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1.0 OPENING STATEMENT
The Bahamas is pleased to present its second (oluntary 
National !eview ((N!) to the United NationsĽ ƑƏƑƐ High-Level 
�olitical 
orum (HL�
). This review highlights the progress 
made towards achieving sustainable and inclusive development 
for its citizens and residents, while also learning from the 
experiences of other jurisdictions.

The localization of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for "ustainable Develop-
ment, has been prioritized by way of its strategic integration in 
The BahamasĽ Dra[ National Development 
ramework ŋ the 
ľ(ision ƑƏƓƏĿ which was established in ƑƏƐƓ. (ision ƑƏƓƏ 
prioritizes four (Ɠ) pillars of development - Governance, Human 
Capital, Economy, Infrastructure and Environment, across Ɛѵ 
goals, which are in alignment with the United NationsĽ(UN) Ɛƕ 
"DGs. The "GDU was established in ƑƏƐƖ as the lead agency 
for promoting, coordinating, monitoring and reporting on the 
countryĽs progress towards achieving the "DGs.

�rogress since the ƑƏƐѶ (N! has been largely inYuenced by 
two major historic events. In "eptember ƑƏƐƖ, Hurricane 
Dorian, a catastrophic category Ɣ hurricane, devastated the 
islands of Abaco and Grand Bahama. The hurricane decimated 
entire communities, resulting in a considerable loss of life, 
livelihoods, and internal displacement, highlighting the 
increasingly negative implications of climate change to 

development progress, and the unique vulnerabilities of 
s m a l l  i s l a n d  s t a t e s  l i k e  T h e  B a h a m a s .

The Government of The Bahamas (G�B), in its prioritization of 
disaster preparedness and response, established the Ministry 
of Disaster �reparedness, Management and !econstruction, 
comprising of the National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) and the Disaster !econstruction Authority (D!A). In 
addition to investments made by the G�B, recovery e@orts 
have been, and continue to be, bolstered through bilateral, 
multilateral, and institutional aid, including through the generosity
expressed in partnership initiatives, with the Caribbean Disas-
ter Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), and various 
organs of the United Nations.

Amidst ongoing hurricane Dorian recovery e@orts, the arrival of 
the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic in March ƑƏƑƏ, catalysed an indefinite
period of economic contractions, precipitated by the halt of 
global travel and consequently, the abrupt disruption to 
tourism-related activities in The Bahamas. Nationwide health 
and safety protocols were adopted, aiming to mitigate the 
detrimental e@ects posed by the �andemic, to the inclusion of 
"anitation and Mask �rotocols, Lockdowns, Curfews, and 
"ocial Distancing "trategies. These measures inevitably led to a  

decline in economic activity in all sectors, resulting in increased 
unemployment, and increased demand for government 
-administered social assistance.

The National Food Distribution Taskforce (NFDT) a n d  t h e  
Access Accelerator, Small Business Development Centre (SBDC)
have been two major vehicles utilized by the government to 
mitigate food poverty via an emergency food assistance 
initiative, and to stimulate business activity and development, 
respectively. The �andemic has highlighted The BahamasĽ 
vulnerability to global shocks, and has accelerated the 
governmentĽs prioritization and ongoing e@orts to diversify 
the Bahamian Economy and enhance the capacity of the 
nationĽs Health "ystem.

The challenges wrought by these two altering events have also 
coincided with marked progress in the areas of innovation,
economic adaptation, reduced inequalities, and environmental 
resilience, which will remain at the forefront of the governmentĽs
priorities. The response to the challenges presented over the 
ƑƏƐѶ ŋ ƑƏƑƐ period, has also laid bare the resilience of The 
Bahamas and the holistic commitment to a be�er future 
across public, private, and civil society spheres. )ith the 
ongoing rollout of the C�(ID-ƐƖ vaccine, globally and 
nationally, The Bahamas remains optimistic that development 
progress, which was stagnated in the wake of recent events, 
will regain momentum, and further progress will be achieved. 
The Bahamas will continue to prioritize sustainable and 
inclusive human development, enhancing institutions and 
capacity to promote good governance, economic growth, 
innovation, and environmental sustainability for all.

The Bahamas wishes to extend its gratitude to the 
"ecretary-General, for the UNĽs continued support in 
its pursuit of the aims espoused in the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for 
"ustainable Development, and looks forward to 
continuing its partnership with the United Nations, 
towards achieving this end. 

1.0 OPENING STATEMENT

Figure 1. The Hon. Philip Davis Prime 
M inist er of  th e Com m onw ealth  of  T h e 
Bah am as

Figure 2. Hurricane Dorian, a Category 5 
storm, which made landfall in September 
2019
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"everal negative trends highlight prevailing challenges to 
social, political, and economic development. +outh 
Unemployment has remained high ŋ reaching ƑƏ.ƕѷ for 
women, ƐƖ.Ɣѷ for men, and ƑƏѷ for both sexes. More-
over, young women are more likely to be unemployed, 
despite higher education a�ainment.Ɛ "kill shortages 

among the Bahamian workforce threaten to keep unem-
ployment numbers high. Greater investment is needed to 
improve retention rates in the educational system, 
particularly among boys, and closing the performance 
gap between public and private educational institutions. 

�ey industries are not producing enough growth to drive 
suLcient employment expansion, while the economic 
impact of the �andemic has also underscored the urgent 
need for diversification across industries.

�rogress has also been hampered by infrastructural gaps, 
as there is a need to invest in roads, bridges, schools, 
electricity generation, and solid waste management 
systems throughout the archipelago. )hile infrastruc-
tural needs have increased post-hurricane Dorian, 
investments in these areas have slowed in the wake of 
economic challenges posed by the C�(ID-ƐƖ economic 
environment. 

The path to reopening The Bahamas relies heavily on 
e@ectively vaccinating the Bahamian populaceĸ a task 

that has proven to be challenging, as hesitation towards 
vaccinations prevail, inYuenced by both a lack of infor-
mation, and the spread of disinformation. As a result, 
increased e@orts to improve public health information 
campaigns have been of top priority to the G�B. 

In December ƑƏƐƖ, following the submission of the first 
(N! in ƑƏƐѶ, the Government of The Bahamas 
approved the update and review of the Dra[ National 
Development �lan (ND�). This revision takes into 
consideration: progress made with the achievement of 
goals contained in the documentĸ the implications of 
Hurricane Dorian and the global �andemic on prioritiesĸ 
and the development of action plans and a financial 
framework for implementation. The completion of the 
review and update of the document is intended to facili-
tate a pathway to the adoption of the plan by the G�B. 
Despite the delay in the adoption of the ND�, various 
entities have systematically incorporated the "DGs into 
their organizational strategies. The Ministry of Health, 

the Ministry of "ocial "ervices and Urban Development, 
BDB, the Ministry of Environment and Housing, the 
Ministry of National "ecurity, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Marine !esources, the Ministry of Education, and 
other key entities, have drawn upon the document, to 
guide institutional plans and programmes.

As it stands, the ƑƔ-year Dra[ ND�: (ision ƑƏƓƏ, 
remains the single comprehensive national document 
that ensured that the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda, was localised into its 
national development planning process, thereby provid-
ing a roadmap for the implementation of the "DGs.

Y o u t h  U n e m p l o y m e n t  20.Ɠѵ for women, 19.5ѵ for men,
& 20ѵ for both sexes

Integration of the SDGs into the
Policy Framework

1   $he 	epartment of Statistics, �abour Force Report Ő�assau, 2019ő https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/wcm/con-
nect/Ѷ19aƓaƓ0-ѵ02b-Ɠƕa3-9daƕ-c90eeae0fѵƕ9/�abourƳForceƳReportƳMayō2019.pdfĵM�	ƷA���R�S
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Institutional
Arrang em ents

The national process for preparing this (N! is led by the "DGU 
(which assumed the responsibilities of the Economic Develop-
ment and �lanning Unit (ED�U) following restructuring and 
reprioritization e@orts in the ��M. "ince the last (N!, the 
National "ustainable Development Goals Technical Commi�ee 
("DGTC) was established. The "DGTC includes representatives 
from government ministries and agencies, the private sector, 
civil society, and academia. 

Their roles are to ensure full ownership of the "DGs and  
integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development 
in  areas of economic, social, and environmental policy. )hile 
the representatives are invaluable contributors to the imple-
mentation of "DGs in The Bahamas, there remains a need to 
strengthen country implementation by, inter alia, establishing a 
strong, consistent and direct link to parliamentarians and the 
Cabinet of The Bahamas in this decade. �nly then will these 
actions serve to accelerate the implementation of the "DGs. 

InSupport Areas for Finance, 
Capacity-building, Technology, 
Partnerships, etc.

The G�B continues to take steps to strengthen its public 
institutions. This includes the introduction of the National 
"tatistics Bill, ƑƏƑƐ, which is to commence on �uly Ɛst, ƑƏƑƐ. 
This  law establishes The Bahamas National "tatistics Institute 
which will replace the Department of "tatistics. 
urthermore, 
the new law would establish a new National "tatistical "ystem 
that would create greater ease of collecting, compiling, retriev-
ing, and analysing data.  

The G�B has also made significant headway in digitizing 
services o@ered to the public and intends to put as many as ƑƏƏ 
services online in Ɣ years. This increases eLciency and accessi-
bility. These advancements are instrumental in achieving the 
ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for "ustainable Development as it creates new 
possibilities across sectors.

Leaving 
No-One Behind

!ecognizing the centrality of social inclusion in achieving 
Agenda ƑƏƒƏ for "ustainable Development, groups were 
identified and invitations were extended to members of under-
represented and marginalized groups to serve on the "DGTC. 
Indeed, the a[ermath of Hurricane Dorian, followed by the 
impact of the national C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic, emergency 
response has sharply foregrounded extreme vulnerabilities 
among low-wage workers, informal workers, persons living in 
rural areas, irregular migrants, elderly persons, persons living in 
poverty, unhoused persons, as well as those living in a situation 
of violence. )hile the G�B, supported by local and interna-
tional actors, introduced and modified processes to mitigate 
adverse e@ects of such, there are still some areas where 
improvements can be made. 

During the a[ermath of Hurricane Dorian, many national and 
international organizations worked to reach those most at risk 
of being le[ behind. The G�B, local Non-Governmental �rga-
nizations (NG�s), and civil society, along with multilateral 
organizations, ensured that those a@ected by the hurricane, 
were provided with the necessities of medical assistance, food, 
shelter, water, sanitation, and hygiene ()A"H) services. 
"imilarly, during the most restrictive periods of the C�(ID-ƐƖ   
�andemic, throughout ƑƏƑƏ and beyond, the response by the 
G�B, local NG�s, and civil society, resulted in the provision of 
unemployment assistance, emergency food assistance, rebuild-
ing funds, and assistance that included the implementation of 
tax-free zones. 

LEAVE
NO ONE
BEHIND
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3.0 METHODOLOGY & PROCESS FOR
THE PREPARATION OF THE REVIEW

The process for the preparation of The BahamasĽ voluntary 
national review was initially coordinated by  the "DGU in the 
��M, and the Ministry of 
oreign A@airs. The "DGU which 
remains the focal point of contact for the ND� and is responsi-
ble for ensuring and monitoring the implementation of the 
"DGs at the national, local, and Ministerial level. Additionally, 
the "DGU  collaborates with the Ministry of 
oreign A@airs for 
continued monitoring of "DG related initiatives at the regional 
and international levels. "ince the submission of the first (N!, 
the institutional arrangements have been complemented by 
the engagement of members of the inter-sectoral "DGT 
Commi�ee whose first term came to an end in December 
ƑƏƑƏ.

"everal initiatives have been undertaken to ensure the sound 
preparation of this report. In "eptember ƑƏƑƏ, all government 
ministries received a request for information and  a matrix to 
facilitate input. The requested information from the agencies 
included sector-specific data regarding the public policies and 
programmes which are contributing to the implementation of 
the "DGs. Additionally, Ministries were asked to provide 
information on the human rights element of their respective 
plans, programmes, and strategies to ensure that no one is le[ 
behind.  Information from those submissions were incorporat-
ed in this report. This exercise also assisted with the identifica-
tion of existing gaps in public policies and programmes in 
relation to the implementation of the "DGs. Additionally,  
trade-o@s and emerging issues were highlighted. To ensure 
timely completion of the document, a deadline for compilation 
of information was set for April ƑƏƑƐ.

To ensure the full inclusion of  civil society  in the preparation of 
this report, the "DG Unit engaged the umbrella civil society 
organization. This group then issued a call on behalf o@ civil 
society organizations to address the social, environmental, and 
economic dimensions of sustainable development. The "DG 
Unit also met with civil society representatives to facilitate the 
exchange of information regarding contributions to  "DG-relat-
ed programmes and initiatives that were made by civil society. 
The report is to be presented by the �rime Minister, at the High 
Level �olitical 
orum of the Economic and "ocial Council of the 
United Nations, in �uly ƑƏƑƐ. 

Incorporation of the SDGs in
National Framework

three dimensions of "ustainable Development - "ocial Inclusion, 
Economic �rosperity and Environmental "ustainability. The unit 
partnered with local activists, filmmakers, artists, entertainers, 
academia, civil society, and entrepreneurs, to promote their 
work d its alignment to the "DGs. The guiding pillars:

I N S P I R E  the audience with relatable ļ"DG In ActionĽ 
stories.

E D U C A T E  the audience with useful information related 
t o  t h e  S D G s .

E N T E R T A I N  the audience by sharing comedic and 
artistic content, in collaboration with local social media 
inYuencers and artists.

In ƑƏƑƐ, "DGU launched a Ɛƕ-week "DG series in partnership 
with ,N" !adio to increase awareness of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda, and 
advance overall "DG localisation e@orts. These discussions 
provided opportunities for stakeholders to discuss mechanisms 

The Dra[ ND� (ision ƑƏƓƏ fully incorporates the "DGs into its 
Ɠ pillars of Governance, Human Capital, Environment and The 
Economy. The plan is currently under consultation and review.

4.0 POLICY & ENABLING
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ENVIRONMENT

The Bahamas has a politically conscious and engaged popula-
tion.  Historically, labour unions have been extremely stable and 
active within the Country. There is an extremely high voter 
turnout rate of over ѶƏѷ.  Awareness of public policy is gained 
through widespread newspaper readership, traditional media, 
social media, and multiple ľall talkĿ active radio stations which 
discussing topical issues of the day. There is a government 
information services agency called The Bahamas Information 
"ervices, and there is a G�B  website that includes information 
on its programmes.

The e@ective implementation of the "DGs requires engagement 
at both the National and Community levels. 

The communications strategy for the "DG implementation at 
the national level includes:


urther collaborative sessions with Government Agen-
cies, Ministers, and �arliamentarians.

A National Civil "ociety Conclave.

A National �rivate "ector Conclave on the "DGĽs that has 
members from the Chambers of Commerce, Manufactur-
ers Associations, "mall Business Associations,  Tourism, 
Maritime, and 
inancial "ervices "ectors in a�endance.

A National +outh Conclave on the "DGs.

Nationally televised Town Meetings.

Traditional (i.e. !adio, Television, Newspapers) and "ocial 
Media communications on "DG activities and progress.Ƒ

The "DG communications strategy builds on previous aware-
ness and community input campaigns that were utilized through 
the ND� implementation process.  In ƑƏƐƖ, the "DGU conduct-
ed several high-level engagements with various Ministries, 
Departments, and Agencies. 

)hile the National level discussions are critical, it is also import-
ant to localize communications.  This was a key lesson learned 
through the ND� process. In ƑƏƐƖ, "DGU launched its, 
ľ!eImagine "eriesĿ, a virtual engagement educational initiative, 
focused on sharing insights and implementation strategies, on 

Creating Ownership of the Sustainable 
Development Goalsث National Level Discussions

Creating Ownership of the SDGsث Community Discussions,
Public, Private Sector and Civil Society Discussions

to further advance the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda, and the realisation of the 
"DGs at the national level, through public policy and nation-
al-level action.  This public education campaign consistently 
urges listeners to take ownership of the "DGs, as they a@ect 
every individual. 

P illars

SDG’s

2   (�R 201Ѷ

Figure 3.  M apping  of  N DP  pillars 
with SDGs
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

1 No
   Poverty

End poverty
in all its 
forms
everywhere

SDG1

Œ3œ )orѴd �anh. Ő2020ő. �	� per capita Őcurrent USŪ - $he �ahamaső, https://data.worѴdbanh.org/indicator/�+.�	�.�CA�.C	ĵѴocationsƷ�S.  
ŒƓœ $he 	epartment of Statistics, �ousehoѴd and ��penditure Survey 2013 Report, Ő�assau, 2013ő, https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/wcm/con-
nect/Ɣ312ddƓƕ-Ɣcd9-ƓƔfƔ-bfѵc-dea99f3aѵ22ѵ/�ahamasƳ�ousehoѴdƳ��penditureƳSurveyƳ2013ƳReportōv2.pdfĵM�	ƷA���R�S
ŒƔœ $he 	epartment of Statistics, �abour Force Report Ő�assau, 2019ő https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/wcm/connect/Ѷ19aƓaƓ0-ѵ02b-Ɠƕa3-9daƕ-c90eeae0fѵƕ9/�abourƳForceƳReportƳMayō2019.pdfĵM�	ƷA���R�S
Œѵœ Smith-Cartwright, $., ľ�inder hopes for traveѴ rise to ease need for unempѴoyment aidĿ, $he $ribune, 19 �anuary, 2021, http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2021/fan/19/pinder-hopes-traveѴ-rise-ease-need-unempѴoyment-ai/ 
Œƕœ InternationaѴ Monetary Fund, ľ$he �ahamas: 2020 ArticѴe I( ConsuѴtationĿ, InternationaѴ Monetary Fund, https://www.imf.org/en/�ubѴications/CR/Is-
sues/2021/01/2ƕ/$he-�ahamas-2020-ArticѴe-I(-ConsuѴtation-�ress-ReѴease-Sta@-Report-and-Statement-by-the-Ɣ00ƓƓ 

ŒѶœ �oeѴ, �enea, ŞRoѴѴe: �ahamians continue to borrow instead of save.Ş, �yewitness �ews, 29 �uѴy, 2019, https://ewnews.com/roѴѴe-bahamians-continue-to-borrow-instead-of-save
Œ9œ Inter-American 	eveѴopment �anhŝs �and Use, �oѴicy and Administration �rofect 200Ɣ p.1

However, relying on per capita GD� as a primary metric for 
economic well-being, does not capture the national 
complexities which may render residents and citizens, 
susceptible to falling into, or remaining in, situations of 
poverty and other instances of vulnerability. �ey insights on 
poverty in The Bahamas, are usually included in the Department
of "tatisticsĽ Household Expenditure "urvey (HE") ŋ the 
latest of which has been postponed to ƑƏƑƑ, thereby making 
the ƑƏƐƒ HE", the most current oLcial report on poverty in 
the country.Ɠ

)hile the Department of "tatistics has not produced key 
labour force data since ƑƏƐƖ, and has postponed the date for 
the next HE", to the la�er part of ƑƏƑƑ, key proxies were 
used to provide some insight into the status of those living in 
poverty, or those at risk of falling into poverty because of 
lost employment, insuLcient savings, illness, change in 
migration status, or other reasons.

Unemployment rates in The Bahamas were trending downward
prior to Hurricane Dorian and the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic (The 
�andemic) crisis, with unemployment rates declining from 
ƐƏѷ in May ƑƏƐѶ, to Ɩ.Ɣѷ in May ƑƏƐƖ, (ƐƏѷ for women 
and ƐƏ.Ɛѷ for men in ƑƏƐѶĸ Ɩ.Ɩѷ for women and Ɩ.Ƒѷ for 
men in ƑƏƐƖ, respectively). +outh unemployment (ages 
ƐƔ-ƑƓ) declined from ƑƓ.Ɛѷ in May ƑƏƐѶ, to ƑƏ.Əѷ in May 
ƑƏƐƖ ŋ a significant decline from the approximate ƒƏѷ 
reported in the first (N!.Ɣ !eYecting the sex di@erences in 
the broader unemployment data for ƑƏƐƖ, the unemployment
rate for young women reached ƑƏ.ƕѷ, compared with ƐƖ.Ɣѷ 
for young men, (ƑƏƐƖ was the first year that youth unem-
ployment data was disaggregated by sex). At the time of this 
writing, The Bahamas has no oLcial statistics on ƑƏƑƏ 
unemployment levels. However, projections have be e n  
estimated to stand between ƒѶѷ and ƓƑѷ,ѵ with other sources
citing an unemployment rate of ƑƔ.ѵѷ . ƕ

Compounding the sharp and sudden uptick in unemploy-
ment, following the national response to the C�(ID-ƐƖ 
�andemic, was the absence of suLcient personal financial 
safety nets by many residents and citizens. Indeed, before 
Hurricane Dorian and the �andemic, it was reported that 
ƖƏѷ of the deposit accounts held by residents in The Baha-
mas contained less than ŪƔƏƏƏ ŋ and many have less than 
ŪƐƏƏƏ, with consumers opting to borrow, rather than save 
(perhaps due to low-wage work, trade-o@s linked to meeting 
basic needs, a rising cost of living with no corresponding 
increase in wages, limited financial literacy, displacement, or 
a host of other factors).Ѷ

As indicated in the first (N!, challenges with land tenure 
security, also impacted poverty and included: the lack of a 
parcel-based cadastral map, uncertainty regarding owner-
ship of land resulting from overlapping land claims, and the 
existence of generational and commonage land.Ɩ 

$_; �a_alav bv 1ѴavvbC;d av a _b]_Ŋbn1ol; ;1onol�ķ �b|_ a v|;adbѴ� bn1u;avbn]ķ r;u 
1arb|aķ ]uovv dol;vঞ1 ruod�1| Ő�D�őķ �_b1_ uov; =uol &"D ƒƐķƔѵƑĺѵƓ bn ƑƏƐѵķ |o &"D 
3 4, 8 63 . 7 0  i n  2 0 1 9 ƒ Ŋ labn|abnbn] b|v rovbঞon av on; o= |_; �aub00;an 1o�n|ub;vķ �b|_ |_; 
h i g h e s t  p e r  c a p i t a  G D P  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .
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Social
Protection

T A B L E  2 :  ACTUAL AND �!��ECTED "�CIAL
                A""I"TANCE BENE
IT" E*�ENDITU!E

The National Insurance Board (NIB), the Ministry of "ocial 
"ervices and Urban Development, and the Ministry of Labour, 
oversee the countryĽs social protection system, and the provi-
sion of social protection mechanisms. As a result of Hurricane 
Dorian and The �andemic, social protection mechanisms were 
expanded and otherwise modified, to accommodate the needs 
of newly vulnerable categories of individuals ŋ including 
unbanked, undocumented, and self-employed persons. In 
addition to the existing government entities, civil society 
organizations, the private sector, faith-based organizations, and 
international organizations, collaborated to meet emerging 
n e e d s .  

The G�B has provided some ŪƖƏ million in direct cash 
assistance and income replacement, to nearly ƒѶ,ƏƏƏ unem-
ployed Bahamians since March of ƑƏƑƏ. These funds have been 
administered by the National Insurance Board, on behalf of the 
government, to eligible individuals. This ŪƖƏ million sum, does 
not include monies paid out by NIB as part of its Ɛƒ-week 
earned unemployed benefits, that are funded as part of 
employee and employer contributions.ƐƏ

The Central Bank of The Bahamas (CB�B) oLcially launched 
the Ş"and DollarŞ digital currency (CBDC), to all residents, in 
�ctober ƑƏƑƏ. The "and Dollar will allow previously unbanked 
parts of the population, to participate in digital payments, and 
enhance the payment systemĽs eLciency and resilience, 
considering The BahamasĽ vulnerability to natural disasters. 
"ome Ɛƒ,ƔƏƏ ľinformal economyĿ workers may have missed 
out on the C�(ID-ƐƖ unemployment benefits, the Internation-
al Monetary 
und (IM
) notedĸ adding that, Şexecution fell 
shortŞ on some government assistance initiatives. The IM
, in 
its full Article I( report on The Bahamas, said several thousand 
persons (self-employed or otherwise), may not have had access 
to government-funded benefits, because they remain outside 

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 1

Œ10œ Ministry of Finance, ľ�ver Ū90 miѴѴion in direct cash assistance  paid out through �overnment subsidi�ed 
unempѴoyment assistanceĿ $he �overnment of $he �ahamas, 9 	ecember, 2020, https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/-
portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/govern-
ment/news/overѷ20ѷ2Ɠ90ѷ20miѴѴionѷ20inѷ20directѷ20cashѷ20assistanceѷ20paidѷ20outѷ20throughѷ20gov
ernmentѷ20subsidi�edѷ20unempѴoymentѷ20assistance
Œ11œ �artneѴѴ, �eiѴ, ľIM� Fears 13,Ɣ00 Missed �eneCts.Ŀ $he $ribune, 29 �anuary 2021, http://www.tri-
bune2Ɠ2.com/news/2021/fan/29/imf-fears-13Ɣ00-missed-beneCts/

12  Ministry of Finance, ľ2020 FiscaѴ Strategy ReportĿ $he �overnment of $he �ahamas, 	ecember 2020, 
https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/wcm/con-
nect/2ecf933c-2fd1-Ɠ9b3-9f1c-1ac0212Ɣ9Ѷbƕ/2020FSRōFI�A�ō	�C1ƕƳѷ2ѶRevisedѷ29.pdfĵM�	ƷA���R�S

13  �Lce of �vaѴuation and �versight, ľInter-American 	eveѴopment �anh Country �rogram �vaѴuation:
�ahamas 2010-201ƕĿ, $he Inter-American 	eveѴopment �anh, March 201Ѷ,  https://pubѴications.iadb.org/pubѴica-
tions/engѴish/document/Country-�rogram-�vaѴuation-�ahamas-2010-201ƕ.pdf

the formal economy, and  make no social security contributions. 
Ş�nly self-employed workers in tourism-related businesses, are 
covered by the unemployment benefits extension. This means 
that self-employed, informal workers for other industries (many 
indirectly linked to tourism), and informal employees, are not 
included among the unemployment beneficiaries. The G�B will 
have to register the citizen again, every time a benefit is grant-
ed. "ince social assistance programmes are application-based, 
validating information is challenging because of limited digital-
ised information, and limited information exchange, across 
relevant stakeholders.ĿƐƐ

The authorities plan to pilot a means-tested social program, in 
New �rovidence, in ƑƏƑƐ. Unemployment Benefit (UEB) 
payments were nearly ƑƏ times higher in the first six months of 
ƑƏƑƏ, compared to the same period last year. In March ƑƏƑƐ, 
the government extended the UEB duration, and relaxed 
eligibility requirements for employees under the age of ƒƔ, or 
who were previously enrolled in the Hurricane Dorian UEB 
extension program.

ACTUALS BUDGET FORECASTS
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The ƑƏƐƑ "ocial "afety Net !eform �rogramme, referred to as 
the !I"E (!enewing, Inspiring, "ustaining, and Empowering) 
�rogramme, implemented by the G�B, through an Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank (IDB) loan, to modernise the delivery of 
social protection in the country, and accelerate e@orts to 
reduce poverty, was reported to have been under review, at the 
time of the submission of the first (N!. 

In its report on projects undertaken in The Bahamas during the 
ƑƏƐƏ-ƑƏƐƕ period, the IDB noted that the ľ"ocial "afety Net 
!eform �rogram did not achieve any of its planned outcomesĿ, 
for a range of reasons, including, Ɛ) the rotation of senior sta@ 
(including three �ermanent "ecretaries)ĸ Ƒ) limited initial 
oversight by the Ministry of 
inanceĸ ƒ) insuLcient expertise 
and slow decision-making, which led to significant procurement 
delays (of up to two years)ĸ and Ɠ) the withdrawal of qualified 
candidates from multiple consultancies, and retendering. Ɛƒ

Social Safety Net Reform
P rog ram m e

"ource: 
iscal "trategy !eport ƑƏƑƏ ƐƑ

SDG 1SDG 1

Figure 4. Covid-19 Unemployment Assistence 
Notice distributed by the Government 

Œ2ƕ9œ https://www.opmgb.com/digiti�ation-initiative/

Figure 5. I M A G E  S O U R C E :  N I B  B E N E F I C I A R I E S  I N  L I N E  T O  
R E C E I V E  C H E Q U E S  A T   T H O M A S  A  R O B I N S O N  N A T I O N A L  
S T A D I U M  ҎPHOTOث TERREL W CARE+ SRńTRIBUNE STAFFҏ
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Despite the challenges, the report indicates that the loan 
achieved Ɣ of its ƐƑ output targets, including: ľ(i) the mobiliza-
tion of expert technical assistance, to support the design and 
targeting of the Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) componentĸ (ii) 
the implementation of a public information campaign, to 
promote the new programĸ (iii) the introduction of a new 
payment system, to enhance the Yexibility of the CCT stipendĸ 
(iv) the completion of the HE"ĸ and (v) the design and installa-
tion of a Management Information "ystem (MI"), to facilitate 
program management.Ŀ These successes were unable to 
overshadow existing issues with the programme.As indicated in 
the first (N!, challenges with land tenure security, also impact-
ed poverty and included: the lack of a parcel-based cadastral 
map, uncertainty regarding ownership of land resulting from 
overlapping land claims, and the existence of generational and 
commonage land. As such, in August ƑƏƐƕ, the balance of 
U"Ūƒ.Ɠ million in undispersed loan financing, was cancelled 
and the project was closed. ƐƓ

However, elements of the "ocial "afety Net �rogramme were 
reintroduced, and expanded during the C�(ID-ƐƖ response. In 
ƑƏƐѵ, "ynergy International "ystems, Inc. started the imple-
mentation of �roMI", a web-based information management 
system. The �roMI" system aims to provide social workers with 
the tools to organize, evaluate and eLciently manage clients of 
the Department of "ocial "ervices, within their por�olios. Its 
objective is to increase the overall e@ectiveness of the Minis-
tryĽs daily operations. The system was expanded in ƑƏƑƏ, ľto 
cover Ɛƒ social assistance programmes, including the 
C�(ID-ƐƖ  assistance food programme.Ŀ ƐƔ

In addition to automation, targeting, enrolment, payment, case 
management, and appeals processes, �roMI" is ľequipped with 
a crisis response module, to provide food coupon assistance, in 
case of an emergency and disaster, as well as advanced tools for 

A u g u s t  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  
b a l a n c e  o f  U S $ 3 . 4  
m i l l i o n  i n  u n d i s -
r;uv;d Ѵoan Cnan1 -
i n g ,  w a s  c a n c e l l e d  
a n d  t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  
c l o s e d .

reporting and analysisĸ it is implemented for the beneficiaries to 
apply for social services online, without the need to visit social 
centresĸ and it can be used to track the application status, 
collect food coupons and submit complaints.Ŀ Ɛѵ

The Ministry of "ocial "ervices and Urban DevelopmentĽs 
reintroduction and expansion of a previously suspended 
system, particularly during C�(ID-ƐƖ, was a positive indication 
of the governmentĽs agility and ability to prioritize social 
protection. 

Job
T raining  

The Ministry of �ublic "ervice and National InsuranceĽs 
ƔƑ-)eek "kills Empowerment �rogramme, aimed at providing 
jobs for the unemployed youth, was launched in August ƑƏƐѶ, 
as the ľNational �ob Creation and "kills Enhancement 
�rogrammeĿ, to curb youth unemployment and reduce poverty. 
In �une ƑƏƐƖ, the programme was renewed for another year. 
The programme is designed to equip unemployed persons, 
between the ages of ƐƖ and ƒƏ, with hands-on skills, aimed at 
enhancing their ability to find gainful employment. )hile the 
programme is led by the Ministry of �ublic "ervice and NIB, the 
programme has seen success, in part, because of its partner-
ship with the Ministry of Education, the Bahamas Technical and 
(ocational Institute (BT(I), the National Training Agency 
(NTA), other government entities, and the private sector. In 
addition to the so[ skills training provided by the NTA, and 
on-the-job training in government entities, programme partici-
pants are a@orded the opportunity to engage in paid intern-
ships in the areas of construction, plumbing, electrical installa-
tion, hospitality, fashion design, business, and information 
technology, as well as opportunities to a�ain professional 
certifications. 

As a testament to the success of the programme, many partici-
pants have been o@ered full-time employment in the private 
sector, and government ministries and departments, including 
the )ater and "ewerage Corporation ()"C), and NIB. 

1Ɠ Ibid.

1Ɣ  Synergy InternationaѴ Systems, ľSynergy �eѴps Further Strengthen Capacity and �nowѴedge of SociaѴ Services 
Representatives in the �ahamasĿ, Synergy InternationaѴ Systems, 1Ɣ �anuary 2021, https://www.synisys.com/syner-
gy-bahamas-promis/

1ѵ Ibid.

Access to Land 
and Housing

The G�B has further commi�ed to o@ering concessionary 
rates, for regularizing long-term occupation of Crown Land, 
developed or cultivated by Bahamians. "ince the submission of 
the previous (N!, under the �rime MinisterĽs Delivery UnitĽs 
(�MDU) Land !eform �riority, the Government has expressed a 
commitment to addressing concerns of the Bahamian people, 
related to land ma�ers, particularly regarding opportunities to 
own and develop ready-to-build serviced lots and Crown Land, 
for productive purposes. The stated objectives of the �riority 
are as follows:

Support for Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs)

The G�B recognizes the important contribution of M"MEs to 
sustainable economic growth, promoting access to economic 
resources for all men and women, particularly the poor and 
vulnerable.

P r o v i d e  r e a d y - t o - b u i l d  h o u s i n g  l o t s  
t o  B a h a m i a n s .

C l e a r  t h e  b a c k l o g  C r o w n  L a n d  
arrѴb1aঞonv a| |_; D;rau|l;n| o= 
L a n d s  a n d  S u r v e y  (which include, not only 
first-time applicants, but lessees and approved persons 
with pending decisions and transactions).

E a s e  t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  
ঞl; b| |ah;v |o arrѴ� =ou �uo�n 
L a n d .

The G�B included the following targets for ƑƏƑƐ:Ɛ) have 
ƒƏƏƏ ready-to-build housing lots, transferred to Bahamians 
Œcurrently, only Ɩѵ lots have been transferred to Bahamians 
in the context of this initiativeœĸ Ƒ) an unknown number of 
leases and Crown grants transferred to Bahamians Œƕƒ have 
been reportedly transferredœĸ and ƒ) reduce the processing 

Over-The-Hill Community 
Development Partnership Initiative
(OTHCDPI)

The economically depressed areas known as ľ�ver the HillĿ 
(�TH) in Nassau, have been characterized by high unemploy-
ment levels, high crime rates, low income, and infrastructure 
dilapidation.  This area is home to many who have been le[ 
behind, and was identified as appropriate for this initiative, 
given the high concentration of poverty in the area. 

time for Crown Land applications to ƒƏ days Œcurrently 
processing takes more than five monthsœ. Challenges cited 
for falling behind targets involve, inter alia, the inability to 
conduct work as usual in the face of C�(ID-ƐƖ restrictions 
ŋ particularly the work required to render the administrative 
systems more eLcient and e@ective. Ɛƕ

The stakeholders responsible for delivering the work scope for 
Land !eform include, The Ministry of The Environment and 
Housing (on the ready-to-build serviced lots initiative), the 
Department of Lands and "urveys, ��M (on the other Land 
!eform targets), and a working group comprised of a 
cross-section of governmental agencies, including the �Lce of 
the A�orney General and !egistrar GeneralĽs Department. 

