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Opening Statement

I NDFR2aQ STF2NIA 02 VIGA2Y

sustainable development continue to bear fruit desp,
the triple threat, multiple and multiplier impacts pose
by the Climate Crisis, the COMEDPandemic, and the
ongoing conflict in the Ukraine. Our recoveo date, is
the direct result of our pursuit of unified and stratec
approaches to difficulty and crisis, which are typica
who we are as a people. Put simply, it is what we
GOGKS . Fa2ky o1 & dé¢

Barbados is pursuing nationally developed polanesprogrammes intended to transform all

three pillars of sustainable developmesiociety, economy and environment.

Our social thrust is now encompassed in Erexlaration of Mission Barbadasgned by the

trades unions, private sector umbrella bodasd the government, on May 1, 2023. Its
objective is to ensure that Barbados becomes a sustainable, prosperous, inclusive, and resilient
society. DeclarationMission Barbadosolidified our commitment to the elevation of our
country by 2030, through cobaration with all national stakeholders and the promotion of

Barbados as a champion and exemplar of sustainable development locally and globally.

LG&a AAE WYAaaAizyaQ gAfft 3IdzARS . I NPl R2&a Ay S&
developmentthat delivers value to our people and provides safety nets for the most
vulnerable, whilst setting us on a path to more inclusive and sustainable growth with climate,
health, social and cultural goals. As Prime Minister, | will lead in reimagining tbé trede

state as a market shaper and lever for growth, as we seek to build a fair and inclusive society

where public health and safety are priority; a society in which no one is left behind.

There is no doubt that the climate crisis constitutes a graveldpment challenge requiring
substantial capital for adaptation, mitigation and resilience building. At the level of the
economy, The Bridgetown Initiative, our proposalréform the International Financial

Architecture (IFA) aims to overcome the chafiges of mobilising climate finance for
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vulnerable countries, particularlyn@llIslandDevelopingSates (SIDS)Further, the Barbados

Economic Recovery and Transformation (BERT) Plan and its successor BERT 2.0, a series of

structural reforms aimed at fiscal stabilisation, reduction of debt and promotion of sustainable
growth, are giving new impetus to our economyd ameating greater levels of economic
empowerment. Through this economic reform we will generate domestic resources for

sustainable development activities and fighting the climate crisis.

Conscious that recovery from exogenous shaokist have a signifiod environmental

component and rest on promoting and building a resilient green and blue economy, Barbados
is capitalising on being, not merely a small island developing state, but on maximising our
NBE&az2dz2NOS&a |yR LRGSYGAL f rdgdrd, Barba@dbsthdsEiSo ceafes | v

indigenous responses to counteract some of the devastating effects of climate change.

We recognise the value of the Roofs to R@edgramme (R2RP), a sustainable development
model that aligns to ten of the seventeBngainable Development GoalSG} through the
improvement of the social and environmental conditions of our people, while enhancing our
resilience to the climate crisis. We are using renewable energy to meet both our targets to
protect our natural and blii environments, as well as our target of greater economic

empowerment and intergeneration wealth for a larger number of Barbadians.

It is encouraging that in compiling this Voluntary National Review (VNR), consultations with
public and private sector dtaholders, as well as members of our civil society, together with a
comprehensive review of national SDG implementation and its mainstreaming into our policy,
programming and planning frameworks, revealed that over 90% of our strategies and policies
are irdeed aligned with the SDGs. The national SDG the@reating a Sustainable Future for
Generations to Comkbighlights the importance of our children and youth, but urges adults to

take a moment for introspection and consider the consequences of thegnt@actions.

As Barbados presses forward with our objective of sustainable development by 2030, three
clear imperatives emerge for gave must remain committed to the 2030 agenda; we must

0S 2dz2NJ ONRPUOKSNEQ {1 SSLISNEBZ dzgrihg éhdlghges, warhusty & {
prioritise and accelerate our solutions to national development challenges. We must give to

these imperatives, the urgency of now.

The Honourable Mia Amor Mottley, S.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Barbados

Qx
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Highlights

The 2030Agenda for Sustainable Development is grounded in the integrated, indivisible and
balanced nature of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable

development. The Agenda envisages:

Xl g2NI R Ay 6KAOK S@SNRsiviOshdzststaibbleSy 22 & &
economic growth and decent work for all. A world in which consumption and
production patterns and use of all natural resourcé®m air to land, from
rivers, lakes and aquifers to oceans and gea® sustainable. One in which
demacracy, good governance and the rule of law, as well as an enabling
environment at the national and international levels, are essential for
sustainable development, including sustained and inclusive economic growth,
social development, environmental protestand the eradication of poverty
and hunger. One in which development and the application of technology are
climatesensitive, respect biodiversity and are resilient. One in which humanity
lives in harmony with nature and in which wildlife and otheglispecies are
protected.

¢Transforming Our World, The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Paragraph
9.

The Government and people of Barbados remain fully committed to this vision. Despite the
challenges thatonfront us our advancement in thachievementof the SGss underpinned

by the deliberate implementatiorof national policies, programmes airdtiatives aimedat
fostering inclusive sustainable developmem/e commit to continuing to press forward,
recongising that delivering on the SDGs also means that, as a government we deliver on our
own explicit development agenddhis commitment is reinforced in oDeclaration Mission
Barbadosin thisVNRwe willreport on allseventeen 17) of the SDGshighlighting where we

have made significant progress but also identifying areased of acceleration.

Q)¢
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I NDIFR24Q t NPINB&AaA Ay ! OKASOAYy3a GKS wmt {dzadl

SDG in Focus Progress towarthe Goal

o Barbados is making progress to eradicate extreme poverty andrésiliénce of the

poor and those most vulnerable to multiple shocks and disasters in our societ
social protection systems and measures are adequately structured andgen tai
provide comprehensive assistance to the poor and the vulnerable by
Approximately 55.3% of the populatiovas covered by at least 1 social protecti
beneft in 2021

Barbados isnakingmeaningful progres®wardsachievingood security and megtg

the nutritional needs of our people. Local food production has been enhance
several initiatives are being implemented to ensameadequate and healthy diet fc
all, especially for the poor and people in vulnerable situati®arbados is committe:
to decreasing food imports by 25% by 2025.

g SoniEum The health and wellbeing of citizens is of paramount importance and Barbad:

advanced on many fronts in this regard. Our maternal, infant and child mortality
—4/¢\' are low and outife expectancy is higher than the regional averag2020, the curren
life expectancywas 80 years for females and 79ears for males While non
communicable diseases continue to pose a challenge to the health of our peog
are making concerted efforts to address the risk factors. Accebeaith care is
facilitated by our universal healthcare system and we continue to improve o

health fhancing to further strengthen our health care system.

Barbados has a strong record in providing quality education and we have adva
ensuring equal access to affordable and quality education f@esatiadosachieveda
literacy rate of 99.9% and a gross enrolment rate of 9B.&3d 105.486in primary and
secondary educatiorespectivelyjn 2021 Our ongoing education reform agenda
tailored to increase the number of youth and adults with relevant skills for decent
entrepreneurship and national development. The agenda also allows us to er
learning opportunities for persons with disélak.

Women and girls are provided equal opportunities to fully participate in deci
making across all spheres & .lHowever, we realise that more needs to be done
achieve gender equality and parity, especially in female employment in sl
middle managemerand representation in nationabRiament. In 2020, 20% of seal
were held by women in Parliamemt addition,the female share of employment

senior and middle management positions was 48% in. ¥¢é@re also making progre
in addressing violence against women and girls and in recognizing and valuing
care and domestic work.
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SDG in Focus

Progress towarthe Goal

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

v

We are well on track to achieve universal and equitable access to safe and afft
drinking water and adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all of our ci
As 012020, 99% of the populatidrave received accesssafely managed drinigrwater
services We are also making progress in implementing integrated water rest
management, including the protection and restoration of wagdated ecosystems.

Barbados has attained universal access to modern energy services, and we at
ambitious plan to become the first 100% renewadstergy islandtate in the world
through the implementation of thBarbados National Energy Policy (BNEP)-2039

In 202Q 100% of the population haatcess to electricity and access to clean fuels
cooking

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

The Government of Barbadg&OB)continues to facilitate economic growth ai
productivity through its monetary and fiscal policies. After a decline occasioned
COVIEL9 pandemic, we have seen sustained per capita economic growtt
increased productivityin 2021Gross Domestic Produé DR per capitawasBarbados
Dollars (BDS4,452and tnemployment stoocht 8.4%6 in 2022 The supportive polic
environment has also fostered the creativity and innovation of our people and prc
opportunities for productive employment and decent work, especially targeted &
youth.

Considering the vulnerability of our infrastructure to extreme events and disaste
are making efforts to build resilient infrastructure to sustain our industrialization
progress in upgrading infrastructure and retrofitting industries is notdbiemore
needs to be don® facilitate smalt and mediursd OF £ S S yadceSNd SiNdncing
In 2021, 81.8% of the population had access to the internet anth Ia@bilecellular
penetration was reported.

Barbados is a champion of social, economid political inclusion and he
demonstrated this on the global scene. The policies of the government prc
equality across all spheres and contribute to the empowerment of those most at
being left behind. These policies include fostering highiaimum wages for decer
living and reduction of inequalitielh fact,the human capital index was 0.79, rank
Barbados at number 70 in the warld

Provision of adequate, safe and affordable housing is essential to wellbeing a
Government oBarbados is making investment in this area. Complementary to 1
32 @S NY Y Sy (i Qarbanye@bvaégendngtion apayt ofour comprehensive
PhysicaDevelopmen®lan(PDPR021to enhance inclusive and sustained urbanizat
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SDG in Focus

Progress towarthe Goal

1

RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

Government igacilitating the implementation of policies to assist with the adjustn
of consumption patterns through updated legislative .2dte are making progress

attaining responsible consumption and productiBaoblieprivate partnerships such ¢
the Sustainble Barbados Recycling Centre (SBRC) assist witledihetion ofthe

volume of waste which ends up at landfill sitegategies to make our consumptic
and production patterns sustainable are ongoing and are being aided by |
LIS2 L SQ& | ¢dtonsBolishess of llifgsiles that promote sustain:
development

.FNDIFR2aQ yliAz2ylLft LRftAOASAT adNXG$s
action are robust. We are implementing integrated climate change measures
policy frameworksThe Barbados 2021 Update of the First Nationally Determ
/] 2y iNAROdziA2y 6b5/ 0 2daif AySa G§KS D29@
greenhouse gas emissions &by 20300ur citizens have a high level of awaren
of climate change, and wedntinue to enhance our technical capacity in the arei
climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning syste
order to strengthen our resilience and adaptive capacity to climddéted hazards ani
natural disasters.

14 hlsffuw WATER

Babados is at the forefront of promoting the economic benefit of the sustainable
of marine resources. To this end, we are making progress in preventing and re
marine pollution and promoting responsible fishery practices, including those re
to trade. In 2022, approximately,@0 persons were employed in the fisheries se:
and in 2019, fisheries contributed 0.15% to GDP

The biodiversity of our ecosystem is paramount to our sustainable developmel
Barbados is making progress in promoting sustainable tise tgirestrial ecosystem
We have incorporated integrated ecosystem and biodiversity values in the ne¢
policy framework through th&lational Biodiversity Strategy and Action RMBSAP
2020 With this plan, we are taking actions to preserve the engient and conserve
our biodiversity.

1

PEAGE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

Barbados has strong institutions that promafeeaceful and inclusive society. We he
equal access to justice and have built a culture of accountability in our peopdee\
committed to ending violence anechodernising our justice systemi 2021, the
Homicide rate was 16.72 per 100,000 peogbiditionallyjn 2021, Barbados received
grade of 65 on the corruptigerception indexnaking Barbados the least corrupt in t
CaribbeanBarbados continue® make progress in tackling trafficking of persons
illicit goods, including arms and fillicit financial flows.
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SDG in Focus

Progress towarthe Goal

17 forvieconss

&

Barbados is a global leader in advocating for a revitalised Global partners|
Sustainable Development. Throutdjie Bridgetown InitiativéBI) we have proposed

revolutionary climate finance model which aims to overcome some of the

shortcomings of mobilizing climate finance émate vulnerable countries witbw

ability to raise finance, and dependence on official developmerstaisse (ODA) o
remittances for economic developmemMonetheless, we continue to strengthen ¢
domestic resource mobilization and attract foreign direct investment for sustail
development, including for the SDGs.
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Our esponse to COVID®
On Marchl17", 2020, Barbadosonfrontedthe realities of the global COVID pandemic as

we recorded our first two cases of the virus. Ala§ 12" 2023,more than three years later,
Barbados has recorded 107,794 castswas through the assistance of theeimational
community, regional partners, the Barbadian diaspora, and those resident in the country, that
we were able to reach, and assist some of our most vulnerable on the isle®dnany
countries in theCaribbeanthe COVIEL9 pandemic not only caed a public health emergency
such asve have never experienced befotmjt it alsodecimatedour economy The impact

was particularly felt by micro and small enterprises which are diggétigirectly linked to the
tourism sectorln responding to thehallengethe pandemic posed to our health, economic

and social systemdie GOBprioritized theprotection ofthe most vulnerable isociety

The aim of theGOBhas been to facilitatenacroeconomic stability and to buildsilience to
ensure that we are able to withstand future shocks and challeny&éde, e pandemic had
devastating effectsn our nationour response exemplified the understanding that the only
way to get through the toughest of times igaedefinitive and strategic decisiora)dto be

our brothergkeeper It was througla strong national spitithe support ofregional partners

and the assistance of the international communitiie dzy ¢ GSNAY 3 f 23S

demonstrated by th&arbadian dispora, that wavere able to reach, and asgisbse in need

1 https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/covitd-statisticsfor-aprik29-to-may12-2023/
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Figurel Timeline of COVHDO responsesphases &, 3, Barbados (number of cases).
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Source: Inte’American Development Bank (IADB)

Throughout our COVMD response, an inclusive and consultative approach by engagement with

the social partnership and dialogue with the public of Barbados was adopted.

The inpactof TheCOVIEL9 PandemicOnSDCAttainment

A 2w s oA ~

No doubt, KS LI YRSYAO | FFSOUSR . I NDb | RID®BEBeveddl? I NS A :

projects and initiatives, either ongoing or scheduled for upcoming implementation, were
paused,or delayed asve prioritized our response to th&€OVIEL9 pandemic Our financial
system was alsorestructured,and fundspreviouslyallocated for specific programmes and
projects were redirected tthe health sector to address thanpact of thepandemic.SDG
acceleration will requir@lecisive actionThe GOBplars to achieve thighrough enhanced
policy coherence, strengthenelakeholder relations, both in the public and private sectors
and improvednonitoring and evaluatioltameworks which adequaiemeasure progressnd
facilitate adequate reportingn the Gobal GoalsTheGOBremans committed to fostering an
environment for realizing theSDGsand stimulatingthe necessary fiscal and economic

transformation which are required deliver on the 2030 Agenda

LY H A H N XGassDddRdtidRradid®(GDPWasBDS$9.2billion, representing an 11.6%
decline from 2019 and due to the CO\MIMDimpacts. Forecasts project a slow but gradual

recovery,with pre-pandemic levels set to return fully by 2024. GDP growth is driven largely by
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the tourism sector, particularly in thpst COVIIM ¢p LIS NA 2 R ®-to-GDMhtib Kddd Q
at 35.2% in 2020, above the average for Latin America and the Carifh2e2)i21.9 %).

Between 2019 and 2020, our GDP ratio increased by 1.3 percent (from 33.9 % in 2019 to 35.2

% in 2023 TheBERPprogram aims to decrease the detbtGDP ratio.

{"E

Agriculture 2017 2018 2019R 2020R 2021P
Total 1295 146.4 138.5 139.1 143.6
Sugar Cane 6.9 7.7 4 10.1 6.8
Total NorSugar Agriculture 122.6 138.7 134.5 129 136.9
Food Crops 24 36.5 37.5 38.1 36.8
Livestock 83.8 88.3 90.8 83 92.8
Other Cultivation 0 0 0 0 -
Fishing 14.8 13.9 6.1 7.9 7.3
Manufacturing

Total 510.1 498.3 498.2 456.7 489.9
Sugar 9.1 14 11.8 12.1 13
Food, Beverages & Tobacco 2725 263.4 263.1 243.8 2705
Wood/Wood Products 14.7 13.1 13 12.2 145
Paper Products, Printing & Publishing| 63.9 59.6 57.1 51.1 50.4
Chemicals, Oil & Nedetallic Minerals | 68.3 68.4 73.6 68.5 75.2
Metal Products & Assembled Goods | 49.2 47.7 45.9 43.7 43.4
Other Manufacturing 32.3 32.2 33.6 25.3 22.8
Total Selected Sdindustries 639.6 644.7 636.7 595.8 633.5
Gross Domestic Product at Basic Pric{ 9,963.2 10,194.60 10,648.50 9,343.6 9,687.6

Tablel GDP by suindustry 201%; 2021.
Source: Barbados Statistical Ser(8®S)

2Revenue Statistics in Latin America and the CaribbeancZ®@bados. Available at: www.oecd.org/tax/epticy/revenue

statisticslatin-americaand-caribbeanbarbados.pdf
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Introduction

Barbadians have a strong sense of culture and natideatity, and the building of social

cohesion and social capital has been the priorities of successive governments. Emphasis has
always been placed on sustainable development and in consequence, there is free universal
health careand education for all citizensom primary to tertiary levels, housing programmes

provided by both the public and private sectors and social safety nets for the most vulnerable.
¢tKS AaflryR A& OdaANNByidte aSS{Ay3a 42 aGNBAYIFIAY
is more fairjinclusiverelevant,k YR Y2 RSN} oCLwa0x (GKS 202S0GA
ONRIAK(G FdzidzZNBE F2NJ SOSNE OKAf RPe L,feating LINE LJ2
customised lessons which match studé€nisarning styleswill be more grounded in
technology. The country is aiming to produce citizens who are proud of national values and

traditions but are equipped to compete in global theatres.

Barbados has transformed its economy from a traditional, agrbasad economy at the time

of Independene, to one that is modern and sendgased, with the tourism and banking
sectors contributing around 70% of GDRith a GDP per capita BDS$37,964.20(World

Bank 2022%,our island nation is considered a highome country. Barbados is therefore
largely unable to access concessionary loans or grant capital for climate change adaptation and
mitigation initiatives or for sustainable development programrdésough located within the

hurricane belt and highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change

A fourmonth period in 2021 is indicative of the kind of environmental and climate crises which
jeopardise development gains and stymie planning and execution of programmes. On April 10,

the La Soufriere Volcahim 8. Vincent erupted and continued &rupt for weeks thereafter.

¢KS NBadzZ# G0 o1& I GKAO] FakK LJ dzYS gKAOK & dzN

3 https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e616500032021/related/mpe

brb.pdf

4World Bank Indicators. Ailableat
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61H0500032021/related/mpe

brb.pdf

5 https://bb.usembassy.gov/naturadisasteralert-volcanieashin-barbadosu-s-embassybarbadosand-the-

eastern
caribbean/#:.~:text=Event%3A%20The%20Barbados%20Meteorological%20Services,is%20currently%20affectin
0%20the%20island
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impacts for agriculture, the state of roads and buildings, human health, social activity, and
resultinginthe O f 2 & dzNB 2 iterdaoBal alrgort. ThérRoR dune 17, there was a freak
storm during which théBarbados Meteorological Service (BM&)istered 4700 lightning
strikes in the space of an hduhat was followed three weeks later, by Elsa, a Category 1
Hurricane’ The canbined cost of cleanup, the repair of property and infrastructure resulting
from Hurricane Elsa is currenBpPSb66 million andis expected to rise tBDSp120million as

recovery efforts continue.

Within the last two decades, Barbados has made sigmiffrogress in achieving the SDGs,
including the implementation of numerous policies and initiatives aimed at promoting
resilience, which allows the country to better face shocks and disasters, and enables faster,
more comprehensive responses and recoveBpme of the policies and initiatives on which

0KS O2dzyiNEQa adzadlAylofS RS@GSt2LIVSyd | 3SyR]
O2Yy NROGdzGS (2 . I NDbI| RThmal GoasFiginde dtBNERhe POIKA SOS |
Sector Smart Energy PrajeBarbados Blue Economy Initial Action Plan, Barbados Growth and
Development StrategBERTthe R2RPBarbados National Green Economy and the Barbados
Sustainable Developmepblicies, as well as policies for sustainable agriculture, food security

and wder resources protection, all of which are of critical importance in a country that is water

scarce and is heavily reliant on food imports.

The COVH29 pandemic has had a significant impact on the economy of Barbados. The
O2dzy G NE Qa U 2 deNJ a MajoRsgurcdzsf (eWeBUE fordHé Eouhtiyas severely
affected by the pandemic. The closure of borders and the implementation of travel restrictions
resulted in a significant decline in tourist arrivas a result, many hotels and other tourism
related businesses were forced to close, leading to a loss of 40% of jobs in that sector and

income for many Barbadians.

5 https://barbados.loopnews.com/content/weatheexpertsays2021-freak-thunderstorm-could-reoccur

60709 ~:text=The%20Barbados%20Light%20and%20Power,their%20infrastructure%20%2D%20lines%20and
%20hardware

7 https:// today.caricom.org/2021/07/02/els#s-the-first-hurricaneto-hit-barbadosin-65-yearsreports-of-
damageacrossthe-island/ and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9JYSYcMI5w

8 Estimated some 31%ofPhttps://www.undp.org/barbados/firstimpactdata

SImpact of the COVHPandemic on Barbados: Available at:
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/9880/theémpactof-covid-19-on-the-barbadoseconomy
https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/covid 9-impactcouldleadto-over-4-trillion-in-losses/
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https://barbados.loopnews.com/content/weather-expert-says-2021-freak-thunderstorm-could-reoccur-607091#:~:text=The%20Barbados%20Light%20and%20Power,their%20infrastructure%20%2D%20lines%20and%20hardware
https://today.caricom.org/2021/07/02/elsa-is-the-first-hurricane-to-hit-barbados-in-65-years-reports-of-damage-across-the-island/
https://today.caricom.org/2021/07/02/elsa-is-the-first-hurricane-to-hit-barbados-in-65-years-reports-of-damage-across-the-island/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9JYSYcMl5w
https://www.undp.org/barbados/first-impact-data
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/9880/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-barbados-economy
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In response to the pandemic, tiEOBIMplemented a series of measures aimed at mitigating
the impact on the economy and protecting the most vulnerable in society. These measures
include the introduction of a stimulus package to support businesses and individuals affected
by the pandemic, the implementation of a social safety net to provideosuf vulnerable
households and the provision of financial support to the healthcare system. These initiatives
were financed through various loan facilities amountinB@&$1406 million, which resulted

in an increase of public debt by 11% (BarbadoglDpment Finance Assessment 2022).

A defining feature of SIDS such as Barbados is that they are far from the centres of global
LINE RdzOGA2Y YR RAAGNAOdzOAZ2Y ® { vdun€ustormarst f & A |
whosedistance results in high sugpcosts. The Global shutdowns which were caused by
COVIELY, resulted in supply shortages and high costs for food, fuel and every commodity in
between. These supply side challenges also drove inflationary prices.-Sdeiiortages

and high costs wera NB I (if @8 SEIlF OSNbBFGSR o0& {L5{Q RSTAYA
volumes, great distance and the high costs to reach markets. OBedatinued national

support programmes for the vulnerabldroughthe provision of financial suppadidr food

andessentials to somihousands ofamilies.