SDG 1SDG 1

1ƕ  �rime MinisterĽs 	eѴivery Unit, ľ�M	U AnnuaѴ Report 2020Ŀ. $he �overnment of $he �ahamas, 1 March, 2021. https://opm.gov.bs/pmdu-annuaѴ-report-2020/. 
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Smart
Technology

GREEN
Technology

Community
Empowerment 
w/ a focus on
Youth and the
Elderly

Social
Empowerment

Economic
Empowerment

Infrastructural
and Environmental
Rejuvenation

The Bahamas continues to face challenges as a small island devel-
oping state, particularly because of its location in the hurricane 
belt. It has an economy that is heavily reliant on international 
tourism, having been foregrounded in unprecedented ways, since 
the submission of the first (N!, in �uly ƑƏƐѶ. The e@ects of 
Hurricane Dorian ("eptember ƑƏƐƖ) and the current global 
�andemic, saw a reversal of key gains. 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  p o s e  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e
blrѴ;l;n|aঞon o= "D� ƐĹ

The application-based and increasingly digital nature of 
most of the aforementioned social protection programmes, 
may exclude those most in need of them (particularly 
persons with disabilities, persons living in extreme poverty, 
and irregular migrants). 

InsuLcient data regarding the landscape of persons living 
in extreme poverty.

�rogress on "DG Ɛ continues to necessitate the following 
changes, largely unchanged since the initial (N!:

"creening to identify individuals in need of services should 
be improved, while e@orts to educate the necessary 
populations on the availability of such services broadened.

The sustainability of social protection funds must be priori-
tized, and social protection guarantees strengthened, 
through legislation and policies.  

The �THCD�I was highlighted in The BahamasĽ first presentation 
to the HL�
, as an example of localizing the "DGs. Indeed, there 
have been some steps made concerning two of the aforemen-
tioned pillars (i.e. (Ɛ) Economic Empowerment and (Ƒ) Infrastruc-
tural and Environmental !ejuvenation), to the extent that legisla-
tion was enacted to recognize the area as an Economic Empow-
erment ,one. This initiative will enable residents to access 
concessions that are unavailable to the communities residing 
outside of the zone. 
orty-two individuals were hired to serve as 
environmental monitors for a year, to increase waste collection 
frequency. However, in the context of the initiative, it is unclear 
whether sustainable projects have been developed.  These 
projects include, addressing gender-based violence, given the 
exponential rise in reported cases, over the lifetime of the 
project.

Challenges Faced Implementing 
SDG 1 Programmes

The data collection, monitoring, and evaluation systems 
should be enhanced to reYect the multidimensional nature 
of poverty.

Greater e@orts should be made to increase civic participation 
and community engagement.ƐѶ

E@ective systems established during the responses to 
Hurricane Dorian and C�(ID-ƐƖ, must be institutionalized 
and generalized, throughout the social protection ecosystem in 
the country.

SDG 1

1Ѷ SustainabѴe 	eveѴopment �oaѴs Unit, ľ$he �ahamas (oѴuntary �ationaѴ Review on the SustainabѴe 	eveѴopment �oaѴs to the �igh �eveѴ �oѴiticaѴ Forum of the United �ations �conomic and SociaѴ CounciѴĿ $he �overnment of $he 
�ahamas, �uѴy 201Ѷ.  
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

2 ZERO
   hunger

End hunger, achieve
food security and 
improved nutrition
and promote 
sustainable 
agriculture

SDG 2

Œ19œ $he United �ations, ľUniversaѴ 	ecѴaration of �uman RightsĿ, 10 	ecember, 19ƓѶ
Œ20œ �ands For �unger, ľ�ands For �unger: Food Insecurity in $he �ahamasĿ, �ands for �unger, 2019
Œ21œ Ibid

Œ22œ Smith, SѴoan, ŞC�(I	-19   forces thousands to food assistance Ѵines - some for the Crst timeŞ, �yewitness �ews, Accessed August 11, 2020
Œ23œ �Lce of the �rime Minister, Ş�ationaѴ Food 	istribution $ash Force providing emergency food assistance to vuѴnerabѴe �ahamians and residentsŞ, �overnment of 
$he �ahamas �ress ReѴease 2020, https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/govern-
ment/news/nationaѴѷ20foodѷ20distributionѷ20tashѷ20forceѷ20providingѷ20emergencyѷ20foodѷ20assistanceѷ20toѷ20vuѴnerabѴeѷ20bahamiansѷ20andѷ20resi
dents
Œ2Ɠœ Ibid
Œ2Ɣœ Ibid
Œ2ѵœ $he )orѴd CentraѴ �itchen, ľ�ahamas Update: $hree miѴѴion meaѴs, Ѵoohing to the futureĿ, )orѴd CentraѴ �itchen, ѵ February 2020, �ews ArticѴe, https://w-
ch.org/news/3-miѴѴion-meaѴs-bahamas
Œ2ƕœ �yewitness �ews, ľCI�C First Caribbean aids �ands for �ungerŝs food security commitmentĿ, �yewitness �ews, 19 February 2021, https://ewnews.com/cibc-Crstca-
ribbean-aids-hands-for-hungers-food-security-commitment, 

Importation has an impact on the cost to the consumerĸ in 
particular, the consumerĽs choice to eat healthy and nutri-
tious. As stated in the ƑƏƐѶ (N!, The Bahamas aims to 
reduce heavy reliance on imported food by increasing food 
security, reducing unemployment, and stimulating domestic 
economic growth. E@orts are being made by governmental, 
national, and international organizations, to achieve the 
countryĽs targets for food security. 

There are numerous agencies and governmental organisa-
tions that ensure access to food and food security. Govern-
ment Ministries like the Ministry of Health, the Department 
of �ublic Health, the Department of Environmental Health, 
and the Ministry of Agriculture, are structured so that each 
sector may take on responsibilities to maintain food safety. 
These responsibilities include surveillance, reporting, and 

The Bahamas has been seriously a@ected by the impact of 
Hurricane Dorian in ƑƏƐƖ, and the C�(ID-ƐƖ  �andemic a 
year later, in ƑƏƑƏ. Despite these challenges, initiatives were 
put in place to cushion the impact of these catastrophes on 
Bahamian residents, not having easy and a@ordable access 
to food. The following are key interventions carried out:
�rime Minister, Dr. Hubert Minnis, established a National 

ood Distribution Task 
orce (N
DT), to work in tandem with 
The Ministry of "ocial "ervices and local NG�s, to coordi-
nate food distribution to those in need in The Bahamas, 
during the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic. The G�B supported the 
task force by donating ŪƐ million per week, to assist ƐƐƏ,ƏƏƏ 
p e o p l e . ƑƑ

The G�B injected ŪƐ.Ɠ million into the N
DT for Bahamians, 
during the �andemic. The N
DT was created by the govern-
ment, using previous successful distribution models. ,ones 
were used to facilitate coordinating the distribution of the 
food. New �rovidence was divided into four (Ɠ) zonesĸ Grand 
Bahama was divided into five (Ɣ) zonesĸ and Abaco, 
Eleuthera, Northern and "outhern Bahamas, each had their 
zones respectively. The NG�s were assigned to each zone to 
provide for distribution. Examples of these NG�s were, the 
Lend a Hand Bahamas organization, Bahamas 
eeding 
Network, Bahamas !ed Cross, Hands for Hunger, IDEA 
!elief, the Grand Bahama 
ood Task 
orce, and the �ne 
Eleuthera 
oundation.Ƒƒ

The Department of "ocial "ervices continued to assist Baha-
mians in need of food coupons, during The �andemic. 
ood 
coupons were first distributed in April ƑƏƑƏ. By �une ƑƏƑƏ, 
Ɛ,ƏƖѶ persons received coupons, valuing ŪƐƒƓ,ƏƔƏ. "epa-
rately, from �une ƑƏƑƏ, the Disability A@airs Unit in The 

&nd;u |_; &nb�;uvaѴ D;1Ѵauaঞon o= ��lan !b]_|vķ r;uvonv _a�; |_; ub]_| |o an ad;t�a|; 
s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g .  T h i s  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  i n c l u d e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h a v i n g  a d e q u a t e  f o o d . ƐƖ


ood v;1�ub|� and a11;vv |o n�|ubঞo�v =oodv au; ;vv;nঞaѴ rua1ঞ1;v =ou |_; _;aѴ|_ and 
w e l l b e i n g  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  T h e  B a h a m a s ,  1  o u t  o f  e v e r y  3  p e r s o n s  f a c e s  s o m e  l e v e l  o f  
f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y . ƑƏ !;voѴ�bn] and lbঞ]aঞn] |_; Ѵa1h o= a11;vv |o =oodķ 0;1ol;v rauঞ1�-
ѴauѴ� dbL1�Ѵ| bn $_; �a_alav av |_; 1o�n|u� blrou|v ƖƏѷ o= b|v 1onv�l;d =oodķ �ou|_ ŪƐ 
m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y . ƑƐ

Department of "ocial "ervices, gave ƐƑƏ clients emergency 
coupons. These valued a total of Ūѵ,ƕƑƏ.ƑƓ

NG�s and private businesses were also supplied with food. 
Ɛƒƕ,ƒƔƏ people were given food in these sectors, at a cost of 
ŪƑ.ƏƑ million. ƓƐ,ƏƐƓ units, parcels and vouchers were 
distributed among various groups and persons.ƑƔ

"everal civil society organisations have emerged in The 
Bahamas, to tackle hunger. Many engage in surplus food 
rescue (particularly from the hospital industry), the storage 
of non-perishable goods and food distribution to communi-
ties. In ƑƏƐƖ, the )orld Central �itchen provided ƒ million 
meals to those a@ected by Hurricane Dorian. They also 
established programs to help residents prepare food at 
home, and to reduce the residentsĽ dependence on the 
)orld Central �itchenĽs prepared meals. The )orld Central 
�itchen, ľ(was) subsidizing cook stoves for families who are 
building and have launched a voucher program for families to 
be able to shop at small businesses (and) launched a series of 
farmersĽ markets, to distribute free, fresh produce, for 
families to cook at homeĿ.Ƒѵ

In April ƑƏƑƏ, following Hurricane Dorian and The 
C�(ID-ƐƖ  �andemic, H
H provided support for hurricane 
victims and those in need of food. The organization spent 
ŪѵƐƔ,ƏƏƏ assisting ƓƏƏ families, over a period of ƒ months. 

ive percent (Ɣѷ) of persons were unable to collect food 
from food stores, because of disabilities and other various 
reasons. H
H delivered food items directly to the homes of 
these persons. H
H, along with CIBC 
irst Caribbean, 
pledged to continually support persons and communities, 
past March ƑƏƑƐ.Ƒƕ

analysis of food-borne disease trends, hazard analysis ş 
critical control points training, and sanitary inspections. 
Government organisations also carry out initiatives to 
ensure residents have access to food, and there are sustain-
able food production systemsĸ The Ministry of Agriculture, 
may specifically house these initiatives. Due to the impact of 
Hurricane Dorian and the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic, government 
initiatives concerning "DG Ƒ, have been centred on ensuring 
persons have access to food at reasonable costs. NG�s, in 
particular H
H, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA), and the )orld Central �itchen, among 
others, have carried out initiatives that aim to ensure access 
to food for Bahamians. NG�s engaged programs that are 
primarily centred on increasing and sustaining local agricul-
tural production.

Ensure Access
to Food

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 2

1Ɠ Ibid.

1Ɣ  Synergy InternationaѴ Systems, ľSynergy �eѴps Further Strengthen Capacity and �nowѴedge of SociaѴ Services 
Representatives in the �ahamasĿ, Synergy InternationaѴ Systems, 1Ɣ �anuary 2021, https://www.synisys.com/syner-
gy-bahamas-promis/

1ѵ Ibid.

SDG  2

Figure ѳ. T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  I N J E C T E D  $ 1 . 4 M I L L I O N  
I N T O  T H E  N A T I O N A L  F O O D  D I S T R I B U T I O N  T A S K  F O R C E  
F O R  B A H A M I A N S  D U R I N G  T H E  P A N D E M I C .
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The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 
is an organization that specializes in agriculture of the 
Inter-American "ystem, for the Member "tates. The organi-
zation supports the Member "tates achieving agricultural 
development and rural well-being, by providing international 
technical support.ƑѶ It has provided support to The Bahamas 
with the following initiatives:

To increase agricultural productivity and strengthen the 
sector, the IICA hosted workshops in ƑƏƐѶ, on New �rovi-
dence and Abaco. ľ
ostering Competitive (alue Chains: 
Capacity Building in the Governance of �roducer �rganiza-
tionsĿ workshop trained agricultural producers on value 
chain participation, and group governance capacity building 
by strategic planning and trade. The workshop highlighted 
Climate-"mart Agriculture (C"A), by producing a C"A video, 
geared towards The Bahamas. Also, the institute organized 
an aquaponics workshop, to train twenty (ƑƏ) agricultural 
producers, on methods to develop a system whereby waste 
produced by sea creatures, supplies nutrients for plants 
grown hydroponically.ƑƖ

The IICA, reported on The BahamasĽ significant achievement 
of agricultural food production, in ƑƏƐƖ. The Institute assist-
ed The BahamasĽ agriculture sub-sectors a[er Hurricane 
Dorian, by supporting rehabilitation e@orts for crops, 
livestock, and bees. The project focused on climate-smart 
agriculture. The IICA delegation housed a series of capaci-
ty-building interventions for farmers and beekeepers. These 
interventions facilitated the rehabilitation of agriculture, and 
informed farmers of techniques to bolster resilience to 
agricultural risks and disasters in areas a@ected a[er Hurri-
cane Dorian.ƒƏ

In ƑƏƑƏ, the IICA conducted a governance assessment work-
shop, to provide technical assistance and inputs to the Baha-
mas Network of !ural )omen �roducers (BAHN�!)�), and 
the Grand Bahamas Beekeepers Cooperative (GBBC), 
funded by the 
ood and Agriculture �rganization of the 
United Nations (
A�). The IICA assisted the BAHN�!)� 
with identifying gaps in their organizational structure, and in 
other areas where their capacity needed to be strengthened. 
The IICA also assisted the BAHN�!)� with their promo-
tional video, to help the group network with buyers through-
out The Bahamas a�ract new members, and assisted them 
with hosting a webinar on, ľ)omen Helping )omen 

The Increase in Agricultural
Productivity

Sustainable Food Production Systems and 
Implementing Resilient Agricultural Practices

Œ2Ѷœ Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on AgricuѴture ľAbout Us: Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on AgricuѴtureĿ Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on AgricuѴture, ApriѴ 2021, www.iica.int/en/about-us/main 
Œ29œ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 201Ѷ AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, �assau, 201Ѷ
Œ30œ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 2019 AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, �assau, 2019
Œ31œ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 2020 AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, �assau, 2020
Œ32œ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 201Ѷ AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, �assau, 201Ѷ
Œ33œ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 2020 AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, �assau, 2020
Œ3Ɠœ Maycoch, 	enise, Ş20,000 �achyard Farming �its for �rand �ahama.Ş $he $ribune, 2Ѷ August, 2020, http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2020/aug/2Ѷ/20000-bachyard-farming-hits-grand-bahama/
Œ3Ɣœ Ibid

Œ3ѵœ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 201Ѷ AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, �assau, 201Ѷ
Œ3ƕœ Ibid
Œ3Ѷœ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 2019 AnnuaѴ ReportĿ. �assau, 2019
Œ39œ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 201Ѷ AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, �assau, 201Ѷ
ŒƓ0œ  IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 2020 AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on AgricuѴture, �assau, 2020

EconomicallyĿ. The webinar showcased female leaders 
throughout five Caribbean countries, who highlighted 
agricultural work being carried out in the Caribbean, and 
collaborative e@orts.ƒƐ

There were combined e@orts made between government, 
civil society organisations, and the IICA, from ƑƏƐѶ onward, 
to implement projects that would develop local food 
production systems and assist locals with producing 
home-grown foods.

In ƑƏƐѶ, The Grand Bahama +outh Apiculture Development 
�roject was established. The project trained Bahamians on 
apiculture (beekeeping), agri-business, agri-tourism, public 
speaking, customer service, capacity building, and institu-
tion strengthening. The BDB partnered with The ��M in 
Grand Bahama, and The Department of Cooperatives Devel-
opment (D�CD), to institute the Grand Bahama Beekeepers 
Cooperative "ociety Ltd (GBBC"). The institute created ten 
(ƐƏ) new agri-businesses that created commodities like 
honey, soaps, candles, and furniture polish.ƒƑ

 The Bahamas Agricultural Health and 
ood "afety Authority 
(BAH
"A) and the IICA, organized webinars and online 
training sessions to provide information to farmers, 
agro-processors, public sector administrators, and private 
sector businesspersons, in celebration of the Global �ne 
Health Day.ƒƒ

In ƑƏƑƏ, there were ƑƏ,ƏƏƏ backyard kits distributed to 
Grand Bahamians, as part of the revitalization of the Back-
yard 
arming �rogramme. The Minister of Agriculture, 
Michael �intard, stated that the programme aims to allow 
Bahamians to ľproduce more of what you are consuming 
locallyĻto help (families shave cost o@ their food billĿ, to 
potentially ľshave o@ ŪƑƏƏ million of the ŪѵƏƏ million spent 
on importsĿ.ƒƓ The Backyard 
arming Initiative began in 
ƑƏƐƔĸ it also catered to economically depressed communi-
ties and behavioural schools like, The "impson �enn Centre 
for Boys, and The )illie Mae �ra� Centre for Girls.ƒƔ   T h e  
Ministry also distributed hydroponic kits to grow leafy 
greens. The Minister claimed that The Government aims to 
launch Aquaponics at schools in The Bahamas.

In ƑƏƐѶ, the IICA trained eighty (ѶƏ) persons on livestock 
management and nutrition, poultry production, and devel-

oping proposals related hereto. The seminar also included 
training for the GBBC" and BAHN�!)�, in providing 
technical assistance and logistical support, through grant 
writing and agro-processing.ƒѵ

In ƑƏƐѶ, The IICA and the BAH
"A, supported the "anitary 
and �hytosanitary ("�") system, by providing it with techni-
cal assistance on prioritizing, preventing, and managing 
pathogens, that a@ect agriculture, food safety, and public 
h e a l t h . ƒƕ

In ƑƏƐƖ, the IICA trained BAH
"A, veterinarians, the 
Department of �ublic Health, the Department of Environ-
mental Health "ervices, and the Ministry of Tourism, on 
biosecurity surveillance and the ľ�ne HealthĿ approach. The 
ľ�ne HealthĿ approach addresses sustainable solutions to 
health issues of people, animals, and the environment.ƒѶ

�ther initiatives supported by the IICA include, The Univer-
sity of 
loridaĽs Caribbean Bee College (CBC) event, that 
trained ƓƏ persons on how to utilize beehive resources and 
o@ered both theoretical and practical instructions on the 
training.ƒƖ

 As part of the IICAĽs "ignificant Achievements of ƑƏƑƏ, the 
organization instituted training workshops and webinars on 
agro-tourism and composting. The workshops entitled, 
ľAgro-tourism �pportunities in the time of C�(ID-ƐƖĿ, 

ľComposting as a BusinessĿ, ľIntroduction to BeekeepingĿ 
and ľGood Agricultural �ractices for �roducersĿ, were 
conducted as webinars, because of the C�(ID-ƐƖ  �andem-
ic.

 In ƑƏƑƏ, the IICA supported the advancement of the ľGreen 
Climate 
und !eadiness �roposal (GC
). The project 
purposed to strengthen the foundation for a climate-re-
sponsive agricultural sector in The Caribbean. Nine (Ɩ) 
Caribbean countries are partaking in the project, with The 
Bahamas as the lead and Dominica, Haiti, "aint Lucia, "aint 
�i�s and Nevis, Belize, "uriname, "aint (incent and the 
Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago, as other participating 
countries. The IICA will be supporting the Ministry of 
Environment and Housing, to implement the project, by 
providing logistical support and assistance.

The IICA has also provided technical support to the Depart-
ment of Environmental �lanning and �rotection (DE��). The 
DE�� commi�ed to the ľIntegrated landscape management 
for addressing land degradation, food security and climate 
resilience challenges in The BahamasĿ project. The IICAĽs 
assistance enabled the department to complete the Global 
Environment 
acility (GE
) ŋ ƕ �roject Identification 
orm 
(�I
). The IICAĽs technical support included, assisting with 
the development of the grant proposal for the project in 
ƑƏƑƐ, and with the implementation of the project.ƓƏ

1Ɠ Ibid.

1Ɣ  Synergy InternationaѴ Systems, ľSynergy �eѴps Further Strengthen Capacity and �nowѴedge of SociaѴ Services 
Representatives in the �ahamasĿ, Synergy InternationaѴ Systems, 1Ɣ �anuary 2021, https://www.synisys.com/syner-
gy-bahamas-promis/

1ѵ Ibid.
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The Bahamas had signed on to the Nagoya �rotocol. This proto-
col allows for the G�B to access genetic food resources and aim 
for a fair and equitable sharing of these resources.ƓƐ

In ƑƏƐѵ, the G�B passed a series of legislation, regarding 
agricultural regulation. The 
ood "afety and  uality Act, �lant 
�rotection Act, and the Animal Health and �roduction Act, 
were passed to strengthen agricultural practices, to be in line 
with international best practices. To be in line with these 
practices, ƓƑBAH
"A, introduced groundwater testing and 
sanitation procedures to North Andros, to reduce water 
contamination. BAH
"A also strengthened the "anitary and 
�hytosanitary ("�") Authority by designing a ĽƐƏ-year concep-
tual framework documentĽ, for a ľCross-sectional Multidisci-
plinary Approach to "urveillance, Detection, Identification, 
Neutralization and �revention of ,oonotic �athogens, along 
the 
ood Chain in The BahamasĿ.Ɠƒ

In ƑƏƐƕ, The Ministry of Agriculture and Marine !esources, 
launched a ľNational "ecurity �olicy and Agenda for ActionĿ 
policy. The policy aims to provide persons economic and physical 
access to suLcient, safe, and nutritious food, to meet their 
dietary needs and food preferences, for an active and healthy 
lifestyle.ƓƓ The G�BĽs immediate initiatives under the policy 
include:

$_; 1onঞn�aঞon o= |_; �a1h�aud �aud;nbn] 
P r o g r a m m e  –  T h i s  p r o g r a m m e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  
s u p p o r t  t o  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g r o w i n g  t h e i r  f o o d .

$_; bn1u;av; o= =ood ruod�1ঞon |_uo�]_ |;1_noѴo -
]� and bnno�aঞon ŋ $_; rau|n;uv_br o= �Ѵadv|on; 
!oad A]ub1�Ѵ|�uaѴ �;n|u; Ő�!A�ő and |_; �aub00; -
an !;v;au1_ and D;�;Ѵorl;n| �nvঞ|�|; Ő�A!D�őķ 
ablv |o d;�;Ѵor ruod�1ঞon rua1ঞ1;v |o bn1u;av; 
v�;;| ro|a|o ruod�1ঞonĺ

$_; v�v|abna0Ѵ; �v; o= u;vo�u1;v bn |_; Cv_;ub;v 
s e c t o r  –  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  N G O s  
a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  t o  s u p p o r t  m a n a g i n g  m a r i n e  
r e s o u r c e s  l i k e  l o b s t e r  a n d  c o n c h .

The Maintenance of Genetically 
Diverse Seeds and Plants

In ƑƏƑƏ, Tribune !adio Limited, partnered with "howman E 
Bistro, a local eatery, for a thanksgiving promotion, which 
provided twelve families in-need, with all the necessary ingredi-
ents to prepare a full thanksgiving meal for seven persons.ƓѶ T h i s  
initiative targeted those persons who were most vulnerable, to 
ensure that they were not le[ out or le[ behind on a day 
celebrated with sharing food.

Tribune !adio Limited, supports H
HĽs �aradise �lates fundrais-
er, with on-air articles, radio commercials, and remote broad-
casts and appearances to promote and spread the word about 
the NG�, its work, and how to get involved.ƓƖ

Tribune Radio
Limited

 Food Affordability
Measures

"|u;n]|_;nbn] |_; ;n=ou1;l;n| o= Cv_;ub;v Ѵ;]bvѴa -
ঞ�; ruo�bvbonvķ |o ruo|;1| laubn; u;vo�u1;v =uol 
bѴѴ;]aѴķ �nu;rou|;dķ and �nu;]�Ѵa|;d Cv_bn]ĺ

In ƑƏƐѶ, The G�B increased (alue-Added Tax ((AT) from ƕ.Ɣѷ 
to ƐƑѷ.ƓƔ, to combat the increase in food rates. The Govern-
ment implemented a policy under the (AT Act, for breadbasket 
foods to have Əѷ (AT (,ero !ated) added.Ɠѵ

In ƑƏƐƖ, The IICA collaborated with the G�B to improve its 
capacity to manage policies, plans and strategies, and strength-
en its institutional frameworkĽ. The IICA assisted with the devel-
opment of the Agricultural Health and 
ood "afety !egulations. 
The organization also supported The BahamasĽ participation in 
Codex, )orld �rganization for Animal Health (�IE), Integrated 
�ollution �revention and Control (I��C), )T� and compliance 
with their agreed measures. The Bahamas ultimately benefited 
from the IICA by being provided with training and networking 
opportunities, in the agricultural sector.Ɠƕ

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 2 PROGRAMMES

The following issues 
are likely to impact the
implementation of SDG 2:

T h e  c o u n t r y  m u s t  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  f o o d
v;1�ub|� ruo]uall;vķ |o 0;�;u ]�auan|;;
a11;vv |o n�|ubঞo�v =ood u;]�ѴauѴ�ĺ

B e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s m a l l  s i z e  ŐѴeading to scaѴe diseconomieső ,
a n d  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  i n p u t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o u r ,  
T h e  B a h a m a s  r e l i e s  h e a v i l y  o n  f o o d  i m p o r t s .

F a r m i n g  i s  n o t  y e t  s e e n  a s  a n  
a�ua1ঞ�; bnd�v|u�ķ |o lan�
B a h a m i a n s .

F o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i t  i s
n;1;vvau� |o ruo�bd; ;d�1a|bonaѴ and
t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  s m a l l  and
l a r g e r - s c a l e  f a r m e r s .

�o]bvঞ1v n;|�ouhv |o lo�; a]ub1�Ѵ|�uaѴ
p r o d u c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g o  i n  a  
ঞl;Ŋ;@;1ঞ�; lann;u au; no| �;ѴѴ 
d e v e l o p e d .
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�ahamas, �uѴy 201Ѷ.
ŒƓ2œ Ibid, Ɣ0
ŒƓ3œ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 2019 AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on AgricuѴture, 2019
ŒƓƓœ $he Ministry of �eaѴth, and $he Ministry of AgricuѴture and Marine Resources, ľ$he �ationaѴ Food ş �utrition Security �oѴicy and Agenda for Action for the CommonweaѴth of $he �ahamasĿ, $he Ministry of �eaѴth, and $he Ministry of 
AgricuѴture and Marine Resources, 201ƕ
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ŒƓѵœ $urntuest, Ava, Ş�readbashet Items �ist to IncѴude �eaѴthier �oodsŞ, $he $ribune, ѵ �une 201Ѷ, http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/201Ѷ/fun/0ѵ/breadbashet-items-Ѵist-to-incѴude-heaѴthier-goods/
ŒƓƕœ IICA �assau �ahamas, ľ$he �ahamas SigniCcant achievements: 2019 AnnuaѴ ReportĿ, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on AgricuѴture, 2019
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Ɣ0 Scott, RacheѴ, ľ	amage to heaѴthcare system in the miѴѴions of doѴѴarsĿ, $he �assau �uardian, 1ƕ September 2019https://thenassauguardian.com/damage-to-heaѴthcare-system-in-the-miѴѴions-of-doѴѴars/, 
Ɣ1 Scott, RacheѴ, ľSands: )e have to assume water on �� and Abaco is contaminatedĿ, $he �assau �uardian, Ɣ September 2019, https://thenassauguardian.com/sands-we-have-to-assume-water-on-gb-and-abaco-is-contaminated/
$he United �ations, ľUniversaѴ 	ecѴaration of �uman RightsĿ, 10 	ecember, 19ƓѶ
Ɣ2 �an American �eaѴth �rgani�ation, ľ�ahamas �eaѴth �LciaѴs Respond to �urricane 	orian with �A��Ľs supportĿ, �an American �eaѴth �rgani�ation, 3 September 2019, https://www.paho.org/en/news/3-9-2019-bahamas-heaѴth-oL-
ciaѴs-respond-hurricane-dorian-pahos-support
Ɣ3 �an American �eaѴth �rgani�ation, ľ�URRICA�� 	�RIA� Situation Report �o. 19Ŀ, �an American �eaѴth �rgani�ation, 3 �ctober 2019, https://www.paho.org/disasters/dmdocuments/Situationѷ20Re-
portѷ20�urricaneѷ20	orianѷ20-ѷ20�ctoberѷ203rd,ѷ202019.pdf
ƔƓ )ard, �asper, ľļ)eĽre here to serveĽĿ, $he �assau �uardian, 9 �ctober 2019, https://thenassauguardian.com/were-here-to-serve/

55 Scotiabanh �ahamas, ŞScotiabanh 	onates Ū30,000 $o Rand MemoriaѴ �ospitaѴ to Aid Restoration �@ortsŞ,
Scotiabanh �ahamas, 23 February 2021,
https://bs.scotiabanh.com/about-scotiabanh/media-centre/news-reѴeases/30000-donation-to-rand-memoriaѴ-hospitaѴ.

ƔƔ Scotiabanh �ahamas, ŞScotiabanh 	onates Ū30,000 $o Rand MemoriaѴ �ospitaѴ to Aid Restoration �@ortsŞ,
Scotiabanh �ahamas, 23 February 2021,https://bs.scotiabanh.com/about-scotiabanh/media-centre/news-reѴeases/30000-donation-to-rand-memoriaѴ-hospitaѴ.
Ɣѵ Scott, RacheѴ, ŞCarnivaѴ signs M�U to heѴp fund repairs to RandŞ, $he �assau �uardian, Ѷ �ovember, 2019, https://thenassauguardian.com/carnivaѴ-signs-mou-to-heѴp-fund-repairs-to-rand/
Ɣƕ Scott, RacheѴ, Ş�ewѴy renovated wards at Rand MemoriaѴ �ospitaѴ recommissionedŞ, $he �assau �uardian, 2ѵ ApriѴ 2021, https://thenassauguardian.com/newѴy-renovated-wards-at-rand-memoriaѴ-hospitaѴ-recommissioned/
ƔѶ $urntuest, Ava, ŞSuperCѴubs �ree�es to transform into ŝѴow-rishŝ heaѴthcare faciѴityŞ, �yewitness �ews, 10 August 2020, https://ewnews.com/supercѴub-bree�es-is-new-faciѴity
Ɣ9 �yewitness �ews, Ş	ept. of �nvironmentaѴ �eaѴth issues new worhpѴace guideѴinesŞ, �yewitness �ews, Ѷ �une 2020, https://ewnews.com/dept-of-environmentaѴ-heaѴth-issues-new-worhpѴace-guideѴines
ѵ0 $he �overnment of $he �ahamas, ŞCombined �ine Month FiscaѴ Snapshot ş Report on �udgetary �erformanceŞ, $he Ministry of Finance, $he �ahamas, ApriѴ 2021,
https://bahamas.gov.bs/wps/wcm/connect/0fƔcebb1-300ƕ-Ɠ2ƕe-Ѷ1bc-dcѵcdѶ3ѵb1bƓ/CombinedƳF+2020ō21ō9ƳMo
nthƳReport-onƳ�udgetaryƳ�erformanceōoptimi�ed.pdfĵM�	ƷA���R�S
ѵ1 Smith, SѴoan, Ş�ovt. spend over Ū1ƕƕ miѴѴion on pandemic responseŞ, �yewitness �ews, 13 �anuary 2021, https://ewnews.com/govt-spend-over-1ƕƕ-miѴѴion-on-pandemic-response

This spreading of human resources created a strain across 
a l l  i s l a n d s . ƔƐ !apid assessments were carried out by the �an 
American Health �rganisation (�AH�), in tandem with the 
Caribbean Disaster and Emergency Management Agency 
(CDEMA), the Caribbean �ublic Health Agency (CA!�HA), 
and other international organizations, so that appropriate 
assistance could be o@ered.ƔƑ The Ministry of Health produced 
printed guidelines on handwashing, water safety and chronic 
disease care, while �ublic "ervice Announcements (�"As) were 
distributed on social media and the radio, to ensure widespread 
reach. Additionally, the Ministry of HealthĽs "yndromic "urveil-
lance Guidelines were updated and distributed to healthcare 
first responders, and (ector "urveillance Training was given by 
�AH� personnel, specifically for rodents and mosquitoes, 

Hurricane Dorian 
��uub1an; Douban rѴa1;d vb]nbC1an| v|u;vv on |_; _;aѴ|_1au; v�v|;l bn $_; �a_alavĺ 
T h e  p r i m a r y  h o s p i t a l  i n  G r a n d  B a h a m a ,  T h e  R a n d  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  
v�0l;u];d   d�ubn] |_; v|oulĺ Al0�Ѵan1;vķ or;uaঞn] uool ;t�brl;n|ķ and bn|;nvb�; 
c a r e  u n i t  e q u i p m e n t  w e r e  a l l  l o s t . 50  $_;u; �av Ѵb�Ѵ; |o no a11;vv |o ro|a0Ѵ; ou dubnhbn] 
�a|;uķ and v;�;uaѴ _;aѴ|_1au; �ouh;uv =uol N;� �uo�bd;n1;ķ �;u; Yo�n bn|o A0a1o 
and �uand �a_alaķ |o o@;u u;Ѵb;=ĺ 

which are known to be disease-carrying.Ɣƒ

The "amaritanĽs �urse, in collaboration with �AH� and 
United "tates Agency for International Development 
(U"AID), provided emergency healthcare services by way of 
a field hospital in Grand Bahama, to o@set the strain from 
the damages to the !and Memorial Hospital in Grand 
Bahama, and healthcare services in Abaco. The facilities 
consisted of a lab, a pharmacy, an operating theatre, an 
emergency room, a male ward, an intensive care unit, a 
female ward, and ƒѵ beds in total.ƔƓ

Many agencies and organizations assisted with the rebuild-
ing e@orts of the !and Memorial Hospital in Grand Bahama, 

including "cotiabank BahamasƔƔ and Carnival Cooperation.Ɣѵ

The G�B allocated ŪƑƐ million, to the rebuilding e@orts. The 
!and was able to welcome patients back into its facilities, in 
April ƑƏƑƐ for the first time since Hurricane Dorian.Ɣƕ

In March ƑƏƑƏ, the first reported case of C�(ID-ƐƖ was 
recorded in The Bahamas. "hortly a[er, the country was 
placed under lockdown by the �rime Minister. These restric-
tions came in the form of emergency orders, which imple-
mented a curfew and outlined essential workers and essen-
tial services. The C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic placed further signifi-
cant strain on the health sector, as healthcare workers 
became infected, and the system neared capacity, numerous 
times. To increase the health systemĽs capacity, the government 
partnered with "uperClubs Breezes in August ƑƏƑƏ, to 
create a low-risk healthcare facility that o@ered beds and 
resources, for low medical care. The "uperClubs Breezes 
!esort was also used as a quarantine facility, during the early 
stages of the �andemic.ƔƖ

In �une ƑƏƑƏ, the Department of Environmental Health 
"ervices (DEH") issued cleaning guidelines for workplaces, 
schools, other buildings, and other public and private spaces. 
The Department also o@ered training on how to properly 
sanitize for the sta@ of the a@ected spaces, and emphasized 
the protocols set by the Ministry of Health, which included, 

wearing a mask and social distancing of at least ѵ feet.