Despite the challenges posed by the C@\dpandemic, the Ukraine war and theer
hoveringpall of the climate crisis, Barbados is recovering well. The Central Bank of Barbados
(CBBand the hternationalMonetaryFund (IMF)oth project growth%! of approximately 4%
in 2023. In the following sections of this VNR, there will be a more detailed analysis of

I NPl R2aQ LR2fAOASEAT LINBPINIYYSaAa YR AYAUAIGAD
developmen As we advance in our SDG implementation nationally, Barbados is also actively

advocating for social, environmental and economic justice for other vulnerable SIDS and

100utlook for the Barbados Economy. Available at:
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlooKor-the-barbados
economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to, fBEmpetus%20to%20the%20economy

1 IMF Reaches Staff level Agreement. Available at:
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2023/05/12/pr2315eharbadosimf-reachesstaff-leveltagreement
with-barbadoson-the-

STFIYUYGUSEGIraecKS>nunS02y2Y&2unINBEHNEAGNRY I &E2HAAY IKE 2
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developing countries. The Prime Minister, the Honourable Mia Amor Mottley, S.C. asl.P. w
appointed in 2020 as ethair2 ¥ GKS 22NI R . ly1Qad 5S@St 2LIVSy
Azucena Arbeleche, Minister of Economy and Finance of Urlgaeg/recently, il\pril 2022

the UN Secretareneral, Antonio Gueterres, appointed Prime Minister Mottley tohair

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Advocates Group with the Honourable Justin

Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada.

Overall, Barbados is strongly cortied to promoting sustainable development and following

a low carbon development strategy. Our seetonomic and environmental policies and
initiatives align with many SDGs and are designed to help us reduce our vulnerabilities to social,
economic and enronmental shocks, thereby achieving a more sustainable future, while
always ensuring the provision of support to the most vulnerable members of our society. Our
goal is a resilient economy; an environment which is protected for this and future generations

and a prosperous inclusive society with happy;aiialised citizens.

“Letus seize the moment to move forward, together, to
ensure the fullimplementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development by the end of the Decade of
Actionand Delivery on the Sustainable Development Goals.”

@ Soiilormen GLIALS
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TheDimensions of Sustainable DevelopmearBarbadoontext

The three dimensions of sustainable development: environmental, social and economic, are
embedded in outapproaches to development. On the environmental front, Barbados has
implemented several policies and initiatives to protectratural resources, such as the Blue
Economy Roadmap, which oversees the management, conservation and development of the

Blue Ecoomy.

I NbDFR2aQ a20Alf RAYSyaiazy Aa OKIFNFOGSNRIT SR
(HDI)ranking number 70ut of 191*? countries in the 2021 Human Developth&eportwith
a strong focus on universal education and healtHéafé&neGOBhas also implemented several
programmes to support vulnerable populations suctha$overty Alleviation and Reduction
strategy Asaserviceshasedeconomy, theadurism sector contributes significantly to the GDP.
In 2019 according to the éntral Banlof Barbados (CBRB)7.5% of our GDP was attributed to
the tourism sector. During the COMIBD pandemic, the contribution decreased sharply to as
low as 2.8% in 202ue to restrictions on travel and dampened demaiddwever, the country
has been working tdiversify its economy further and reduce its dependence on this sector
through initiatives such as the Blue Green Economy Scoping Study and Initial Action Plan, which
identifies opportunities and strategies for green growftbverall, we recognize the
interconnectedness of the three dimensions of sustainable development and are working to

balance economic growth with environmental protection and social progress.

Our Social Context

Population dynamics

Barbadogopulation estimated a81, 995isrelativelyaged, with16% of the population over
the age of 65, 66% between 15 and 64 years oldpalyd 6% below the age of % Between
2021 and 2022, our population grew at an annual average rate of BHsP&dos has a fairly
balanced population ahalesandfemales, with a slightly larger female populatiomwst age

groups as seen ifrigure 2°.

12 https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/country-insights#/ranks

B https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/humandevelopmentindex#/indicies/HDI

14 Trading Economics. Availabléhetps://tradingeconomics.com/barbados/indicatendb-data.html?g=health
15 Pgpulation pyramid, Barbados. Available at: https://www.populationpyramid.net/barbados/2021/
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Figure2 Barbados Population Pyramid 2021
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25-29 _ 3.3%
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Rate of Rate of

Year Endof-Year Natural Infant Population

Population | Birth Rate Death Rate | Increase Mortality Growth

('000 persons) | (Per1000 pop.) | (Per 1000 pop.)| (Per 1000 pop.)| (Per 1000 births) | (%)
2010 276.3 12.2 8 4.2 10.1 0.2
2011 276.8 11.8 8.8 3 13.7 0.2
2012 277.7 11.5 8.7 2.8 11 0.1
2013 277.5 10.9 8.2 2.7 7.3 0.2
2014 276.9 10.5 9.3 1.2 10 -0.2
2015 276.3 10.4 9.2 1.2 8 -0.2
2016 275.4 9.2 9.4 -0.2 13.5 -0.3
2017 274.5 9.4 9.6 -0.2 8.9 -0.3
2018 273.5 8.8 9.3 -0.5 9.1 -0.4
2019 272.3 9.5 10.6 -1.1 7.3 -0.4
2020 270.9 8.7 10 -1.3 6.4 -0.5
2021 269.4 8.2 9.2 -2.5 11.3 -0.6

Table2 Population and Demographic Statistics for Barbados-2020

(Compiled from data obtained by the Barbados Statistical Service).
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Barbadodaces a challenge of itseigg population and declinirfgrtility rates® as shown in

Table 2which may affect our economic and social development in the futureGORhas
implemented various policies and prograes to address these challengés additionthe

GOB has establishedthe National PopulationCommissionwhich has posited several
recommendationgncludinglonger periods of maternity leave, establishing rights of fathers to
take paternity leave and offering tax concessions for families with dependent children. Also
included in those recommendatie were measures to encourage repatriation of citizens in
the diaspora through increased job opportunities and increased ease of doing busmitess

the continuity of the Barbados Network Programme which allowsathgee importation of

vehicles and othebelongings by repatriated nationéls

Human Development

Barbados has made notable progresstess

each of tlke HDIlindicators,positioning g

us among the countries with higiDIs

made significant progress in increasit:{s;{.
our HDI value from 064 in 2010 to 08{&
in 2021 Accessd universal health care v
. . P
andeducation up to tertiary level havi e

o

been considered as priority for tli@OBand hascontributed tothe progress being seehife
expectancy at birth has also increased steadily over the past 20 years, with an average increase

of 2.2 years between 2000 and 2020.

16 Trading Economics. Available héps://tradingeconomics.com/barbados/fertilitate-total-births-per-womanwhb-
data.html

17 Draft Recommendations of the National Population Commisgieailable at
https://barbadosdigital.com/news/drafbarbadospopulation-commissioareport-published
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Education

Barbados has achieved Universal Educa
and has seen an increase in enrolment in e },
pre-primary level, fron57% in 2000 to 94%%’
in 2020.At the secondary level, enrolmerl' ‘
has been consistent at 98%, while at th

Ll

tertiary level, it stood at 40% in 2020.

We boast of a wellevelopededucationsystem that emphasizes lifelong learning, critical
thinking and problensolving skills. As a government, our focus areas in education now include
improving the quality of education, increasing access to tertiary education and promoting
Science, Technology, EngineeriAgsand Mathematics§TEM) education to support our
longterm plans of developing a Blue Green Economy. Additionally, the country aims to bridge
the gender gap by encouraging more women to pursue careers AMSiEKS. We also seek

to improve the transition from education to emgment, by enhancing vocational training

programmes and aligning education curricula with the needs of the labour market.

Health

An important feature of our healthcare system is that from 2018, Barbados began upgrading
its system of polyclinics to incressaccess to services and reduce wait times at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital. This system facilitated ##houropening ofsomepolyclinicsWe have
alsomade significant strides in improving our health indicators over the past few years. The
average lg expectancy in Barbados is 79 years, with females havingear 3ead life
expectancy at birth. Maternal health rates have also shown significant improvement, with
100% coverage on births attended by skilled stdfé mortality rate in Barbados is 1p&r

1000 live births, under 5 mortality rate is 13.8 to 1000 live bi@n&out of four children(0-

5 months)in Barbados are exclusively breastf€de adolescent fertility rate (births per 1000

teenagers between the ages of-18) has decreased from 33rb2017 to 26.29n 2020.
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The GOBhas implemented capaciyuilding policies and other interventions through the
World Health Orgamation (WHQto address morbidity and mortality rates in the country, and

our adherence to regional health cooperation agreements has contributeditoprovement

in the health sector. Despite progress in several aspects of our national health profile, we have
seenpersistent rates of obesity in children and adolescants DabetesMellitus.Oneout of

10 children (10%) underyears old i®verweight.There are also challenges with obesity and

the prevalence oNonCommunicable DiseasedGD$in our adult population. It has been
reported that one quarter of all adults in Barbados havdGD) andthese diseases are
invariablyresponsible for 83% of all deaths in the coufftrnAs a result, government has
formulated a National NCD Commission tovfe strategic guidance and oversight for the

prevention and control aion-communicable diseases.

BeKSNBQa b2d wSltteée adzOK /2y aiRSNI (tEibratbiottigvledgg and KS 9 FFS O
Attitudes of Health Professionals o€kmate ChangBlCD Connection in Barbados: Available at:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6982231/#:~:text=One%20quarter%200f%20all%20adults,%2Dcommunica
ble%20disease%20%5B29%5D.
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Our Economic Context

Tourism is the largest income earner Barbados, employing around 30% of the workforce
(Figure 3 ¢KS AYyRddzZGNER A& RNAGSY o0& 2dzNJ Aafl yRQ
cultural heritageWe have been successful at positioning our country @eraium quality

tourism destination, attracting visitors from around the world, particularly from the United
States, the United Kingdom and Canada.

Figure3 Barbados GDP by select industries 2018021.
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(Compiled from data obtained by the Barbados Statistical SEBS&Y)

The COVH29 pandemichowever, has had a sigi#int impact on the tourism industry, with

a sharp decline in international travel and ultimately in visitor arrivals and reasraeen in
Figure 4 An uncertain international economic environment had emerged, leading to volatile
financial markets. Coundts were forced to adopt various restrictive measures, including
closing their borders temporarily to international traeing stay tourist arrivataw a great
decline in passenger arrivals of 7ft&tn 692,658 in 2019 to 195,102 in 2020 dadher to
144,833 in 2021In 2019, Tourism contributed 17.5% to GDP with an estimated contribution
of B[5$1,409.9 million to the econonty. The average contribution from tourism to GDP for
2020 was 6.2% and fell to 2.8% at the end of the year 2021.This reductanvais

contributed severely to an 18% contraction of the economy in2020

19 https://stats.gov.bb/subjects/economitatistics/grosslomestieproduct/gdpby-sub-industry/
20 Barbados exchange rate to the US is approximately 2 to 1
21 https://www.wto.org/english/tratop e/tpr e/g431 e.pdf
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Figure4 Longstay Tourist Arrivals Over a Four Year Period

Barbados Long -Stay Tourist Arrivals

(Monthly)
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Saurce: Central Bank of Barbados

To mitigate the impact of the pandemin 221 thegovernment launched several initiatives

to support the tourism industry, including a travel bubble with select countries and a vaccine
tourism programmeln July 2021, Barbados recorded over 10,000 air passenger arrivals after
months of a slump caused byet COVIEL9 pandemic. ¢cording to theCaribbean
Development BankCDB), the Barbados economy is expectedste continued economic

growth in 2023 due to the continued expansion in tourism and private sector investments,

Ff2y3a 6A0K D@idaggpiiicinSestmedsprogramiie

The GOBhasannounced a plan to transition to 100% renewable energy by. Z@8@chieve
enemy efficiency, theGOBhas been investing in solar and wind power, as wetitlaesr
measures such astrofitting buildings. Thidgs expected tgeneratesavngs in heimportation

costs of fossil fuelsvhile alscadvancing our climate goals.

22 http://Iwww.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlogkr-the-barbados
economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to,further%20impetus%20to%20the%20economy
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The renewable energy drive is align&

with Goal of the SDGavhich aims to&

ensure access to affordable, reliabl
sustainable and modern energy for &
citizens. By transitioning to renewab ®
energy, we are promoting nergy
security, climate resilience an

economic growth. \ i
SolarFarm in Trents, St. Lucy, Barbados

Our Environmental Context

As a SI0QSve are particularly vulnerable to climate change and natural disasters. More
specifically, our island facesveraknvironmental challenges, including rising sea levels, ocean
acidification, and extreme weather events such as hurricanes and tropical storms. These
challenges threaten our infrastructure, coastal ecosystems, and the livelihoods of our people,
particulary those in the tourism and fisheries sectors. During the period 2000 to 2021, over 8,
000 people were affected by disasters and the financial impact was in exd&3S%if0.4

million (SeeFgure 5)

Figureb Disaster Mapping in Barbados (205®021).
2021 Hurricane Elsa 2010 Hurricane Thomas o 2004 Hurricane Ivan
3.3K People Affected 2.5K People Affected 880 People Affected

Most Common Disaster Type

2000- 2021

Aama

EARTHQUAKE

People affected by TOtEIII Damaged Caused by
disasters (2000- 2021) Disasters (2000- 2021)
8.6K USD 5.2M

Source: Adapted from: OCHA Barbados Country Profije2022.

In BarbadosHurricane Elin 2021 affected more than 3, 000 people and caused extensive
damage to infrastructureosting the government ov&DS566 million in repairs thus far and

expecting to rise tBD$$120million. The2021La Soufriere'golcanic eruptioin SintVincent
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and the Grenadinealsonegatively impacted Barbados. Across the island, voleahidall
disrupted day-to-day activities for almostvo weeks and resulted in largeale cleatup
efforts. The Ministry of Finance, Econaniffairs and Investme(MFEAIgstimated thanitial
costof the ash falto the economy aapproximately BS$87.1millior?®with the construction,
wholesale and retail, accommodation, food services and transportation sectors facing the

brunt of the economic falloét.

According taglobal experts, there has been increased tropical cyclone activity in the North
Atlantic region and this can be direc#yated to climate change. AtAR, 59 W, our location
Figure6 Average annual natural hazard occurrence for 1982020 at the southern end of the hurricane
belt makes us susceptible to severe
impacts of these storms during the
annual Hurricane Season (Junegl

November 30). We are not only

susceptible to storms and hurricanes
but also other natural hazards
including earthquakes and droughs

seen inFigure 6°.

B Drought Earthquake Flood Miscallaneous Storm

As a result of our experiencege recogrie the importance of sustainable development. As
such, our national policies and programmes reflect a position of reducing our vulnerability to
risks while promoting economic growth coupled with social and environmental responsibility.
The GOBhas developedmany policies and programmes aimed at promoting sustainable

development and protecting the environment

23 Approximately US 44 million

24 Barbados Economic Recovand Transformation (BERT) Plan, 2022.

25 Climate Knowledge Portal. Available at:
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/barbados/vulnerability#:~:text=Related%20effects%200f%20storms
%?20and,is%20located%200n%20the%20coast.
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Two key policies are

1 The National Sustainable Development Pdaligsoviding a framework for sustainable
development with a focus opromoting economic growth, social inclusion and
environmental sustainabilityand

1 The National Climate Change Patieymed at redudnggreenhouse gas emissions and

increasngresilience to the impacts of climate change.

TheGOBs also implementing swshable land use practicegshich will diversify our economy

to incluce agroforestry and sustainable agriculture, in line with SDG 15 (Life on Land).
Additionally, we are promoting sustainable tourism practices, such as ecotourism and
responsible tourismin line with SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) and SDG 12

(Responsible Consumption and Production).

We remain fully committed to achieving the@ aswe implement our national development

priorities, which are articulated DeclaratiorMission Bebados

DeclaratiorMission Barbados

On 1 May 2023, the Social Partnership comprising government, workers and employers, signed
the Declaration of Mission Barbados which has a visiaollectively transform the country

into a sustainable, prosperousclusive and resilient society by the year 208hile
acknowledging the development challenges of global and national scope that the country is
faced with, chiefly categorized as: an unhealthy planet in crisis; a constantly changing value
system, whichhreatens social cohesion; food and water insecurity; deteriorating physical and
mental health and pockets of social instability; development deficit that has spawned financial
marginalization and worker vulnerability; and inequitable digital access antkstmological
conversion, the Declaration challenges Barbadians to shift mindsets towards engaging as
OAGATSya YR aGlF1SK2ft RSNA Ay O2fflo2NFGAy3Z

To address these challenges and much in alignmentthgttenets of the 2030 Agenda, the

Social Partners agree to implement Mission Barbados by pursing the following objectives:
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I. By 2030, become a clean and beautiful larggan state, championingustainable developmer
locally and globally with the go# of all domestiactivities becoming 100% sustainable by 2035.
II. By 2030, transform Barbados into a country of active, involved citizeBsmri#didians will fee
empowered and engaged in the social, economic, eutural development of the country ¢
confident, creative, compassionate agmtrepreneurial citizens.

Ill. By 2030, ensure that every Barbadian has equitable and reliable accesswatdeand nutritious
food that are affordable.

IV. By 2030, create a society that prioritizes wellneddappiness. Improve publealth and safety
leading to a 50% reduction in new cases ofcammmunicablaliseases and a 50% reduction in crin

V. By 2030, empower and enfranchise all Barbadian workers and famdrestityg opportunities fol

ownershipand wealth creation that enabBarbadians to take better care of themselves and each ¢

and reduce the ratef poverty by 50%.
VI. By 2030, transform Barbados to be a figictioning, resilient society witheamless access |

services and meaningfdigital inclusion for all Barbadians.

The Policy anBinablingEnvironment

Since adopting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable DevelopmentQiBbaS worked diligently

to incorporate the principles of Sustainable Development and the 17 SDGs into its national
policies and programmes. These inclpdécies at the national level, sectgpecific policies,
crosssectoral programmes and sectgpecific initiatives which benefit the national
community. This indicates a robust policy and enabling environment which is key in advancing
progress under thé&lobal Goals. Here, we highlight some of our keystone national policies

which articulate our efforts totegrate the SDGs into national development objectives.

The Roof to Reefs pragmme (RRP and the Barbados Economic and Recovery
Transformation Plan (BERAFg two stellar initiatives that are currently being implemented by

the GOBto assist with the achievement of the SDGs. Many of these initiatives cannot be
positioned neatly under one SDG and have eca#iing elements related to the areas of
climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction, advancing economic prosperity as we
financing the SDG¥/e havetaken deliberate steps to effectively integrate economic, social,
and environmental issues across several initiatives in pursuit of more sustainable development

outcomes and within the context of leaving no one behintiendevelopment space.

25



Barbadogd/oluntary National Review 2023

SDGs

Policies, Plans Initiatives, Programmes and Projects

SDG 1: No Poverty 1. Barbados Social Protection System
2. Barbados Social Protection Policy, Strategy and Implementatio
for a Rationalised National Social Protection System (BARSPII
o o ® [ ] C2024
M?-w 3. Barbados COWD® Response and COVID Related Budget Supy
" 4. The Adopt Our Families Programme
5. ETraining Programen on Social Protection and Quantitat
Techniques to support the Implementation of CODI (Core Diag
Instrumentsg related to Social Protection) in Barbados
SDG 2: Zero Hunger 6. The Barbados One Million Trees Food Security and Mitig
Initiative
7. St. Barnabas Accord
8. The Barbados/ Guyana Food Terminal (Logistics Food Hub)
9. CARE (Community Agricultural Response and Empowerment) |
10. Farmers Empowerment and Enfranchisement Drive (FEED)
11. HOPE Agricultural Training Project
12. Increasing Access to Clim&mart Agriculture

SDG 3: Good Health ai
Well Being

4

15.
16.
17.

. National Strategic Plan for Health 2@127022
. National Strategic Plan for the Prevention and Control of-

Communicable Diseases 2020025

New Health Financing Model

State of the Art Facility f@chool Meals Programme

Barbados National Action Plan on Combating Antimicr
Resistance 2012022

Goal 4: Quality Educatiof

|

18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

Education Reform Agenda: Reimaging Education

National Transformation Initiative

HMald / SyddzZNE 9 RdzOI G 2iNEton | dzo X
/| 2RS /I NRO6OSIYY tNRBY2GAY3I {¢
Initiative

Introduction of Coding in Nursery. Primary, Special and Secg
{OK22ftax YSe G2 .dzZAf RAYy3 | dzv

Goal 5: Gender Equality

23.
24.
25.
26.

National Committee of Gendéased Yblence

Project On GendeBased Workplace Violence

Gender Based Violence (GBV) Referral Pathways

Online Initiative to Enhance Career Opportunities with an Emp
on Women Participation

Goal 6: Clean Water ar

Sanitation

<

27.
28.
29.

30.
31.

Green Paper on 2020 Water Rrction and Land Use Zoning Poli
National Water Reuse Policy

Water Sector Resilience Nexus for Sustainability in Barbados
SBarbados)

Roofs to Reef Programme (R2RPJater Component
Modernization of Water Supply Infrastructure and Wastew
Treatment Equipment Project
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SDGs

Policies, Plans Initiatives, Programmes and Projects

32.
33.

South Coast Water Reclaim and Water Reduce Project
National Erosion Control and Aquifer Recharge Programme on
Plantation Lands

Goal 7: Affordable an
Clean Energy

34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.

Barbados Energy Policy 2612030

Public Sector Smanergy Programme (PSSEP)
Sustainable Energy Investment Programme (Phase Il)/ Energy
Fund Il

Residential Energy Efficiency Programme (REEF)
Barbados Energy Local Content Project

Home Ownership Providing Energy (HOPE) Project

Goal 8: Decent Work an
Economic Growth

o

40.
41.
42.
43.

44,

Barbados Economic Recovery and Transformation (BERT) Pla
Fiscal Year 2022/Z3iscal Year 2026/27

Disaster Risk Financing Initiatives

Financial Resilience in the Central Bank of Barbados

Financial Resilience of the Insurancet@eand Stres3esting of
Insurance Corporations to Climate Change Effects
wkEiGAFAOFGARZY 2F GKS LYGSNYI (G
and Harassment Convention

Goal 9: Industry| 45, Strategic Platform to Promoté&ustainable Energy Technoldg
Innovation and Innovation, Industrial Development and Entrepreneurship
Infrastructure Barbados
46.BLOOM;/ I NA6o6SlyQa CANRG /tSFyd
47. Barbados Port Community System (PCS) Project
48. Barbados Building Standards Authority
Goal 10: Reduced 49. The Charter of Barbados

Inequalities
-~
d=")

.

50.

51.

The Spirit of Speightstown: From Inequality and Vulnerabilit
Prosperity for All and the Bridgetown Covenant
Recreational and Rehabilitative Facility for Persons with Disabi

Goal 11: Sustainable
Cities and Gomunities

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

58.
59.
60.

The 2021 Physical Development Plan Amendment

R2RP Shelter Component

Housing AssessmeqQDperation Seek and Secure Project
National Fruit Orchard

Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan

Policy, Regulatory Framework and Technical GuidelineSolar
Waste Management Facilities

Gully Ecosystem and Restoration Project

Wasteto-Energy Assessment

Waste Management Moving Waste Collection from Manual
Efficient and Safer Mechanical Operation

Goal 12: Responsible
Consumption and

Production

61.
62.

Barbalos Port Development Infrastructure WasteEnergy Projec
Production of Bio Energy (Bjas and Hydrogen) to enhance Natd
Gas Supply Resilience
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SDGs

Policies, Plans Initiatives, Programmes and Projects

O

63.

64.
65.

National Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Eme
Response Plan

Pesticide Container Managent Scheme

Implementing Sustainable Low and Nomemical Development
Small Island Developing Stafkestands)Project

Goal 13: Climate Action

3

66.

67.

68.

69.
70.

2nd National Communication to the United Nations Framey
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC®garbados Nationg
Determined Contributions
The Barbados Comprehensive Disaster Management (CDM) C
Work Programme (CWP) 2042023

Regional Logistics Hub to Strengthen Emergency Preparedne
Response

Green Climate Finance Bank

R2RP

Goal 141iife Below Watel

e
S

®

71.
72.
73.

74. .
75.
76.
77.

78.
79.

Blue Economy (BE) Roadmap

Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Plan

Ratification of the Protocol Concerning Pollution from tBaskd
Sources and Activities

I Nb I R2&a . f dzS
into Ocea Conservation

The Barbados National Coastal Risk Information and Pla
Platform

R2RR, Ecosystems Component

New Fisheries Regulations

CORUVI (Climate and Ocean Risk Vulnerability Index) for Barba
Coral Replanting Initiative

. 2YR tNR2SO0 7

Goal 15: Life on Land

T
——
——

80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.