As of March ƑƏƑƐ, the G�B reported a recurring expenditure of 
ŪƐƕ.Ɠm and a capital expenditure of ŪƏ.Ɠm for �ublic Health 
"afety, since the budget year began in �une.ѵƏ 
unds went 
towards outfiমng healthcare facilities with equipment and 
s upplies, including those used for contact tracing, quarantine,
and lab work. �rincess Margaret Hospital, "andilands !ehabilita-
tion Centre, "outh Beach Health Centre, and the Elizabeth 
E s t a t es Clinic, also received improvements.ѵƐ

In �anuary ƑƏƑƐ, a (accine Consultative Commi�ee was 
appointed by the �rime Minister, to assist with vaccine 
rollout. The commi�ee consisted of persons from various 
specialty areas including healthcare, business development, 
academia, churches, and the government. The commi�ee 
conducted baseline surveys to gather data for their distribution
plan and identified groups of people to administer the 
vaccines. The G�B rolled out a vaccine campaign to address 
the hesitation surrounding geমng vaccinated. They were 
proactive in doing so, as they began the campaign before the 
vaccines landed in The Bahamas, for national distribution. 
The policy was, taking the vaccine is completely free and 
voluntary, with healthcare workers given priority for receiving
the ļjabĽ. Later, added to the priority list were persons ѵƏ and 
older, uniformed branches, persons working in schools, 
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As of May 2021,
over 39,000
vaccine doses
were
administereD.

ѵ2 �Lce of the �rime Minister, ŞMore priority groups and vaccination centers added to C�(I	-19 vaccine roѴѴ-outŝ,
$he �overnment of $he �ahamas, ƕ ApriѴ 2021, https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/government/news/moreѷ20priorityѷ20groupsѷ20andѷ20vacc
inationѷ20centersѷ20addedѷ20toѷ20covid-19ѷ20vaccineѷ20roѴѴ-out
ѵ3 �an American �eaѴth �rgani�ation, Ş$he �ahamas receives 33,ѵ00 Astra,eneca vaccines from �A��-)��ŝs C�(A* faciѴityŞ, �an American �eaѴth �rgani�ation, 30 March 2021, https://www.paho.org/en/news/30-3-2021-bahamas-re-
ceives-33ѵ00-astra�eneca-vaccines-paho-whos-cova�-faciѴity
ѵƓ�Lce of the �rime Minister, ŞRoѴѴout of C�(I	-19 vaccination campaign to begin on )ednesdayŞ, $he �overnment of $he �ahamas, 1Ɠ March 2021, https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/govern-
ment/news/roѴѴoutѷ200fѷ20covid-19ѷ20vaccinationѷ2�campaignѷ20toѷ20beginѷ200n20wednesday
ѵƔ$he �Lce of the �rime Minister, $he �overnment of $he �ahamas, 2021,https://opm.gov.bs/vaccine/
ѵѵU.S. �mbassy �assau, ŞU.S. �eѴps �ahamas 	istribute C�(I	-19 (accines to �ight FamiѴy IsѴandsŞ, U.S.�mbassy in $he �ahamas, 1ѵ ApriѴ 2021,
https://bs.usembassy.gov/u-s-heѴps-bahamas-distribute-covid-19-vaccines-to-eight-famiѴy-isѴands/
ѵƕ�yewitness �ews, ľUnited States commits ƕƔ0h in heaѴth assistanceĿ, �yewitness �ews, 21 May 2020, https://ewnews.com/united-states-commits-ƕƔ0h-in-heaѴth-assistance

ѵѶ Mc�en�ie, �atario, ľI	� approves Ū20 miѴѴion �ahamas Ѵoan to actuire C�(I	-19 vaccine and aid in distributionĿ, �yewitness �ews, 1Ѷ 	ecember 2020, https://ewnews.com/idb-approves-us-20-miѴѴion-baha-
mas-Ѵoan-to-actuire-and-distribute-covid-19-vaccine-by-end-of-Crst-tuarter-2021
ѵ9 �eaѴthy $ogether �ahamas, $he �ahamas Ministry of �eaѴth, 2020, https://heaѴthytogether.gov.bs/combaমng-covid-19/government-actions/
ƕ0 �eaѴthy $ogether �ahamas, $he �ahamas Ministry of �eaѴth, 2020, https://heaѴthytogether.gov.bs/combaমng-covid-19/restrictions/
ƕ1 �ahamas Ministry of $ourism, �ahamas Ministry of $ourism, https://www.bahamas.com/traveѴupdates
ƕ2 �yewitness �ews, ľCѴeveѴand CѴinic, 	octors �ospitaѴ partner to e�pand heaѴthcare services in $he �ahamasĿ, �yewitness �ews, 2ƕ �anuary 2021,https://ewnews
ƕ3 �yewitness �ews, ľCѴeveѴand CѴinic FѴorida to host free ľ�eaѴthy �abitsĿ webinar with ѴocaѴ professionaѴsĿ, 1Ѷ �anuary 2021, �yewitness �ews, https://ewnews.com/cѴeveѴand-cѴinic-Yori-
da-to-host-free-heaѴthy-habits-webinar-with-ѴocaѴ-professionaѴs
ƕƓ $he Ministry of �eaѴth, ľMinistry of �eaѴth Announces 2019 Steps Survey InitiaѴ ResuѴts: Survey to assess heaѴth habits and rish factors for �on-CommunicabѴe 	iseasesĿ, $he �overnment of $he �ahamas, 2ƕ August 2021, 
https://tinyurѴ.com/ƔnѶ�shrn

hospitality workers, persons with physical disabilities, 
s tudents and athletes studying or competing abroad.ѵƑ Howev-
er, on islands with smaller populations, a prioritized rollout was 
not necessary.

The G�B, through an initiative led by �AH�, received the 
first batch of ƒƒ,ѵƏƏ Astra,eneca vaccines, through C�(A* 
on ƒƏ March ƑƏƑƐ.ѵƒ Additional vaccines are expected to 
arrive until the count reaches ƐƏƏ,ѶƏƏ vaccines received. 
The !ight Honourable �rime Minister and the 
irst Lady 
(wife), along with the Minister of Health, were among the 
first to receive the vaccine.ѵƓ

The Ministry of Health launched a website, ľvax.gov.bsĿ, to 
create greater ease for making appointments, cancelling, 
rescheduling, and downloading certificates, once vaccinated. 
Additionally, the ��M launched a portal on its website, 
where frequently asked questions and myths about the 
vaccine are addressedĸ a vaccine schedule is provided as well 
as a calculator, to estimate when a second dose of the 
vaccine would be needed, from the administration of the 
day, of any first dose.ѵƔ The website also provides a link to 
the Ministry of HealthĽs healthytogether.gov.bs website, for 
additional resources. 

�n Ƒѵ April ƑƏƑƐ, the G�B along with the U.". Embassy, 
embarked on a joint mission, to distribute vaccines to eight 

amily Islands, namely, Mayaguana, Acklins Island, Crooked 
Island, Cat Island, Long Island, Inagua, Bimini, and Eleuthera. 
ѵƕ This targeted e@ort was to ensure that no one was le[ 

behind, as The Bahamas continued to tackle C�(ID-ƐƖ. The 

amily Islands are among the most vulnerable, due to their 
distance from the capital, and the additional time and 
resources it takes to contact them. The United "tates also 
commi�ed ŪƕƔƏ,ƏƏƏ of healthcare funding to The Bahamas, 
for assistance with C�(ID-ƐƖ response e@orts.ѵƕ

The G�B had also secured a ŪƑƏ million loan from the IDB, 
to assist with the procurement and distribution of the 
C�(ID-ƐƖ vaccine, over two years. The project had four 
components that will tackle, strengthening response leader-
ship, expanding the health systems capacity, supporting the 

national C�(ID-ƐƖ strategic plan, and strengthening the 
C�(ID-ƐƖ case management capacity.ѵѶ

The G�B launched the Healthy Together Bahamas initiative, to 
make government information related to C�(ID-ƐƖ, more 
accessible to the public. The website features an overview of 
the Ɣ-phase system which was dra[ed by the C�(ID-ƐƖ Coor-
dinating Commi�ee, and introduced in March ƑƏƑƏ, by the 
�rime Minister. The system was later amended in August, to 
three levels, to be�er manage recovery e@orts. The ƒ-level 
system allowed the government to navigate the management of 
C�(ID-ƐƖ, given the archipelagic nature of The Bahamas, with 
Level ƒ indicating the most restriction of movement, and Level Ɛ 
indicating the most ease of movement.ƕƏ

The website also includes resources for family, sexual, and 
mental health, such as tips and information on where to seek 
assistance. C�(ID-ƐƖ data is updated regularly and there 
are also resources for travelling during the �andemic. Links 
to the Ministry of HealthĽs social media pages, where they 
share updates and information, are also available.


or travel into The Bahamas, all adults are required to have a 
Bahamas Travel Health (isa, whether vaccinated or not. 
Travellers may also opt for C�(ID-ƐƖ health insurance, 
which is covered in the Bahamas Travel Health (isa applica-
tion fee. The processing time for the visa is ƓѶ hours, and the 
price varies depending on the duration of stay. (accinated 
travellers are not subject to the same testing requirements 
as unvaccinated travellers. The Bahamas Health (isa appli-
cation process is available online.ƕƐ

In ƑƏƐƖ, the Ministry of Health administered a "TE�" ƑƏƐƖ 
survey, which aimed to assess ľhealth habits and risk factors 
for Non-Communicable DiseasesĿ. The survey found that 
though levels of physical activity have improvedĸ eating, 
drinking, and lifestyle habits among Bahamians, contribute 
to the countryĽs population having significant health 
challenges. 

Non-Communicable
Dis eas es

Notably, the survey results found that the 
average Bahamian consumes more than double 
the daily recommended dose of salt, 

consumes ѵƓ pounds of added sugar a year, 

drinks less than the daily recommended amount 
of water,

eats less than the recommended number of 
fruits and vegetables a day, 

and is overweight. 


urther, there has been an increase in the number of Baha-
mians who smoke and drink, and  65%  o f  t h e  s u r v e y e d  p o p u -
lation, was reported as not using condoms. !ape andņor 
"exual Assault were surveyed at Ɛƒ.Ɛѷ. The findings from 
the "TE�" ƑƏƐƖ survey, are to be used to shape and inform 
initiatives found in the )ellness in the Nation ƑƏƐƕ-ƑƏƑƑ 
�lan.ƕƓ

In �anuary ƑƏƑƐ, Doctors Hospital Health "ystem (DHH"), 
partnered with Cleveland Clinic to form a strategic advisory 
council. The aim is to expand and improve healthcare 
services in The Bahamas, with a focus on outpatient services 
and centres of excellence. This two-year agreement has the 
potential to make critical services more accessible to citizens 
and residents of The Bahamas, through access to the Cleve-
land ClinicĽs experts in leadership development, strategic 

Health care
P artners h ips

planning, and clinical education.ƕƑ The Cleveland Clinic also 
held a ľHealthy Habitsŝŝ webinar, in �anuary ƑƏƑƐ, with local 
healthcare personnel and professionals. The webinar, which  
was free of charge, focused on the relationship between diet 
and certain non-communicable diseases, such as diabetes 
and high blood pressure, which are prevalent in Bahamian 
society.ƕƒ
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The Healthy Bahamas Coalition adopted the regional campaign 
for front-of-package labelling, led by the Healthy Caribbean 
Coalition, �AH�, the United Nations International ChildrenĽs 
Emergency 
und (UNICE
), and the �rganization of Eastern 
Caribbean "tates (�EC") Commission. The campaign titled, 
ľNow More than Ever: Be�er Labels, Be�er Choices, Be�er 
HealthĿ, calls for easily noticeable, octagon-shaped warning 
labels, to identify food products that are high in fats, sugars, and 
salts. These labels aim to help consumers make healthier choic-
es, when making dietary decisions. The multimedia campaign 
which included �"As, videos and Yyers, ran from March ƑƏƑƐ to 
April ƑƏƑƐ. 7 5

T h e Health y Bah am as
Coalition

The Bahamas National Commission on Marijuana was approved 
by the Cabinet, in �uly ƑƏƐѶ. "ince then, they have conducted 
research and a survey, to gather information on public 
aমtudes about the growing, selling, and use of marijuana in 
T h e  B a h a m a s . 7 6  The commi�eeŝs report was presented in 
�anuary ƑƏƑƏ, which made ƑƓ recommendations to the govern-
ment. The survey, which was conducted between November 
and December ƑƏƑƏ, a[er the report was presented, found that

The Bahamas National Commission
on Marijuana

The National Health Insurance Authority (NHIA) has enrolled 
over ƐƏƏ,ƏƏƏ Bahamian citizens and residents in the National 
Health Insurance (NHI) Bahamas �rogram, since it was launched 
in ƑƏƐƕ. This milestone achievement, accomplished in April 
ƑƏƑƐ, represents over a quarter of the Bahamian population. 
The program grants those enrolled, a@ordable, quality health-
care, with a primary care physician of their choice. A survey that 
was conducted, revealed that beneficiaries of the program, 
reported ƖƔѷ patient satisfaction.ƕѶ Another significant 
achievement made by the NHIA was the introduction of the 
Electronic Health !ecord (EH!), using Telehealth. The EH! 
provided by eClinical)orks (etc.), allows healthcare providers to 
keep digital records of their patientsŝ health information, to 
allow comprehensive information to be available to care teams. 
This can also allow healthcare providers, labs, and specialists to 
share health information, to enhance the quality and precision 
of care.ƕƖ

National Health
Insurance

84%

80%

25%

55%

40%

ѶƓѷ of respondents believed that 
marijuana should be legalized for 
medicinal use, 

with ѶƏѷ of respondents indicating 
that they would use marijuana, if 
instructed to by a doctor.

However, ƑƔѷ of respondents 
believed that marijuana legalised for 
medicinal purposes, would be 
abused in some way, 

ƔƔѷ said that people should not be 
allowed to grow their medicinal 
marijuana,

while ƓƏѷ support the personal 
growth of medicinal marijuana. 7 7

The Bahamas National Commission on Marijuana has been 
reappointed to run until �une ƑƏƑƐ, to fulfil its mandate. 

At the time of writing this report, there are no specific taxes that 
earmarks funding for NHI Bahamas. However, in its ƑƏƐƖ 
!esponse to Consultation report, the NHIA outlined its inten-
tion to make the NHI program more a@ordable, accessible, and 
e@ective. To do this, the NHIA was recommending options to 
support financing and expansion of program benefits via the 
implementation of an employee contribution to Ɛ.Ɣѷ of income, 
removing a ƔƏѷ cap on employee premium contributions, and 
adding all paediatric cancers to the standard health benefit. 
Before establishing NHI, approximately ƕƏѷ of Bahamian 
citizens and residents did not have health insurance.ѶƏ

NHI
Bahamas
modern | affordable | accessible

A study done by �AH� in ƑƏƑƏ, found that mental, neurological, 
substance use disorders, and self-harm (MN""), account for 
between a fourth and a fi[h of the disease burden of non-com-
municable diseases, in Ɣ-year-olds. Up until age Ɣ, these MN"" 
diseases, which account for the disease burden, are mostly 
epilepsy (ƓƓѷ) and autism (ƓѶѷ). A[er age Ɣ, between ages Ɣ and 
ƐƔ, anxiety disorders, conduct disorders, and headaches, become 
more prominent, each comprising about ƐѶѷ of the MN"" 
disease burden. The report finds that around age ƑƏ, throughout 
adulthood, disorders such as depression, anxiety, somatic system 
disorder, and self-harm, are responsible for ƒƕѷ of the MN"" 
disease burden, while headaches account for ƑƐѷ, substance 
abuse for ƑƏѷ, and severe mental disorders, for about Ɩѷ.  Elder-
ly persons most o[en su@er from a neurocognitive disorder 
associated with AlzheimerĽs disease, which is responsible for 
more than ƔƏѷ of the MN"" disease burden at age ѶƏ, and more 
than ƕƏѷ at age ѶƔ and above. The study also found that men 
were most a@ected by headaches, alcohol disorders, dementia, 
and Alzheimerŝs disease, while women were most a@ected by 
depressive disorders, anxiety disorders, and headaches.ѶƐ

Mental
Health

In �ctober ƑƏƐƖ, Minister of Health, Dr Duane "ands, 
expressed concerns about the mental health of citizens and 
residents of The Bahamas, post-Hurricane Dorian.ѶƑ Earlier that 
year, Dr. "ands had also expressed concerns about the ľgaming 
addictionĿ in The Bahamas.Ѷƒ

In April ƑƏƑƏ, The Bahamas �sychological Association, repur-
posed its help-lines to those who may be experiencing psycho-
logical stress during the �andemic, and the changes it brought to 
individuals and communities. It was able to achieve this initiative 
through collaboration with �AH� Caribbean, The Ministry of 
Health, and the �ublic Hospitals Authority (�HA).ѶƓ     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Americares, an NG�, signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(M�U), with the G�B, which outlined that Americares would 
provide an array of health services, including mental health and 
psychological support, as well as primary care for those recover-
ing from Hurricane Dorian.ѶƔ

�AH� donated tablets to help with mental health support, amid 
the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic, in �anuary ƑƏƑƐ. The tablets were 
donated to the Ministry of �ublic Health and the �ublic HospitalĽs 
Authority. Complete with memory cards, the tablets can keep 
track of the demographic information and number of persons 
who use the English and Creole hotlines. The tablets will also be 
used to track what kind of mental health conditions are experi-
enced, and harmonize services from various healthcare providers, 
carry out virtual psychology sessions, and measure the e@ective-
ness of conduction sessions, virtually.Ѷѵ

ƕƔ �eaѴthy Caribbean CoaѴition, Ş�ow More $han �ver RegionaѴ Campaign �romoting Front-of-�achage )arning �abeѴѴingŞ, �eaѴthy Caribbean CoaѴition, 12 March 2021, https://www.heaѴthycaribbean.org/now-more-than-ever-region-
aѴ-campaign-promoting-front-of-pachage-warning-ѴabeѴѴing/ĵ>cѴidƷIwARѴo�ACFu�2hƔ02�v� cf),I�St�ѵ)r�u�m	trM01Ct UmmMFѵƵ��t�cSōc
ƕѵ Smith, SѴoan, ŞMarifuana commission reactivated untiѴ �une 2021Ş, �yewitness �ews, 1Ɣ August 2021, https://ewnews.com/marifuana-commission-reactivated-untiѴ-fune-2021
ƕƕ Smith, SѴoan, Ş+�S A�	 ��: �ahamians ѴargeѴy support medicaѴ marifuana but oppose recreationaѴ useŞ, �yewitness �ews, 13 ApriѴ 2021,
https://ewnews.com/yes-and-no-bahamians-ѴargeѴy-support-medicaѴ-marifuana-but-oppose-recreationaѴ-use
ƕѶ �ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance Authority, Ş$he �ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance Authority announces appointment of new C��Ş, $he �ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance Authority, February 22nd, 2021, https://www.nhibahamas.gov.bs/the-nation-
aѴ-heaѴth-insurance-authority-announces-appointment-of-new-ceo/Ų:Ŝ:te�
ƕ9 �ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance Authority, ľ��I has Ѵaunched the �Ѵectronic �eaѴth RecordĿ, �ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance Authority, �ovember 1Ѷth, 2019, https://www.nhibahamas.gov.bs/nhi-Ѵaunch-ehr/Ų:Ŝ:te�tƷ�ation-
aѴѷ20�eaѴthѷ20Insuranceѷ20Authorityѷ20Ő��IA,recordѷ20aѷ20patientsѷ20heaѴthѷ20information.

Ѷ0  �ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance Authority, ľ�ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance- A Shared ResponsibiѴity: response to �ubѴic ConsuѴtationĿ, �ationaѴ �eaѴth Insurance Authority, 31 �anuary, 2019, https://www.nhibahamas.gov.bs/wp-content/up-
Ѵoads/��Iō�ubѴic-ConsuѴtation-�aper.pdf
Ѷ1 https://www.paho.org/sites/defauѴt/CѴes/2020-09/MentaѴ�eaѴth-proCѴe-2020ѷ20�ahamasōCountryōReportōFinaѴ.pdf
Ѷ2 https://ewnews.com/ministry-of-heaѴth-addresses-mentaѴ-iѴѴnesses-due-to-gaming-addiction 
Ѷ3 https://ewnews.com/ministry-of-heaѴth-addresses-mentaѴ-iѴѴnesses-due-to-gaming-addiction
ѶƓ https://www.bahamasѴocaѴ.com/newsitem/2Ɠ131ƕ/$heō�ahamasō�sychoѴogicaѴōAssociationheѴpōѴinesōtoōcovidѴ 9 MentaѴō�eaѴthōandō�sychoѴogicaѴōServices.htmѴ
ѶƔ https://ewnews.com/americares-mou-to-provide-criticaѴ-heaѴth-support-to-dorian-survivors
Ѷѵ https://www.paho.org/en/news/2ѵ-1-2021-paho-bahamas-turhs-and-caicos-isѴands-oLce-mahes-donation-strengthen-mentaѴ-heaѴth
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CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 3 PROGRAMMES

Economic strain 
on the
Healthcare
System

Healthcare
Worker
Burnout

The Stigma 
surrounding
Mental Health

Public attitudes
towards COVID-19 
Vaccine

Public fatigue
surrounding 
Mobility 
Restrictions

Eating Habits

Sustainable 
financing of 
health care 
services

Tribune Radio
Limited

Tribune !adio Limited held their fourth annual 
ľDunkin for BoobiesĿ fundraiser, in ƑƏƐƖ. The event 
gave the public an opportunity to dunk The Tribune 
!adioĽs, radio personalities, in dunk tanks, for a 
small fee. The proceeds were donated to the 
Cancer "ociety. Corporate sponsors donated about 
Ūѵ,ƏƏƏ, while the total amount raised was ŪƖ,ƏƏƏ.

Tribune !adio Limited also held a fitness challenge 
for its employees, to encourage wellness. They 
partnered with The "ports Centre, Cooperative 
Credit Union, and Evolve 
unctional 
itness. Evolve 

unctional 
itness o@ered the participants free 
membership and classes.

SDG  3

Figure 8 .   “ D U N K I N  F O R  B O O B I E S ”  F U N D R A I S E R ,
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

4 QUALITY
    EDUCATION

The Ministry of Education has ventured beyond merely using 
the ļ"DGĽ language, to actualize its goals. The Ministry aims 
to provide �re-primary Education on the "DGs, to ensure 
that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood 
development. The Ministry of EducationĽs policy statements 
and budgetary priorities, suggest its oLcial position on 
having a keen awareness of the importance of achieving an 
internationally agreed agenda, whilst simultaneously 
contributing to sustainable national development. 

In accordance with the governmentĽs growth and fiscal 
austerity measures, cuts were made across national budgets. 
However, there was a significant increase in the Ministry of 
EducationĽs recurring and capital budgetsĸ ƐƏѷ and ƑƏѷ 
respectively. Twenty percent of the governmentĽs total 
ƑƏƐƖņƑƏ national budget was allocated to the Ministry of 
EducationĽs capital works.Ѷƕ

The education system is not producing graduates with 
the skills required by the business sector.

There is a significant gap in identifying key skills needed.

There is a significant gap in the process to ensure that 
the education system delivers those key skills.Ɩƒ

�n_an1bn] 1ara1b|� =ou u;v;au1_ and bnno�aঞon _av rovbঞ�; blrѴb1aঞonv =ou blruo�bn] 
;d�1aঞon t�aѴb|� and ;d�1aঞonaѴ a�abnl;n|ķ 1on|ub0�ঞn] |o bn1u;av;d ruod�1ঞ�b|� 
and v�0v;t�;n| ;1onolb1 a1ঞ�b|�ĺ $_;u; bv a _;b]_|;n;d n;;d =ou ruo]uall;v |_a| 
=o1�v on 0o|_ _aud and vo[ vhbѴѴvķ av ;lrѴo�;uv o[;n 1b|; a Ѵa1h o= �;ѴѴŊt�aѴbC;d �ouhŊ
;uv av on; o= |_;bu rublau� 0�vbn;vv 1_aѴѴ;n];vĺ �n�;v|l;n| bn ;d�1aঞon and |uabnbn] _av 
0;;n a h;� ruboub|� =ou |_; ]o�;unl;n|ķ d�ubn] |_; r;ubod �nd;u u;�b;�ĺ

Ѷƕ  https://www.bahamasbudget.gov.bs/media/CѴerōpubѴic/eѶ/0Ɠ/eѶ0Ɠ023c-cƕѵd-Ɠ01Ѷ-a>9-a3cd002bƓ3bѶ/suppѴementaѴōhurricaneōdorianōbudgetōboohōfanō29ō2020-compressed.pdf

ѶѶ �rade �eveѴ Assessment $est Ő��A$ő
Ѷ9 �rade �eveѴ Assessment $est Ő��A$ő
90 �ahamas �unior CertiCcate Ő��Cső
91 Ministry of �ducation, �ducationaѴ StatisticaѴ 	igest, 2012-13 ŐMinistry of �ducation, $he CommonweaѴth of $he �ahamas 2012 Ministry of �ducation AnnuaѴ Report 2010-2011. �assau: Research and �Ѵanning Unitő
92 Ministry of �ducation, �ducationaѴ StatisticaѴ 	igest, 2012-13 ŐMinistry of �ducation, $he CommonweaѴth of he �ahamas 2012 Ministry of �ducation AnnuaѴ Report 2010-2011ő �assau: Research and �Ѵanning Unit
93 )orhing �aper State of the �ation )orhing �aper on �uman CapitaѴ p ѵ3
9Ɠ $orrado Monica, +outh UnempѴoyment in the Caribbean, 201Ɠ )orѴd �anh �AC Report: http://www.db�chiѴd.org/upѴoads/docs/youthōunempѴoymentōinōtheōcaribbeanō201Ɠ.pdf

The Ministry of Education is responsible for more than 
ƔƏ,ƏƏƏ students, spread across approximately ƐƕƏ educa-
tional institutions and ƐƓ districts, on the major islands. In 
addition, there are ƕƕ independent schools and tertiary 
entities, including UB. Education is compulsory for children 
between the ages of Ɣ and Ɛѵ, and is free of cost in public 
education schools. �rimary school enrolment is practically 
universal, and net enrolment in secondary education is 
almost ѶƔѷ. In the 
iscal +ear (
+) ƑƏƐƖņƑƏƑƏ, spending on
education accounted for about ƒѷ of GD�. To ensure access 
to tertiary level education, the G�B has introduced a tuition 
waiver scheme and has reduced entry requirements for 
students wishing to pursue higher education at UB. Under-
graduate degrees are also free of charge, for Bahamian 
citizens who are enrolled in a minimum number of courses. In 
an e@ort to leave no one behind, 
amily Island students are 
provided with additional financial support, to ensure that the 

SDG 4

Ensure inclusive 
and equitable 
quality education 
and promote 
lifelong Learning
opportunities 
for all

lack of accommodations, is not a barrier to accessing tertia-
ry-level educational opportunities at UB.

Although children generally have equitable access to quality 
education, the education system grapples with low levels of 
student a�ainment. �nly ƔƏѷ of graduating high school 
students achieve a diploma, in any given year. The other half 
are awarded a ľcertificate of a�endanceĿĸ that is, although 

Additionally, there are significant concerns about the education system. These 
concerns include the following:

they a�ended classes, they did not achieve the standard 
required for graduation. Additionally, the national examina-
tions at the thirdѶѶ, sixthѶƖ, ninthƖƏ, and twel[h-grade levels, 
reveal widening performance gaps between private and 
public schools, and between boys and girls.ƖƐ �rivate schools 
tend to perform be�er than public schools and girls tend to 
perform be�er than boys.ƖƑ   

Many of these young people join the labour force but do not 
have the skills necessary for employment ŋ both so[ skills 
(punctuality and a�endance) and hard skills (appropriate 
literacy and numeracy level).  A ƑƏƐƓ study by the )orld 
Bank on +outh Unemployment in the Caribbean,ƖƓ noted that 
ƒƓ.Ɣѷ of employers in The Bahamas, cite the need for expe-

rience as a critical determinant of employment. Additionally, 
the inadequacy of the workforceĽs education was seen as the 
single largest obstacle to doing business in The Bahamas. 
These inadequacies are seen in both public and private 
sectors, and large and small businesses. 

1
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The Ministry of Education’s 
Virtual Learning Portal

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 4

Interventions explained in the previous (N! will not be elabo-
rated upon here, as there has been no evidence of significant 
changes thereto. "uch interventions include the "tudent 
Achievement Unit, �roviding Access to Continued Education 
(�ACE), "uccess Ultimately !eassures Everyone ("U!E), and 
Transitional Alternative �rogramme for "tudents (TA�") 
programmes. It is worth mentioning that since the last (N!, no 
known progress has been made on the Multi-"ervice Centre for 
Adults with Developmental Disabilities ŋ i.e., a facility intended 

to provide a safe, nurturing, learning, living and supportive 
environment for such adults. �ne of the facilityĽs goals is, to 
provide opportunities for the training and development of 
persons residing in the facility.ƖƔ

That said, improvements to the educational system and 
outcomes have been listed among the eight (Ѷ) priorities moni-
tored by the �rime MinisterĽs Delivery Unit. The five (Ɣ) areas of 
focus and its current status are highlighted in the image below.

Notwithstanding the digital divide that manifested in the early 
months following the G�BĽs response to C�(ID-ƐƖ, the 
following graphs show that the login activity of students, as of 
�ctober ƑƏƑƏ, was rather robust ŋ equalling a total number of 
Ɠѵ,ѶƒƓ students, using the Ministry of EducationĽs virtual learn-
ing pla�orm. 

ƕ new schools 
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ƐƏƏѷ of schools 
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The demand for accessible learning technologies skyrocketed in 
the immediate a[ermath of Hurricane Dorian, and has contin-
ued through the C�(ID-ƐƖ response. As such, the Ministry of 
Education has had to adjust its learning portal, to accommodate 
the needs of its users. The following are key components of the 
learning portalĽs functions:

The Ministry of Education’s 
Virtual Learning Portal

Education Management 
Information System (EMIS)

Houses Educational !esources inclusive of Digital 
!esources designed for subjects and levels.

Analysis of "tudent Assessment and "tudent "upport.

Allows for Teaching across Districts and "chools.

Allows for Life-long Learning even under Emergency 
ņCrisis situations.

Learning Management
System (LMS)

A Centralized "ystem for "chool Management and Data 
Collection using the information on "tudents and "ta@.

Data is housed in the EMI" relevant to Demographics, 
"chool �rograms, �erformance, A�endance, and 
Behaviour, etc.

Contributes to, and allows for, e@ective "chool Manage-
ment and Decision-making, at policy and operational 
levels, as well as meeting reporting obligations.

$A��� ƓĹ I"LAND" )HE!E "TUDENT" L�GIN"
T� THE �LAT
�!M A!E ƻƐƏƏƏ

ABACO ANDROS ELEUTHERA EXUMA & CAYS GRAND BAHAMA NEW PROVIDENCE
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Notwithstanding the digital divide that manifested in the early 
months following the G�BĽs response to C�(ID-ƐƖ, the 
following graphs show that the login activity of students, as of 
�ctober ƑƏƑƏ, was rather robust ŋ equalling a total number of 

9Ɣ �ahamas �ocaѴ February 201ѵ, Sign unveiѴed for MuѴti- Service Centre for AduѴts with 	eveѴopmentaѴ 	isabiѴities. Accessed at: Œhttps://www.bahamasѴocaѴ.com/newsitem/1ƓƔѵ3Ɣ/SignōunveiѴedō-
forōMuѴtiōServiceōCentreōforōAduѴtsōwithō	eveѴopmentaѴō	isabiѴitiesō�ѴadstoneōRoad.htmѴœ

Ɠѵ,ѶƒƓ students, using the Ministry of EducationĽs virtual learn-
ing pla�orm. 
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Environmental Stewardship
Education

SDG 4 Partnerships during Hurricane
Dorian &COVID-19 Responses

The Bahamas National Trust (BNT) continues to collaborate 
with the G�B and partners, to ensure that relevant biodiversity 
information is integrated into formal and informal educational 
programmes. These programmes include the inclusion of 
Conservation Issues into the National Curriculum, and Teacher 
Training )orkshops to help support thisĸ the development of 
the National �ark "ystem throughout the archipelago, to work 
as outdoor classroomsĸ implementing A[er-school Environ-
mental Clubs, ľDiscovery ClubĿ in over ѵƏ schools, and Environ-
mental Education Camps on several 
amily Islands.Ɩѵ

In addition to government initiatives, other entities are working 
to ensure that no one is le[ behind. 
inancing for most of the 
Ministry of EducationĽs e@orts is sourced mainly from the 
consolidated fund. However, in ƑƏƐƖ, the recent "cience, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics ľ"TEM for �ceans 
Education InitiativeĿ by the �an-American Development 
oun-
dation and !oyal Caribbean Ltd., is of particular significance to 
small island-big ocean states and demonstrates ways in which 
partnerships can address the specific needs of "mall Island 
Developing "tates ("ID"). �ther NG�s provide essential 
services in raising awareness of the "DGs through experiential 
learning activities. Notable organizations in this regard include, 
B!EE
, CICI, and CEI, to name a few.Ɩƕ

The I�M, following its �bjective Ɠ.Ƒ, supported ƑƏƏ children 
(ƐƏƏ 
emale, ƐƏƏ Male) with remote education, via the distribu-
tion of tablet computers and internet access. In coordination 
with the Ministry of Education, I�M prioritized students with a 
migration background, while others supported the core groups 
of students. The organization plans to continue to advocate, 
and conduct training for, migrants and marginalized groups. 
�ne of the entityĽs ideas is to provide English language courses 
for adults.

Indeed, one of the key challenges to "DG Ɠ implementation was 
the limited progress on retaining boys in the educational 
system, as well as limited progress on closing the performance 
gaps between public and private schools. To contribute to 
levelling the playing field in this regard, the Lyford Cay 
ounda-
tion spearheads an educational enhancement programme 
(
�CU"), for public school students.ƖѶ

Tribune !adio Limited engages work study students each year, 
from "t AnneĽs High "chool. They have also engaged students 
from other schools and learning institutions such as, C. !. 
)alker "enior High "chool,  ueens College, and The Learning 
!esources "ection. In addition to work study, Tribune !adio 
Limited has also engaged college interns to allow those pursu-
ing an education in related disciplines, an opportunity for 
on-the-job experience. This experience helps to shape candi-
dates of quality, for employment and entrepreneurship.ƖƖ   

Tribune Radio 
Limited

Achieving "DG Ɠ will depend on the following: 

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 4 PROGRAMMES

Increased and sustained funding for education and 
training at all levels, with specific emphasis on Early 
Childhood Education and (ocational Training.

Investment in !esearch and e@orts to reduce the gap in 
"chool Enrolment between girls and boys.