Ecosystems Based Adaptation and Nature Based Solutions
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2020

Renovation of the National Botanical Gardens

The Clean and Green Initiatidational Beautification Project
Soil Care Project

Community Empowermén & Environmental Project ¢

Environmental Action and Community Empowerment

Goal 16: Peace, Justi
and Strong Institutions

L
‘-
-

»,

86.
87.

Modernization of the Public Sector
Digital Transformation of the Public Sector

Goal 17: Partnerships fc
the Goals

&

88.

89.

The Bridgetown Initiative for Climate Financing and Sustain
Development
¢tKS LaCQa wSaAataAaASyOS | yR {dz
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Our commitment to achieving the SDGs is also highlighted by our efforts to monitor and track
progress at a national level. The Rapieédrdated Assessment (RIA) and the National SDG
Report, both completed in April 2023, point to substantial progress in the attainment of all 17
SDGs. The findings of the RIA, which mapped SDG targets against more than 25 policy
documentsreporta 926percert SDG target alignmergde Tablé).

Alignment
SDG Full % Partial | % None | % Full & | Total
Partial %
NP 3 |5 |1 |25 [0 [0 |4 100
2. Zero Hunger 3 60 2 40 0 0 5 100
3: Good Health and Well 3 38 3 38 2 25 6 75
being
7 100 | O 0 0 0 7 100
5: Gender Equality 3 60 1 20 1 20 4 80
6: Clean Water and 2 33 3 50 1 17 5 83
Sanitation
7: Affordable and Clean 3 100 | O 0 0 0 3 100
Energy
9: Industry, Innovation and 0 0 4 80 1 20 4 80
Infrastructure
10: Reduced Inequality 3 60 2 40 0 0 5 100
11: Sustainable Cities and 6 86 1 14 0 0 7 100
Communities
12: Responsible 5 63 3 38 0 0 8 100
Consumption and
Production
13: Climate Action 3 100 | O 0 0 0 3 100
14: Life Below Water 5 71 2 29 0 0 7 100
15: Life on Land 5 63 3 38 0 0 8 100
16: Peace and Justice Strong | 2 22 5 56 2 22 7 78
Institutions
17: Partnerships for the Goals| 3 27 6 55 2 18 9 82
All SDGs 60 54 42 38 9 8 102 92
Table3{ 5D GFNBSG FfAIYyYSyd O6LINIAFE FyR G2GFf0 FNBY .}

Source: Adapted from the RIA Report, 2023.
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| ND Ipriegtess@s captured in the Sustainable Development Report 2022, ranks us at #73
out of 163 countries, with a score of 70.3, well above the regional average {Figou®?7).
The ®Bremains steadfast in involving our citizens in the process of national paldes
programmes formulationThis inclusive, mul8ectoral androbust policy framework and
enabling environment will ensure our continued success in advancing progress towards the

Gobal Goals

Figure7. | NB I R23aQ 2@SNI ff {5D LISNF2NXIYyOSZI HAHH®

AVERAGE PERFORMANCE BY SDG

DG

SDG
7 @

OVERALL PERFORMANCE

COUNTRY RANKING COUNTRY SCORE :

BARBADOS | i
e 3 7

I163 S]D; DG
REGIONAL AVERAGE: 69.5 6
L. 7
SDG DASHBOARDS AND TRENDS o5 8

(Source: Sustainable Development Report, 2022; From Crisis to Sustainable Development: the SDGs as Roadmap to 2030 and
Beyond).

Engagement with the SDGs
CKS tNAYS aAyAaidSNDRa hF¥FAOS 6 tdaveappeogich tol ND | R
measuring progress towards the achievement of the SDGs. In consultation with key technical
personnel from each Ministry, the 17 SDGs have been carefully mapped aad atig
Ministries, with several SDGs falling under the remit of two or more Ministries. Furthermore,
the AMO in collaboration with all state Ministries have adopted core SDG Indicators for
reporting in a concerted effort to enhance our data collection analysis systems as we

monitor our progress on the SDGs.

Yet, the GOBremainsmindful of the challenges that hinder adequate data collection for

measuring our progress in achieving Gebal GoalsRecognising these challengdw GOB
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remains committedto refining and improving data collection mechanisansl statistical

ecosystem in general

VNR Methodology and Process

LY FYyGAOALN GA2y 2 7 the GDBuhdR®®ak Qeveial K8y attions.+\Videw
recognized that muksectoral cooperation is regqed to advance th&DG and inApril 2021,

an SDG Working Group was commissioned. This Working Group is tasked with the
responsibility to localize the SDGs, and develop and refine methods foagetery

collaboration, SDG monitoring and reporting systems.

The Working Group commissioned tRB study in 202, which measured the alignment of

our national policies and other supporting documents to the SDGs. The RIA Report
coordinatedby the United NationSystem Team for Barbadegas completed in April 2023.
Additionally,through the supporof t KS ! yAGSR bl GdA2ya wSaAiARSyl
Barbados and the Eastern CaribbemiNational SDG Report was commissioned in late 2022
and this report detailed our progress on all 17 SB@#ding on the findings of &RIA and
National SDG Repothe GOBreceived technical assistance in April 2023 from the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in the conduct of theriisi .
component of the VNR process was the stakeholder consultations held with members of our
public and private sectors as well as civil society organizations. These engagements enriched
the process and have informed our VNR repdré fimeline of VNR activities is highlighted in
Figures.

26 Barbados made itsrét VNR presentation to the UN Hitgvel Political Forum in July 2020. Since this
presentation was in the midst of the COVIB pandemic, Barbados virtually presented a Ministerial
statement.
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Figure8 Timeline of VNR activities in Barbados.

Stakeholder

RIA Mapping RIA & National SDQ Qonsultations
commenced Jan Reports completed (Virtually and In

National SDG
SDG Working Group Mapping

VNR Report June

2023

April 2021 commenced Sept 2023 April 2023 Person)

2022
May 2023

Stakeholder engagement

''YRSNI GKS f $1alS NIKKIORIPRID GBS Aa aSO02y R NRdzyR
{5Da®d [/ 2yadzZ GFra2ya FT2N) G§KS LINBLI Nroa2y 2F (K
LISNBEYFSNR Y T2 08 MK MBS HE DY A Y NBE &0l 1 SK2t RSNJ Sy 3
2

A

YRdzOGSR @ AGK 2dzNJ OAbZeril 2 GRSNYAYSSiyRl | LOIDONGLINEES NBA aAl
SO0t SaAl a2 0Kt 2NHIFYAAla2yaz NBIlcontiitiond vy a o 0 dz
GSNBE RSOSE2LISR I NRPdzyR (GKS pt Qay tSRLYISI2yEL Y
O2yadzZ GFea2y 2y (KSH{nGEYy I AS KSIE RD KA WPz S2 ¥ L
0KS g£KBa® O2yadzZ Ge2ya KStLSR G2V
1 Foster ownership othe SDGs in Barbadas raise awareness of the SDGs and
a0l 1SK2f RSNEQ NRf Sa Ay | OKerbiguasiigntin &S Y I a
SDGsThe sessions also allowed stakeholders to review the VNR.report
1 Identify and gather datgg Utilize engagement sessions to collect quantitative and
qualitative data on thactivities of stakeholders contributing to the achievement of the
SDGgsand
1 Create opportunities for collaboratianProvide groups involved in implementing the
SDGs the chae to share challenges and solutions, while identifying policy and

implementation gaps.

32



Barbadogd/oluntary National Review 2023

Stakeholder
Consultations
(virtual) with
stakeholders under
IKS Wt S22l
held on May 17,
2023.

Marsha

Stakeholder
Consultations
(virtual) with
stakeholdersinder
iKS Wt NP
WiKSYS K
May 18, 2023.
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Stakeholder
Consultations
(virtual) with
stakeholders under
iKS Wt St
t I NIy SN&
WLI | ySGQ
held on May 19,
2023.

Lioyd Erskine Sandiford

National
Stakeholder
Consultation$
June 2023.




Barbadogd/oluntary National Review 2023

35



SUSTAINABLE
l\][l DEVELOPMENT
BARBADOS G!m’ALS

Voluntary National Review 2023

PEeop

END POVERTY AND HUNGER, AND ENSURE DIGNITY AND
EQUALITY IN A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
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POVERTY SDG 1: No poverty

WoyR LIR2GSNIE Ay Ftf AdGa T2

%

Extreme Building resilience of Social Mobilization
poverty the poor & vulnerable protection of resources

Equal access to educatior | Vulnerability to Access for all to
health, food, water & climaterelated social services and
sanitation extreme events economic resources

Overviewof SDG 1

' G GKS 02 NBevelopment modbl is R @egdptommitment to social cohesion which
is predicated on tackling thesystemic challenges impacting economand social
enfranchisementOur policies and programmes are deliberately designed to foster poverty
eradication, reduce inequality and gbect vulnerable communitiesDespite the fiscal
constraints brought on by theGQ¥ID 19 pandemic, the OBdeliberately chose to spend
approximatelyBDS577 million shielding Barbadian families from the impact of the pandemic
and climate change. This includ@dS$31 million for the Welfare Department and o\BIDS

$20 million to support vulnerable households. This was buttressed by the expansion and
introduction of new NIS benefits where government supported the scheme to pay out more

than BDSF150 millionin unemployment benefits.

The ®Brespondedo the effects of COVHDO with a range of measureacluding:

1 aHousehold Survival Programme for 1,500 households who had no income due to
COVID. ThisEs$20 million programme provided up tdB$600 per month for six
months and was extended once they RA @A Rdzl f Q& OANDdataidl yOS
remained the same;

1 a40 per cent increase in all social assistance rates and fees paidytalrcost of BS
$10 million Over 18,000 Bhadians applied for assistance;

 eYLX 28 SNEQ & 2 OAibnks welleSISatzbdifall 2 moatias yoii thaketkeking

at least 2/3 of their employees
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§ aBDS$20 million Small Business Wage Fund was also seRup O2 Y G NA 6 dzi S {2
wages;

1 unemployment benefits were extended to the seffiployed, paying BS$1,500 for
the months of April and May 2020;

1 the Shelter for Abused Women being defined as an essential service allowing persons
in abusive relationships to access the services of the Shelter;

1 accessiblenedical services were provided to the homeless with the assistof the
Ministry of Health and Wellneg8IHW)

1 mental health support services were provided to the vulnerable populations through
the national hotline by a support team arashd

1 the Barbados Family Planning Association was allowed to remain opeessg il
service. The organisation used curb side pickup for contraceptives as well as
telemedicine for persons who wanted information on sexual and reproductive health.

It allowed its clients to access services via social media such as WhatsApp

Post recovery, theGOBcontinues to focus on the most vulnerable in the society. At the policy
level, this focus is clearly articulated in the Barbados Social Protection Policy, Strategy, and
Implementation Plan (BARSPIP) 2@8R4. The BRPalso highlights ounolistic approach to
supporting the vulnerabléNhile public financing varies across sectoeslucation, social
protection, and social servicespublic expenditure as a percentage of GDP is higher in
Barbados for three out of four areas than the aveageher regional countries. For example,
coverage of essential health services in Barbados is the highest@dribbean Community
(CARICOMstates and the second highest in the Caribbean, behind onlyC8baFgure 9

below.