9ѵ (�R 2-1Ѷ
9ƕ  http://m.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2019/feb/0ƕ/stem-oceans-education-Ѵaunch/

9Ѷ https://Ѵyfordcayfoundations.org/our-programmes-focus/
99 $ribune Media �roup S	� Report 2021
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

5 Gender
Equality

Achieve Gender 
Equality AND
Empower all
Women AND Girls

SDG 5

The study found that aমtudes about gender roles are formed at 
a young age in the home. A significant majority (ѶƑ.ƒѷ) of all 
respondents came from a home that had a mother figure 
present, while less than half (ƓѶ.ѵѷ) of all respondents came 
from a home that had a father figure present. These findings 
support the idea that the Bahamian society is matrifocal in 
nature, as other scholars have also found. The study also found 
that respondents were typically more receptive to messages 
received from their own sex. Conclusions of the study noted 
that, to promote gender equality in The Bahamas, faith-based 
groups may have to structure their teachings in a way to reYect 
that outcome.ƐƏƏ

The United Nations High Commissioner for !efugeesĽ (UNHC!) 
Background Note on Gender Equality, Nationality Laws and 
"tatelessness, ƑƏƑƏ, notes that The Bahamas has still not 
successfully reformed the constitution to grant Bahamian 

A ƑƏƐƖ &� v|�d� ঞ|Ѵ;dķ ľ�;aunbn] �;nd;uŊ0av;d Aম|�d;v bn $_; �a_alavĿķ
=o�nd |_a| alon] lov|Ѵ� �nb�;uvb|� v|�d;n|v 0;|�;;n |_; a];v o= ƐѶŊƑƓķ _;a�bѴ� 
v|;u;o|�r;d ];nd;u aম|�d;v �;u; ruolbn;n|ĺ $_;v; aম|�d;v bn1Ѵ�d;dķ |_a| a lan 
v_o�Ѵd 0; |_; _;ad o= |_; _o�v;_oѴd and |_a| a �olan v_o�Ѵd v�0lb| |o _;u _�v0andĸ 
_o�;�;uķ Cndbn]v aѴvo u;�;aѴ;d |_a| u;vrond;n|v dbva]u;;d |_a| a �olanŝv rѴa1; bv bn 
|_; _ol; and |_a| a lan ;�ru;vv;v _bv Ѵo�; |o _bv rau|n;u 0� _bমn] _;uĺ 

100 CѴe://C:/Users/aѴѴiciaroѴѴe/	ownѴoads/339-1Ɠѵ1-1-��1.pdf
101 https://www.refworѴd.org/country,,��S,Ɣf0dƕѵ93Ɠ,0.htmѴ
102 https://bѴogs.iadb.org/caribbean-dev-trends/en/home-not-so-sweet-in-times-of-covid19/

103 https://thenassauguardian.com/reports-of-domestic-vioѴence-increase-by-two-percent-during-pandemic/
10Ɠ https://ewnews.com/women-shouѴdering-greater-domestic-burden-during-covid-19
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women and men equal rights, when passing on their nationality 
to their children. A child born to a Bahamian mother and foreign 
father, still does not automatically inherit Bahamian citizenship. 
However, a child born to a Bahamian father and foreign mother, 
does.ƐƏƐ

During C�(ID-ƐƖ, the IDB acknowledged that domestic 
violence was on the rise in the region and beyond, due to 
lockdowns and restraints placed on movement, to slow down 
the spread of the virus.ƐƏƑ A separate IDB study conducted in 
April ƑƏƑƏ, surveyed ƖƐƏ people from The Bahamas and 
revealed that ƐƐ.ƒѷ of women surveyed, expressed a rise in 
domestic violence in their homes, since the start of the �andem-
ic. The study also noted that there may be an instance of under-
reporting, and the actual numbers may be higher. �verall, the 
burden of unpaid-care work such as home-schooling, entertain-
ing children, caring for elders in the family, and cooking and 

cleaning, is performed by women. The Department of 
Gender and 
amily A@airs (DG
A) in the Ministry of "ocial 
"ervices and Urban Development, along with UB, adminis-
tered a survey in ƑƏƑƏ, to gather information about family 
safety and the prevalence of Domestic (iolence, during 
C�(ID-ƐƖ. Initial findings from the survey found that 
Domestic (iolence was up Ƒѷ.ƐƏƒ The Bahamas Crisis Centre 
also reported a ƒƏѷ uptick in domestic violence related 
callsƐƏƓ, and The Bahamas Christian Council also noted the 
rise in domestic violence, while calling for planned relief 
measures.

There is a thirty-three percent (ƒƒѷ) gender pay gap 
between women and men, and most persons living below 
the poverty line are women. 
urther, poverty is more preva-
lent in homes headed by women, as opposed to those he 
aded by men. !ural households experience the highest rates 
of poverty, making rural women among the most vulnerable 
in the population.ƐƏƔ

The Gender Inequality Index (GII) measures the disparities 
between women and men in empowerment, reproductive 
health, and the labour market. A score of zero (Ə) would 
reYect no disparities in equality between men and women, 
and a score of one (Ɛ) would indicate strong disparities. The 
ƑƏƐƖ GII data reYects The Bahamas as having a GII of 
Ə.ƒƓƐ.ƐƏѵ

The Department of Gender and 
Family Affairs (DGFA)

The DG
A within the Ministry of "ocial "ervices and Urban 
Development, maintains a relationship with NG�s and 
regularly hosts monthly meetings where NG�s receive 
updates, network, and may access additional resources 
through the DG
A. The DG
A allocated over ŪƐƔƏ,ƏƏƏ to 
NG�s in ƑƏƐѶ, to support their ongoing work and 
programmes in various communities, particularly those 
communities that are most vulnerable and are at risk of 
being le[ behind. 

In "eptember ƑƏƐѶ, The DG
A, using information gathered 
earlier that year via survey, hosted a �am �reservative-mak-
ing )orkshop for women in the rural community of "outh 
Andros, focusing on local fruits such as guavas, mangos, 
sapodillas, and seagrapes. The Department also hosted 
straw plaiting workshops for women, men, and school 
students, in the rural islands of Acklins and Crooked Island. 
Both workshops provided skills that can be used to make 

goods for sale, thus enhancing economic empowerment.
)omen farmers in Cat Island were presented with eight 
generators and eight water tanks in ƑƏƐѶ, to support farm-
ing activities and to ensure the opportunity for continuous 
production, during periods of drought. 

A program oLcer from the DG
A a�ended the ľƐƏth Euro-
pean Development !egional Crime and (iolence �revention 
and "ocial Development Capacity-Building Train the Trainers 
)orkshop, for �ersons )orking with the victims and perpe-
trators of Domestic (iolence TrinidadĿƐƏƕ in �anuary ƑƏƐƖ. 
The program oLcer conducted training sessions, with the 
knowledge gained at the Train-the-Trainer )orkshop, for the 
sta@ of The Ministry of "ocial "ervices and Urban Develop-
ment. 

The National )omenĽs Advisory Council, along with the 
DG
A, held an Economic Empowerment Expo for NG�s and 
interested individuals, in November ƑƏƐѶ. �ver ƔƏ NG�Ľs 
and ƑƏƏ people benefi�ed. 

The DG
A is on the steering commi�ee for NEMA, to ensure 
that a gender dimension is built into the formulation of 
plans, strategies, programmes, and policies, on ma�ers of 
national emergencies. In ƑƏƐƖ, The Department was a 
participant in the National Disaster Baseline Assessment, 
a[er Hurricane Dorian. This was the first exercise of its kind. 
The launch of the assessment included a year-long workshop 
in which data, disaster management experiences, and best 
practices are shared. 

In April ƑƏƑƏ, the DG
A launched a survey online, titled 
ľ
amily "afety "urvey Ō C�(ID-ƐƖ BahamasĿ, to collect data 
on households to indicate how the �andemic a@ected the 
prevalence of violence in homes.ƐƏѶ
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Hurricane
Dorian

World Bank Gender 
Equality Report

D e s p i t e  w o m e n  b e i n g  m o r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t h a n  m e n  t o  t h e  
devastating e@ects of Dorian, they were essential in the 
community when it came to childcare and care of the elderly. 
W o m e n  w e r e  a l s o  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  h o u s e -
holds post Dorian.111 The almost exclusive burden of care 
work, serves as yet another barrier to womenĽs ability to be 
mobile, and access rebuilding resources.

)omen and girls served as important actors in recovery and 
relief e@orts, even during the storm, through community 
organizations and utilizing their social networks.

W o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  g r o u p s  
a@ected by natural disasters.   
ollowing Hurricane Dorian, 
an NG� CA!E, conducted a !apid Gender Analysis (!GA) 
using secondary information which predicted that:

It was also found that Ɩ.ƕѷ of households that were headed 
by women, were living in or experiencing poverty, compared 
to ƕ.Ɩѷ of the households headed by men. This made house-
holds led by women, Ɛ.Ѷѷ more likely to be experiencing 
poverty. 

As a response to this, The DG
A in The Ministry of "ocial 
"ervices and Urban Development, partnered with the United 
Nations �opulation 
und (UN�
A) to provide dignity kits to 
women and girls in shelters. The dignity kits included 
menstrual management products, soap, towels, essential 
toiletries, a comb, and a mirror. The kits were provided in 
durable buckets that could also be repurposed. The DG
A 
with UN
�A, also conducted focus groups in the main 
shelter in New �rovidence. These focus groups were to 
assess the needs and concerns of women and girls living in 
the shelter. �utcomes from the focus group informed the 
�rotection against "exual Exploitation and Abuse (�"EA) 
strategies and recommendations given to other key organi-
zations, at regularly held GB( working group meetings. 
The DG
A sta@ were trained by UN
�A personnel in �"EA, 
and a referral pathway for GB( was co-created and made 
available in both English and Creole.

The devastation of Hurricane Dorian resulted in more 
women being displaced than men, on both the islands of 
Grand Bahama and Abaco. )omen were also more restricted 
in their access to the tools needed to build back their homes, 
and the resources needed to return to their communities. 
"ecurity risks were also higher for women compared to men, 
in the relevant communities. In the case of Abaco, many 
women have relocated as reconstruction is making slow, yet 
steady progress.110

According to a ƑƏƐƖ )orld Bank study titled ľ)omen, Business, 
and the Law ƑƏƐƖ: A Decade of !eformŝŝ, The Bahamas was 
ranked ѵƑ out of ƐѶƕ countries and fourth in the region of Latin

ƓƏ,ƑƒѶ women and girls (ƔƐ.Ɠѷ) and ƒѶ,ƏƓƕ men and 
boys (ƓѶ.ѵѷ) were directly a@ected.

!e: )ater, "anitation and Hygiene ()A"H) - ƑƐ,ƓƏƕ 
women and girls require support with menstruation 

!e: "exual and !eproductive Health and !ights ("!H!) 
-ƒ,ƐƒƐ women and adolescent girls will be pregnant (Ɠѷ) 
while ƓƕƏ will face life-threatening complications in 
pregnancy

!e: Gender Based (iolence (GB() - ƓƏ,ƑƒѶ women and 
girls are at risk of gender-based violenceƐƏƖ

America and the Caribbean. The report sought to shed light 
on the ways legal discrimination a@ects women, in areas of 
employment and entrepreneurship. The Bahamas scored ƐƏƏ 
in five of eight categories. Those categories being, going 
places, geমng married, geমng a pension, managing assets, 
and starting a jobĸ The Bahamas scored ƕƔ in running a 
business and geমng paid, and ƑƏ in having children. The 
category ľgoing placesĿ, speaks to the ease of mobility of a 
womanĽs free will, while the category of ľstarting a jobĿ, 
measures how laws played a role in women becoming entre-
preneurs. The section ľgeমng paidĿ, seeks to measure how 
laws a@ect the gap in wages between women and men, and 
the types of jobs they hold employment at, while the catego-
ry ľmanaging assetsŝŝ, seeks to measure the way laws a@ect 
the di@erence in how property is, in men and women. The 
section on ľgeমng a pensionĿ, looks at laws that inYuence the 
amount of pension a woman receives while ľhaving children ŝŝ, 
and zones in on laws that inYuence the way women can work, 

In ƑƏƑƐ, the Minister of National "ecurity announced that the 
sex o@enderĽs registry would be fully established, complete 
with resources, personnel, and infrastructure, by �uly ƑƏƑƐ. 
114  The registry is to keep a list of all sexual o@enders, includ-
ing their places of residence. The o@ender has three days to 
report to the registry, a[er being released from prison, and 
must also provide identification so that a report can be made 
in the register.ƐƐƔ

The Sexual Offenders
Registry

The Convention on the Elimination of All 
orms of Discrimina-
tion Against )omen (CEDA)), is also o[en called the Interna-
tional Bill of Human !ights for )omen. The convention explains 
what is considered discrimination against women and provides 
an agenda for how countries can end those forms of discrimina-
tion.116  In �ctober ƑƏƐѶ, The Bahamas presented at the ƕƐst 
session of CEDA), with a delegation led by the Minister of 
"ocial "ervices and Urban Development. The delegation 
consisted of persons from the DG
A, The �Lce of the A�orney 
General and Legal A@airs, and The Ministry of Education and 

oreign A@airs.  The Bahamas appeared for the constructive 
dialogue and consideration of the countryĽs ѵth periodic report. 
The Minister of "ocial "ervices and Urban Development invited 
the UN to partner with the Ministry, to provide technical 
assistance to be�er protect women and girls. The Minister also 
aLrmed The BahamasĽ commitment to the journey to achieve 
Gender Equality.ƐƐƕ

Equality Bahamas, an NG� that advocates for the rights of 
women through public education, community engagement and 
advocacy, presented a shadow report in response to the 
CEDA) report prepared by DG
A. "hadow reports allow the 
voices of civil society to be heard, while allowing them to o@er 
critiques and recommendations on record to the government. 
�ral submissions were also given by NG� advocates.ƐƐѶ 

CEDAW

a[er being pregnant. 
inally, the section on ľrunning a 
businessĿ, focused on measuring those things that serve as 
barriers to women successfully running a business, as 
opposed to men successfully running a business.ƐƐƒ

SDG 5

109 https://reѴiefweb.int/sites/reѴiefweb.int/CѴes/resources/CAR�ѷ20�urricaneѷ20	orian
ѷ20�ahamasѷ20Rapidѷ20�enderѷ20AnaѴysisōSept2019.pdf
110 https://www.cepaѴ.org/sites/defauѴt/CѴes/pubѴication/CѴes/Ɠѵƕ3ƕ/S2000992ōen.pdf
111 https://www.cepaѴ.org/sites/defauѴt/CѴes/pubѴication/CѴes/Ɠѵƕ3ƕ/S2000992ōen.pdf
112  https://www.cepaѴ.org/sites/defauѴt/CѴes/pubѴication/CѴes/Ɠѵƕ3ƕ/S2000992ōen.pdf

113  http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2019/apr/01/bahamas-matches-us-gender-etuaѴity-report/
 11Ɠ https://ewnews.com/dames-se�-o@enders-register-within-two-months
 11Ɣ https://ewnews.com/dames-govt-to-Ѵaunch-piѴot-Ѵocation-for-se�-o@ender-registry-before-years-end
 11ѵ https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
 11ƕ https://ewnews.com/campbeѴѴ-caѴѴs-on-un-to-partner-with-the-bahamas-to-protect-women-girѴs-rights
 11Ѷ http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/201Ѷ/oct/23/activists-Ѵay-bare-our-womens-rights-faiѴure/
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CI WiL
The Caribbean Institute for )omen in Leadership (CI)iL) 
chapter in The Bahamas, was established on ƑƑ November 
ƑƏƐƖ. CI)iL is an NG� that monitors, increases, and strength-
ens womenĽs political participation and leadership in the Carib-
bean region.ƐƐƖ "ince its establishment, the organization has 
held numerous trainings, symposiums, workshops, and meet-
ings, to engage and educate the Bahamian population and grow 
its membership. CI)iL consistently works across all political 
party lines with politicians, other NG�s, civil society, and the 
G�B, to fulfil its mandate.

The "DGU hosted an interactive webinar by Gabrielle Hosein, 
the Director of the University of The )est Indies "t. AugustineĽs 
Campus Institute for Gender and Developmental "tudies, in 
November ƑƏƑƏ. The lecture, titled ľUnboxing BiasesĿ, tackled 
toxic masculinities, and broke down the stereotypes assigned 
to di@erent genders. The webinar, hosted on 
acebook live, 
allowed for viewers to interact, and ask questions to be�er 
tailor the learning experience.   

The Sustainable Development 
Goals Unit (SDGU)

The DG� is an NG� that provides menstrual hygiene products 
to girls in need. Dignity kits are packaged by the organization, 
which donates the packages to distribution centres that work 
with girls in marginalized communities. Additionally, The DG� 
hosts an annual, ľMy �eriod My �rideĿ seminar, where girls can 
hear from an array of speakers on all things menstruation 
related. The interactive sessions allow the participants to gain a 
be�er understanding of their cycles and boost their confidence. 
The ľMy �eriod My �rideĿ seminar is the educational segment 
of the NG�. The �rganization also has a ľ�eriod Management 
ş HygieneĿ booklet which is available for sale as a �D
 or physi-
cal copy, as well as other menstrual hygiene products, whose 
sales go towards the continuity of the organization.  

The Dignified 
Girls Project

In ƑƏƐƖ, trainers of the Citizen "ecurity and �ustice �rogramme 
(C"��), trained hundreds of community residents in how to 
identify, address and find resolve in challenges relating to 
gender-based, violence, conYict resolution, parenting, and 
sexual assault. The sessions were made free to the public and 
were made accessible to various communities.ƐƑƐ

The Citizen Security 
& Justice Programme

Equality Bahamas is an NG� that promotes promotes women 
and other human rights issues, by way of community engage-
ment, public education, and advocacy. Equality Bahamas has a 
focus to help the most vulnerable communities, in line with 
ensuring that no one is le[ behind.

Equality Bahamas hosts monthly ľ)omenĽs )ednesdaysĿ 
sessions, where the community is invited to engage in open 
dialogue on various topics. The sessions are also recorded and 
streamed on 
acebook Live, to extend the reach and allow 
people to participate virtually. 

Equality Bahamas also has an expo each March, in celebration 
of International )omenĽs Day. �ther organizations are invited 
to come and share about their work in the community, and 
information about how to get involved is provided. There are 
also interactive activity sessions and women-owned business 
vendors. 

Equality
Bah am as

The founder of Equality Bahamas, Alicia )allace, writes for The 
Tribune newspaper every week, to highlight issues on gender 
equality to spark conversation and raise awareness in a public 
arena.ƐƑƏ

In ƑƏƐѶ and ƑƏƐƖ, the !oman-Catholic Archdiocese in 
The Bahamas, held a Ƒѵ-week programme for male perpetra-
tors of GB(. The programme seeks to change the cognitive 
behaviours of men through teaching them various skills that 
they can apply every day, inclusive of how to be�er manage 
their emotions and conYict resolution.

Male Perpetrators
Programme

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 5 PROGRAMMES

HARMFUL STEREOTYPES1

LIMITED PUBLIC EDUCATION 
ON GENDER EQUALITY2

3 LACK OF DATA

SDG 5

119 https://ciwiѴ.org/ciwiѴ-bahamas-nationaѴ-chapter/
120 $ribune Media �roup S	� Report 2021
121 https://www.csfpbahamas.gov.bs/news/hundreds-of-community-residents-get-trained-on-anti-vioѴence-curricuѴum-to-mahe-a-change/
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& SANITATION

Ensure Availability 
and Sustainable 
Management of 
Water and Sanitation
for All

SDG 6
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According to a ƑƏƐƐ IDB report, ƒѶѷ of properties in New 
�rovidence rely on )"C for water, while many households 
and businesses use personal well water and wastewater 
treatment facilities. The o[en untreated and contaminated 
nature of well waterƐƑƑ in The Bahamas, however, has led to 
the normalization of using well water, primarily for washing, 
while relying on purchased water for cooking and drinking. 
"till, some households, lacking access to running water, rely 
solely on water from public water pumps.ƐƑƓ )ater and 
sanitation infrastructures have also su@ered water loss rates 
as high as ƔѶѷ in previous years, caused by years of inade-
quate maintenance.ƐƑƔ  Aimed at improving the lives of 
individuals in the �TH Community, the �THCD�Iņ�TH 
Initiative is emerging as a good practice for partnering 
between sectors, to achieve sustainable national develop-
ment. Indeed, the private sector, civil service, civil society 
organizations, the media, and other stakeholders, are mobi-
lizing to restore social vitality, economic wealth, and 
environmental health to the community. The �TH initiative 
comprises ѵ �illars, with its current focus being placed on 

!ejuvenation ŋ coupled with elements of the Economic 
Empowerment �illar. 
urthermore, under "DG ƐƕĽs emphasis 
on partnerships, the �TH 
oundation was created as a 
vehicle through which interested private donors could 
contribute to specific pillars of the project. Thus far, ŪƒƏƏk 
has been donated and allocated toward the !ejuvenation 
�illar.ƐƑѵ

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 6

In November ƑƏƐѵ, )"C embarked on a series of projects to 
extend water supply to various locations, as well as the 
construction of several wastewater treatment plants and 
pumping stations in New �rovidenceĸ and the development of a 
)astewater Master �lan.ƐƑƕ

Water Supply
Expansion Effort

To ensure modern indoor sanitation and access to piped water 
to all residents of the ,one by ƑƏƑƔ, the government, through 
its �TH project, established the )ater for All "trategy, that is 
comprised of the refurbishment of ƕƕ standpipes in the zones, 
the retrofiমng of ƐƏƏ homes for indoor plumbing, and the 
design of a household, prepaid smart metering system, for 
water resources.

In �une ƑƏƐѶ, the )"C announced a ŪƕƔ million project to 
expand the sewerage system, to cover over two-thirds of �TH 
households. 

In addition to the water for all strategy, several other initiatives 
were launched. An example of this project, along with other 
initiatives, is the )ater-for-All "trategy.  An inspection and a 
workshop were held with �AH� oLcials and consultants, in 
�ctober ƑƏƐѶ. A pilot programme for installation was expected 
to commence, but it was not until the end of ƑƏƑƏ, that e@orts 
to install key infrastructure were introduced in the target 
community.

Water for All
Strategy

As part of the Green Climate 
und project which aims to  
ensure the resilience of the water sector in The Bahamas, it 
was noted that the resulting impacts of climate change, includ-
ing seawater intrusion, rising sea levels, increasing tempera-
tures, etc., could have a profound e@ect on prospects for 
sustainable development throughout the region, and particu-
larly in The Bahamas. "tronger hurricanes, longer dry seasons, 
and shorter wet seasons will have particularly serious impacts 
on the water sector in The Bahamas. This can potentially drive 
supply-side deficits, while also undermining the integrity of the 
countryĽs water storage and distribution infrastructure. In sum, 
climate change threatens to undermine decades of progress 
and e@ort.

Climate change poses severe threats to the water sector in 
The Bahamas.ƐƑѶ �rojections suggest that temperatures in 
T h e  B a h a m a s  are likely to increase, rainfall may decrease, 
storms may intensify, and sea levels are likely to rise. In 

Climate Resilience of the
Water Sector in The Bahamas

The )ater and "ewerage Corporation recently signed a M�U 
with IsraAID for the development and implementation of a 
"ustainable Groundwater Management �roject ("GM�) in 
Abaco, following the passage of Hurricane Dorian in ƑƏƐƖ.    
IsraAID is an Israel-based non-governmental organization, 
founded in ƑƏƏƐ. "ince its inception, this organization  has 
worked in over ƔƏ countries, providing post-disaster assistance 
and utilizing an extensive roster of Israeli and international 
experts. During this project, IsraAID will be working closely 
with Corporation personnel to develop and implement a 
groundwater management system for Abaco. 

The project is utilizing a series of monitoring wells equipped 
with sensors to provide data to a central Microso[ Access 
database that will guide our management of the Abaco aquifer 
system. The project commenced in December ƑƏƑƏ and is 
expected to be completed by late ƑƏƑƐ.  The Corporation has 
identified sta@ from Abaco, along with New �rovidence, 

Partnerships

response to these challenges, the Climate !esilience of the 
)ater "ector in The Bahamas project, aims to enhance the 
resiliency of the water sector in The Bahamas, to safeguard the 
countryĽs water security in a changing climate. The project will 
accomplish this by: (i) strengthening the foundations for more 
evidence-based policy and decision making on climate change 
and the water sectorĸ (ii) supporting relevant stakeholders to 
apply this knowledge to the development and implementation 
of a more coordinated and coherent policy and governance 
frameworkĸ and (iii) scaling up investment on highly vulnerable 
islands to enhance the resilience of the water system and 
services. In so doing, the project will deliver tangible climate 
change adaptation benefits, while also equipping government 
and non-government stakeholders to work together to contin-
ue strengthening the resilience of the water sector,  project 
closure. The project will be coordinated by the CDB as the 
Accredited Entity and executed by the )"C of The Bahamas, as 
the Executing Entity.

122 I	� 2011 Ő�rofect �o. ��-�102Ѷő p. 1
123 �enting 2012
12Ɠ �une�, �aco, 1Ѷ September 2013 and 	epartment of �nvironmentaѴ �eaѴth Services 2013
12Ɣ )yatt, A. Ő201Ѷő. Case Study: �erformance �ased Contract for �R) Reduction and ControѴ ŋ �ew �rovidence, �ahamas. Inter-American 	eveѴopment �anh �ubѴication. Retrieved from https://pubѴications.iadb.org/handѴe/11319/Ѷƕ29
12ѵ http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/201Ѷ/nov/0ѵ/ѵ00000-for-over-the-hiѴѴ-from-aѴbany/
12ƕ http://www.wsc.com.bs/�ress.asp� 

12Ѷ https://www.greencѴimate.fund/document/cѴimate-resiѴience-water-sector-bahamas-0

SDG 6

Ɠƒ ƓƓ



129 Corporation Signs Memorandum of Understanding with IsraAid February 11, 2021. Retrieved from 
https://wsc.com.bs/corporation-signs-memorandum-of-understanding-with-israaid/
131 https://wsc.com.bs/corporation-signs-memorandum-of-understanding-with-israaid/

Andros, and other islands to participate in this project, with the 
view of expanding the project to other islands, utilizing the 
skills and technology acquired. A similar project is being imple-
mented in Grand Bahama involving the Grand Bahama Utility 
Company and IsraAID. The long-term goal is to ensure that our 
natural resources, in this case, groundwater, is properly and 
sustainably managed, now, and into the future, for the benefit 
of all Bahamians and visitors to our shores.129

The Ministry of Environment and Housing noted the following 
key challenges facing the water sector in The Bahamas. These 
include the following:

CHALLENGES FACED
IMPLEMENTING SDG 6 
PROGRAMMES 

Declining freshwater availability

Increasing contamination of (already scarce) freshwater

Negative impacts on critical water infrastructure

Lack of coordinated national water policy or plan that 
considers the needs of, and guides, other sectors and 
sectoral stakeholders

5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS SDG 6

45 46



5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

Ensure Access to
Affordable, 
Reliable,
Sustainable AND
Modern Energy 
for All

SDG 7
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Throughout the ƑƏƐƖ - ƑƏƑƐ period, the countryĽs main 
electricity provider - Bahamas �ower and Light (B�L), has 
invested in multiple renewable energy projects in New �rovi-
dence and other islands, including solar car parks, microgrid 
facilities, and enhanced energy infrastructural capacity. �olicy 
e@orts have included subsidies on imports containing renew-
able energy components, and increasing engagements with 
stakeholders and civil society, to raise awareness of the impor-
tance and urgent need for energy reform. 

The impact of Hurricane Dorian reinforced the need for 
comprehensive reconstruction and resilient infrastructure 
programs that address climate change challenges. )hile much 
progress has been made, successful e@orts to achieve the 
targets set out in "DG ƕ demands the enhancement of political 
will, and prioritization of the countryĽs transition to renewable 
energyĸ increased investment in capacity building, design and 
implementation of sustainable renewable energy programmes 
and technology across private and public sectorsĸ and commit-
ment to energy eLcient practices and aমtudes. 

Access to clean, a@ordable energy has significant impacts 
on indicators of wellbeing, including health, education, food 
security, gender equality, livelihoods, and poverty reduc-
tion. According to the IDB Country "trategy ƑƏƐѶ-ƑƏƑƑ, 
The Bahamas ranks lowest in the region for renewable 
energy penetration, relying nearly ƐƏƏѷ on imported fossil 
fuels to meet its energy needs. The lack of diversification in 
the countryĽs energy mix has increasing negative implica-
tions. The Bahamas su@ers from a high fuel import bill (Ɠѷ of 
GD�), while consumers of electricity are impacted by the 
price volatility of fossil fuels in the global market. 
urther-
more, due to the existence of old power generation infra-
structure, power outages and load-shedding are frequent.ƐƒƑ

This volatility in price and service availability has negative 
e@ects on businesses activity, therefore straining economic 
activity and growth, ultimately impacting the quality of life 
for Bahamians.

The G�B aims to achieve a significant renewable energy 
penetration by ƑƏƒƏ to replace expensive generation from 

fossil fuels, and reduce dependency on fuel imports. Accord-
ing to the ƑƏƐƒ-ƑƏƑƒ NE�, the target is to achieve ƒƏѷ of 
electricity generation from renewable sources of the total 
generation por�olio. Given that the current renewable share 
is less than Ɛѷ of the overall generation, an ambitious and 
fast-track programme is required to achieve this target.Ɛƒƒ  

7 Clean Water
& SANITATION

Leveraging The BahamasĽ natural resources by seeking clean 
energy solutions will create opportunities for reducing 
energy costs for consumers, while preserving the environ-
ment.ƐƒƓ

"ince establishing Energy !eform as a key priority in ƑƏƐѶ, 
stakeholders continue to focus on five strategies including, 
raising public awareness and education, solarizing public 
buildings, and improving the regulatory environment to 
expand renewable energy consumption.ƐƒƔ To encourage the 
use of !E, the governmentĽs ƑƏƐѶņƑƏƐƖ budget included a 

reduction on duty for electric and hybrid vehicles, valued at 
ŪƔƏ,ƏƏƏ and underĸ electric motorcycles, rechargeable and 
conventional car ba�eries, to ƐƏѷ.Ɛƒѵ The G�B engaged in 
several energy reform e@orts over the ƑƏƐƖ - ƑƏƑƐ period. 
Between May ƑƏƐѶ and May ƑƏƐƖ, up to eleven government 
buildings underwent "olar �( (�hotovoltaic) feasibility
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In December ƑƏƐƖ, at ŪƖƔ million and ƐƒƏ-megawa�, B�LĽs 
"tation A at Cli[on �ier �ower �lant, went online as the 
largest single power plant in The Bahamas. The �lantĽs seven 
)artsila tri-fuel engines can burn both natural gas and heavy 
fuels.ƐƓƐ Improving the reliability and eLciency of the local 
energy infrastructure is key for the sustainable future devel-
opment of the Bahamian economy. �erformance measured 
against the ƑƏƐѶ baseline (renewable energy share of total 
energy producedņused at .ƑƑѷ) increased from .ƒƒѷ to .ƔƔѷ 
in ƑƏƐƖ.ƐƓƑ

As a part of the governmentĽs ongoing e@orts to revitalize 
!agged Island, post hurricane Irma, which ravaged the island 
in ƑƏƐƕ, the Green Island Initiative was launched, prioritising 
the implementation of infrastructure resilient enough to 
withstand the impacts of natural disasters. In March of ƑƏƑƏ, 
the government partnered with B�L to install The BahamasĽ 
ľfirst hurricane-proof solar microgridĿ and ba�ery storage 
facility on !agged Island. According to the !eport, the new 
!E facility is resilient, and also reduces diesel usage on the 
island by ƖƏѷ, promising positive long-term benefits for 
consumer costs.ƐƓƒ In December ƑƏƑƏ, a ground-breaking 
ceremony for a ƔƏƏ-k) solar car park at the �Lce of the 
�rime Minister was held, when completed, this would add to 
the inventory of Government 
acilities retrofi�ed with 
renewable energy components.ƐƓƓ �erformance in !E 
production measured against the ƑƏƐƖ baseline (renewable 
energy at .ƔƔѷ of the total energy produced) increased by 
.ƒƐѷ to .Ѷѵѷ in ƑƏƑƏ. 

In 
ebruary ƑƏƑƐ, B�LĽs first renewable energy plan was 
approved, aiming to install ƐƐƖ megawa�s (M)) of solar 
generation by ƑƏƑƒ, so that more than ѵѷ of energy 
demands in New �rovidence are met by "olar �(, and more 
than ƐƏѷ, in the 
amily Islands. The plan highlights the 
implementation of renewable generation, island by island 
until ƑƏƑƒ, ultimately accounting for up to ƐƐѷ of B�LĽs total 
energy generation.ƐƓѵ

assessments, and over Ƒ megawa�s of renewable energy 
installed capacity was registered via the "mall "cale !esiden-
tial Generation (""!G) program from residential and 
commercial renewable energy systems.Ɛƒƕ In ƑƏƐƖ, a ƑƔƏk) 
"olar �( system was installed at Anatol !odgers High 
"choolĸ a ƖƑƔk) solar car park and an electric vehicle 
charging station at the National "tadium Complexĸ and 
several feasibility studies were carried out across Abaco, to 
determine sites for microgrid facilities, post hurricane 
Dorian.ƐƒѶ The country was awarded ľBest Distributed 
Generation �rojectĿ for its solar car park project, at the 

Thomas A. !obinson "tadium and ľBest Energy ELciency 
�rojectĿ for the Anatol !odgers "olar �( "ystem, at the Carib-
bean !enewable Energy 
orum, ƑƏƐƖ.ƐƒƖ

In August ƑƏƐƖ, the 
amily Island "olarization �rogram was 
launched and spearheaded by B�L, in partnership with the 
!ocky Mountain Institute (!MI) and Carbon )ar !oomĽs 
Islands Energy �rogramĸ with a focus on energy transformation 
projects on Andros, Bimini, Eleuthera and Inagua, initially.ƐƓƏ 

Figure 10. "olar Car �ark Thomas A. !obinson

"tadium


igure ƐƐ. "tation A, Cli[on �ier
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Partnerships

In ƑƏƐƖ, the I D B  also provided ŪѶƏm in the funding of the 
ŪƐƕƏm long-run (ƒ phases over an eight to ten-year period) 
approved for the G�B to assist with, post Dorian electricity 
infrastructure development projects.ƐƓƕ In �uly ƑƏƑƏ, the IDB 
partnered with the government to launch a first of its kind, 
fuel hedging solution, focused on protection against the 
price volatility of oil, in global markets.ƐƓѶ

In ƑƏƑƐ, the ��uor;an &nbon Ő�&ő granted a near ŪƖƏm 
financing line, to transform the energy sector. Most of the 
funding will be allocated toward ľthe installation of a Ɠ M) 
"olar �( plant and energy storageĿ, and to subsidize roo[op 
installations in New �rovidence.ƐƓƖ

In March ƑƏƑƐ, the &ĺ"ĺ �l0avv�, in partnership with 
California-based �rimo Energy, dtonated state-of-the-art 
renewable energy technology devices, and a project-based 
"TEM curriculum to "t. �ohnĽs College, through which more 
than ƖƏƏ students will be able to learn about sustainable 
energy and "TEM subjects.ƐƔƏ

Despite women being more vulnerable than men to the 
devastating e@ects of Dorian, they were essential in the 
community when it came to childcare and care of the elderly. 
)omen were also instrumental in managing their house-
holds post Dorian. The almost exclusive burden of care work, 
serves as yet another barrier to womenĽs ability to be mobile, 
and access rebuilding resources.

)omen and girls served as important actors in recovery and 
relief e@orts, even during the storm, through community 
organizations and utilizing their social networks.

Challenges

The Energy !eform "takeholders will continue to implement 
their identified strategies to achieve the set targets. Moving 
forward, the focus will be on assessing and identifying any 
additional investments or strategies that would be needed to 
facilitate an increase in the rate of renewable energy pene-
tration in The Bahamas. "trategies currently being consid-
ered include:

)orking with direct investors of major project devel-
opments to have a minimum of energy generated from 
resources.

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 7

E@ective implementation of "DG ƕ depends on the following:
"ustained political will and consistent policy momen-
tum is required to aggressively strengthen the capacity
and transformation of B�L, in reliable and renewable 
energy products. 

More investment is required in grid stability and 
renewable energy framework studies, as well as 
sustainable financing models to implement renewable 
energy programmes throughout the country.

Greater e@orts must be made to ensure public awareness of 
energy eLciency practices and renewable energy adoption, 
as well as increasing technical capacities of experts in the 
renewable energy field. 


acilitating the creation of financing opportunities for 
residential and small commercial customers who wish 
to participate in existing renewable energy programs.

B�L expects to complete the roll-out of its ŪƒƏm 
nationwide Advanced Metering

Infrastructure (AMI) on New �rovidence in ƑƏƑƑ, encom-
passing the replacement of manual meters with advanced, 
real-time meter technologies that could promote more 
eLcient identification and rectification of system issues. 