27\World Health Organizatiomt ! | /  { SNIA OS /| @Y NPwvAISblelaty RSE 6{ 5D
https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadatareqistry/imr-
details/4834#:~:text=Rationale%3A, medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D
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Figure9 public expenditure across several sectors
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Barbados, like other Caribbean countriess embarked on the reform of its social protection
programmes to build a universal, shock responsive, social protection system that is inclusive.
The World Social Protection Report 202@022 identifies the effective social protection
coverage (includop SDG indicators 1.3.1 and 3.8.1), (percentage of the relevant population

group) for Barbados as follows:

SDG Indicato Persons Unemployed Older Workers Vulnerable Labour

131 ¢ with severe Persons in case of persons force
Population disabilities work covered by covered
covered by at injury social by
least one socia assistance pension
protection scheme
benefit
(excluding
health)
Barbados 55.3 45.7 88.0 63.5 65 9.6 73.6
The 49.1 51.0 26.9 89.6 67.4 21 67.4
Bahamas
Dominica 46.8 9.7 0 60.3 68.3 28.2 70.6
Jamaica 30.8 31.1 0 40.3 N/A 14.3 31.6
Trinidad & 55.2 68.1 0 91.1 67.8 24.8 67.8
Tobago
High Income 85.4 85.6 52.2 97.5 81.2 62.8 89.8
Countries
(World)

Table4 Showing the Percentage of People Protected by Social Protection Systems
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In 2020, theUnited Nations Development ProgramiféNDRP estimated that2.5% of the
population of Barbados (or 7,000 people) is multidimensionally, pbde an additional 0.5%

is classified as vulnerable to multidimensional poverty (1,000 people in 2020). Recognizing the
complexity of multidimensiongloverty, the GOBIs applying a mulpronged approach to
addressing the systemic and structural challengeswperpetuate poverty. One of tiieh . Q a
Mission Objectives focuses specifically on empowering and enfranchising Barbadian workers
and families through the creation of opportunities for ownership and wealth creation, allowing
for the reduction in the ratef poverty by 50% by 20300 this end, our focus remains resolute

on bolstering economic growth, creating jobs, improving livelihoods, reducing vulnerabilities
to climate change and ensuring that no one is left behind. Thisewidiflected in our policy

mix. SeeFigurel0below.

Figurel0D 2 @S Ny Y S yPioagad Appiztadfid\Addressing The Systemic And Structural Challenges Which
Perpetuate Poverty.

Accessto
affordable good
quality housing

Building Freetrainingto
resilience in buildskilsfor
households new jobs

Poverty

Eradication

Supoporting
decent work
the;..“ﬂfireu:t:d and susstainable
socialsec
system employment

Targettingthe
mostvulnerable
housholds

Institutionally, the Government is currently engaged in the strengthening of its Social
Protection System which falls under the Ministry of People Empowerment and Elder Affairs
(MPEA). The institutional strengthening of the social protection system ¢ designed to

protect the poorest and most vulnerable from adverse socioeconomic shocks and risks and is
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being undertaken within the context of the implementation of the BERframme2022:

Fiscal Yedt022/23Fiscal Year 2026/27.

TheGOB f a2 f I dzyOKSR AY HAHHXZ GKS hyS ClFYAte& LJ
hyS wSIFOK hySé¢ gKAOK Aad AYyUSYyRSR (42 ONBIFGS |
most vulnerable. The programme will seek to address the psychosocial, finana#hend

needs of participants through a wholegaivernmentapproach and the deployment of a range

of services intended to provide families with the necessary tools and opportunities to enable
personal development which can foster social inclusion, impewdyf relationships in an

effort to foster improved social community spirit, and strengthen community and family

relations through holistic service delivery.

{YyIFILAaK2G 2F . IFNDBlFR2&Q LINE:
Poverty headcount ratio at 1.96ay (%) (2022) 2.7
Poverty headcount ratio at 3.20/day (%) (2022) 7.1

Population covered by at leashe social protection benefit (excludir| 55.32
health) 2021)
Persons with severe disabilities covered by social protection syster 45.7

Unemployedcovered by social protection systems (%) 88.0

Workers in case of work injury covered by social protection systern| 65

Vulnerable persons covered by social assistance (%) 9.6

Workingage population covered by pension scheme (ad 48.2°
contributors)(%)

28 Compiled from the ILO Social Protection Report, 2022 and the SDG Annual Report, 2022.

29Compiled from the ILO Social Protection Report, 2022 and the SDG Annual Report, 2022.
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Policies

Barbados Social Protection Policy, Strategy and Implementation Plan for a Rationalised National
Social Protection System (BARSPIP) 22024

TheBARSPIE021¢ H n H rdapts &iights

based approach, which seeks to ensure t

the most vulnerable citizens receive t
necessary services to break cycles
poverty across generations and ultimate
NI yaT2NY Rufh8ihdid, the
Plan facilitates a responsive framaw;
which will facilitate the improvement an
expansion of existing social protectic
policies thereby ensuring that social

protectionsystems are adequate and efficient

BARSPIP is guided by 7 principles which include:
1 universality

1 communityparticipation

1 gender responsiveness

1 sustainability

91 arightsbased approach

1 multi-dimensional poverty reductigmand

1

an integrated approach.
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The four strategic objectives of BARSPIP and the associated seven outputs are $ablen in
5.

Strategic Objective 1: Output
Robust Social Protection System Rationalisation of Social Protection System
Output 2

Operationalisation of a Monitoring ar

Evaluation System for Social Protection

Strategic Objective:2 Output 3:

Income Security for Households Operationalisation of a Household Mitigati
Unit

Strategic Objective 3: Output 4:

Income Security for Persons in Active Age Ensuring of a Minimum Income
Output 5:
Development of a Retooling and Empoweri

Retraining and Enfranchising (ReR@&gramme

Output 6:

Increased Access to Tertiary Education
Strategic Objective 4: Output 7:
Income Security for Older Persons Increased Pensions

Tableb Strategic Objectives and Outputs of BARSPIR 2024.

One of the most important outputs of the BARSPIP with respect to access to services by the
population is the establishment of a single new entity through which social services will be
accessed. This output was identified as critical to ensuring that pogiattion access is
peoplecentred and decentralizedhe plan offers a multidimensional approach to reducing

and eradicating poverty and vulnerability within Barbados buttressed by a robust social safety
net. The overall framework considers the compyend poverty and the dynamic ways in which

it affects various groups. At the same time, the strategy provides support to livelihood
enhancement through the provision of skills development, educational and vocational training

designed to promote job creath and selemployment opportunities within communities.
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Programmes, Projects & Initiatives

/

COVIEL9 Response Programmes

The Government of Barbados, in response to the CO¥iandemicimplemented several

response programmes to provide aid to those most affected including the Barbados

Employment and Sustainable Transformation (BEST) and the Adopt Our Families Programme.

The Barbados Employment and Sustainable Transformation (BEST)

The BESTprogrammewas aimed at safeguarding jobs in the tourism sector, minimizing

bankruptcies, and strengthening the competitiveness of the sector. Under the programme,

financing for green initiatives, digitisation of processes and systems for lower cost and

improved serviceas well asnvestment in local suppliers of food, furniture and other supplies
were also providedBobb and Worrell, 2022Jhe programmalsooffered free trainingwith

approximatelyfive hundred and thirtyhree (533)persons trained.

The Adopt Ouradmilies Programme

This programme started as a response to the CQ¥Ipandemic ifMarch 2020 and was
designed to support families that were hardest hit by the pandéerhie programme relied on
funds from both private and government sources with corpopateners donatind3DS$2.5
million and the Government contributingDS$5 million as of March 2021. This programme
RSY2Yy a(NI-oi-O8 dzif K BB @ £ fILINR | OK (G2 LINPOARAY3

Increase in the Minimum Wage

In an effort toprovide equitable and fair pay for workers, th@Bnstituted anew minimum
wagewhichcame into effect fromApril1, 2021 TheGOBrecognized that under the previous
wage rates, many persons in our society were unable to adequately afford food, tratisport
and other household needs. The minimum wage stand®86850, with a sectoral minim
wage (for security guards only) d08$9.50. Prior to his increaseemployees in the hotel,
agriculture and public sectors were paid above the minimum wagwever, the @B
recognized that persons working in the retail sector, at gas stations and as dovoekéis
also needed to be considerethis increase in minimum wage will further advance S&@ 1

also has direct linkages to SDG 2: Zero Hunger, SBéd@:Health and Wetleing, SDG 8:
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Decent Work and Economic Growth and SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities.

TheRoofs to Reefs ProgramiiR2RP)

TheR2RRs a 100% homegrown Bajan programme whathk as th&sovernmen sustainable
development model.R2RP takes into account our specific challenges including dense
population, a large marine space but exposed to high wave energy, unique hydrology and
geology as wella highly modified natural environment. The R&RL) a development model

for the next decad, 2) designed with an integrated whalkcountry approach, 3) a
homegrown national initiative for sustainable and resilient development, 4) a further
development on the ridge to reef concept, 5) the vehicle for operatsmglinational
development and @aptation planning and 6) a public and private investment programme.
Additionally, the main objectives of the programme are as follows:

1 to make lowand middleincome homes more resilient to extreme weather events and
their impacts, such as possible losk access to electricity and potable water
distribution system

1 toincrease freshwater storage capacity and water use efficiency and reduce emissions
through the deployment of distributed renewable energy generation

1 to decrease lanthased sources of mae pollution through more sustainable land use

practices
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1 to make critical utilies such asvater and sanitation and road infrastructure climate

resilient

i to restore vulnerable coral reef ecosystems, particularly on the west and south coasts

of the islan; and

1 to reduce carbon emissions through the deployment of distributed renewable energy

generation.

The Roofs to Reetoncept and associated SDabsrepresented irFigurell.

Figurell The Roofs to Reefs Concept and associated SDGs

Roofs to Reefs Programme
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Strengthening Human and Social Developmentrénage(SHSD)

TheSHSDunder the MPEAwas developed to reduce extreme poverty and unemployment in
BarbadosThe program, which was launched in September 2017eaddd in March 2023
was financed jointly by the Inté&fmerican Development Bank Ordinary CapBidS$10
millionand the China Gfinancing Fund for Latin America and the Caribiag510 million.

The objective of the program was to contribute to tleeluction of extreme poverty and
unemployment in Barbados. The SHB&rammeaimed to promote the social inclusion of
the extreme poor, the accumulation of human capital among the moderate poor and
vulnerable with the aim of achieving their productive labmarket insertion. It provided the
poorest families witla) access to psychosocial support and monetary subsiipseferential
access to state programs, aopgemployment supportUnder theprogranme, four (4) areas
of critical interventions araddressed, aimed at breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty
and improving quality of life:

1 Identification/Assessment:. The poor and vulnerable are identified and their needs

assessed,;
1 Stabilization: Immediate needs are addressed,;
1 Enablement: Skilte survive are imparted; and

1 Empowerment Individuals are imbued with the capacity to succeed and excel in society.

The National Assistance Programme and the Household Survival Programme

The Welfare Department is a Government social service agency réspdasiproviding a
national safety net for the poor and vulnerable persons in society. The mandate focuses on
poverty reduction and empowermeiirough the offering of various forms of assistance
inclusive of financialssistance and {kind assistancén the form of counseling servicéhe
Department fulfilldts mandate to assist vulnerable citizens through the National Assistance

and Family Services Programmes.
The National Assistance Programmgudes providing beneficiaries with cash grantsiand

kind assistance. AssistanneKind refers to assistance granted with respect to items such as

food, clothing, purchase of spectacles, hearing aids, and dentures. It also includes the payment
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of utilities (electricity and waterthe payment of rent ath the cost of burial of destitute

persons. Food conting¢o be the highest category of assistasiedind granted.

In 2020 the Welfare Deartment introduced theHousehold Survival Programmeéhe
Programme was implemented to support a 40% increase in cash transfer bbypdfits
Welfare Department and expanded the number of persons receiving a government transfer.
The Household Survival Programme was premised on mitigating the negative impact of t
health and economic crisis on the most vulnerable groups in Barbados. During the period, job
loss was on the increase and many citizens expressed difficulty in meeting their daily survival
needs. The 40% increase in welfare cash grants across allricetegjtowed vulnerable
individualgo improvetheir spending power. The increase in allocation also allowed additional
persons to benefit from social assistance such as cash and food grants, rent and utility
payments. The programme targeted those indialdibelow the poverty line of B$642.52

monthly, with eligibility confirmed via assessment and means testing.