1Ɠƕ  http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2019/dec/11/energy-industry-eyed-for-Ѷ0m-post-dorian-boost/
1ƓѶ  https://www.iadb.org/en/news/idb-partners-bahamas-Ѵaunch-new-oiѴ-hedging-soѴution-bpѴ
1Ɠ9 http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2021/mar/10/renewabѴe-boost-9m-grant-Cnancing/
1Ɣ0 https://bs.usembassy.gov/u-s-embassy-deѴivers-renewabѴe-energy-tech-stem-curricuѴum-to-ѴocaѴ-schooѴ/
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

Promote sustained, 
inclusive and 
sustainable
economic growth, 
full and productive 
employment and 
decent work for all

SDG 8
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"ignificant budgetary adjustments were made during the 
ƑƏƑƏ-ƑƏƑƐ period in response to the resultant economic crisis, 
including allocations for government-funded food support, 
unemployment, and tax creditņdeferral programs. Economic 
concessions made available in the hurricane Dorian recovery 
e@orts were sustained to cushion the increased burden, as well 
as allocations for M"MEs in ƑƏƑƏ, with investments ongoing. 
Notable e@orts have been made to reform the tax regime, to 
ensure long-run eLciency, a�ract 
oreign Direct Investment 
(
DI), and increase entrepreneurial activity. Economic progress 
depends greatly on increased activity in the global economy, 
and the abating of C�(ID-ƐƖ. "till, internal challenges such 
asskill shortages among the Bahamian workforce, threaten to 
keep unemployment numbers high. "DG Ѷ implementation 
e@orts, therefore, should target skill shortages as well as policy 
and regulation reform, supporting a diverse entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.

In The Bahamas, economic growth is mainly driven by the 
tourism industry and related services. In ƑƏƐƖ, the tourism 
industry celebrated, exceeding a record-breaking seven million 
visitors. The e@ects of the �andemic on the countryĽs economic 
growth, have highlighted the cost of relying on a singular indus-
try. )hile the country has enjoyed a steady rise in GD� over the 
past ƒ decades, a lack of economic diversification remains a 
major vulnerability factor, especially in the face of exogenous 
risks such as, climate change, shocks to the global travel market, 
and their impacts on tourism-related resources and activities.

According to The Bahamas ƑƏƑƏ 
iscal "trategy !eport, the 
economic ou�urn for the Bahamian economy, during the fiscal 
year ƑƏƐƖņƑƏ, was shaped by two devastating external 
shocks.ƐƔƐ In "eptember ƑƏƐƖ, Hurricane Dorian, the strongest 
storm in recent history, interrupted economic activity in Abaco 
and Grand Bahama, causing an appreciable loss in output and 

unplanned fiscal costs to address revenue losses and expendi-
tures associated with recovery and restoration e@orts. An analy-
sis of the economic ou�urn for ƑƏƐƖ shows that, despite the 
loss of output a�ributed to Hurricane Dorian, the performance 
of the economy in ƑƏƐƖ, was much stronger than originally 
anticipated. According to oLcial estimates released by the 
Department of "tatistics in �uly ƑƏƑƏ, real GD� expanded at an 
annual rate of Ɛ.Ƒ percent in ƑƏƐƖ, which exceeded the revised 
estimate post-Hurricane Dorian of Ə.Ɠ percent, but is below the 
original Ɛ.Ѷ percent estimate used in the governmentĽs ƑƏƐƖņƑƏ 
budgetary framework.  

The more favourable ou�urn was a�ributed to the incorpora-
tion of new, and more detailed and comprehensive sources of 
data, leading to revisions across the GD� series, for the previous 
six years, commencing ƑƏƐƒ.ƐƔƑ The impact of C�(ID-ƐƖ in 
March ƑƏƑƏ resulted in the most severe economic crisis in the 
history of The Bahamas, and was characterised by persistent 

8 Decent Work 
& Economic Growth

lockdowns that halted the Bahamian economy for four months. 
The BahamasĽ deficit in the ƑƏƐƖņƑƏƑƏ fiscal year, missed its 
Ɣ.ƒ percent target, falling to ѵ.Ɣ percent.ƐƔƒ

The ƑƏƑƏņƑƏƑƐ budget, forecasted a decline in revenue at an 
estimated ŪƐ.ƒ billion deficit, and debt levels at ѶƑ.Ѷѷ of 
GD�.ƐƔƓ As ľone of the hardest-hit countries in the CaribbeanĿ, 
International Monetary 
undĽs (IM
) publications conclude, 
GD� in ƑƏƑƏ fell at an estimated Ɛѵ.ƒѷ and is projected to 
increase by Ƒ ѷ in ƑƏƑƐ, while suggesting that recovery of 
pre-C�(ID-ƐƖ economic output losses in ƑƏƑƏ, could take up 
to Ɠ or Ɣ years.ƐƔƔ The Ministry of 
inance continues to empha-
size its focus to build economic resilience in the post-C�(ID-ƐƖ 
Bahamas, with a focus on macroeconomic stability, and fiscal 
and debt sustainability, through economic growth and diversity. 
Areas such as education, health, and social programs, will 
continue to receive priority. 

PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS SDG 8

1Ɣ1 Ministry of Finance 2020 �ahamas FiscaѴ Strategy Report - Retrieved: https://bahamasbudget.gov.bs/media/CѴerōpubѴic/ce/dc/cedcѵ9Ѷ9-ƓcƓѶ-Ɠƕc0-b2a9-3dc3ƔcfdadѶa/2020fsrcommunicationō-ōminofstateōCnaѴōdecō1ѵ.pdf
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The )orld Health �rganization ()H�) first declared 
C�(ID-ƐƖ a world health emergencyƐƔƕ in �anuary ƑƏƑƏ, and 
on March ƐƐ, announced that the viral outbreak was oLcial-
ly a �andemic, the highest level of a health emergency. 
During the nine months, from March to �ctober ƑƏƑƏ, the 
government spent over ŪƐƕƕm, providing the following 
forms of C�(ID-ƐƖ related social assistance:

ŪƑƑ.Ѷ million in public health, sanitation, and other 
related expenditures

ŪƐƕ.Ƒ million to fund essential food support programs 
aiding approximately ƐƓƏ,ƏƏƏ families with the assis-
tance of NG� partners. 

ŪƓƔ.Ɣ million in the governmentŝs unemployment 
assistance, and the extension to the NIB unemploy-
ment benefits program, which aided approximately 
ƕ,ƏƏƏ businesses, many of which are sole proprietor-

ships. Nearly ƒƕ,ƏƏƏ persons benefited to the tune of 
over Ūѵƒ million through end-"eptember. 

ŪƓƓ.Ɠ million was provided in tax creditņtax deferral, 
as part of the governmentĽs payroll support 
programme, to assist companies in meeting their 
payroll expenses. To date, more than ѵƏ businesses 
have availed themselves of this programme, protect-
ing nearly ƕ,ƏƏƏ jobs. 

ŪƓƕ.ƒ million was allocated in small business continui-
ty loans and grants, supporting approximately Ɛ,ƏƏƏ 
beneficiaries and nearly Ɠ,ƔƏƏ employees, thus far.ƐƔѶ

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 8

1Ɣƕ Retrieved:https://www.who.int/director-generaѴ/speeches/detaiѴ/who-director-generaѴ-s-opening-remarhs-at-the-media-brieCng-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
1ƔѶ �ress ReѴease: �overnment to Continue Reducing the �conomic �@ects of C�(I	-19 - Retrieved: https://bahamas.gov.bs/wps/wcm/connect/mofōcontent/inter-
net/aѴѴƳnewsƳpressƳreѴease/governmentƳtoƳcontinueƳreducingƳtheƳeconomicƳe@ectsƳofƳcovid-19  
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Taxation
Measures

The G�B aims to boost economic growth, via taxation 
optimization (mitigating incidences of tax evasion and avoid-
ance) by capitalizing on and enhancing big data testing 
techniquesĸ improving revenue collectionĸ strengthening 
investigation intelligence capacity of revenue monitoring 
units and investing in legal and administrative reform.ƐƔƖ T h e  
government allocated ŪƐƑƏm to the Tax credit and Tax 
deferral employee retention programme, in response to 
C�(ID-ƐƖ related job losses. Employers in the private sector 
were able to access tax deferrals for business licenses and 
(AT, ensuring payroll requirements were met, once ѶƏѷ of 
employees were retained.ƐѵƏ

In ƑƏƐƖ, several disaster recovery areas on the Islands of 
Abaco and Grand Bahama, were designated as (AT-
ree 
!ecovery ,ones, following hurricane Dorian, meaning that 
(AT-registered businesses were able to waive (AT for 
approved goods sold. Under the Dorian "pecial Economy 
!ecovery ,one ("E!,) �rder, select items were extended 
until �une ƑƏƑƐ. In addition, (AT import duty and excise tax, 
were eliminated on construction materials and goods 
brought into the zones.ƐѵƐ

In August ƑƏƑƏ, the government rolled out a tax relief 
measure, aiming to reduce the costs of back-to-school shop-
ping for parents, while encouraging local shopping, to spur 
economic growth. The relief measure covered both tradition-
al and digital learning tools.ƐѵƑ

C�(ID-related job losses have exacerbated the gap 
between individuals in high-income and low-income brack-
ets and threate ed to erase considerable gains in human 
development. E@orts to sustain and boost employment 
through labour-related programs have continued, with 
several new initiatives introduced, during the period 
assessed.

Labour
Programs

The C"��, a Ministry of National "ecurity initiative, is a social 
programme aiming to reduce crime and violence, with a 
multi-faceted approach, targeting youth and community 
development, employment, and employability, strengthening 
the �ustice system and implementing prison reform, to 
reduce rates of recidivism.ƐѵƔ The C"�� is funded by a ŪƑƏ 
million loan from the IDB. "everal initiatives launched under 
the programme are as follows:Ɛѵѵ

In December ƑƏƐѶ, the first cohort of ƐƏƏ inmates, graduat-
ed from a training and certification programme at BT(I. The 
inmates received certification in a wide array of areas, 
including electrical installation, hair dressing, information 
technology, garment manufacturing, and auto mechanics.Ɛѵƕ

Citizen Security & Justice 
Programme (CSJP)

The NTA is a competency-based agency, focused on workforce 
development, with a particular focus on youth populations. The 
agency partners with industry leaders, through its �ob �lace-
ment Unit, and remains a ľGo-To AgencyĿ for employer sourcing 
employees.ƐƕƏ "ix Thousand (ѵ,ƏƏƏ) Bahamians have been 
trained in NTA programmes, with ѵƏѷ of individuals success-
fully placed in full-time employment.ƐƕƐ

In �une ƑƏƐƖ, ƑƏƏ youth were trained in so[, practical, and 
technical skills as a part of NTAĽs ƐƓ-week programme, in the 
fields of Allied Health Care, Information Technology, House-
keeping, Microso[ �Lce, 
ood and Beverage, )eb Design, 
Divingņ
ishing, and Butler "ervice.ƐƕƑ The same month, the 
National Divers Training �rogramme was launched with an 

National Training 
Agency (NTA)

The National Tripartite Council (NTC) continues its e@orts to 
boost employment in The Bahamas through the enhance-

Decent Work Country 
Programme (DWCP)

In November ƑƏƐƖ, C"�� launched a �ob Corps training 
initiative that o@ers free courses for young Bahamians 
between ages ƐƔ to ƑƖ, in up to four disciplines including 
Technical Trades, Hospitality and !etail, and Numeracy and 
Literacy.ƐѵѶ In November ƑƏƑƏ, UB, BT(I, and the Ministry of 
National "ecurity, signed a contract to deliver numeracy and 
literacy, and so[ skills training to Ɛ,ƏƏƏ at-risk youth, over a 
period of ƐƑ months. The program is intended to benefit and 
improve the prospects of at-risk youth, who will undergo 
critical skills training intervention to increase employability 
and employment, thereby assisting in decreasing crime and 
improving lives.ƐѵƖ

aim to promote access to work on board commercial vessels. 
The program was established as a collaborative e@ort 
between the NTA, the !oyal Bahamas Defence 
orce 
(!BD
), the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine !esources, 
and the Department of Marine !esources. The �rogram, 
targeting youth between ƐƔ and ƒƏ, focused on training 
Bahamians in �rofessional Association of Diving Instructors 
(�ADI) certification skills, first aid, and Cardiopulmonary 
!esuscitation (C�!).Ɛƕƒ As of August ƑƏƐƖ, ƓƓ Bahamians 
were enrolled in the programme.ƐƕƓ

In �uly ƑƏƐƖ, the GovernmentĽs National �ob Creation and 
"kills Enhancement �rogramme (or ƔƑ-week programme), 
which was started in August ƑƏƐѶ and meant to end in �une 
ƑƏƐƖ, was renewed for another year. The initiative was 
established to enhance hands-on skills for the unemployed, 
by providing opportunities for professional certification, 
classroom instruction, and paid internships in several areas 
including construction, plumbing, hospitality, business and 
informational technology. ƐƕƔ

NTA launched a fully interactive online pla�orm called 
Brightspace, where trainees can register and receive train-
ing, and be assessed throughout The Bahamas, from the 
singular digital space. In �uly ƑƏƐƖ, ƑƒƑ individuals from 
thirteen (Ɛƒ) islands, were trained during the "ummer Cohort 
in-�Lce �rocedures, Information Technology, Microso[ 
�Lce, Graphic Design, and )eb Design. NTA also partnered 
with DoctorĽs Hospital, to train ƒƏ Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians, from which, top graduates were to be o@ered 
full-time employment, with DoctorĽs Hospital.Ɛƕѵ

SDG 8ment of relationships between the private sector, public 
sectors, and labour unions.  Moreover, NTC aims to integrate 
key issues into national policy development: the creation of 
decent employmvent and jobs, ensuring fundamental rights 
at work, social protection, and social dialogue.Ɛѵƒ NTC is in 
the process of developing The BahamasĽ new D)C�, a 
planning and programming tool, aiming to create decent 
work in The Bahamas.

The NTC has also proposed National �roductivity Legisla-
tion, and the establishment of a National �roductivity Coun-
cilĸ proposed transferring of the functions of The Bahamas 
Industrial Tribunal, to the Civil Division of the "upreme 
Courtĸ implemented The BahamasĽ "econd-Generation 
D)C�, with the International Labour �rganization (IL�) 
providing ŪƐƕƏ,ƏƏƏ in Technical Assistanceĸ submi�ed the 

inal !eport and recommendations on the National Child 
Labour �olicy.ƐѵƓ

Figure 12. �hotos of the virtual contract signing between the University 
of The Bahamas, the Bahamas Technical ş (ocational Institute, 
ş the Ministry of National "ecurity

Œ1ѵ9œhttp://www.thebahamasweehѴy.com/pubѴish/bis-news-up-
dates/$rainingōContractsōSignedōwithōU�ōandō�$(Iōforō1ō000ō�eneCciariesōthroughōCiti�enōSecurityōandō�usti
ceō�rogrammeōprinter.shtmѴ
Œ1ƕ0œ �ationaѴ Report by Minister of �abour, $ransport and �ocaѴ �overnment
Œ1ƕ1œ 2ƔƔ students enroѴѴed in initiaѴ cohort of free �$A onѴine fob training - Retrieved: https://www.bahamas.gov-
.bs/wps/portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/govern-
ment/news/2ƔƔѷ20studentsѷ20enroѴѴedѷ20inѷ20initiaѴѷ20cohortѷ20ofѷ20freeѷ20ntaѷ20onѴineѷ20fobѷ2
0training
Œ1ƕ2œ $raining begins for new cohort of 200 at �ationaѴ $raining Agency: https://ewnews.com/training-be-
gins-for-new-cohort-of-200-at-nationaѴ-training-agency
Œ1ƕ3œStrachan, S.  �aunch of �ationaѴ 	ivers $raining �rogramme Ő�une 2019ő: https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/-
portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/government/news/Ѵaunchѷ20ofѷ20nationaѴѷ20diversѷ20trainingѷ20programme/
Œ1ƕƓœ ƓƓ �nroѴѴed in AgricuѴture and Marine ResourcesĽ First 	iving �rogramme:http://www.tri-
bune2Ɠ2.com/news/2019/aug/02/ƓƓ-enroѴѴed-agricuѴture-and-marine-resources-Crst/
Œ1ƕƔœ �ovt. renews Ɣ2-weeh nationaѴ fob creation and shiѴѴs enhancement programme:  https://ew-
news.com/govt-renews-Ɣ2-weeh-nationaѴ-fob-creation-and-shiѴѴs-enhancement-programme
Œ1ƕѵœ �ationaѴ Report by Minister of �abour, $ransport and �ocaѴ �overnment - Senator the �onourabѴe 	ion 
FouѴhes Ő�ct, 2020ő

Figure 13. The National Divers Training �rogramme Launch

Ɣƕ ƔѶ

$he 2020/2021 �udget: https://www.pwc.com/bs/en/assets/bahamas-budget-2020.pdf
1ѵ0 I�I	
1ѵ1  	isaster Reconstruction Authority ŐSpeciaѴ �conomic Recovery ,oneő ŐReѴiefő �rder, 2019: https://inѴandrevenue.Cnance.gov.bs/wp-content/upѴoads/2019/12/	isaster-Reconstruction-Authority-Act-SpeciaѴ-�conomic-Recovery-
,one-Concessions-�rder-2019.pdf
1ѵ2 �ach to SchooѴ (A$ �oѴiday to commence with reopening of ѴocaѴ  businesses: https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/government/news/bach-to-schooѴѷ20vatѷ20hoѴidayѷ20toѷ20commenceѷ20withѷ20reopen
ingѷ20ofѷ20ѴocaѴѷ20businesses
1ѵ3 https://thenassauguardian.com/nationaѴ-tripartite-counciѴ-deveѴoping-new-decent-worh-country-programme/
1ѵƓ Remarh by Senator the �onourabѴe 	ion A. FouѴhes, �une 2020: https://m.facebooh.com/�abour�ah/photos/a.210210ѵ99ѵƕƕ9Ѷ2Ɣ/2ƕƕ3Ɠ2Ɣ9ƕ29Ѷ12ƔƓ/ĵtypeƷ3şsourceƷƓѶşōōtnōōƷ��-R 
1ѵƔ https://ewnews.com/govt-uses-fob-training-initiative-to-Cght-crime
1ѵѵ https://ewnews.com/ub-btvi-sign-contract-with-govts-citi�en-security-and-fustice-programme



ƑƏ-ƒƏѷ of The BahamasĽ gross domestic product comes from 
the activity of M"MEs, with ƖѶѷ of some Ƒƒ,ƏƏƏ business 
licenses issued, representing M"MEs.ƐƕѶ The importance of 
M"ME sustainability has been a key priority, recognized by the 
government and actors in the private sector.

Micro-small & Medium Sized 
Businesses (MSMEs)

The BDB is the main institution that provides the G�B with the 
promotion of agricultural, commercial, and industrial develop-
ment. 
The BDB began its rebranding e@orts in ƑƏƐƖ and fully 
mainstreamed the "DGs in its "trategic �lans, with special 
emphasis on mainstreaming environmental sustainability and 
climate change in all projects. The Bank is also commi�ed to 
sectoral development in the Blue, Green and �range Econo-
my.ƐƕƖ By �une ƑƏƑƏ, the BDB had approved ŪƑ,ѶѵƔ,ƒƐƖ in 
loans and ŪƐѶƐ,Əƕƕ in grants to M"MEs, in an e@ort to 

Access to Financial
Capital 

The "BDC was formed in ƑƏƐѶ, in agreement between the  
Ministry of 
inance, UB, and the Bahamas Chamber of 
Commerce and Employers Confederation (BCCEC). Through 
the program, the G�B has commi�ed ŪƑƔƏ million dollars over 
Ɣ years, to support Bahamian entrepreneurs and small 
businesses.ƐѶƑ

By March ƑƏƑƏ, up to ѵƐѵ M"MEs had registered for assis-
tance via the "BDC.ƐѶƒ The "mall Business Continuity Loan 

Access Accelerator, Small 
Business Development Centre 

In the )orld BankĽs Doing Business ƑƏƐƖ !eport, The Bahamas 
was ranked ƐƐѶ out of ƐƖƏ economies, with an ease of doing 
business score of ƔѶ.ƖƏ. �ositive changes were recognized 
including: the improvement of the regulatory framework for 
credit reporting through the introduction of regulations 
governing the licensing and functioning of credit bureaus in 
The Bahamas, and enhancing the ease of filing and paying 
taxes, via the implementation of the Inland !evenue online 
taxation system.ƐѶƓ Additionally, in the Doing Business ƑƏƑƏ 
!eport, The BahamasĽ ranking fell slightly to ƐƐƖ out of ƐƖƏ 
economies, with an ease of doing business score of ƔƖ.Ɩ.ƐѶƔ 

"everal changes impacting the ease of doing business score 
were highlighted in the report. �ositively, the economy enjoyed 
a reduction in registration processing time for business licens-
es, (AT, and the elimination of business registration fees. 
�osting electricity tari@s online, improved access and transpar-
ency to electricityĸ minority investor protections were strength-
ened, as disclosure requirements for conYicts of interests and 
greater corporate transparency were prioritized. Negatively, 
the report highlighted the negative impact that the increasing 
costs associated with property registration, would have on the 
ease of doing business.ƐѶѵ

Progress on the Ease 
of Doing Business

Œ1ƕƕœhttps://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portaѴ/pubѴic/newsѷ20andѷ20pressѷ20reѴease/ministryѷ20ofѷ20Ѵabourѷ20Ѵaunchesѷ20ѷ2ƓƔ0ѷ20miѴѴionѷ20nationaѴѷ20shiѴѴs-buiѴdingѷ20program
Œ1ƕѶœ 	�M: F	I aѴone cannot power a sustainabѴe economy: https://ewnews.com/dpm-fdi-aѴone-cannot-power-a-sustainabѴe-economy
Œ1ƕ9œ https://ewnews.com/bahamas-deveѴopment-banh-moves-to-robinson-road-and-hey-west-street
Œ1Ѷ0œ https://ewnews.com/bahamas-deveѴopment-banh-more-than-2-miѴ-covid-19-business-Ѵoans-approved
Œ1Ѷ1œhttps://bahamasdeveѴopmentbanh.com/2021/03/0Ѷ/the-bahamas-deveѴopment-banh-moves-to-robinson-road-and-hey-west-street/
Œ1Ѷ2œ https://ewnews.com/access-acceѴerator-compѴetes-third-round-of-grants-for-smaѴѴ-businesses
Œ1Ѷ3œ https://ewnews.com/nearѴy-1Ɣ-miѴѴion-of-20-miѴѴion-smaѴѴ-business-Ѵoan-programme-retuested-to-date

Œ1ѶƓœ 	oing �usiness 2019
Œ1ѶƔœ 	oing �usiness 2020: https://documents1.worѴdbanh.org/curat-
ed/en/ѵѶѶƕѵ1Ɣƕ193Ɠ9Ɠѵ3ѶƓ/pdf/	oing-�usiness-2020-Comparing-�usiness-ReguѴation-in-190-�conomies.pdAttps://documents1.worѴdbanh.org/curated/en/ѵѶѶƕѵ1Ɣƕ193Ɠ9Ɠѵ3ѶƓ/pdf/	oing-�usiness-2020-Comparing-�usiness-Reg
uѴation-in-190-�conomies.pdf
Œ1Ѷѵœ �ase of 	oing �usiness - )orѴd �anh 2020: https://documents1.worѴdbanh.org/curated/en/ѵѶѶƕѵ1Ɣƕ193Ɠ9Ɠѵ3ѶƓ/pdf/	oing-�usiness-2020-Comparing-�usiness-ReguѴation-in-190-�conomies.pdf

In December ƑƏƐƖ, bolstering its e@orts to reduce youth 
unemployment, the Ministry of Labour launched a ŪƔƏm 
National "kills-Building �rogram - "kills for Current and 

uture jobs in The Bahamas - in partnership with the IDB. 
The program, a five-year initiative, targets individuals from 
Ɛѵ-ƓƏ and emphasizes ľbuilding skills through a nation-wide 
apprenticeship program, investing in improvements in 
so[ware, hardware, and infrastructure, to assist job-seekers 

with finding the best-matched employersĸ and investing in a 
robust labour management information system, which can 
monitor the progress of the program, and provide enhanced 
labour market data.ĿƐƕƕ At its launch, the program focused on 
training Ɛ,ƐƏƏ pre-apprentices and Ɛ,ƒƔƏ apprentices, across 
the maritime, medical services, and information communica-
tion technology sectors.

promote business continuity in the C�(ID-ƐƖ economic 
environment. ƐѶƏThe BankĽs Unit Head of "trategic Develop-
ment and Initiatives, emphasized the need for BDB to ľ...use 
every power available under its legislation such as grants, 
equity, guarantees, leases and lending, to provide an avenue for 
Bahamians to productively participate in the economyĿ, 
especially in the economic climate catalysed by hurricane 
Dorian and the �andemic. Current business proposals included 
businesses grounded in agriculture, food security, climate 
change, housing, and accessibility.ƐѶƐ

SDG 8SDG 8

Figure 14. ƑƐѶ sta@ members, training providers and assessors who 
successfully completed City ş Guilds certification as 
internal verifiers and assessors were awarded certificates

�rogram, backed by a government allocation of ŪƑƏm, was 
launched in March ƑƏƑƏ, aiming to cushion temporary losses 
in business, resulting from C�(ID- ƐƖ challenges. The initia-
tive provides loans ranging from ŪƔ,ƏƏƏ to ŪƒƏƏ,ƏƏƏ.

Figure 15. "mall Business Development Centre Investment �artners, 
ebruary ƑƏƐѶ - Deputy �rime Minister and Minister 
of 
inance, as well as the 
inancial "ecretary, featured with "BDCĽs partners from "cotiabank, The Bahamas Entrepre-
neurial (enture 
und, !BC Banking and The Bahamas Development Bank, who are working together to make credit 
available to small businesses

ƔƖ 6 0



In ƑƏƐѵ, the Multilateral Investment 
und (MI
), approved the 
technical cooperation grant of U"ŪƔƒƔ,ƓƔƏ for the project 
ľ!evitalization of the "ponging IndustryĿ. The project aims to 
foster the sustainability of the sponge population and has 
directly benefited ƑƏƏ spongers, and indirectly helped ƓƓƏ 
beneficiaries in Mangrove Cay, on the island of Andros. Training 
includes developing the supply chain, improving marketing, and 
accessing foreign marketsĸ furthermore, several other 
amily 
Islands are organizing sponging associations, with expressed 
interest for assistance and training in Long Island and Abaco.190

In ƑƏƑƏ, Tribune !adio Limited, which is home to various radio 
stations, assisted some of their sta@ members with Yexible 
working environments, due to C�(ID-ƐƖ. The company 
allowed their sta@ to bring their children to work with them, 
during the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic, throughout the school year, as 
all schools were being conducted virtually. This allowed parents 
the ability to continue to earn a living, through diLcult circum-
stances.191

)hile it is too soon to quantify the full impact of the C�(ID-ƐƖ 
�andemic on The BahamasĽ e@orts to achieve decent work and 
economic growth, we note that higher unemployment, increas-
ing skills shortages and existing inequalities, were exacerbated 
as a result of the �andemic. As such, many of the existing 
challenges persist. �rogress will rely on:  

Continued reform (inclusive of reskilling and upskilling) 
of educational and training systems to ensure a work-
force that is be�er positioned for the future labour 
market.

Broadening the relatively narrow tax base to e@ectively 
fund development-enhancing infrastructure.

!eforming �olicy and regulation supporting the develop-
ment of the entrepreneurial ecosystem (i.e., ease of 
doing business, human capital, market access and 
connectivity, access to capital, and infrastructure).

Increased cross-sectoral stakeholder engagement 
between the public sector, private sector, and civil 
society, to enhance productivity and eLciency of doing 
business.

Revitalization of the 
Sponging Industry

Tribune Radio
Limited

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 8 PROGRAMMES 

Œ1Ѷƕœ�M	U AnnuaѴ Report 2020 May 201Ѷ - ApriѴ 2019 https://mofstii.gov.bs/wp-content/upѴoads/2020/0Ɣ/�M	U-AnnuaѴ-Report-201Ѷō2019.pdf
Œ1ѶѶœ Ibid.
Œ1Ѷ9œ Ibid.
Œ190œ https://bidѴab.org/en/node/3ƓƓ
Œ191œ $ribune Media �roup S	� Report 2021

!eYective of the improvements evidenced in the )orld BankĽs 
reports, stakeholders, inclusive of the Ministry of 
inance, 
Department of Inland !evenue, the !egistrar GeneralĽs Depart-
ment, the Ministry of �ublic )orks, the "ecurities Commission 
of The Bahamas, the CB�B, and the �Lce of the A�orney 
General, have evidenced the following from April ƑƏƐѶ to April 
ƑƏƐƖ: 

The G�B identified an operator for the countryŝs first credit 
bureau, ľallowing financial institutions to make be�er informed 
credit granting decisionsĿ.ƐѶѶ Legislative reforms expected to 
improve The BahamasĽ Ease of Doing Business ranking include, 
the introduction of the Business License (Amendment) Act 
ƑƏƐѶ, allowing for the granting of provisional business licenses 
for low-risk businesses, and automatic renewals, and the follow-
ing legislation that significantly enhances the protective 
measures available to minority investors in the country:

The Companies (Amendment) Act ƑƏƐƖ

"ecurities Industry (Amendment) Act ƑƏƐƖ

The "ecurities Industry (Takeover !ules) ƑƏƐѶ (presently
being enforced)ƐѶƖ

37% decline in the time it takes to get 
Business Licenses approved.1

44% decline in the time it takes to get a 
property conveyance registered.3

12 % decline in the time it takes to get 
construction permits approved.4

SDG 8

77% decline in the time it takes to get 
Business Licenses renewed.2
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

9 INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
& INFRASTRUCTURE

Build resilient
infrastructure, 
promote inclusive 
and sustainable 
industrialization 
and foster innovation

SDG 9

Budgetary strain caused by e@orts to rebuild residential 
communities and public infrastructure, even amidst financial 
assistance from bilateral and intergovernmental donors, was 
further mounted with the increased social assistance 
demands of the �andemic.

)hile infrastructural needs have increased, projected capital 
expenditure is set to decrease concomitant with the project-
ed loss in GD�, and shi[ in priority spending towards health 
and education. According to the IDB, projected capital 
expenditure in ƑƏƑƑņƑƏƑƒ, is expected to decline to Ƒ.Ə ѷ 
of GD�.ƐƖƒ This reality has implications for the robust recov-
ery of the tourism sector, as budget constraints have result-
ed in the side-lining of tourism-related infrastructure 
projects. Notably, however, the government has prioritised 
several ports of entry transformation projects, financed by 
intergovernmental loans and private-public partnerships, 
including the main cruise port at NassauĽs �rince George 
)harf, and airport upgrades in Exuma, North Eleuthera, 
Long Island, and the Berry Islands. 

�uo]u;vv |o v�v|abna0Ѵ; bnd�v|ubaѴb�aঞon and ad�an1;l;n| bn bnno�aঞon _a�; 0;;n 
_alr;u;d 0� ��uub1an; Douban and |_; ��(�DŊƐƖ �and;lb1ĺ �n=uav|u�1|�uaѴ 1_aѴѴ;n];v 
�_b1_ ;�bv|;d 0;=ou; ��uub1an; Doubanķ �;u; =�u|_;u ;�a1;u0a|;d av DoubanŊu;Ѵa|;d Ѵovv 
and dala]; bn1�uu;dķ �;u; ;vঞla|;d a| ŪƒĺƓ 0bѴѴbonĺƐƖƑ

The IDB has urged a bolder approach to infrastructure 
investments, including doubling the projected spending to 
ensure the expansion of economic output. The G�B intends to 
implement a "overeign )ealth 
und which will, in addition to 
managing earnings for budget surpluses and payments from 
the exploitation of natural resources, manage funds to 
enhance the infrastructure for transportation, healthcare, 
education, commerce, etc. in The Bahamas.ƐƖƓ

The telecommunications industry continues to maintain a 
reasonable standard, in terms of pricing and service delivery. 
According to a report by the Commonwealth "ecretariat on 
the ľ"tate of the Digital Economy in the CommonwealthĿ,ƐƖƔ

The Bahamas scored a high ƖƏѷ internet penetration rate, 
and also positively highlighted the countryĽsĽ legal frame-
work for electronic transactions and electronic signaturesĸ 
legal framework for data protection and privacy onlineĸ legal 
framework for consumer protection when purchasing onlineĸ 
and its legal framework for cybercrime prevention.196 

However, the country ranked unfavourably in terms of digital 

exports i.e. films, printed ma�er, sounds, media and 
so[ware, and video games. The �andemic environment has 
encouraged the accelerated digitization of government 
services, including recent investments in the enhancement 
of online facilities and the introduction of new services.

�rogress to successfully implementing "DG Ɩ continues to 
depend on increased research capacityĸ increased funding 
and partnershipsĸ continued investment in the countryĽs 
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) infra-
structure, educationĸ enhanced trade opportunities for 
digital exportsĸ growth and diversification. 

In �ctober ƑƏƑƏ, the Ministry of Disaster �reparedness, 
Management and !econstruction, launched the Guide to 
Housing "tandards for The Bahamas ŋ Build Back Be�er, a 
joint initiative with the Ministry of �ublic )orks. Assistance 
was also given by the UNĽs Development �rogramme, 
Engineers )ithout Borders, "helters "ector Bahamas, 
NEMA, the Building Control Department of the Ministry of 
�ublic )orks, the UBĽs "chool of Architecture, and 
private-sector engineers, architects, and contractors. The 
Guide will illustrate the details of the minimum standards 
required for residential building construction as set out in 
The Bahamas Building Code, ƒrd Edition, and the Construc-
tion Manual for "mall Buildings within the Commonwealth of 
The Bahamas.197

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 9

Building
Codes

In ƑƏƐѶ, The G�B obtained a ŪƒƏ million loan from the IDB, 
to boost competitiveness by reducing the time and cost of 
carrying out administrative procedures with the govern-
ment. In November ƑƏƐƖ, the Department of Transformation 
and Digitization (DTD), in the ��M, launched a workshop on 
Government Digital Transformation, to "trengthen Competi-
tiveness organized in conjunction with the IDB.

Digital Bahamas
Initiative

Figure 1ѳ. Government �Lcials at Digital Transformation
to "trengthen Competitiveness )orkshop

Œ19ƕœ �uide to �ousing Standard for $he �ahamas ŋ �uiѴd �ach �etter, August 2020Œ192œhttps://pubѴications.iadb.org/pubѴications/engѴish/document/Assessment-of-the-�@ects-and-Impacts-of-�urricane-	orian-in-the-�ahamas.pdf
Œ193œ http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2021/mar/2Ɠ/be-boѴd-infrastructure-spend-must-hit-Ɣ-gdp/
Œ19Ɠœ http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2021/fan/1Ɣ/sovereign-weaѴth-fund-heѴp-pѴug-2bn-infrastructure/
Œ19Ɣœ State of the 	igitaѴ �conomy in the CommonweaѴth February 2020
Œ19ѵœ https://thenassauguardian.com/report-bahamas-internet-penetration-at-90-percent/
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Sand Dollar & Digital Assets &
Registered Exchange ACT (ĺDARE’)

Family Islands Solarisation
Project

The governmentĽs Department of Transformation and Digitiza-
tion (DTD) has made progress in enhancing existing online 
facilities and is piloting several digital projects aiming to boost 
innovation and competitiveness, for which some ŪƐƐ.Ɠ million 

was budgeted for related activities, for the ƑƏƑƏņƑƐ period, 
ŪƐƒ.Ɣ m in ƑƏƑƐņƑƑ, and ŪƐƏ.Ѷ m in ƑƏƑƑņƑƒ.ƐƖѶ  The G�B 
plans to have at least ƑƏƏ government services online, within 
five years. 

In �ctober ƑƏƑƏ, the "and Dollar was deployed as a digital 
version of a countryŝs fiat currency. �roject "and Dollar is the 
initiative embarked on by the Central Bank of The Bahamas, to 
issue a digital representation of the Bahamian dollar (B"). It is 
an undertaking to promote more inclusive access to regulated 
payments and other financial services, for unbanked and under-
banked communities and socio-economic groups within the 
country. Additionally, through the introduction of this retail 
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), the Central Bank 
expects to reduce service delivery costs and increase transac-
tional eLciency for financial services, across The Bahamas. As a 
result of online competition, this initiative acquired the name 
�roject "and Dollar, with "and Dollar also being the name 
assigned to the CBDC.201

In December ƑƏƑƏ, The DA!E ACT came into force, delineating 
the regulation, issuance, sale, and trade of digital assets through 
the auspices of the "ecurities Commission of The Bahamas. This 
landmark legislation allowed The Bahamas to join the few 
jurisdictions which have legislation to regulate the sale and 
purchase of digital assets. The "and Dollar will significantly 

Bahamians can now request services from the !egistrar Gener-
alĽs Department, !oad TraLc Department, and the �assport 
�Lce, online. The following government services are delivered 
online:200

The first iteration of The Bahamas Travel Health (isa

Driverŝs license renewals, marriage certificates, death 
certificates, birth certificates and passport renewals for 
adult e-passports

In ƑƏƑƐ, the launch of the �Ѵ;1|uonb1 �a0bn;| �ana];Ŋ
l;n| �n=oulaঞon "�v|;l 
E-Cabinet, was announced. It aims to improve business processes, 
operating procedures, and communication between stakeholders. 
Moreover, it will increase eLciency with Cabinet approval processes 
and reduce the nation’s carbon footprint, via the switching over to 
online approvals and e-distribution of Cabinet documents.

In ƑƏƑƏ, the ClickƑClear (CƑC) (formerly The Bahamas 
Electronic "ingle )indow) was launched to facilitate the import 
and export of cargo by traders and businesses within The Bahamas,
via a singular access point. This electronic pla�orm has reduced 
the processing time of services significantly, from hours to 
minutes.    

During the ƑƏƑƏņƑƐ Budget Agenda, the government 
obtained a borrowing resolution approval for an ŪѶƏ million 
loan with IDB, to progress the solarisation in the 
amily 
Islands.202  This is a part of the ŪƐƕƏ million Contingent 
Credit Line for Investment �rojects (CCLI�) facility, over 
eight to ten years. A key element of �hase Ɛ of the CCLI� 
program will be the introduction of roo[op solar installa-
tions in public buildings, as well as the start of commercial 
solar installations across the 
amily Islands. �nce completed, 
this will achieve fiscal savings for the Government, by lower-
ing the monthly electric bill for public buildings, as well as 
decreasing the level of subsidization required by New �rovi-
dence, to power the 
amily Islands. 
urthermore, street 
lighting accounts for more than ƒƏ percent of the countryĽs 
electricity consumption, and roughly three percent of the 
countryĽs overall energy consumption. As such, the govern-
ment will launch a ŪƐƕ.Ɛ million "treet Light !etrofiমng 
project, which is being spearheaded by B�L. This will also 
support our green energy e@orts with its use of LED lighting.

In March ƑƏƑƏ, the government received its first natural 
disaster resilient "olar Microgrid and Ba�ery "torage 
acility 
in !agged Island. �nce installed, it will be the first hurri-
cane-proof solar microgrid in The Bahamas.ƑƏƒ  This initiative 
forms part of the governmentŝs strategy to transform !agged 
Island into a Green Island. 

SDG 9SDG 9
contribute to the modernization of the countryĽs monetary 
landscape, payment, and financial infrastructure. 

ѷ o= �o�;unl;n| ";u�b1;v D;Ѵb�;u;d �nѴbn;
(end-to-end, based on a 2018 IDB assesment of there being 400 government
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KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (KPIS). 

Œ202œ Ministry of Finance ŋ �udget Communication May 2020
Œ203œ �M	U AnnuaѴ Report 2020

Œ19Ѷœ 2020 FiscaѴ Strategy Report
[199] PMDU Annual Report 2020
[200] PMDU Annual Report 2020
Œ201œ Sand 	oѴѴar. 2020. About Us. Œ���I��œ AvaiѴabѴe at https://www.sanddoѴѴar.bs/aboutŒAccessed 11 February 2021œ

$A��� ƐƏĹ BA"ELINE", �E!
�!MANCE AND TA!GET" 
�!
                DIGITI,ATI�N E

�!T" A!E �UTLINED BEL�):199

Figure 1Ɠ. "olar Microgrid and Ba�ery "torage 
acility in !agged Island.
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KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 9 SDG 9

In August ƑƏƐƖ, the G�B entered into a ŪƑƔƏ million heads of 
agreement with Global �orts Holding, to transform NassauĽs 
�rince George )harf.  It is estimated that the project will result 
in Ƒ million more cruise passengers to Nassau every year, and 
thousands of direct and indirect new jobs.  Between ƑƏƑƏ 
through ƑƏƑƑ- Ɛ,ƏƏƏ construction and permanent jobs will be 
created.ƑƏƓ Additionally, due to C�(IDƐƖ, more outdoor space 
was incorporated into the design and project scope. The 
redesigned waterfront is expected to be completed in ƑƏƑƑ.

Redevelopment of the
Nassau Cruise Port

The G�B is undergoing a ŪƐѵƔ million 
amily Island Airport 
Upgrade. Exumaŝs airport redevelopment will be funded 
through the ŪƒƔm loans with IDB. The redevelopment of the 
remaining 
amily Island Airports, i.e., North Eleuthera airport, 
DeadmanĽs Cay airport in Long Island and the Great Harbour 
Cay airport, will be financed through the use of �rivate-�ublic 
�artnership (���). 

Airports

In November ƑƏƑƏ, the G�B entered into a partnership agree-
ment with the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), 
for a national cybersecurity project. The project will provide 
technical support by analysing the countryĽs current cybersecu-
rity capacity and developing a cybersecurity strategy. !esultant-
ly, the government established a national Computer Incident 
!esponse Team (CI!T) that will serve as the primary contact for 
cybersecurity. The project also aims to support related cyberse-
curity pla�orms including, the National �ublic �ey Infrastruc-
ture (��I), e-government services. 
ull implementation is set for 
ƑƏƑƑ.

The key barriers to achieving "DG Ɩ for The Bahamas relate to: 

Strengthening Cyber 
Security Landscape

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 9 PROGRAMMES

�n March ƒƏ and ƒƐ, ƑƏƑƐ, the G�B held CI!T Assessment 
sessions, which formed part of the governmentŝs overall digital 
transformation strategy. �ey IT government and private sector 
personnel professionals participated in the session, to evaluate 
the national cyber threat landscape. !epresentatives also 
included oil and gas industries, energy sector, health, banking, 
electricity sectors, transport, ports, and aviation.ƑƏƔ 
urther-
more, civil society groups, internet governance representatives, 
professional associations, cybersecurity, and leaders in higher 
education, participated. .  

Overcoming the 
challenge to 
increase the 
provision of clean 
and modern energy 
services. 

Structural reform 
to ensure greater 
ease of doing 
business to unlock 
innovative 
entrepreneurial 
activity. 

The development of 
research and inno-
vation capabilities at 
UB. 

The need for global 
partnerships to 
mobilize financial 
resources and facili-
tate knowledge and 
technology trans-
fer. 

Better aligned and 
funded capital and 
infrastructure 
plans to support 
economic growth 
and diversification. 

The need for a great-
er emphasis on 
climate resilient 
buildings and other 
infrastructure.

Œ20Ɣœ �yewitness �ews. 2021. Cyber Security Assessment. Œ���I��œ AvaiѴabѴe at https://ewnews.com/top-it-professionaѴs-participate-in-govts-Crst-ever-nationaѴ-cybersecurity-assessment-session ŒAccessed 11 May 2021œŒ20Ɠœ�ingdom Media. 2021. �R���C$ 	�$AI�S. Œ���I��œ AvaiѴabѴe at: https://thehingdominsider.com/nassau-bahamas-is-geমng-a-big-transformation-here-are-aѴѴ-the-recent-detaiѴs/ ŒAccessed 11 ApriѴ 2021œ

Figure 18. !endering of Nassau Cruise �ort

Figure 19. New Airport Great Harbour Cay
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

10 REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

Reduce Inequality
within & among 
Countries

SDG 10

In addition, male and female Haitian migrants lived in ľinfor-
mal se�lements that were destroyed by the hurricane, losing 
their documents, jobs and belongings.Ŀ207

Children born in The Bahamas to non-Bahamian parents, are 
sometimes unable to obtain the nationality of the parents, 
nor Bahamian citizenship, until they reach the age of ƐѶ 
years. "ome face considerable challenges meeting the 
requirements for citizenship, because of a lack of requisite 
documentation. 

Discrimination against persons with disabilities and the 
limited environment which allows them to participate fully in 
society, remains a concern. The Department of "tatisticsĽ 
ƑƏƐƏ Census of �opulation and Housing determined that 
there were ƐƏ,ƐƒѶ people with disabilities in the country, 
and that men accounted for ƔƐ.Ѷѷ of that population. The 
Census report also found that only Ɛƕѷ of persons with 

$�� ����!$AN�� �
 �!�D��N� �N� &A��$+ AND �N� &�$+ �A�" $� A����(� 
"&"$A�NA��� D�(������N$ �N $�� �A�A�A"ķ �A" ���N A��N�)��D��Dĺ 
���!AN$" AND $�� ����D!�N �
 ���!AN$" ��!N �N $�� �A�A�A"ķ 
A�� 
(&�N�!A����$��"ĺ �N� �*A���� �
 $��" �" $�� ���A�$" �
 �&!!��AN� 
D�!�ANĺ A &N�$�D NA$��N" !���!$ 
�&ND $�� �A$���!+ 
�(� �&!!��AN�Ľ" 
���A�$ �N )���Nķ ľ�"����A��+ )���N �
 �A�$�AN D�"��N$ķ )A" �!�A$�! 
D&� $� �!�҃�*�"$�N� �N� &A��$��"ĺĿ206

disabilities ƐƔ years of age and over, were employed and that 
ƕƑѷ of persons with disabilities had no form of health insur-
ance. The population of persons with disabilities is rapidly 
growing, due to the prevalence of non-communicable 
diseases, which are a major cause of preventable disabilities. 
There is, therefore, a continuing demand to ensure that 
people with disabilities have a voice, are a@orded access to 
health care and employment, and that laws are enforced. In 
ƑƏƐƓ, the government enacted the �ersons with Disabilities 
(Equal �pportunities) Act, ƑƏƐƓ, and in "eptember ƑƏƐƔ, 
ratified the United Nations Convention on the !ights of 
�ersons with Disabilities, to ensure that people with disabili-
ties are treated equally under the law, and can participate 
fully in society.

Cases of elder abuse and neglect are on the rise.  The forms 
of abuse include: verbal, physical and financial abuse.ƑƏѶ

The G�B ratified the United Nations Convention on the 
!ights of �ersons with Disabilities (�)DĽs) in ƑƏƐƔ, prioritis-
ing the equal treatment of persons with disabilities, and their 
full participation in all spheres of society. )hile most provi-
sions of the �)DĽs (Equal �pportunities) Act, ƑƏƐƓ came 
into force between ƑƏƐѵ and ƑƏƐѶ, the requirement for all 
public facilities to be equipped with disability access, has 
been quite diLcult to enforce considering that many, includ-
ing government establishments, remain inaccessible to 
persons with a range of disabilities.209

�verseen by the Ministry of "ocial "ervices and Urban 
Development (and included in the �)Ds national legisla-
tion), the National Commission for �ersons with Disabilities 
(NC�D) and its secretariat, alongside the Disability A@airs 
Division of the Department of "ocial "ervices, have been 
collaborating closely to ensure that both the needs of regular 
and new clients, who are persons with disabilities, are being 
met during the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic.

�Lcials at the Disability A@airs Division have also collabo-
rated with The Bahamas !ed Cross to ensure that persons 
with disabilities are part of the !ed CrossĽ Meals on )heels 
�rogramme. Meanwhile, oLcials at the NC�D, and its secre-
tariat, have established a ƑƓ-hour call and )hatsApp line, as 
part of the measures it has implemented to ensure that the 
needs of persons with disabilities are being met, and with a 
view of bringing any outstanding ma�ers to a speedy resolu-
tion. The commission and its secretariat have also been 
liaising with the relevant non-governmental organizations to 
ensure that persons with disabilities have suLcient food, 
medical supplies, and protective equipment, to ensure their 
safety and protection, during the C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic.

�ther initiatives have included working closely with mem-
bers of the blind community and the association of banking 
and clearing houses in The Bahamas, to enhance and 

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 9

Persons with 
Disabilities

The revised dra[ Nationality, Immigration, and Asylum Bill, 
ƑƏƐѶ, is currently under review and if enacted, it could 
regularize individuals who are at risk of statelessness until 
they reach the age, for which they are entitled to apply for 
citizenship. 

The importance of fulfilling the rights of all in The Bahamas, 
including irregular migrants, has been foregrounded by the 
twin shocks to The Bahamas ŋ i.e., Hurricane Dorian and 
C�(ID-ƐƖ. That is, the state of displaced irregular migrants 
has led to responses by humanitarian organizations, includ-
ing the International �rganization for Migration (I�M), 
which (among other local and international organizations) 
has assisted this group in the a[ermath of Dorian and during 
the pandemic. )ith I�MĽs assistance, ƔƑ migrants (ƒѶ 

emale, ƐƓ Male) received financial and technical support 
with obtaining the supporting documents required to obtain 
legal status in The Bahamas.

improve members of the communityĽs banking experience, 
and ensuring that persons with disabilities have access to, 
and receive the benefits and assistance due them, and that 
they remain safe, protected, and have the necessary items 
for their continued well-being.

Additionally, they have ensured that persons with disabili-
ties, who are deaf or hard of hearing, have access to informa-
tion being disseminated from the media, through the partici-
pation of a sign interpreter, on all national broadcastsĸ and 
have assisted persons with disabilities and other able-bodied 
persons, to obtain wheelchairs by liaising with The Bahamas 
Association for the �hysically Disabled.

Administrators have ensured that the NC�D website, is 
frequently updated to reYect information relative to the 
C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic while performing the general adminis-
trative duties of the secretariat, by assisting the ƐƔ commis-
sioners of the NC�D, who ensure that the provisions 
contained in the �)D (Equal �pportunities) Bill, ƑƏƐƓ, are 
adhered to.210

SDG 10

Œ20ѵœ �asper )ard, 	orianĽs Impacts were AmpѴiCed for )omen, U� Report says, ApriѴ ѵ, 2022, $he �assau �uardian.
Œ20ƕœ $ravis Cartwright-CarroѴ1, )here 	o $hey �oĵ, �ctober, 1ѵ, 2019, $he �assau �uardian. 
Œ20Ѷœ Maycoch 	enise, Ministry Considers �egisѴation $o �rotect $he �ѴderѴy, 1ѵ May 201ѵ, $ribune �ewspaper.

Œ209œ (�R 201Ѷ
Œ210œ �assau �uardian. Ő2020, May 12ő. SociaѴ agencies worhing to ensure access for persons with disabiѴities. Retrieved from https://thenassauguardian.com/sociaѴ-agencies-worhing-to-ensure-access-for-persons-with-disabiѴities/.

Migrants
Rights

ѵƖ 70



�lease see "DG ƐĽs discussion on the �THCD�I.

Pro-Poor
Policies

The challenges associated with the implementation of "DG ƐƏ 
relate to the following:

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 10 PROGRAMMES

Limited public awareness on the needs of vulnerable 
groups in the country.

Negative stigma and persistent stereotypes associated 
with being a migrant ŋ although there is significant 
variation depending on migrantsĽ national origin.

Enhancing the quality of, and access to, education and 
training so that the most economically vulnerable, can 
benefit from economic activity.

Limited data and research that highlights challenges and 
context of marginalised communities.

A[er a nationally published ľcall for applicationsĿ, an indepen-
dent commi�ee selected the ľredocumentationĿ beneficiaries. 
There are many more people in need beyond this project, also 
due to the declining economic situation because of the 
economic impacts of C�(ID-ƐƖ. 

To foster social cohesion, I�M launched the Ƒ-month Bahamas 
�ind media campaign, with a key message and Ɣ interview 
programs. The Bahamas �ind campaign, in conjunction with 
IsraAID, was supported by ľinYuencersĿ from the wider range 
of vulnerable and marginalized groups. The C�(ID-ƐƖ emer-
gency restrictions delayed the program because the main 
institutions were closed. The C�(ID-ƐƖ �andemic distracted 
and reduced the impact of the key messages of the ŲBaham-
askind campaign. I�M is planning to continue to assist undocu-
mented migrants. I�M will also support the government with 
Migration Governance training for government oLcials. I�M is 
planning to continue and expand the ŲBahamaskind social 
cohesion program with, community-driven sports, art, and 
training activities.

Œ20ѵœ �asper )ard, 	orianĽs Impacts were AmpѴiCed for )omen, U� Report says, ApriѴ ѵ, 2022, $he �assau �uardian.
Œ20ƕœ $ravis Cartwright-CarroѴ1, )here 	o $hey �oĵ, �ctober, 1ѵ, 2019, $he �assau �uardian. 
Œ20Ѷœ Maycoch 	enise, Ministry Considers �egisѴation $o �rotect $he �ѴderѴy, 1ѵ May 201ѵ, $ribune �ewspaper.
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

11 SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND COMMUNITIES

Make cities and
human 
settlements 
inclusive, safe, 
resilient and 
sustainable

SDG 11

There is limited bus coverage for unprofitable routes and 
during the evening hours.  This has led to over-reliance on 
personal vehicles and traLc congestion. Additionally, there 
are no designated cycling lanes which also leads to an 
over-reliance on automobiles.212      

     
Access to a proper waste management system is an ongoing 
concern throughout the country, and particularly in New 
�rovidence. The Department of Environmental Health 
"ervices (DEH") estimates that in The Bahamas, ѵѵƏ million 
pounds (ƒƏƏ,ƏƏƏ tonnes) of solid waste, are discarded from 
packaging, waste food, and other thrown away items, each 
year.ƑƐƒ Currently, the country has limited recycling practic-
es. Dump fires in The Bahamas have become a recurring 
event, with as many as Ɛƕ acres burned in �anuary ƑƏƐƔ.ƑƐƓ

"everal dump fires have occurred between the ƑƏƐѶ - ƑƏƑƐ 
periods. There is a need to address sanitation and housing 
challenges, particularly in urbanized areas. Moreover, there 
has been a steady increase in informal se�lements, usually 

��!� $�AN ƕƏѷ �
 $�� �A�A��AN ���&�A$��N !�"�D�" �N N�) �!�(�҃
D�N��ķ $�� ��&N$!+Ľ" ��"$ &!�AN�,�D �"�ANDĺ211 �N N�) �!�(�D�N��ķ 
�&���� �!�&ND $!AN"��!$A$��N �" ����$�D $� �!�(A$��+҃�)N�D �&"�"ķ 
!�
�!!�D $� A" ľ��$N�+"Ŀ ���!A$�N� �N ��(�!N��N$҃D�
�N�D !�&$�" 
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found on Crown or �ublic land in New �rovidence, Abaco 
Island, Exuma Island and Eleuthera.ƑƐƔ

The housing structures in these towns are generally infor-
mally organised, overcrowded with illegally constructed 
structures built with non-durable hazardous material, 
without proper sewage disposal systems and access to 
water.216 The results of a ƑƏƐѶ survey of informal se�le-
ments in New �rovidence, revealed that Ɛ,ƓƐƏ residents 
were residing in the "hanty Towns and a total of ƓƑѶ house-
holds.  Thirty-eight percent (Ɣƒѵ) of the residents were 
under the age of ƐѶ, and sixty-two percent (ѶƕƓ) are adults.  
Among the ƓƑѶ heads of households who were interviewed, 
ƕƐѷ had legal status in The Bahamasĸ Ƒƒѷ unknown and ѵѷ 
were undocumented.  "ixty-eight percent (ѵѶѷ) or ѵƏƏ of 
the adult population, reported working in the last six 
months, and ƕѵѷ of the households reported a total weekly 
income of under ŪƓƏƏ.217

There is also a need for more green and public spaces in New 

There is also a need for more green and public spaces in New 
�rovidence, particularly in the historical and o[en marginal-
ized communities.  Green and public spaces will not only 
incentivise community strengthening but provide an 
enabling environment to enhance the quality of life of 
residents, and encourage physical activity, creativity, and 
innovation. 

Public Bus 
Unification

The previous (N! reported that, in March ƑƏƐѵ, the IDB 
confirmed that the Government would start the imple-
mentation of the bus unification process, through a pilot 
project funded by the Bank, to demonstrate how the bus 
unification scheme will work.ƑƐѶ Unification of the bus 
system is intended to streamline public bus transport and 
inter alia, upgrade the buses to make them more ener-
gy-eLcient, and ensure that there is a good routing 
system, so that areas in New �rovidence not currently 
serviced by buses, are covered.219

However, there were several delays with the Ministry 
announcing, in August ƑƏƐƖ, an estimated cost of 
ŪѵƏƏ,ƏƏƏ to undertake a study of the bus system to 
determine the value of a bus franchise.220 
ollowing this 
announcement, Hurricane Dorian struck the country. The 
study eventually commenced in �anuary ƑƏƑƏ, to collect 
data that would be pertinent to determining schedules, 
bus stop placement, bus fare payment methods, and 
other key data points. Again, before the six months set 
aside to conduct the study was completed, the national 
response to C�(ID-ƐƖ resulted in a lengthy cessation of 
bussing.

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR 
IMPLEMENTING SDG 11 

The New �rovidence Ecology �ark, Ltd. (N�E�), is a ƐƏƏѷ 
Bahamian-owned business that currently is contracted 
with the Ministry of Environment and Housing, for the 
remediation, upgrade and operation of the N�E� (former-
ly the Harold !oad Landfill). 
The company was engaged by the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Housing in late ƑƏƐѶ, to address the persistent 
issues with the former LandfillĽs solid waste system. 
Among the issues faced by the Landfill were, ľyearly 
raging fires, groundwater contamination, gas emissions, 
mosquitos and other vectors, all of which threatened the 
health of the surrounding residents, the waste collection 
company employees, and the lifeblood of the local econo-
my ŋ the Tourism Industry.Ŀ The company began work in 
March ƑƏƐƖ, and has achieved, among other things, the 
following:

New Providence
Ecology Park221

Consolidating and capping over ѶƏ acres of waste.

E@ecting rigorous solid waste handling practices in 
accordance with U.". E�A "ubtitle D regulations.

Implementing modern best-management-practices for 
maximum protection of human and environmental 
health.

Commencing recycling and recovery activities for 
construction demolition debris and vegetative waste.

SDG 11

[211] 
Œ212œ Mc	onaѴd Mott 2000 p.22
Œ213œ $homas, A et aѴ., 201Ɣ.
Œ21Ɠœ ScaveѴѴa, �ico 201Ɣ
Œ21Ɣœ Ministry of �nvironment and �ousing 2013, Shanty $own �rofect. Accessed at: Œhttp://eh.gov.bs/wp-content/upѴoads/201ѵ/10/Shanty-$own-�ahamas-Report.pdfœ
Œ21ѵœ 	epartment of �nvironmentaѴ �eaѴth and Services 2013 p.2ѵ
Œ21ƕœ See Shanty $own Statement and Report

Œ21Ѷœ I	� Report as referenced in $he $ribune �ewspaper ŐMc�en�ie, �atario and �artneѴѴ, �eiѴ 9 March 01ѵő
Œ219œ Ibid and �owe, AѴison 19 �ctober 2013
Œ220œ RoѴѴe, R. Ő2019, August 2Ѷő. UniCed �us System �iѴot �Ѵan $o Cost Ūѵ00,000. Retrieved from http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2019/aug/2Ѷ/uniCed-bus-system-piѴot-pѴan-to-cost-ѵ00000/
Œ221œ $he information in this section was retrieved from ����Ľs website and is avaiѴabѴe at https://www.ecoѴogyparhbahamas.com/about-us/
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Figure 20. New �rovidence Ecology �ark



Local Government Initiative
for New Providence

In ƐƖƖѵ, Local Government was introduced to several major 
populated islands, outside of New �rovidence, and in ƑƏƐƕ, 
the G�B commi�ed to bringing Local Government to New 
�rovidence by the ƑƏƑƏ cycle of local government elections. 
A commi�ee was established to successfully carry out the 
project and the ƑƏƐѶņƑƏƐƖ budget communication commit-
ted ŪƐƏƏ,ƏƏƏ to support this initiative.222 However, since the 
governmentĽs pronouncement in April ƑƏƐƖ, that the Com-
mi�eeĽs report had been finalized and would be submi�ed to 
the Cabinet, no further commitment has been made to 
establishing a local government in New �rovidence.ƑƑƒ

Shanty Town Action
Task Force (SATF)

The "AT
 was established in ƑƏƐѶ. A survey of all ten "hanty 
Towns in New �rovidence, was conducted over four weeks 
with a view of assisting residents in finding alternative 
accommodations and closing these informal se�lements by 
ƒƐst �uly ƑƏƐѶ.

Access to Affordable 
Housing

In ƑƏƐѶ, the G�B introduced a landmark bill to provide 
a@ordable housing for Bahamians titled, Access to A@ord-
able Homes Bill, ƑƏƐѶ.  (�lease see "DG ƐĽs discussion on 
Access to Land and Housing).  

The N�E� states that it intended to construct the following 
elements over the next few months and years:

A new !esidential Drop �@ 
acility

A new Material !ecovery 
acility (recycling centre)

Landfill Gas Collection and !ecycling Infrastructure

A public Green "pace developed on reclaimed landfill 
property.

The acceleration of urban sprawl in The Bahamas has led to an 
increase in energy consumption, pollution, water and waste 
management, and a consequent need to improve related public 
services.   E@ectively implemented "DG ƐƐ requires the 
following e@orts: 

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 11 PROGRAMMES

Enhancing participation of local actors in and eLcacy of 
decision-making, via the devolution of governance.

"trengthening the capacity of the countryĽs urban 
planning institutions to ensure that cities are inclusive, 
safe, resilient, and sustainable, with disaster planning at 
the forefront.

!esolving issues of overlapping and unclear property 
claims, particularly in New �rovidence, to allow for the 
upgrading of residences in economically depressed 
communities.

Be�er funding and policy reform to address the 
challenges of the public transportation systems.

Allocating fiscal resources to invest in much needed 
infrastructural works such as, drainage and innovative 
solid waste management solutions, for urban centres.

City Clean-Up
Efforts

The G�B launched a clean-up initiative for New �rovidence 
and the 
amily Islands in �ctober ƑƏƐƕ.  The scope of the 
clean-up will involve the removal of derelict vehicles and 
waste within neighbourhoods, and the incorporation of 
rodent control mechanisms.ƑƑƓ

SDG 11

Œ222œ (�R 201Ѷ 
Œ223œ �yewitness �ews. Ő2019, ApriѴ 1ő. Report on estabѴishing �� �ocaѴ �overnment compѴeted. Retrieved from https://ewnews.com/report-on-estabѴishing-np-ѴocaѴ-government-compѴeted. 
Œ22Ɠœ Ministry of �nvironment and �ousing August 201ƕ, Minister Ferreira caѴѴs on �ahamians to foin �eeping �ur �ahamas �eautifuѴ initiative.
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

12 Responsible
Consumption
and Production

Ensure 
Sustainable 
Consumption 
& Production 
Patterns 

SDG 12

Achieving many of our aims, (i.e., poverty alleviation, food securi-
ty, and infrastructure-based development), also depends on 
productive activities and their economic output. )hile some 
government interventions promote more sustainable and 
eLcient use of natural resources (i.e., the "tyrofoam ban and 
other key legislative reforms), considerable work remains to be 
done. 

"DG ƐƑ can only be achievable when sustainable production 
frameworks are coordinated with sustainable business practices, 
public procurement for the government, and a shi[ in consumer 
aমtudes and behaviours towards sustainability. 
urthermore, 
given its transversal supply chain, the tourism sector is best 
poised to advance sustainable consumption and production 
practices. Therefore, extensive multi-stakeholder engagement 
and robust educational awareness-raising are essential to policy 
coherence for sustainable development. 

A1_b;�bn] v�v|abna0Ѵ; 1onv�lrঞon and ruod�1ঞon u;labnv a 1onvbd;ua0Ѵ; 1_aѴѴ;n]; 
=ou $_; �a_alavķ rauঞ1�ѴauѴ� ]b�;n |_; 1o�n|u�Ľv |o�ubvlŊ0av;d ;1onol�ĺ �;;ঞn] |_; 
;1onolb1ķ vo1baѴķ and a;v|_;ঞ1 d;landv o= |_; |o�ubvl v;1|ou 1o�Ѵd _a�; n;]aঞ�; 
blrѴb1aঞonv on |_; ;n�buonl;n| and na|�uaѴ u;vo�u1;vķ b= no| 1auub;d o�| v�v|abna0Ѵ�ĺ 
��u blra1| on |_; ;n�buonl;n| and _�lan _;aѴ|_ bv bn;�|ub1a0Ѵ� Ѵbnh;d |o ruod�1ঞon 
and 1onv�lrঞon a1ঞ�bঞ;vĺ

Sustainable Management & ELcient 
Use of Natural Resources

In �ctober ƑƏƐƖ, key legislations to address wide-ranging 
environmental protections, and ban single-use plastics, 
were passed, which include: 

The Ministry of Environment Act, 
2019
A bill for an act to establish the Ministry of theEnvironment 
to oversee the integrity of the environment of The Bahamas, 
to make the minister responsible, therefore a corporation 
sole, to establish the Environmental Administration 
und, 
and the Environmental Trust 
und and for ma�ers connect-
ed thereto.

The Environment Planning and Pro-
tection Act, 2019
A bill for an act to establish the Department of Environmen-
tal �lanning and �rotection to provide for the prevention or 
control of pollution, the regulation of activities, and the 
administration, conservation, and sustainable use of the 
environment, and for connected purposes.

The Environmental �lanning and �rotection Act was passed 
on December ƐƖ, ƑƏƑƐ, and resulted in the establishment of 
The Department of Environmental �lanning and �rotection 
(DE��). The purview of the DE�� deals with the ľregulation 
of activities and the administration, conservation, and 
sustainable use of the environment, and for connected 
purposes. The Department also manages multilateral 
environmental agreements and research permit applications 
for scientific investigations involving or a@ecting natural 
resources within The Bahamas. In addition, the Department 
is responsible for the development and implementation of 
policies, programmes, and plans for the e@ective manage-
ment and conservation of the physical environment within 
The Bahamas.ƑƑƔ

The Environment Protection (Control 
of Plastic Pollution) Act, 2019 
A bill for an act to prohibit single-use plastic food ware and 
non-biodegradable, oxo-biodegradable, and biodegradable 
single-use plastic bagsĸ prohibit the release of balloonsĸ 
regulate the use of compostable single-use plastic bagsĸ and 
for connected ma�ers.
The Ministry of Environment and Housing created a task 
force to advance an inclusive national campaign, ľ�lastic 

ree ƑƓƑĿ to phase out single-use plastics, such as plastic 
bags, straws, food utensils, and "tyrofoam containers, by 
ƑƏƑƏ. The ban came into full e@ect on �uly Ɛst, ƑƏƑƏ.

Plastic
Ban
In �uly ƑƏƑƏ, the government of The Bahamas successfully 
implemented a full ban on single use plastics and "tyrofoam. 
Complete implementation of the ban came a[er a grace 
period of six (ѵ) months, which allowed the banned items to 
be sold locally, but no new importation of these prohibited 
items was allowed.  There are four (Ɠ) items banned that can 
no longer be imported. These are:  single use plastic bags, 
plastic utensils, plastic straws, and "tyrofoam containers. 
Alternatives were provided a part of the governmentĽs 
educational campaign including reusable bags, compostable 
utensils, compostable paper, steel or bamboo straws, and 
compostable containers. To encourage the public to comply 
with the ban, duty was removed from the alternative items, 
and a fine could be given to persons or businesses, if found 
to be in breach of the stipulations.226

Addressing Waste and Promoting 
Recycling
In 
ebruary ƑƏƐƖ, the government signed an agreement with 
the New �rovidence Ecology �ark (N�E�) (which comprises 
the )aste !esources Development Group and �rovidence 
Advisors) for a ŪƓƔ million multi-phased redevelopment of 
the New �rovidence Landfill.

SDG 12SDG 12

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 12 

Œ22Ɣœ 	epartment of �nvironmentaѴ �Ѵanning and �rotection ŋ Ministry of �nvironment 
Œ22ѵœ https://ewnews.com/business-urged-to-prepare-for-singѴe-use-pѴastics-ban-come-fanuary-1

Figure 21. The Ministry of Environment ş Housing announces its 
partnership with ALI( to promote the �lastic 
ree ƑƓƑ campaign 
which is raising awareness about the �anuary Ɛ, ƑƏƑƏ, national 
plastic ban. �ictured from le[ to right are �anice Miller, �erma-
nent "ecretary, Ministry of Environment ş Housing (M�EH)ĸ 
Hon. !omauld 
erreira, Minister of Environment ş Housingĸ 
"asha Lightbourne, ALI( Media Championĸ Dr. !hianna 
Neely-Murphy, Technical Consultant, M�EHĸ and Lyndee Bowe, 
Environmental �Lcer, M�EH.
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SDG 12
SINCE MARCH 2019, THE NPEP HAS:

Extinguished fires at the site significantly reduced the risk of 
future fires.

Cleaned and organized the landfill, transforming what was 
once an ľopen wasteĿ dumping ground into a clean, safe, and 
organized park ŋ ƐƏƏ percent compacted, capped, and 
contained.

Created and maintained proper roads and established 
specific treatment of areas for the various types of waste 
received.

!erouted and contained the overYowing septic waste at the 
park.

"tarted reusing and recycling onsite materials and waste to 
maintain and revitalize the park.

"hredded organic materials and turned back to the soil.

Began the establishment of its recycling program and can 
accept cooking oil, electronics, cans, glass, plastic, alumini-
um, cardboard, and mixed paper, for recycling.

Promoting Sustainable Tourism and 
the Cultural and Natural Heritage

The G�B approved the �ublic-�rivate Investments Limit-
ed (��IL) groupŝs multi-million-dollar proposal to restore 
and revive sites, which include NassauĽs three forts, the 
 ueenĽs "taircase (ѵѵ "teps) and )ater Tower, and the 
�ompey Museum. It is projected that the venture could 
generate ŪƐ.Ɣbn in gross revenues throughout a ƑƔ-year 
lease, along with several hundred jobs.227

The G�B implements and executes restoration works on 
public property and rehabilitation initiatives within the 
main local historical urban contexts.

There are also other ongoing initiatives, like the imple-
mentation of special campaigns and local and interna-
tional observances, in the public and private sectors, that 
aim to raise awareness for sustainable development. 
"ome of those initiatives include:

"cotiabank joined MasterCard on the expansion of the 
�riceless �lanet Coalition to generate climate change 
awareness and to impact four Caribbean countries: 
�amaica, Barbados, The Bahamas, and the Dominican 
!epublic.ƑƑѶ

The Eden 
arms company was launched in ƑƏƑƐ and 
marks the future of farming and sustainable food 
production in The Bahamas for residents and the 
millions of tourists who visit The Bahamas year-round. 
The technology company relies on repurposed 
shipping containers to create the ideal environment to 
nurture the farming process from beginning to end. 
This process then allows for maximum control over 
crops, at every stage, from germination to harvest, 
which translates to optimum yield with minimum loss. 
Eden 
armsĽ technology methods aim to fill gaps in the 
agricultural supply chain.

The Bahamian government worked along with the 
Israeli government and the Israeli Non-Governmental 
�rganization - (olcani International �artnerships to 
open a Caribbean-wide agriculture workshop. The 
workshop has, so far, registered more than Ƒ,ƏƏƏ 
persons across the Caribbean.

The Bahamas Cabinet has approved ƒƏ acres of land at 
the Gladstone !oad !esearch Centre. The land will be 
repurposed for smart farms. These smart farms use 
data-driven approaches to meet real-time needs, with 
an aim to avoid shortages and surpluses. 