Civil Society and NGO initiatives

.dzaAySaad FYyR t NETSBRWE Zh¢ BRW cotleB yam dnni@hdndzd
LiteracySeries ofSeminardor Women especiallythose who areunemployedor havelow

income The workshopteach the basics of finance, debt management, loans, insurance and
mortgagesand aimto reduceprevailing factors creating vulnerabilities in the world of work

and family life TheBPW introduce a free sixweek course on Financidlanning titled
GLYLINRGAY A @&2dzNJ Y2y Seé YIylFr3aSySyid aiAiatta Ay
economic level covering areas such as: understanding money and living withinmgaurs,
budgeting, savings, understanding debt such as use of credit cards, and entrepreneurship and
money. Over the two yeat¥222023, theWorkshopshave catered to 113 women with 3
attending from theCARICOIvegion.
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. - ~
| SDG Targets under Goal Lantl Nb | R2 4 Q t
q )

Our progress with respect to the achievement oé targets under SDGis highlight in the

following dashboard

- Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progres' Moving away from target/ deterioratior]

Fair progress but acceleration is needed - No trend data available
- Limited or no proaress Insufficient data/ not applicable
Targets SDG 1 End Poverty in all its Forms Everywhere . I ND | H
Progress

By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measy

people living on legban 1.25 a day.

By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of g

living in poverty in all its dimensions.

Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures f
including floors, and by030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and -

vulnerable.

By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulne
have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, 0
and control ove land and other forms of property, inheritance, natural resour

appropriate new technology and financial services, including microfinance.

By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and
their exposure and vagérability to climaterelated extreme events and

other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters.
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Nutritious & Climate proofing the  Agricultural
sufficient food agricultural sector  productive capacity

Sustainable The vulnerable & Malnutrition
food production infants

Overviewof SDG 2

Food security and the advancement ~

sustainable agriculture are critical focus areas \
the GOB the private sector and our citizens. [/8
this effort the government is seeking
transform and reposition the agriculture sectod

to be technologydriven and competitive

The 2021 food import bill had a value d)3 s
$709.12 milion of which 67% wer/
manufactured goods (54% processed goods,
are beverages including water and alcohq
drinks) while only 33% were agricultural and fi
products Figure 12 This composition has a8
remained fairly consistent when compared to data from the 19805 To address this at the
NEIA2Yy It tS@Stsx . NblIR2& KI & -FoadByserRsinttigfiveld 2 G K
which is meant to reduce foreigood imports intoCARICOM countries by 25% by 2025.
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Figurel2 Value of Agricultural Imports in 2020 and 2021

70,000,000 m 2020 w2021
60,000,000
50,000,000

40,000,000

30,000,000
20,000,000
10,000,000 II I I
y l | ——
& F

S & S S
A% N ) &)
& L

SourceMinistry of AgricultureFood and Nutritional Secur{2022)

Even as government attempts to reduce
dependence on importscurrent global food
pricespresent aconstraint to accessGlobal food

prices hae risen sharply due to the war i

Ukraine with aknockon effecton thelocal retail
m

market thus impacing on LJS 2 LJX S Q& ‘\,ﬂl
affordable foodFigure 13 In response, the GOE *
in 2022worked with locatetailersto maintain an

agreed markup, on critical food items.
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Figurel3Food inflation in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean (2022)

Suriname 68.3%
Barbados 19.6%
Jamaica 14.8%
:':-..:,.'-:".l 13.4%
Saint Kitts and Mewis .1%
Antigua and Barbuda 8.7%
Curacao B.2%
Irinidad and Tobago 7.9%
Aruba 7.2%
Bahamas &.4%
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines H.2%
Belize 6.1%
Cayman |slands 2.9%
Anguilla 2.1%
Bermuda 4.5%
Montsermat 3. 7%
Dominica 3.7%
Grenada 3.4%
Saint Lucia 1.7%
Briish Virgin Islands 1.1%

SourceRegional Report (2022) Caribbean Food Security & Livelihoods Survey Impacts of COVID 19 and the Cost of

Living Crisis

Because Barbados does not have that luxury of natural resources, ample land, water and
climate to replace the 67% of manufactured gobdg R 0 S@SNJ IS AYLR2 NI AZ
security strategy is one of seffliance where a country relies on some level of domestic food

production but imports a significant amount of its food. Thus, the food security strategy for
Barbados takes a three (3pld approach using expli@nd competitive policies to:

1 Maintain some of its own food supplies by:
Maximizing its Domestic Production Capability;

1 Safeguard its external food supplies by:
Encouraging firms to grow food for Barbados in overseas territtinags

share strong ties with Barbados and mutual values on food security;

1 Import Diversification:
Diversifying its imported food supplies by sourcing from countries with large

surpluses over domestic consumption, to offset/avoid inevitable supplier

disruptons.
Thefood security strate@ (@ffectiveness must be underscored by a food stockpiles plan that
maintains a threshold of several weeks of local and imported food supplies, in the same

manner that there is a fiscal plan for ensuring the local earniiogaain exchange, to maintain
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the exchange reserves above a certain threshold. To support this, the BaGagosa Food
Terminal which will be a building complex with a National Packhouse and a Food Terminal are
being established with planning permissapproved for construction to begin. A statkthe

art Abattoir has also been agreed on to support the butchering and storage of meat.

Agriculture development has a medimensional role which becomes increasingly evident as
a country develops and igegral to both economic and social development and consequently
to the SDG goals.

Against this backdrop, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Nutritional Security (MAFS) has
set out a new vision and mission and strategic objectives that reflecinithésstanding. The

new vision is to become a food and nutritionally secure country and the leader in sustainable
tropical food and agriculture solutions in CARICOM by 2024, in the Americas by 2026 and
internationally by 2028. The mission is uniting andinping the many dimensions of

agriculture to enhance the food and nutrition security and food systems of the nation.

While hunger in Barbados is below 5%, audrition is at near crisis levels with 52.4% of adults

and one (1) in every three (3) childreverweight or obese. Obesity is due, mainly, to the-over

O2 y & dzY LJG A 2yINR2CFS 34 & &R 8 a6SSFy SNHAZRA | yROII 68 NE 64 |
foods, which are generally levost; but also to other major factors, such as insufficien

exercise and genesicFurthermore, more than one (1) in every three (3) adults suffered from
hypertension; one (1) in every five (5) adults has diabetes and eight (8) out of every ten (10)
deaths in Barbados are causedM@Ds. Nutrition plays a significant role in prevegnénd

reversing these diseases. Consequently, nutritional security to ensure the health of the nation

is a national priority for Barbados.

¢CKS |3ANAKROdAZ GdzNI £ aSOi2NRa AYyiSNBSyidAzy | yR
nutritional quality resulhg from how food is grown and processed, to ensure that foods
provided to its citizens are of high intrinsic qualiyir agricultural sector is supported by
regional partners including the Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute
(CARDJ))which provides technical (and other) support in genetic mappemnplasm and

disease reduction. Furthaewe have adopted a partnership approach and have signed regional
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agreements with two of our CARICOM neighbours including: The Agreement for gicStrate
Dialogue and Cooperation Platform between Barbados and Suriname and the St. Barnabas
Accord between Barbados atite Cooperative Republic Guyana. Many of these initiatives

are interwoven and intended to increase the incomes of farmers as welt@iuce climate

smart agricultural practices to reduce losses due to climate change.

Prevalence of undernourishment (%) (2019) 4.1
t NEBOI £t SyO0OS 2F 206Sardes .alL 231
Human trophic level (best 2,¢3vorst) (2017) 3

Cereal yield (tonnes per hectare of harvested land) (2018) 2.9
Sustainable Nitrogen Management Index (be€t 1.41 worst) 1.2

(2015)

Exports of hazardous pesticides (tonnes per million popula 0.0
(2019)

Percentage of arable land equipped for irrigation (2018) 77.28°

Barbados Herbs, Spices and Condiments Industry Development Play2@@25

The goal of the Development Plan is to ma”Y

pathway towards real growth, competitiveness a

sustainability of the Herbs, Spice and CondimeZ
industry in Barbados. The Plan focuses on se
. . . r
herbs, spices and condiments namely, onions,
peppers, thyme marjoram, parsley, ginger, chive
celery, coriander and basil. It includes a review of
international, regional and local situations as t
relate to production, trade, and price trends fg

herbs, spices and condiments. H&n also provides

30 https://data.humdata.org/dataset/faostebod-securityindicatorsfor-barbados
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a revew of past and present initiatives which support the advancement of the sector as well

as an Action Pldor the further advancement of the industry.

The National Tree Planting Prograrmrbe Barbados One Milliofrees Food Security and
Mitigation Initiative (1M TFSMI)

The Barbados One Million Trees Food Security and Mitigation Initiative is a project that focuses
on soil conservation and reducing soil erosion, while also promoting food security and climate

change mitigation. The project involves the planting and maanies of plants (for food) and

medicinal herbs, which will increase local food production and reduce the country's food
importbil.,.¢ KS LIN22SO0G faz2 asSsS{ia (G2 NBaidiough . | ND I
the planting obpecies such as dunkskaes, guavas, plums and golden apples, as well as fruits
FNRY 20KSNJ/ F NRo60StHY COdeadeyfivitNghdiainbutan V6 GetedaiRek v 3 { d:

430,000 trees have been planted under the initiative.

This initiative aims to create significant jabsthe agricultural sectoand raise public
awareness of the importance of planting and maintaining trees to combat climate change. In
addition, the initiative supports severddGs such as reducing net greenhouse gas emissions
(Goal 13: Climate Actiom)gcreasing food security, and creating jobs and supppetonomic

growth in Barbados (Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth). Overall, the Barbados One
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Million Trees Food Security and Mitigation Initiategresents a vital step towards building a

sustainable and resilienbbd-secure future for Barbados.

Community Agricultural Response and Empowerment P{G}édRE)
The CARE Project in Barbados is

initiative aimed at promoting sustainabl :
agriculture and food security amon’ &
vulnerablecommunities. It enables thes : £
communities to plant their own food. Th
initiative is in response to the foo
insecurity challenges posed by the CO
19 Pandemic and the Russia/Ukraine
The project is funded by the European Uni&VU)and implementedby the Barbados

Agricultural Society, in collaboration with several commtbaged organizations.

The CARE Project focuses on providing traoppgrtunities forsmaltscale farmers, with an
emphasis on agrecology and climatemart agricultural praates. It also seeks to address
issues of food waste and food insecurity by promoting healthy local food production,

distribution and consumption.

One of the key components of the CARE Project is the establishment of community gardens,
where residents cagrow their own fresh produce and learn about sustainable agriculture
practices. The project also provides training on vablged processing and marketing, which

will assist small undey employedfarmersto increase their income and contribute to local

food systems. Apart from Goal 2, the CARE Project is contributing to the achievement of several
other PGs including, SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth), and SDG 12 (responsible
consumption and production). By promoting sustainable agriculture aatftmd systems,

the project is helping to build resilience and reduce poverty among vulnerable communities in

Barbados.

56



Barbadogd/oluntary National Review 2023

Farmers Empowerment and Enfranchisement QRtED)

FEED is one of a suite of similar agricultural empowerment programmes aineeldi@ang
agricultural imports and increasing food security, especially to vulnerable populations in
Barbados. The programme is meant to provide employment to the grashel/or unemployed

who wish to create a livelihood in a range of agricultural puranitistherefore reduce our
reliance on food importsSomeof the key components of the programmeethat farmers will

have access to land and irrigation at subsidized rates #mde () month training course is

a prerequisite in the areas of budgetirgymh management, technology in agriculture to name

a few. Table6 showsproduction dataTable7 identified the land allocated to famers under

the FEED programme.