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA), as a part of its ľCreating Economic 
�pportunities �rojectĿ, facilitated several workshops 
across the Caribbean, training farmers on creating 
opportunities for managing organic waste to solve the 
challenges of the bio-economy. In The Bahamas, the 
project was executed in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Marine !esources and involved up 
to ƖƏ participants from five islands. 

In cooperation with the Caribbean �hilanthropic 
AllianceĽs (Cari�hil Alliance - C�A) pledge to plant one 
million trees by �une Ɣ, ƑƏƑƐ, members of the House 
of !astafari Inter-Mansion 
arming Collective (H�!) 
and the sta@ and students of Akhepran International 
Academy, paid tribute to the late �riest, �hilip Blyden, 
by participating in the launch of Cari�hil Alliance Tree 
�lanting Ambassador �rogramme. �n "unday, �anuary 
ƐƏ, ƑƏƑƐ, participants planted several fruit trees Ō 
including almond, avocado pear, banana, coconut, 
mamey sapote, mangola, sapodilla, and soursop Ō at 
Akhepran International Academy on Bernard !oad.229

SDG 12

The key challenges for The Bahamas in implementing "DG ƐƑ 
relate to:

CHALLENGES FACED IMPLEMENTING
SDG 12 PROGRAMMES

Limited public awareness on the importance of sustain-
able consumption and production practices.

Lack of a sustainable consumption strategic plan and 
accompanying policies to govern economic actors.

Limited business models not suited to the circular econ-
omy.

The need to consider an integrated whole-supply-chain 
approach to stakeholder engagement, inclusive of Civil 
"ociety �rganizations (C"�) and the private sector.

Œ22ƕœ $ribune. Cabinet go ahead Ū1.Ɣ biѴѴion heritage pѴan. Œ���I��œ AvaiѴabѴe at http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2020/dec/10/cabinet-go-ahead-1Ɣbn-heritage-pѴan/ ŒAccessed at 12 �anuary 2021œ
Œ22Ѷœ MasterCard. 	oing weѴѴ by doing good. Œ���I��œ AvaiѴabѴe at https://www.mastercard.us/content/dam/mccom/gѴobaѴ/aboutus/SustainabiѴity/mastercard-sustainabiѴity-report-2019.pdf. ŒAccessed at 12 �anuary 2021œ

Œ229œ �yewitness �ews. Cari�hiѴAѴѴiance $ree �Ѵanning Ambassador �rogramme. Œ���I��œ AvaiѴabѴe at https://ewnews.com/cariphiѴaѴѴiance-tree-pѴanting-ambassa-
dor-program-gives-tribute-to-rastafarian-priest-bѴydenŒAccessed at 03 March 2021œ
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13  Climate
action

Take Urgent
Action to Combat 
Climate Change 
and its Impacts

SDG 13
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In �ctober ƑƏƐѶ, The United Nations Intergovernmental 
�anel on Climate Change published the report, ľImpacts of 
Ɛ.ƔәC Global )arming on Natural and Human "ystemsĿ. This 
report highlights that lower temperatures have a more 
severe impact on climate than predicted. This threat is even 
more serious to vulnerable "mall Island Developing "tates 
("ID") like The Bahamas. The Bahamas is currently experi-
encing the impacts of climate change.  These impacts include 
rising sea levels, declines in coral reefs, and the increasing 
intensity of hurricanesĸ  changes that a@ect every area of life 
in The Bahamas and require real action.ƑƒƑ

In "eptember ƑƏƐƖ, Hurricane Dorian made landfall in 
The Bahamas, wreaking havoc on the islands of Abaco and 
Grand Bahama. The category five winds and storm surges 
of over ƑƏ feet destroyed entire communities, churches, 
medical facilities, and more. Dorian was a cataclysmic 
natural disaster that undoubtedly was the product of the 
intensifying e@ects of climate change in the region and the 
world. !epeated disasters, such as Dorian, are harsh reminder 

of why  climate action is vital. 

The United Nations "ecretary-General, Antonio Guterres, 
visited The Bahamas immediately a[er Hurricane Dorian. 
During this visit, he highlighted that countries that produce 
the least amount of greenhouse emissions or are the poorest 
or most vulnerable communities are more severely impacted 
by the e@ects of climate change, and that the international 
community must band together to ensure that we are all 
actively planning towards climate action.Ƒƒƒ

The Bahamas demonstrates its continual commitment to 
climate action through: 

The University of 
The Bahamas 

UB established a Climate Change Adaptation and !esilience 
!esearch Centre in ƑƏƐƖ a[er Hurricane Dorian. The centre 
aims to address how climate change a@ects societies and 
people in "ID" and coastal communities. The centre also 

focuses on adaptation, comprehensive disaster manage-
ment, and loss and damage. These three areas are key 
elements in climate research and will be instrumental in 
building resilience to climate change.ƒƒƓ

The Perry Institute for
Marine Science 

The �erry Institute for Marine "cience (�IM") is an organiza-
tion that conducts research in The Bahamas and throughout 
the region. The institute also conducts educational, conser-
vation, and science programs to spread awareness and 
protect the oceans. 

�IM" has coral nurseries where they allow corals to grow in 
a stable environment until they are mature enough to be 
transported back to coral reefs where they can thrive. Coral 
reefs protect the coastline from erosion and damage from 
storms. This restorative and preventative measure taken by 
�IM"  safeguards The Bahamas from the e@ects of climate 
change. �IM" partners with local entities to train partici-
pants to conduct this exercise to extend their reach. The 
institute also conducts extensive research which helps to 
inform and direct their work.ƑƒƔ

Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

In ƑƏƐƖ, IICA responded to Hurricane Dorian by implement-
ing actions related to Agricultural Health and 
ood "afety 
(AH
"), climate smart agriculture, and resilience. This was 
done through interventions for capacity and resilience build-
ing, provision of tools, and small equipment needed for farm-
ing and recording.  
orty (ƓƏ) farmers and ƑƏ beekeepers 
participated in these activities in total.Ƒƒѵ

During ƑƏƑƏ, the IICA implemented a project which trained 
over ѶƏ farmers in organic waste management and compost-
ing.  
armers trained were from Grand Bahama, New �rovi-
dence, Eleuthera, Abaco, and Cat Island. In addition to the 
training, compost sites were set-up on each island. The 
webinar entitled ľ"DG Ɛƒ: How can Agriculture Tackle 
Climate Change E@ects in The Bahamas and the CaribbeanĵĿ 
was showcased. The webinar stressed the importance of 
climate action and touched on strengthening climate 
resilience, integrating climate action into policies, planning, 
and strategies, and the technicalities of participating in 
national and regional high-level fora. The webinar was made 

accessible through IICAĽs social media pages and 
pla�orms.Ƒƒƕ

The Green 
Climate Fund

The Green Climate 
und (GC
) was created in ƑƏƐƏ by 
Member "tates signed on to the United Nations 
ramework 
Convention on Climate Change (UN
CC). The fundŝs 
commitments include: helping developing countries and 
vulnerable societies to lower their green-house gas emis-
sions and helping them to adapt to climate change.ƑƒѶ In 
November ƑƏƑƏ, the GC
 launched two (Ƒ) projects which 
target The Bahamas, among other countries. The "ub-na-
tional Climate 
und Global aims to e@ect and increase 
climate investment on a long-term basis for adaptation and 
mitigation solutions at a sub-national level by way of a trans-
formative finance model.ƑƒƖ )hile one project focuses on 
Equity, the other project centres on the Technical Assistance 

acility. The GC
 has also engaged in Ɣ readiness activitiesƑƓƏ, one 
of which included an awareness building video highlighting what is 
climate change and how it a@ects The Bahamas.ƑƓƐ

The Global Environment
Facility

The Global Environment 
acility (GE
) provides grants and 
co-financing options to countries to address and deal with 
pressing environmental problems in line with the �aris 
Agreement. The GE
 has had Ɛƕ projects with The Bahamas, 
with Ɣ of them tackling climate change, specifically totalling 
over ŪѶ million GE
 grant funds, and over ŪƑѶ million 
co-financed.ƑƓƑ

The Bahamas Protected
Areas Fund

In ƑƏƐƖ, in the a[ermath of Hurricane Dorian, The Bahamas 
�rotected Areas 
und (B�A
) launched a call for concept 
proposals that would focus on the islands of Abaco and 
Grand Bahama, while targeting the ecosystem, water purifi-
cation, or renewable energy. The B�A
 is a national conser-
vation trust fund that ensures that national marine parks 
have enough revenue to provide the eLciency of sta@, 
equipment, community support, monitoring, and visitor 
facilities. 

SDG 13

Œ230œ https://reѴiefweb.int/report/bahamas/pm-caѴѴs-un-intensify-commitment-addressing-cѴimate-change
Œ231œhttps://mofa.gov.bs/prime-minister-minnis-addresses-un-generaѴ-assembѴy-urges-worѴd-Ѵeaders-to-address-gѴobaѴ-cѴimate-emergency/
Œ232œ http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/201Ѷ/oct/22/insight-cѴimate-change-coming-and-we-have-prepare-/
Œ233œ https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/09/10Ɠѵ392

Œ23Ɠœhttps://www.ub.edu.bs/university-bahamas-estabѴishes-cѴimate-change-adaptation-resiѴience-research-centre/
Œ23Ɣœ https://www.perryinstitute.org/reef-rescue-networhŲfocus-areas
Œ23ѵœ https://repositorio.iica.int/bitstream/handѴe/1132Ɠ/10ƕ3ѵ/�(�200ƕѶ021i.pdfĵsetuenceƷ1şisAѴѴowedƷy
Œ23ƕœ https://repositorio.iica.int/bitstream/handѴe/1132Ɠ/1ƔƔѵ3/�(�210Ɠ13ѵ1i.pdfĵsetuenceƷ1şisAѴѴowedƷy
Œ23Ѷœ https://www.caribbeancѴimate.b�/gcf/about-gcf/
Œ239œ https://www.greencѴimate.fund/profect/fp1Ɣ2Ųimpact
Œ2Ɠ0œ https://www.greencѴimate.fund/countries/bahamas
Œ2Ɠ1œ https://www.youtube.com/watchĵvƷ�oƓntUrC�+Ѷ
Œ2Ɠ2œhttps://www.thegef.org/profectsfacetedĵfŒœƷCeѴdōcountry:21şfŒœƷCeѴdōpōfocaѴareas:220ƕşfѷƔ�0ѷƔ	ƷCeѴdōcountryѷ3A21şpageƷ1
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Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB)

The IDB approved the project ľ!ecommendations for the Imple-
mentation of "ustainable and Climate !esilient Tourism Certifi-
cations in The BahamasĿ in November ƑƏƑƏ. It is a Technical 
Cooperation project to support to the Ministry of Tourism and 
Aviation, by listing recommendations and providing a gover-
nance framework.ƑƓƒ The IDB is also implementing the project 
ľClimate !esilient Coastal Management and Infrastructure 
�rogramĿ, which was approved in ƑƏƐƕ. The program aims to 
enhance resilience to coastal risks, including risks related to 
climate change. Methods of program implementation include 
the use of coastal protection infrastructure and integrated 
coastal management. "elected coastlines of the islands of Grand 
Bahama, New �rovidence, Andros, and Long Island are to be 
a@ected.ƑƓƓ

Public Private Sector Activities
Retrofi࣌ng of the Anatol Rodgers 
High School Project

The Ministry of the Environment and Housing, through a project 
funded by the Italian Ministry of Environment, Land and "ea 
(IMEL"), incorporated renewable energy technology and Energy 
Conservation Measures (ECMs). The project reduced the carbon 
footprint of the Anatol !odgers High "chool by installing a ƑƔƏ 
k)-Dc roo[op solar �( array, exterior lighting control system, 
vacancy sensors, lounge, programmable thermostats, and 
low-Yow lavatory aerators. The project also reworked the 
entranceŝs interior lighting system and refrigerant lines.ƑƓƔ  

To spread awareness about the initiative, the Ministry of 
Environment and Housing, along with the Caribbean Communi-
ty Climate Change Centre, premiered a short film about the 
project and its outcomes.ƑƓѵ

The Ministry of Disaster Preparedness Manage-
ment, and Reconstruction, the Disaster Recon-
struction Authority, and the National Emergency 
Management Authority

The Ministry of Disaster �reparedness Management, and 
!econstruction, was created in "eptember ƑƏƐƖ, days a[er the 
passing of Hurricane Dorian. The ministry was tasked with 
recovery coordination for Abaco and Grand Bahama. NEMA, 
and the Disaster !econstruction Authority (D!A) were moved 
to the new Ministry of Disaster �reparedness Management and 

CHALLENGES TO 
ACHIEVING CLIMATE
ACTION:

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
ADDRESSING THE 
CHALLENGES:

ľEstablishing a standardised system that would allow for 
the project reports, compiled by the relevant profession-
als, to be archived in a publicly accessible government 
repository, is one way researchers and government 
representatives can perform assessments and identify 
local trends, that would enable a more eLcient response 
to climate change issues.ĿƑƔƒ

Increase the resiliency of infrastructure.

ľEnhancing warning systems, upgrading the structural 
integrity of hurricane shelters, and ensuring citizen 
compliance with evacuation protocols, are lifesaving 
actions.ĿƑƔƓ

Bolster citizen engagement in disaster preparedness and 
response.ƑƔƔ

!econstruction. NEMA led aid relief e@orts during the 
a[ermath of the hurricane. The agency organized the collection 
and disbursement of donations and collaborated with various 
international organizations that o@ered technical support on 
the ground. The D!A worked with non-governmental organiza-
tions (NG�s) to conduct hurricane damage assessments and to 
rebuild more resilient communities. The D!A identifies seven (ƕ) 
priorities that it centres on. These are economy, health, educa-
tion, systems improvement, environment, housing, and 
infrastructure.ƑƓƕ

NEMA has since been working on a comprehensive hurricane 
response plan for The Bahamas. The �acific Disaster Centre was 
contracted to perform a baseline assessment in ƑƏƐƖ. The 
assessment results found that if a Category Ɣ hurricane hits 
New �rovidence, ƕƏѷ of the island would be underwater. The 
Meteorological Department and The Bahamas National 
Geographic Information "ystems (BNGI") are other partners 
used for a category Ɣ response recovery plan. The comprehen-
sive hurricane response plan should consider the amount of 
shelter space needed, the functionality of the government, and 
the provision of food and water supplies across the archipela-
go.ƑƓѶ

The D!A has since outlined ƐƓ projects it aimed to execute. 
These projects included: debris collection and debris manage-
ment sites in Abaco and Grand Bahama, "mall Home !epair 
�rogrammes in Abaco and Grand Bahama, construction of dome 
and modular temporary housing in Abaco and Grand Bahama, 
airport development in Treasure Cay, Abaco, construction of 
semi-permanent homes for public oLces and teachers in "pring 
City, Abaco, and planning for comprehensive schools in High 
!ock, Grand Bahama, and Treasure Cay. The D!A also plans to 
build permanent housing in Central �ines, Abaco, and roll out 
landfill redevelopment in "nake Cayĸ develop two ѵƏ-acre 
subdivisions in "pring City and )ilson City, Abacoĸ reconstruct 
AbacoĽs port facilities and rebuild the police and fire stations in 
Marsh Harbour, Abaco. In these e@orts, the D!A partnered with 
the Grand Bahama �ower Company, )"C, B�L, the Grand 
Bahama Utility Company, The Bahamas Telecommunications 
Company, and Aliv, working across sectors to make the rebuild-
ing of these Bahamian islands a reality. NG�s, private institu-
tions, churches, and the international community also lent a 
huge hand in assessing needs on the ground and providing 
assistance.ƑƓƖ

In April ƑƏƑƏ, The D!A provided eight families, whose homes 
were destroyed by Hurricane Dorian, with temporary housing in 
"pring City. The dome-style homes can hold up to ѵ people and 
are built for extreme environments. 
orty (ƓƏ) domes are to be 
given to residents of Grand Bahama, and one-hundred ƐƏƏ 
more domes are to be shipped to Abaco to assist more families 
who were le[ homeless, due to Dorian. The domes are the 
property of NEMA and cannot be rented or sold by residents.ƑƔƏ 

Given the increasing threat of hurricanes, the domes serve as a 
short-term solution for those who may be displaced due to 
disasters and emergencies.

The D!A also gave out over ѶƏƏ vouchers for home repair up to 
�une ƑƏƑƏ. The vouchers were in the amount of ŪƑ,ƔƏƏ to assist 
with home repair e@orts to ensure that homes were made more 
resistant to hurricanes and Yooding. Up to �une ƑƏƑƏ, at least 
Ɠ,ѵƏƏ people applied, and more than Ƒ,ѵƏƏ of them were 
approved.ƑƔƐ

Tribune Media
Group

The Tribune Media Group publishes an annual Hurricane 
"upplement, which provides a hurricane tracking map, and 
safety and shelter information, for the Bahamian Community. In 
addition to the Hurricane "upplement, the Tribune Media 
Group also o@ers daily Eco-
riendly tips on the radio station 
�I"" Ɩѵ.Ɛ
M. 
urther, during the implementation of the �lastic 
Ban, The Tribune Media Group partnered with the Ministry of 
Environment and Housing to disseminate information on the 
ban and the negative impact plastic has on our environment. 
The Tribune Media Group also runs articles on Climate Change 
regularly, and provides weather reports sponsored by B�L 
during hurricane seasons.ƑƔƑ

The Bahamas relies on tourismĸ a sector with many 
associated activities that contribute to high greenhouse 
gas emissions

E@orts to sustain the sector may conYict with interest in 
combating climate change.

SDG 13SDG 13

)eak 
ood "ecurity

High levels of economic inequality

(ulnerability to climate events

Lack of human capital with expertise

Œ2Ɠ3œ https://www.iadb.org/en/profect/��-$10Ѷ2
Œ2ƓƓœ https://www.iadb.org/en/profect/��-�10Ɠ3
Œ2ƓƔœhttps://www.caribbeancѴimate.b�/bѴog/2020/10/23/the-ccccc-and-the-ministry-of-the-environment-and-housing-the-bahamas-Ѵaunch-video-highѴighting-anatoѴ-rodgers-energy-retroCts/
Œ2Ɠѵœ https://www.youtube.com/watchĵvƷ�I��1�(�ƕ�o
Œ2Ɠƕœhttps://thenassauguardian.com/a-reconstruction-overview-one-year-a[er-hurricane-dorian-and-stiѴѴ-committed/
Œ2ƓѶœhttps://thenassauguardian.com/govt-worhing-on-a-comprehensive-hurricane-response-pѴan-for-future-storms/
Œ2Ɠ9œhttps://thenassauguardian.com/a-reconstruction-overview-one-year-a[er-hurricane-dorian-and-stiѴѴ-committed/

Œ2Ɣ0œhttps://thenassauguardian.com/a-reconstruction-overview-one-year-a[er-hurricane-dorian-and-stiѴѴ-committed/
Œ2Ɣ1œ https://thenassauguardian.com/famiѴies-receive-temporary-housing-domes-in-spring-city/
Œ2Ɣ2œ https://thenassauguardian.com/Ѵewis-over-Ѷ00-dorian-home-repair-vouchers-issued/
Œ2Ɣ3œ $ribune Media �roup S	� Report 2021
Œ2ƔƓœhttp://www.thebahamasweehѴy.com/pubѴish/community/AdoptōaōCuѴtureōofōReadinessōinō$achѴingōCѴimateōChangeѵѵ9Ѷ0.shtmѴ
Œ2ƔƔœ https://www.nefm.org/doi/fuѴѴ/10.10Ɣѵ/���Mp19129ѵƔ
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Conserve and 
Sustainably Use the
Oceans, Seas and 
Marine Resources
for sustainable 
development
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14 LIFE BELOW
WATER
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The Marine Protected 
Plan

The BahamasĽ �rotected �roject, consisting of TNC, BNT, and 
B!EE
, produced their ľƑƏ by ƑƏ )hite �aperĿ in "eptember 
ƑƏƐѶ, which sought to meet The BahamasĽ ƑƏƑƏ Declaration. 
The BahamasĽ ƑƏƑƏ Declaration was born from The BahamasĽ 
commitment to the Caribbean Challenge Initiative (CCI), 
launched in ƑƏƏѶ. The ƑƏƑƏ declaration outlines The BahamasĽ 
plans to: ľ(i) Exceed the United Nations Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity (CBD) goals by e@ectively conserving at least ƑƏѷ 
of the near-shore marine resources across The Bahamas, by 
ƑƏƑƏĸ (ii) Achieve the ľƑƏ by ƑƏĿ Goal, to have in place fully 
functioning sustainable finance mechanisms that will provide 
long-term and reliable funding, to conserve and sustainably 
manage the marine and coastal resources of The Bahamasĸ (iii) 
�reserve the countryĽs marine and terrestrial environments to 
meet the targets established by the CBD �o)�A for ƑƏƐƏ and 
ƑƏƐƑĸ and (iv) Mobilize e@orts to conserve and sustainably use 

the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable develop-
ment, to meet the UNĽs "ustainable Development Goal ƐƓ ("DG 
ƐƓ) ŋ Life Below )ater, which came into force in �anuary 
ƑƏƐѵ.ĿƑƔƕ

The document was wri�en a[er stakeholder consultations, and 
it suggests important maritime areas that require protection.ƑƔѶ  

The aims of the project are to: 

Design a new set of Marine �rotected Areas (M�As) so 
that The Bahamas has at least ƑƏѷ of its marine habitat 
protected by ƑƏƑƏ.

Increase the e@ective management of �rotected Areas 
(�as) within the M�A Network.

Increase sustainable funding dedicated to �A management.

"trengthen public awareness and support for M�As.ƑƔƖ

Fisheries Conservation in the Wider 
Caribbean Region through FAOśs Western 
Central Atlantic Fisheries Commission

The Bahamas continues to be a partner country to the 

isheries Conservation in the )ider Caribbean !egion 
through 
A�ŝs )estern Central Atlantic 
isheries Commis-
sion ()ECA
C). The Commission serves to encourage the 
management, conservation, and development of marine 
resources. The commission also serves to tackle fishery 
related issues experienced by commission members. There 
are ƒƔ states, and Ɛѵ of them are "ID". The commission 
works to form recommendations which may be considered 
by the countries and NG�s that participate.260

The Bahamas 
Development Bank 

The BDB has honed in on the Blue Economy to support the 
realization of "DG ƐƓ by ƑƏƒƏ. Areas of focus include fisher-
ies, tourism, mining and energy, transport, and environment 
and technology. )hile the BDB functions to grow Bahamian 
businesses and, in turn, the economy, the bank has become 
a partner for the "DGs, ensuring that those businesses 
related to the Blue Economy are striving to make their 
approaches as sustainable as possible. An example of this is 
the Livwell 
isheries project, which aims to support Bahamian
fishers who are engaged in the lobster market. This project 
seeks to diversify the market to reduce waste while main-
taining or increasing profits for the fishers involved.261 In 
ƑƏƑƐ, the BDB added a Blue Economy grant for up to ŪƕƔƏƏ, 
which sought applicants specifically looking to advance 
sustainable development in the Blue Economy in The Bahamas. 
The grant is scored based on its ability to be outcome orient-
ed, innovative, community based, climate smart and knowl-
edge building.262

  
To encourage the exploration and growth of business in the 
Blue Economy, the BDBĽs "trategic Development and Initia-
tives Unit hosted a Blue Economy Think Tank in ƑƏƑƐ. �ver 
ƒƓƏ people registered and there were ƑƏ panellists for the 
event themed ľ
rom "mall Island "tate to Big �cean 
NationĿ.Ƒѵƒ

The Inter-American
Development Bank 

IDB approved the first operation of the modality titled, 
�rogrammatic �olicy- Based Loan (�BL), through a ŪƑƏƏmil-
lion loan to increase the resiliency of the environment, as 
well as M"MEs. The loan supports The BahamasĽ Marine 
�rotected Areas, as well as the private and public sectors.ƑѵƓ

Another loan for ŪƐƓƏmillion was later approved in ƑƏƑƐ, as 
the second part of the �BL.ƑѵƔ

Fisheries Act, 
2020

In December ƑƏƑƏ, the G�B passed the 
isheries Bill, which 
repealed the 
isheries !esources (�urisdiction and Conser-
vation) Act ƐƖƕƕ. The 
isheries Bill was passed in the "enate 
days later, creating the 
isheries Act ƑƏƑƏ. The Minister of 
Agriculture and Marine !esources noted that the new 
legislation would call for new regulations, including (essel 
Monitoring "ystems ((M") on commercial fishing boats, the 
licensing of foreign sport and commercial fishers and their 
vessels, fishing management plans for every fishing asset, 
and resources for the development and management, using 
best practices, of the aquaculture sector. The new Act also 
allows for the creation of a National 
isheries "takeholder 

orum, a 
isheries Advisory Council, and a clear outline of 
the powers of the director and the Minister. The new legisla-
tion enacts the UNņ
A� �ort "tate Measures Act into local 
law and bans foreign involvement in commercial fishing.266 

Biological Resources and Traditional 
�nowledge Act, 2020

The new Biological !esources and Traditional �nowledge 
Act, ƑƏƑƏ,267 functions to ensure that the country benefits in 
a just way from its own natural resources and from organiza-
tions and institutions that conduct research with and on our 
natural resources. The act has catalysed the creation of new 
protocols to ensure that the legislation is being properly 
executed.ƑѵѶ

Œ2Ɣѵœ https://www.nefm.org/doi/fuѴѴ/10.10Ɣѵ/���Mp19129ѵƔ
Œ2Ɣƕœ https://www.bahamastradeinfo.gov.bs/goverment-moving-aggressiveѴy-to-deveѴop-bѴue-economy/
Œ2ƔѶœ�ahamas �rotected, Marine�rotection�Ѵan,https://bahamasprotected.com/wp-content/upѴoads/201Ѷ/02/�ahamas-�rotected-Marine-�rotection-�Ѵan.pdf
Œ2Ɣ9œhttps://www.depp.gov.bs/wp-content/upѴoads/2020/11/FI�A�-20-by-20-)hite-�aperōMarine-�rotection-�ѴanōRev2ƕSept201Ѷ.pdf

Œ2ѵ0œ https://breef.org/inde�.php/resource-Ѵibrary/bahamas-protected-profect/
Œ2ѵ1œ https://sustainabѴedeveѴopment.un.org/partnership/ĵpƷƕѶ2Ɣ
Œ2ѵ2œ https://bahamasdeveѴopmentbanh.com/about-us/Csheries/
Œ2ѵ3œ CѴe:///C:/Users/aѴѴiciaroѴѴe/	ownѴoads/�Ѵue-�conomy-�rant-Retuirements-Form-FiѴѴabѴeѷ20Ő1ő.pdf
Œ2ѵƓœhttps://ewnews.com/use-of-the-bahamas-vast-ocean-resources-bahamas-deveѴopment-banh-Ѵoohs-at-the-potentiaѴ-and-o@ers-grants-for-training
Œ2ѵƔœhttps://www.iadb.org/en/news/bahamas-wiѴѴ-promote-competitiveness-and-environmentaѴ-resiѴiency-idb-support
Œ2ѵѵœ https://www.iadb.org/en/news/bahamas-wiѴѴ-boost-resiѴient-and-incѴusive-growth-idb-support
Œ2ѵƕœ https://ewnews.com/Csheries-biѴѴ-passes-in-parѴiament-unanimousѴy
Œ2ѵѶœ https://depp.gov.bs/wp-content/upѴoads/2021/0Ɣ/�ioѴogicaѴōResourcesōandō$raditionaѴōhnowѴedgeōAct.pdf

ѶƔ 86



5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

SDG 15
PROTECT, RESTORE & PROMOTE 
SUSTAINABLE USE OF 
TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS, 
SUSTAINABLY MANAGE 
FORESTS, COMBAT DESERTIFI-
CATION, & HALT AND REVERSE 
LAND DEGRADATION & HALT 
BIODIVERSITY LOSS 
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15 LIFE ON
LAND

PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS SDG 15

Given that The Bahamas is a coastal nation it is important that 
our e@orts towards conservation and sustainable management 
of biodiversity are made with terrestrial and coastal resource 
targets in mind. Indeed, a recent study predicted that storm-re-
lated damages could be tripled if protective ecosystems such as 
coral reefs and mangrove forests are degraded or lost.269

The Bahamas 
Development Bank 

During the period since the submission of the previous (N!, 
The Bahamas enacted the Environmental �lanning and �rotec-
tion Act of ƑƏƐƖ. This Act established the Department of 
Environmental �lanning and �rotection, a department which 
would focus on prevention of pollution and would regulate 
activities and administer the conservation and sustainable use 
of the environment. "ome of the key objectives of the Act are to 
ensure the establishment of an integrated environmental 

management systemĸ to protect the environment of The Baha-
mas while providing for development in a way that maintains 
ecological integrity and the social and economic welfare of local 
communitiesĸ and  to provide a legal framework for the protec-
tion, enhancement, and conservation of the environment, and 
for the sustainable management, use, development and enjoy-
ment of the environment by the people of The Bahamas, includ-
ing present and future generations. 

�ther regulatory regimes which were also implemented are The 
Ministry of Environment Act ƑƏƐƖ which established the Minis-
try of Environment to oversee the integrity of the environment 
of The Bahamas, to establish an environmental trust fund and to 
make the Minister a corporation sole for the retention of lands. 
�ther laws which have implications for the environment are: 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) !egulations and Exten-
sion Act of ƑƏƑƏ which legally identified the requirement for 
public consultation and the dissemination of information to the 
public regarding development projects.  

�ther undertakings for this goal are the sustainable master plan 
for Andros, which is to be funded by the IDB.   The implementa-
tion of this program will accelerate sustainable development, 
through the following strategies highlighted in the previous 
(N! ŋ i.e. identification of public and private investment oppor-
tunities, policy recommendations, land and sea zoning guide-
lines, and other management actions to guide sustainable devel-
opment of the island.270 )hile the previous report indicated the 
governmentĽs intention to create similar plans for more islands, 
this remains the goal.

The BNT continues to pursue its goals of protecting and restor-
ing marine and terrestrial ecosystems. To build resilience using 
natural solutions to address the adverse e@ects of climate 
change, civil society organizations and The  BNT, 
riends of the 
Environment, local bonefish fishing guides, the Bonefish Tarpon 
ş Trust, are working together to replant mangrove forests on 
both Grand Bahama and Abaco, to address the Hurricane 
Dorian-induced destruction of ƕƓѷ of mangrove cover, on 
Grand Bahama and ƓƏѷ on Abaco. Not only are these 
programmes focused on climate action, but also on renewable 
energy and sustainable food systems.271

Through these  collaborative e@orts the BNT and its partners 
have identified a multi-year initiative  to restore the mangrove 
forests that were severely damaged in Grand Bahama and 
Abaco.272 In fact, following Dorian, it was estimated that there 
were as few as ƑƒƑ square kilometres (ƑƏƐƖ) of healthy pine 
forests, compared to the ƓƏƏ square kilometres documented by 
Global 
orest )atch in ƑƏƐƓ. Ƒƕƒ

)hile there is no readily available information on forest expan-
sion, deforestation, and net change throughout The Bahamas, 
the Ministry of Environment and HousingĽs 
orestry Unit, 
intends to conduct a National 
orest Inventory (N
I) to address 
this issue.ƑƕƓ

CHALLENGES FACED
IMPLEMENTING SDG 15 
PROGRAMMES

The specific challenges for The Bahamas in implementing 
"DG ƐƔ include:


inancial and capacity barriers to development and 
implementation of sustainable action plans.

Economic trade-o@s which result in the importation of 
destructive invasive species and the direct weakening 
of terrestrial ecosystems.

Capacity for ecosystem services valuation and modelling.

Capacity to access funding mechanisms which support 
research on biodiversity and ecosystems.

Development and maintenance of a central data system 
for monitoring and tracking environmental changes. 

Œ2ѵ9œhttps://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portaѴ/pubѴic/gov/government/news/ministerѷ20ferreiraѷ20discussesѷ20theѷ20newѷ20ѴegisѴationѷ20protectingѷ20theѷ20countrysѷ20bioѴogicaѴѷ20resources Œ2ƕ0œ Cafasso, S. Ő2019, September 2Ɠő. A Stanford-Ѵed study suggests ecosystem investments to minimi�e storm damage. Retrieved from https://news.stanford.edu/2019/09/2Ɠ/ensuring-coastaѴ-resiѴience-bahamas/
Œ2ƕ1œ Œ2œ Inter-American 	eveѴopment �anh ŐI	�ő, 201ѵ. SustainabѴe 	eveѴopment Master �Ѵan for Andros IsѴand. http://www.vision20Ɠ0bahamas.org/media/upѴoads/AM�ō�*�CU$I(�ōSUMMAR+ōFI�A�ō(�RSI��ōF��ō201ƕōō1ō.pdf
Œ2ƕ2œ �yewitness �ews. Ő2020, 	ecember 3ő. Moore �ahamas Foundation fuѴCѴs miѴѴion-doѴѴar 	orian reѴief pѴedge. Retrieved from https://ewnews.com/moore-bahamas-foundation-fuѴCѴѴs-miѴѴion-doѴѴar-dorian-reѴief-pѴedge.
Œ2ƕ3œ Maycoch, 	. Ő2021, May ƕő. �ast �rand �ahama Set For Mangrove Restoration �Ѵanting Initiative. Retrieved from http://www.tribune2Ɠ2.com/news/2021/may/0ƕ/east-grand-bahama-set-mangrove-restoration-pѴantin/.
Œ2ƕƓœ �ahamas �ationaѴ $rust. Ő2021ő. ��$ 2020 ŋ Impact Report. Retrieved from: https://bnt.bs/wp-content/upѴoads/2021/0Ɠ/��$2020-Impact-annuaѴ-report.pdf.
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5.0 PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS

Promote peaceful 
and inclusive societies
for sustainable 
development, provide
access to justice for all 
and build effective, 
accountable and 
inclusive institutions 
at all levels

SDG16

Rule of
Law
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16 Peace, Justice AND
Strong Institutions

PROGRESS ON GOALS
& TARGETS SDG 16

The Ministry of National "ecurity has, and continues to use, a 
three-pronged approach to advance safety and security, 
inclusive of investments in human capital, the introduction of 
technologies, contemporary legislation, and increased partner-
ship.

)ith reference to human capital, the Ministry, and the agencies 
under its remit, continue to recruit, as it is essential to strength-
en the agencies to carry out the mandate of safety and security. 
"imultaneously, our personnel engage in professional develop-
ment, as it is pivotal to predict safety and security priorities, 
instead of being reactive. 

Public
Institutions

"trong institutions are necessary for a prosperous country. 
The Bahamas has, in the past, had limited central planning and 
coordination capacity, within Government.  Another area of 

concern is a reported lack of coordination around budgeting for 
initiativesƑƕƔ, and limited planning that occurs at the level of 
individual ministries.  Certain key skill sets, such as engineering 
and technical skills, policy analysis, economics, accountancy, 
and programme management, must be strengthened within the 
�ublic "ervice.  

The limited use of strategic and operating plans and perfor-
mance metrics, and the historic absence of integrated and 
programme-based budgeting, pose operational challenges and 
represent important gaps in reporting to parliament, and 
ultimately the public. 
ormal monitoring systems have not been 
institutionalized, although systems do exist for externally 
funded projects, (using externally generated tools)276.

The existence of the Auditor General and �ublic "ervice 
Commission (�"C), as independent guardians of the integrity of 
key public functions, adds to the capacity of parliament to hold 
the government accountableĸ but the 
reedom of Information 

Act ƑƏƐƑ (
�IA ƑƏƐƑ), while already enacted, has only partially 
entered into force.

A November ƑƏƐѶ assessment of the Bahamian �ublic "ervice 
highlighted that there is much room for improvement. That is, 
using ƒѶ critical areas for which to generate an aggregate score, 
regarding the level of civil service development, the report 
revealed that The Bahamas scored an overall ƐƖ out of ƐƏƏ ŋ 
with issues ranging from the absence of ministerial level strate-
gic plans, the hollow middle between senior and mid-level 
public administrators, a reportedly oversta@ed civil service, 
absence of employment assistance programmes, perceived 
ine@ectiveness of the Ministry of �ublic "ervices, and a host of 
areas for improvement.277

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR
IMPLEMENTING SDG 16

THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSFORMATION & DIGITIZATION

A year a[er the assessment of the Bahamian Civil "ervice, the 
DTD was oLcially launched by the Government of The Bahamas,
in November of ƑƏƐƖ. It is an initiative to transfer and make all 
major government services accessible via online pla�orms, 
thereby creating a more e@ective and seamless process for 
business to be conducted, both locally and internationally. 

unded by a ŪƒƏ million dollar loan by the IDB, the project will 
be completed in phases over the course of six (ѵ) years. The 
projectĽs goal is, ľto foster the competitiveness of The Bahamas 
by reducing the costs of conducting business with the Govern-
mentŝŝ. In e@ect, this will remove and reduce the costs associat-
ed with red tape and delays, a�ract local and international 
business, contribute to the countryĽs GD� through the financial 
service sector, increase the transparency of Government activi-
ties, strengthen the auditing and control mechanisms of the 
government for be�er governance of the country, and improve 
The BahamasĽ ranking on the )orld BankĽs Ease of Doing 
Business !eport. Moreover, the day-to-day operations of the 
government would be less vulnerable and more resilient, to the 
issues that arise with paper trail, such as the mismanagement 
and misplacement of documents, from natural (hurricanes) and 
happenstance disasters (fires).

D$ADĽ" �

�!$" A�� $� A����(�Ĺ
Access to Government services ƑƓ hours per day, ƕ days 
per week, ƔƑ weeks per year, wherever there is internet 
connectivity.

Access to over ƑƏƏ government services electronically.

Access to services through a single window, which reduces 
cost and time in obtaining critical government services.

The ability to access government agencies online, except 
to update e-IDs. 

Immediate and accurate responses.

The ability to hold the government accountable through 
increased transparency, via the freedom of the Information 
Act.

Increased confidence for businesses due to greater 
government transparency and less red tape.

"ecurity of personal data through a robust data protection 
act and cybersecurity measures.

�ower of choice as citizens can opt-out of the electronic 
ID.

Œ2ƕƔœ FA�. Ő2020ő. �ѴobaѴ Forest Assessment ŋ $he �ahamas. Retrieved from http://www.fao.org/3/ca99ƕ3en/ca99ƕ3en.pdf
Œ2ƕѵœ I	�, 201Ɠb. 

Œ2ƕƕœ 	iagnosis of InstitutionaѴ Capacity to ImpѴement Management for ResuѴts Using the �R�	�( �vaѴuation $ooѴ MethodoѴogy Ő��$ő �rogress Report ŐInter-American 	eveѴopment �anh, �uѴy 201Ɠő, pp. 9, 1Ѷ.

ѶƖ ƖƏ



SDG 16SDG 16
Opportunities to learn/improve and execute digital skills.
Reduction in the cost and time of registering businesses.

To date, the DTAD in conjunction with the Passport Office, has 
made the task of renewing a passport more trouble-free, with 
the introduction of E-Passports. Individuals, through the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs Website, are now able to complete and 
send in an online passport renewal application, pay online for 
the renewed passport, and receive an electronic notice of when 
they can physically retrieve the Passport, from the Passport 
Office. The GOB further plans to bring this tech accessible 
approach, not only to government services, but also to the 
Cabinet Office, as an e-Cabinet Management System. The 
e-Cabinet is set to facilitate, streamline, and digitize the various 
operations run by the Cabinet office. It will incorporate the best 
of security features, positively influence the delivery of govern-
ment services, and assist the various ministers, permanent 
secretaries, etc., with mobile accessibility.278

Ministry of Finance 
Interventions

Since July 2018, the Ministry of Finance has prioritized legisla-
tion related to enhancing accountability, intergenerational 
equity, transparency, responsibility, stability, and inclusive 
growth. To ensure that these principles are institutionalized, the 
Ministry has enacted the following pieces of legislation:

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT (FRA), 2018

Fiscal Balance Targets
- Originally, it was to be reduced to 0.5% of gross 

domestic product (GDP) from FY (Fiscal 
Year)2020/21; however, it was delayed until 
FY2024/25 because of exceptional circumstanc-
es—impact of Hurricane Dorian and now COVID-19.

Fiscal Debt Objective
- Long term debt to GDP ratio to be reduced to no 

more than 50% by FY2030/31

New Reporting Requirements
- Annual Fiscal Strategy Report

- Pre-election Economic and Fiscal update

Establishment of Fiscal
Responsibility Council
- Assess and report on government’s compliance with 

fiscal objectives 
 
PUBLIC FINANCE MANAGEMENT ACT (PFM), 2021

Clarity of roles and responsibilities.

Linked annual budget to Fiscal Strategy in the FRA, 
2018.

Strengthened financial management requirements.
Improved accounting, reporting & publication require-
ments for Govt.

Comprehensive sanction provisions—administrative, 
criminal, and institutional; and provisions for recovery of 
losses.

Improved accountability for Ministries, State Owned 
Enterprises (SOEs), and Local Govt.

Distinction between commercial and non-commercial 
government entities, with tailored reporting and publi-
cation requirements.

Clear role for Minister of Finance in reviewing commer-
cial SOE plans, along with Responsible Minister.

Strong policy framework for commercial government 
entities.

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT ACT, 2021

Aligned with best practices for transparency.

Openness in solicitation and award of government 
contracts.

Electronic procurement system

Comprehensive coverage—includes all ministries, 
departments, statutory agencies, and local government 
entities.

New Institutional arrangements

Public Procurement Department | Public Procurement 
Board | Public Procurement Units

Defined processes for bid preparation, publication, 
submissions, and final selection activities.

Establishment of Procurement Review Tribunal, to 
adjudicate disputes and complaints from suppliers/con-
tractors, relating to government contracts.

Preparation of Annual report on activities

Provisions for employees of procuring entities to be 
surcharged for offenses under the Act.

Anti-Corruption
Regime

The following anti-corruption bills proposed in 2017, have not 
yet been enacted:

Anti-Corruption Commission Bill 2017
Ombudsman Bill 2017
Corruption Investigation Bureau Bill 2017

Immigration and Border
Control279

The Government continues to implement its Immigration 
Integrated Management System (IIMS) discussed in the previ-
ous VNR comprising:

Ministry of National Security
Interventions

To strengthen institutions through SDG 16, the Ministry of 
National Security acquired technology (e.g., CCTV, Gunshot 
detection software, etc.) to combat crime. In addition, the 
Ministry oversaw the introduction of a national neighbourhood 
watch council, to promote peaceful and inclusive societies. Two 
years ago, the Ministry identified only 10 groups that were in 
existence for years. In March 2019, the Ministry of National 
Security shared, that the number has grown exponentially, to 80 
groups in New Providence, and that ‘some 15 groups have been 
started in Grand Bahama, and two groups have been formed in 
Abaco’, because of the higher density of these islands’ popula-
tions relative to the other Family Islands, and an in effort to 
increase community engagement and participation. A snapshot 
of the Ministry’s interventions is as follow:

With reference to the introduction of technologies, the Ministry 
has assisted the agencies under its remit, as technologies 
improve effectiveness and efficiency in our efforts to protect a 
nation and its citizens. Some of those technologies include:

Marco’s Alert, which is a platform to provide real-time alerts 
for missing children, to improve their chances of returning to 
their loved ones. The technology will also be used to update the 
public, during states of emergencies such as hurricanes.

Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) installation continues 
and, to date, approximately 221 of 507 cameras have been 
installed, and it increases surveillance capabilities to detect, 
prevent and prosecute offenders.

Dash and Body Cams were introduced in July 2020 and, to 
date, 200 are being used by Police Officers.

The Real-time Crime Centre was launched on the 14th of 
July, and it integrates and centralizes all police technology.

The National Drone Programme will allow all law 
enforcement agencies to work collaboratively and increase 
intelligence gathering.

A Bridge Simulator was commissioned in September 2020, 
for the Defence Force to conduct the ship's evolutions, under 
simulated conditions. It also assesses ship’s company bridge 
resources management and assess bridge equipment 
proficiency.

Radar installations have been ongoing, and to complement the 
installation in Inagua, a second coastal radar installation is 
occurring at the Coral Harbour Base.
 
The National Crime Intelligence Agency Juries and 
Bail Bills is a contemporary legislation, which passed in both 
the upper and lower houses.

With reference to improved partnerships, the Ministry, and the 
agencies under its remit, continue to foster and improve coop-
eration with national, regional and international partners in an 
effort to advance safety. The Ministry is keenly aware that all 
persons within The Bahamas’ borders, have the fundamental 
right to live in a safe society. Therefore, focus has been placed 
on ensuring that some of the most vulnerable in society are 
afforded opportunities for equal participation in society. The 
Ministry’s priorities are reflected in the following: 

The Citizen Security and Justice Programme: This 
Ministry lead initiative, focuses on our youth, inmates, judicial 
sector, and communities. To ensure the successful implementa-
tion and integration of project outputs, the project has been 
extended to August 2022. Our youth are provided with safe 
spaces (community centres), in some of the most vulnerable 
communities, and at these centres, our youth will be trained 

[278] Underwood, J. H. (2018). Building State Capacity in the Caribbean – The State of the Civil Service in The Bahamas. Retrieved from https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Building-State-Capacity-in-the-
Caribbean-The-State-of-the-Civil-Service-in-The-Bahamas.pdf

[279] https://www.opmgb.com/digitization-initiative/
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with technical skills to improve their well-being. In addition, the 
programme, in conjunction with BTVI, seeks to train inmates to 
reduce the prospects of them returning to a life of crime. To 
improve the efficiency of the judicial system, investments have 
been made to digitalize the courts process.  

Victims of human trafficking: The TIPS Unit continues to
improve awareness on human trafficking via billboards, and 
training law enforcement personnel and civic organizations. 
This partnership can assist in thwarting persons from becoming 
victims of human trafficking, and for those who have been 
identified, rehabilitative opportunities are provided.

The Neighbourhood Watch Programme operates with
community partners, local businesses and national security 
officials, all teaming to prevent crime through public interaction 
and education. Youth programmes are also facilitated in 
conjunction with law enforcement to provide mentorship for 
young people.

The Keep Children Safe Programme is being developed
to facilitate dialogue and coordinate efforts to develop a 
comprehensive and integrated platform to prevent, protect and 
defend the nation’s youth, against violence. 

Prime Minister’s 
Delivery Unit

With respect to supporting attempts to shore up the account-
ability and transparency of institutions, the Prime Minister’s 
Delivery Unit (PMDU) achieves this in several key areas of 
national development. That is, the PMDU is a component of an 
IDB-loan agreement (entered into in 2016) and focuses on eight 
priority areas: Education, Safety & Security, Ease of Doing 
Business, Over the Hill Community Development Partnership 
Initiative, Land Reform, Energy Reform, Infrastructure, and 
Modernization. The PMDU’s development of the Prime Minis-
ter’s priorities was informed by the SDG-aligned draft NDP 
(2016). As such, the priorities’ targets align partially/completely, 
with the relevant SDGs. 

Tribune Radio
Limited

Tribune Radio Limited partnered with Crime Stoppers to hold a 
“Jail-a-thon” event at the Marathon Mall, in 2019. Tribune Radio 
Limited provided radio ads, print articles, a live broadcast 
remote, and radio personalities, to be “jailed”. Money was 
donated by listeners to bail radio personalities out of jail. All 
money raised was donated to Crime Stoppers. Crime stoppers is 
a community action programme, that allows persons to call in 
with information that may be helpful, regarding crimes that 
have been committed. The callers remain anonymous, which 
helps to ensure their safety, given the small population size of 
The Bahamas.280

CHALLENGES FACED 
IMPLEMENTING SDG 16 
PROGRAMMES

The specific challenges for The Bahamas relate to:
Strengthening government’s internal decision-making 
processes to better deliver results.

Strengthening the public service’s capacity to execute 
programmes.

Improving transparency and accountability within govern-
ment services.

Using ICT to better deliver services.

Strengthening the integration of government decision 
making with the business community, non-governmental 
organizations, civil society, and academia.
Strengthening of local government, of state-owned enter-
prises, and facilitating the use of business development 
zones and associations, and other innovations, to involve 
more citizens in governance.

Designing effective interventions for youth.

Rehabilitation programmes in the correctional facilities 
and support for those who leave those facilities.

Strengthening the court system through better case 
management.

Supporting the independence of the judiciary.281

The archipelagic nature of The Bahamas makes safety and 
security an extensive mandate because resources must be 
placed on all islands; it is challenging to always have persons 
available to migrate between islands, in a timely manner, and 
monies to ensure that all outposts have adequate support. To 
assist in alleviating the associated challenges, the Ministry of 
National Security continues to facilitate collective initiatives 
between law enforcement agencies, so as to pool human capital 
and resources. In addition, the agency actively seeks to contin-
ue to improve its relationships with its stakeholders, including 
all agencies, civic society, citizens, and international partners.

[280] Symonette, The Honourable Brent. 2017. 2017/2018 Budget Contribution. June 20th 2017. [281] Tribune Media Group SDG Report 2021
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STRENGTHEN THE 
MEANS OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 
& REVITALIZE THE 
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP 
FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
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�artnerships are considered an important cross-cuমng goal and 
e@ective instrument for realizing the "DGs. The issues 
confronting The Bahamas today, which the "DGs aim to tackle, 
are so complex that it requires a multi-disciplinary approach to 
development. )orking in silos will not assist in implementing 
and achieving the goals and targets. Through cooperation, we 
can collaborate with all actors involved at various levels of 
government, as well as local, regional, international, and multi-
lateral partners, for resource mobilization.

"imilarly, given The BahamasĽ high-income status, based on 
GD� per capita, the country does not qualify for concessional 
development finance, which further exacerbates  our vulnerabil-
ities and development challenges. The Caribbean community 
has long advocated for qualifying and quantifying the vulnera-
bilities of small island developing states, through the adoption 
of a Multidimensional (ulnerability Index approach, that factors 
in the physical, economic, social, environmental, and institution-
al characteristics.ƑѶƑ

Additionally, civil society plays an important role, as a source of 
information advocacy, and a means through which the govern-
ment can be held accountable. +et, we recognize that itĽs not 
just about responding to pressure from external stakeholders, 
finding solutions to the "DGs also present a huge opportunity 
for us to work towards development, through an integrated 
approach. �artnerships are crucial for capacity building in devel-
oping countries. Through capacity building, we can position and 
empower individuals and organizations with the knowledge, 
tools, and other resources that they need, to reach their goals.

Challenges Specific to Small Island 
Developing States (SIDs) 

The Bahamas is a "mall Island Developing "tate ("ID), which 
also has the unique structure of an archipelagic nation. This 
status is fundamental to our development progress, and is 
ingrained in our ľ(ision ƑƏƓƏĿ, dra[ National Development 
�lan. Though "IDs make up a small percentage of the worldĽs 
population, the e@ects of environmental, social and economic 
challenges such as, Climate Change and the vast challenges of 

the C�(ID-ƐƖ pandemic, impact these nations significantly.

It is expected that Antigua and Barbuda, Cabo (erde, Cuba, 
Dominican !epublic and the Marshall Islands will present their 
(N! at the ƑƏƑƐ HL�
. Cabo (erde and the Dominican !epub-
lic, would be  presenting their (N!s for the second time, while 
Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba and the Marshall Islands, are 
presenting for the first time. The Bahamas is set to present its 
(N! in ƑƏƑƑ for the second time.

)hile each nation is di@erent, they have come together to 
co-create a common section, to highlight shared challenges and 
vulnerabilities. The "mall Island Developing "tates Accelerated 
Modalities of Action ("AM�A �athway) is recognised as the 
framework that guides the acknowledgement of "IDs, as having 
specific challenges and vulnerabilities.

These vulnerabilities include: increased vulnerability to Climate 
Change, limited economic resources, small size, and depen-
dence on external markets, creating increased vulnerabilities to 
external shocks, high costs of infrastructure, transportation and 
energy.  The Bahamas also supported the dra[ statement 
below, which was presented by the "ID" at the ƑƏƑƐ at HL�
:

We, the six Small Island Developing States (SIDS), who this 
year, presented our VNR (Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, 
Cabo Verde, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Marshall Islands), 
have decided to come together to highlight our common 
vulnerabilities and development challenges, as well as oppor-
tunities, in our respective VNR, through this common section. 
We come from different regions of the world, we are from 
different income groups, we have different national priorities 
and sustainable development paths, specific to our national 
contextsķ nonetheless, we are in line with the 2030 Agenda 
and the SDGs. The Principle of National Ownership is central 
to our common pursuit of sustainable development. As a 
result, each of our VNRs is, of course, country-specific, as are 
the achievements presented therein. However, no ma�er how 
varied this progress has been so far, we all face unique 
structural and exogenous vulnerabilities that are shared by all 
SIDS countries, and that are specific to us. 

17 PARTNERSHIPS FOR
THE GOALS

The Declaration of Accelerated Modalities of Action for SIDs 
SAMOA Pathway, recognizes that SIDS continue to be a 
special case for sustainable development, given their unique 
and common vulnerabilities. Well-documented, common 
development challenges specific to SIDS includeث small land 
massķ small populationsķ geographic isolation, and spatial 
dispersionķ high cost of transport, communications and 
energyķ low-lying areas and extreme vulnerability to climate 
change and natural hazardsķ fragility of island ecosystems and 
high level of endemismķ small resource-based and undiversi-
fied economiesķ remoteness from markets and heavy reliance 
on trade, travel and remi�ancesķ high sensitivity to interna-
tional Yuctuations and limited trading partnersķ  and, lack of 
access to concessional financing. These unique and specific 
challenges are highlighted, for example, in the SAMOA 
Pathway, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the SDGs, the Paris Agree-
ment, as well as the 2018 Organisation for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development (OECD) report, ļMaking Develop-
ment Co-operation Work for Small Island Developing StatesĽ, 
and the 2021 United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (UNDESA) Financing for Sustainable Develop-
ment reportĽ, for example. These complex, exogenous and 
underlying conditions undermine the sustainable develop-
ment gains of SIDS and undermine progress towards the 2030 
Agenda.

The endemic vulnerabilities of SIDS linked to their unique 
characteristics and sensitivity to external shocks and natural 
hazards, for example, have now been amplified by the current 
COVID-19 global pandemic and subsequent economic conse-
quences.

 The structural limitations of SIDS, represent several aggravat-
ing factors and obstacles to recovery. As a 2020 OECD study 
demonstrates, SIDS with higher levels of Gross National 
Income (GNI) per capita, are no longer resilient to the current 
crisis (ļMapping the Economic Consequences of COVID-19 in 
Small Island Developing StatesĽ OECD, 2020). Lessons from 
the 2008 financial and economic crisis, point to a slower 
socio-economic recovery in SIDS, compared to the global level. 
Whatever the level of growth achieved, whatever develop-
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ment gains achieved, the sustainable development pathways 
of SIDS, will always be relatively more volatile and fragile than 
average, due to their unique exogenous factors.

However, the extreme vulnerabilities of Small Developing 
Islands put the leaders of SIDS countries and their determina-
tion, at the forefront, to turn their unique challenges into 
opportunities, to accelerate the transformative sustainable 
development of SIDS.

Despite these vulnerabilities, SIDS are leading by example in 
several areas. As stated in our respective VNRs, our six 
countries have achieved, in their own way and through their 
own route, remarkable results in our progress towards the 
SDGs, despite the parallel crises - health, economic, climate, 
natural-biodiversity and pollution, that we continue to experi-
ence, even in the context of COVID-19.

In the SAMOA Pathway, together with the other SIDS, ļwe 
reaLrm our commitment to taking urgent and concrete steps 
to address the vulnerability of Small Island Developing States, 
including through the sustained implementation of the Barba-
dos Program of Action and the Mauritius Strategy, and under-
score the urgency to find additional solutions to the major 
challenges, faced by small island developing States, in a 
concerted manner, in order to support them in sustaining the 
momentum achieving in the implementation of the SAMOA 
Pathway. With renewed political will and strong leadership, 
we are dedicated to work in meaningful partnership with all 
stakeholders, at all levels.Ľ

Given these perspectives, this joint section reYected in the six 
SIDS VNRs for 2021, is taking stock and summarizing the 
main challenges, vulnerabilities, opportunities, and common 
best practices, reported by those six countries, in accordance 
with the SAMOA Pathway. 

As reYected in our six VNRs for 2021, we, SIDS, are dealing 
with competing priorities in the face of pandemic-induced 
crisis, Climate Change, and other exogenous factors. Parallel 
crises expose our collective vulnerability. Due to the scale and 
complexity of our unique challenges, a wide range of local, 

national, and regional actors from our countries have joined 
forces, to produce significant sustainable development 
outcomes, as highlighted in our different VNRs. 

Despite the disproportionate vulnerabilities we face, we have 
demonstrated global leadership and pioneered innovative 
solutions through partnerships. Strategic partnerships for 
integrated approaches and innovative solutions are more than 
ever needed, to support our leadership in achieving the SDGs. 
COVID-19 amplified the need for unprecedented collabora-
tion to build be�er, greener, and bluer again. With necessity 
being the mother of innovation, the recovery of COVID-19, 
represents a unique opportunity to catalyze transformative 
sustainable development.

From these perspectives, and to echo the 2019 Interim Review 
of the SAMOA Pathway, we call for ļescalation and develop-
ment of genuine and lasting partnerships with all stakeholders 
nationally, regionally and internationallyĽ. SIDS are poles of 
innovation and evidence shows that by turning unique vulner-
abilities into opportunities, strategic partnerships can support 
SIDS to lead innovative solutions and accelerate the transfor-
mative sustainable development of SIDS.

These innovative solutions and transformative paths to 
sustainable development, will need to be fuelled by public and 
private investments that require be�er access to development 
finance, increased investments for economic growth and 
diversification, including in Ocean-based Economies and 
Creative and Cultural Industries, to reduce vulnerability and 
build resilience.

At a time when challenges become increasingly intertwined 
and exacerbated by multiple crises occurring in parallel, the 
multifaceted vulnerabilities common to SIDS, can be turned 
into shared integrated solutions and opportunities. Thus, we 
commit to improve inter-regional and intra-regional coopera-
tion and collaboration among283 us as Small Island Developing 
States, to drive sustainable development at scale, and acceler-
ate the achievements of the SDGs.

KEY INTERVENTIONS FOR 
IMPLEMENTING THE SDG 17

inancial Management, �olicy Coherence and "tatistics
"ince the establishment of a joint agreement with the G�B and 
the IDB in 
ebruary ƑƏƐѵ, for a Ūƒƒmillion Integrated 
inancial 
Management Information "ystem (I
MI") to fund the �ublic 

inancial Managementņ�erformance Monitoring !eform 
programme (�
Mņ�M!), several initiatives were undertaken, 
namely:

Introduction of a National 
Statistical System

"takeholders from the government, private sector, academia, 
and civil society, were engaged for a detailed analysis of current 
(as-is) processes, identification of gaps, benchmarking with 
existing standards and best practices, and design of future 
(to-be) processes to enable a seamless, integrated, e@ective, 
and eLcient National "tatistics "ystem (N""). The implementa-
tion of the N"" will ensure that the government is using quanti-
fiable evidence to select projects, develop human resource 
capacity, and ultimately meet developmental goals. National 
"tatistical !eform is a key step towards the modernization of 
the information infrastructure and improves the governmentĽs 
ability to make evidence-based decisions about the allocation 
and management of financial resources.

Reform of the Public
Financial System

The implementation of the new I
MI" will modernize and 
organize public financial information, under the new Chart of 
Accounts, to provide timely, coordinated, and comprehensive 
data on the fiscal position of the country. The government is in 
the process of transitioning from the modified cash basis of 
accounting that it currently employs, to an accruals-based 
accounting system, in compliance with the International �ublic 
"ector Accounting "tandards (I�"A"). The transition to a full 
I�"A" reporting is anticipated, by the end of the ƑƏƑƑņƑƏƑƒ 
fiscal year. 
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Launch of the Prime Ministerśs Deliv-
ery Unit (PMDU)

In May ƑƏƐѶ, �MDU was launched to strengthen the manage-
ment capacity of the public sector, to monitor priority programs 
more e@ectively. !esultantly, several priority areas were identi-
fied, including Education, "afety and "ecurity, �TH !ejuvena-
tion Land !eformĸ Ease of Doing Businessĸ Energy !eformĸ 
Infrastructureĸ and �ublic "ector Modernisation. 

Œ20ѵœ �asper )ard, 	orianĽs Impacts were AmpѴiCed for )omen, U� Report says, ApriѴ ѵ, 2022, $he �assau �uardian.
Œ20ƕœ $ravis Cartwright-CarroѴ1, )here 	o $hey �oĵ, �ctober, 1ѵ, 2019, $he �assau �uardian. 
Œ20Ѷœ Maycoch 	enise, Ministry Considers �egisѴation $o �rotect $he �ѴderѴy, 1ѵ May 201ѵ, $ribune �ewspaper.

Œ2Ѷ3œ A MuѴtidimensionaѴ (uѴnerabiѴity Inde� for the Caribbean: C	� )orhing �aper �o. 2019/01

Figure 23. "takeholder Consultations on the 
development of the National "tatistical "ystem

Figure 24. Mr. Cedric Collie. �ublic 
inancial Manage-
ment Coordinator addresses "enior 
inancial �Lcers at 
Integrated 
inancial Management Information "ystems 
(I
MI") "trategy )orkshop
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PMDU
Highlights

Adoption of an 
E-tendering System

In 
ebruary ƑƏƐѶ, the G�B launched the e�rocurement and 
"upplier !egistry (e�"!) which facilitates the execution of 
online procurement activities. The e�"! system is web-based 
and user-friendly, thereby allowing for a more eLcient procure-
ment process for users. It also permits easier access to opportu-
nities and contracts o@ered by the Government, as all o@ers will 
be displayed on the e�"! website. !esultantly, entrepreneurs 
and companies can register their businesses through the online 
(endor !egistry. "ince the system launched in ƑƏƐƖ, Ɛ,ѵƑƖ of 
the Ɣ,ƒƒƏ or ƒƏѷ of (AT registered businesses have signed up 
as e�"! suppliers ŋ enabling them to bid on, and secure, 
government contracts, through the online portal, and more than 
ƒƏƏ government opportunities have been posted on the 
portal.ƑѶƓ

KEY LEGISLATIVE 
REFORMS
In 
ebruary ƑƏƑƐ, the following suite of new legislation related 
to modernizing and transforming public finance management, 
procurement and statistical operations were tabled:

�ublic Debt Management Bill, ƑƏƑƐ (anticipated to come 
into e@ect, �uly Ɛst, ƑƏƑƐ)

�ublic 
inance Management Bill, ƑƏƑƐ (anticipated to 
come into e@ect, �uly Ɛst, ƑƏƑƐ)

"tatistics Bill, ƑƏƑƐ (anticipated to come into e@ect, �uly 
Ɛst, ƑƏƑƐ)

�ublic �rocurement Bill, ƑƏƑƏ (anticipated to come into 
e@ect, "eptember Ɛst, ƑƏƑƐ)

The G�B will embark on an education campaign with internal 
and external stakeholders, to ensure that new roles, procedures, 
and responsibilities outlined in each act, are explained.

Partnerships 
through Trade

AC� (African, Caribbean and �acific Countries) Trade Capacity 
Building TradeComm II �rogramme

As part of The BahamasĽ e@orts towards economic diversifica-
tion and supporting the development of new sectors, the 
government recently became a beneficiary of the AC� (African, 
Caribbean and �acific Countries) Trade Capacity Building Trade-
Comm II �rogramme, under the ƐƐth European Development 

und (ED
). The objectives of the AC�-EU Trade Comm II 
�rogramme are, to reduce poverty, improve sustainable 
economic development, and encourage regional integration 
through capacity-building programmes, in AC� countries. The 
programme aims to strengthen trade-related infrastructure by 
partnering with national and regional organizations, to diversify 
the economy through agriculture and the private sector. The 
Technical Assistance Component allows Bahamian companies 
to compete in the European Commission tender process, and 
allows approved services to be procured, directly under the 
!apid !esponse 
acility (!!
), while the Grant Component 
provides direct funding to beneficiaries.

Under the TradeComm II !!
, the EU-approved technical 
assistance for two projects for the BDB, that aim to improve 
food security and food quality, while stimulating local econo-
mies, creating employment, and supporting livelihoods on Long 
Island and New �rovidence.

Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA)

The G�B met with the British High Commission in Nassau, in 
�uly ƑƏƑƏ, to discuss increasing trade between the United 
�ingdom (U�) and The Bahamas, primarily through the domes-
tic ratification of the CA!I
�!UM-U� Economic �artnership 
Agreement (E�A). The CA!I
�!UM-U� E�A was signed in 

Œ2ѶƓœ 	ata as at September 2020 - Ministry of Finance

Figure 25. Carl Bethel, a�orney general and minister of legal a@airsĸ 
"arah Dickson, British high commissionerĸ Elsworth �ohnson, minister of 
financial services, trade ş industry and Immigrationĸ Brickell �inder, 
director of tradeĸ "hane Miller, deputy director of legal a@airsĸ and 
Deborah )atson, director of financial services.
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�D&�A$��N
�re-school avallability has expanded. The Government has recorded an Improvement In Grade ƒ literacy. The ƑƏƐƖ 
Language Arts GLAT results Indicate the M�E exceeded its target or ѵƏѷ of students achleving grades A-D by ƒѷ, 
recording a ѵƒѷ pass rate. The Government also made huge advances in providing a virtual learning pla�orm. 

"A
�$+ ş "��&!�$+
The number of murders and armed robbertes decreased significantly. ƒƏƏ Inmates at D�C" acquired a skill through 
successfully completing courses and programmes o@ered by BT(L Having a skill means that the Inmatesŝ opportunitles 
for employment a[er leaving prison ought to improve, leading to a decrease in the relapse into criminal activity and a 
reduction in crime generally.

�A"� �
 D��N� �&"�N�""
The process of renewing a business licence has Improved substantlally: the number of working days it required has 
decreased from a high of ѵƐ in March ƑƏƑƏ to a low of ѵ in �ctober ƑƏƑƏ.

�(�!Ŋ$��Ŋ����
!evitalization of �ver-the-HIll continues apace: a multi-pronged approach ranging from the restoration of parks to tax 
breaks to the creation of the �ver-the-HIL Entrepreneurial Training �rogramme has resulted in steady progress for the 
soclal, cultural and economic renalssance of this historic area. 

�AND !�
�!�
The Government has created more opportunitles for people to own their own land and bulld their own homes through 
Initlatives such as the provision of ready-to-bulld serviced lots and crown land grants. 

�N�!�+ !�
�!�
Construction of the !agged Island solar micro-grid project was completed. �nce connected, it will provide ƖƏѷ of the 
Islandŝs energy needs. "mall "cale !enewable Generation across The Bahamas continues to Increase at a moderate pace. 

�N
!A"$!&�$&!�
The traLc experlence is set to improve. Government Is to create a TraLc Management Centre In New �rovidence and 
has engaged In contract negotiations for the acquisition of a !oad Maintenance Management system. A number of road 
and bridge repair projects are underway in a number of the 
amily Islands. 

��D�!N�,A$��N
Digitization means time and energy savings, in short greater eLciency. More government services have been ploted and 
will be avallable online as of 
ebruary ƑƏƑƐ, specifically marriage, birth and death certificates, and driversŝ lIcense renew-
als. 

!�Ŋ��N"$!&�$��N
ƑѵƓƔ homeowners in areas designated disaster zones post hurricane Dorlan recelved assistance through the "mall 
Homes !epalr �rogramme. Abaco and Grand Bahama recelved assistance through the "pecial Economic !ecovery ,one 
Act which provides tax breaks and walvers on a multiplicity of Items needed for the reconstruction e@orts in progress.



London in ƑƏƐƖ, by Ellison E. Greenslade,  �M, High Commis-
sioner for the Commonwealth of The Bahamas to the United 
�ingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, on behalf of the 
Government of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas.ƑѶƔ

Civil Society 
Partnerships

During the ƑƏƑƐ Bahamas Business �utlook, �rime Minister, 
The Most Honourable Dr. Hubert Alexander Minnis, referred to 
the Abaco and Grand BahamaĽs recovery post e@orts as, ľone of 
the most ambitious and dynamic public-private partnership 
initiatives in Bahamian historyĿ. NEMA, with responsibility for 
coordinating disaster response, worked with over ƐƏƏ regional 
and international partners. 

Gina �nowles, founder of Head�nowles said, ľI feel like this 
time weĽre working so much smoother with the government and 
proud to say we are bound to get our country togetherĿ.

SDG 17SDG 17
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (SDGTC)
In �anuary ƑƏƐƖ, the Cabinet of the Government of The Bahamas 
approved the establishment of the "ustainable Development 
Goals Technical Commi�ees. The overall purpose of the "DGTC 
Technical Commi�ees is to collaborate in order to e@ectively 
and eLciently: 

Monitor The BahamasĽ progress with implementing the 
"DGs.

Identify and reduce duplication to create and optimize 
synergies across sectors.

�rovide timely, relevant, and specific inputs to inform 
policy development and organizational priorities. 

Encourage the inclusion of women, children, youth, 
migrants, minorities, persons with disabilities, and 
amily 
Island residents. 

Host and coordinate e@orts to promote sustainable devel-
opment in The Bahamas.

The "DGTC comprised the three groups according to the three 
dimensions of "ustainable Development i.e., "ocial Inclusion, 
Economic �rosperity, Environmental "ustainability and included 
representatives from government, civil society, private sector, 
and academia. The commi�ees were chaired by representa-
tives of the "DGU, ��M. The "DGTC dra[ed "DG Informed 
�olicy !ecommendations for C�(IDƐƖ, which were submi�ed 
to The Bahamas Economic !ecovery Commi�ees during the 
consultative phase. 

Figure 2ѳ. Abaco During Hurricane Dorian

Figure 2Ɠ. Gina �nowles, founder of Head�nowles

 National Food Distribution
Taskforce (NFDT)


ollowing the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (C�(ID-ƐƖ), 
The N
DT, multi- stakeholder partnership, led by the private 
sector, government and civil society, was established and more 
than ƕѵ,ƏƏƏ people received assistance. The N
DT stands as an 
unprecedented public-private partnership, with a shared 
commitment to aid the most vulnerable members of our 
community. �une through "eptember ƑƏƑƏ, a combined 
ŪƐѶ.ѶƑm was spent on the programme, with the government 
bearing ѶƔ percent of the cost, and task force NG�s contribut-
ing the remainder, with a total investment in food security of 
ŪƒƏ,ƒƑƏ,ƏƏƏ.  The unique public-private partnership was the 
largest ever publicņprivate social care initiative, in the history of 
The Bahamas, and combined the resources and expertise of the 
government and a network of NG�s around the country, to 
provide food assistance to those most in need. )eekly, more 
than ƐƔƏ,ƏƏƏ people across The Bahamas receive  assistance in 
the form of food parcels or vouchers.

Œ2ѶƔœ Ministry of  FinanciaѴ Services $rade, Industry and Immigration ŋ �ress ReѴease August 10 2020
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CHALLENGES FACED 
IMPLEMENTING SDG 17 
PROGRAMMES 
The key challenges for The Bahamas in implementing 
SDG 17 relate to: 

Access to financing for development and capacity-building. 

�ost implementation evaluation, with a�ention to change 
management process, to ensure ICT readiness, project 
management capability and human resource capacity. 

Continued prudent fiscal management from both the 
revenue and expenditure perspective, to mobilize 
significant resources for development, in the face of 
vulnerability to external shocks. 

The absence of a coordinated framework to e@ectively 
coordinate and seek out international technical cooperation.
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