Total production from FEED program 2021 and 2022

Forecasted Projected avg Projected avg
Year Acreage . value .
Yield (Ibs) value (Retail)
(wholesale)
2021 9.875 217,544  $590,803.64 $878,889.23
2022 116.14 2,389,918 $4,996,970.63| $7,649,296.98

Table6 Total Production from the FEED Program in 2021 and 2022
Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Nutritional Security

FEED Allocations (Acres and # of farmers)

. __ . # of farmers|#  of acreq
Farming District Parish
placed allocated
1 Mount Poyer St. Lucy 117 92.5
2 Fairy Valley Christ Church 28 27
3 Graeme Hall Christ Churcﬁ 18 19
4 3DAT AR OGS GcCroidt Ghur@)A O E 128 27
5 Bath Plantation* St. John 6 63
6 Wakefield St. John 28 25
7 River Plantation** |St. Philip 16 24
8 Bawdens** St. Andrew 6 11
9 Greenland** St. Andrew 3 9.5
10 40601 A0S O |ctAndrawe 16 34.7
11 Sedge Pond St. Andrew 1 2.5
12 Pine Basin** St. Michael 7 7
13 Spring Hall St. Lucy 1 1
275 343.2

Table7 the Placement of Farmers and the Allocated Acreage
Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Nutritional Security
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Hope Agricultural Training Project

Thisproject involves the construction of a facilityhe northern part ofBarbados which offers

training in both crop production and animal husbandry. The project will support practical

training in agriculture to tertiarevel as well as primary and secondary level students

Climate Smarquaponics Project

Fve Caribbean countries, namely, Barbados, Antigua and Barbuda, Grehada
‘$,/’ [ o T

increase access to climate sm
agriculture. The project buildshe ==
capacity osmaltscalefarmers (main
in aguaponicdarming) which not onl

provides a financial incentive to thes

farmers but also builds climate resilience in line with several UN SDG Thea|s:oject

supports innovative solutions, which are especially needed as regional economi@s face

variety of climatedriven events.

TheSt.Barnabas Accord

TheSt.Barnabas Accord is a bilateral agreement signed between Barbados and Guyana. The

FANBSYSyld FAYa (2 SyKFEyOS O022LIN}IGAZ2Y

comparative advantage. Some areas of cooperation being considered include manufacturing,
agiculture and energy. In the agricultural sector, #oeord focuses on increasing agricultural
productivity and promoting food security through sogtiuth cooperation. The agreement
outlines several measures, such as the creation of a joint workinga@rdapd and nutritional
security, the export of various agricultural products from Guyana to Barbados, the lease of land

in Guyana to Barbados for animal husbandry and crop production, and the establishment of a

food terminal in both countries for locat@land export.
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Aspects of the animal husbandry production are already underway asOiBed@tinues to
work closely with Guyana to achieve the goal of having a million Barbados Black Belly sheep
within the next five years. This initiative is also expected to yield a new crossbreed between

I NDFR2aQ . fFO10Stfteée { K&l drefilnalbdmlofyshe€pdo f 2 OF
reduce the importation of lamb and mutton products into the region. In fact, in August 2022,
Guyana received 132 Blackbelly sheep from Barbados and more tranches are expected in the
coming months. This programme wiinefit local sheep farmers, including women, the youth

anddifferently abledpersons.

TheAccord also aims to promote aquaculture training and establish a youth exchange program
at agriculture ministries. Additionally, the agreement includes provisionBadados to
become a center for the processing of meat and fish products for the Eastern Caribbean and
for the production of eucalyptus trees and cangsg for use in a biomass plalttalso targets

the SDG Goal 2, by promoting sustainability mairnheimagricultural sectét

31 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Barbados. Available at: https://www.foreign.gov-bafseibtisaccord
for-cooperationsigned/
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The Barbados / Guyana Food Terminal

The Barbados/Guyana Food Terminal is a joint initiative between the two countries aimed at
enhancing food security and promoting agricultural trade in the region. The project is an
initiative of theSt.Barnabas Accord and involves the establishment obd ferminal with
operational plants and facilities in both Barbados and Guyana. The terminal will serve both
local markets and export markets in the Caribbean and beyond, offering a range of agricultural
products such as beef, poultry, fruits, vegetakdesl coconut products. When completed, the
Terminal will be able to store over 40 containers of food and will be equipped with a processing

and packaging plant as well as cold storage facilities for seafood packing and processing.

The facility is to beult accordingto state-of-the-art specifications and is scheduled to be
constructed in 2023. It will serve as a food logistic hub, aimed at addressing the CARICOM
wSIA2Yy I f AYLIRNL adzomaildAddziAzy AYAGALF G&gdS dawHp
importsinto the Caribbean by 25% by 2025 and the Hub will feature processing and packaging
facilities for meat and fish products, aimed at positioning Barbados as a center for this
processing in the Eastern Caribbean. Furthermore, Barbados and Guggnaulture

ministries will establish a youth exchange program for aquaculture training.
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The Barbados/Guyana Food Terminal project will improve food security, promote regional
agricultural trade and provide healthy(ier) food options for vulneraititeens in the region.

The construction of the facility will lead to lower transportation costs, lower storage and
distribution fees. This initiative will support several other UNs$&ietaiding Goal 8 (Decent
work and Economic growth) for both countri€gal 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure)

and Goal 12 (Responsible consumption and production)

The Tissue Culture Lab

The MAFSs embarking on a program to expand the tissue culture lab. The new facility will

make available to farmers a wider ganof clean planting materials as well as serve as a
germplasm bank for crops. It is expected that the availability of clean material will result in
increased production through ¢hachievement of higher yieldghe facility is also expected to
beaready 2 dzZNDOS 2F LI I yiAy3d YIFGSNARAIfa F2NJ GKS O2«
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The School Meals Department

TheMinistry of Education, Technological and Vocational TraiM&J {7 is responsible for

the school feeding programme across the island. School feeding has long been globally
recognised as an integral tool in the facilitation of learning andnasckneededsafety net

F2NI I yIEOGA2y Qa LJ22NJ | yhilispuRabld thar thd sghvdl ay&drehild | Y A f
needs a healthy didb grow, develop and have the energy to study, learn, and be physically
active. Taking these factors into account, a school meals programme must not only aim to feed
children but must nourish #ir bodies while encouraging them to develop healthy eating
habits. In so doinghe programme must act as an instrument to stimulate the development

of our children and to complement broader health and nutrition education goals both
nationally and in thechool environment, while inculcating healthy eating habits from an early
age. This is of particular importance in addressing prevalent issues such as childhood obesity
and the increased developmentCDsn children. It is this insight that drivetlong term

goal of the School Meals Department to revamp the feeding programme into one that not only
aims to provide the school aged child with a meal at lunch time, but one that recognises its
social responsibility to the health and wia#ing of our chidren and of our nation by extension,

by increasing its focu

on the purpose and
value of the meals
that it provides. Thig
is a goal that must be
approached from
several points in
order to be achieved
and will require a
multisectoral
approach to the
provision of school

meals. Currently,

four school meal

#ActOnFactg The Food in Schools Matters

This campaign encourages public and policymaker support fo
introduction of policies limiting the sale amérketing of foods full o
sugar, fats and salt in and around schools, while increasing
availability of healthy foods and drinking water.

Spearheaded by the Healthy Caribbean Coalition (HCC), the can
brings together a raft of partners: UNICEF,Ra® American Healt
Organization (PAHO), the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean
(OECS) Commission, the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CA
the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Barbados (HSFB), the
Foundation of Jamaica (HFJ), the JamaiathYaxdvocacy Networ

(JYAN), with the technical collaboration of the Food and Agricy

Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

centres provide thousands of lunches to students and in times of disaster, the School Meals

Department assists with providing lunches to the hospital and the prison.
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In recognizing this SDG goal, BETVT isurrently constructing a new statd-the art modern
facility capable of preparing 12,000 to 15,000 meals per day, and catering to emergency

situations in the event of a national disaster.

The Barbado®rganisation of Parents of the Disabled

The Barbados Organisation of Parents of the Distlolgtd events for persons with disabilities

to network and gain support, form partnerships and access services to better help persons with
disabilities and their &85 IA GSNE ® ¢ KS Whai¥R Idz/ DNIR BQ2 yLINE 28D S
households to supplement their grocery bills with food grown in their backyard. The project

also sources food vouchers for families caring for persons with disabilities and hopes & provid
these vouchers on a monthly basis in the future as a means to address SDG 3: Good Health and

Welkbeing and SDG 1: No Hunger.

The Barbados Red Cross Society

¢KS . I NblFR2a wSR / Nerpaa {20ASGe&eQa WwaSlfta hy =2
needypopulation in Barbados. The Red Cross Society works alongside the National Assistance
Board to identify beneficiaries and the programme provides meals to 56 recipients weekly.
Needy persons can also make direct requests for assistance. Future improvenaentthe

project include the establishment of a kitchen garden which wilesedual purpose: to offset

costs associated with meal prepion and providenealthiermeals for those in resl.
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¢tKA& RIaKo2FINR KAIKEAIKGAE . FNDbFR2aQ LINRPINBaA
targets under SD& End Hunger, Achieve Food Security and Improved Nutrition and Promote

Sustainable Agriculture.

- Target met or likely to be met by 203@hstantial progress - Moving away from target/ deterioratior
Fair progress but acceleration is needed - No trend data available

- Limited or no proaress Insufficient data/ not applicable

By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and p
vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food al

round.

By 2030, end all forms of malnutritidncluding achieving, by 2025, the internationg -
agreed targets on stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of age, and addr

nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older peoj

By 2030, double the agricufial productivity and incomes of smsatlale food producers

women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers.

By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agriq
practices that increase productiviand production, that help maintain ecosystems, {
strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, flg

and other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil quality.

By 2020, maintain the genetic dis#y of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed ¢
domesticated animals and their related wild species, including through soundly mg

and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional and international lev
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' €EZmm SDG 3: Goddealth and welbeing

e

WOy adzNBE KSItOKe -d363 F3NW LINE Y

Reduce End preventable EpidemicsAIDS Universal
maternal deaths of children| | & communicable health
mortality & newborns diseases coverage

Overviewof SDG 3

The ®Bhasundeitaken major steps over the years to institute comprehensgeitable,
efficientand quality health care servicdBood health andvell-beingis the cornerstone of a
productive societyOur health care system comprises both pufdiccounting for 65 percent)

and private (accounting for 30 percent) institutions. The public health care system is based on
two components: access to free health services and access to free medicine (for certain chronic
conditions) Free medical care aublic hospitals and polyclinics and this includes a wide range

of benefitsand services includingnaternity, HIV/ AIDS treatment, geriatric care, nutrition

services and emergency care.

Maternal health rates havehown significant improvement, witdmost100% coverage on
births attended by skilled staff. The mortality rate in Barbados is 12.6 per 1000 live births, under
5 mortality rate is 13.8 to 1000 live births. One out of four childrénr{fonths) in Barbados

are exclusively breastfed. The aghmlent fertility rate (births per 1000 teenagers between the
ages of 15819) has decreased from 33.5 in 2017 to 26.29 in 2@0bados also boasts of a
consistentthildhoal immunization and vaccination programsaén the context of COVALD,

over 55% ofthe population has received at least two doses of CQVYIMaccine The

32 @S NY Y Sy (bfike CRRLRandeyii@was lauded abest practice giveits ability

to quickly mobilise multisectoral support for the effartd establisrsound management
protocols We leverage this support to quicklyestablisha specialized facility & | F NNA &2y
Point in the north of the island tprovidecare and supporfor COVID 19 positive patients
allowing our main hospitathe QueenHizabethHospital (QEHo continue to provide other

criticalcare.
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The GEH which is a public institutigmmas over 600 beds and provides specialized care in areas
such as pediatrics, obstetrics, plastic surgery and radioldggyre arealsofive ®) district
hospitals forcare of the elderlyTo support the existing complement of district hospitals,
construction has begun annewfour hundred (400) bed facility which will coser B>S$100
million. The hospital has been focused on improving its service delivery acrossate
departments. Five hundreb00) cataract surgeries were performed by the Ophthalmology
Department over a eightmonth period after they commenced a programme to clear the
backlog of cases. After a hiatus of 10 yearsQttteopedicdepartment restared knee and hip
replacement surgeriem 2022.We have also seen a decrease in readmission of vulnerable

patients and launched a pamnesthesia clinic to help with cancelation of surgeries.

One of the more significant epidemiological trends in Barbados has be@crésan NCDs

and an increaseprevalence of overweight and obesity in the populatid@Dsrethe leading

causeof deathin Barbadosand approximately 5% of deaths from NCi@simthose less than

70 years old? They also consume 65% of the budget allocated to the QEH, and 60% of the
budget of the Barbados Drug Service is allocated to pharmaceuticals used in the management
of chronic diseases. In fiscal year 2Q018, the Brbados Drug ServiSpecial Benefit Service
which provides formulary medicines free of cost to children under 16 years of age, persons
over age 65, and persons diagnosed with diabetes, cancer, hypertension, glaucoma, asthma,
and/or epilepsy, spent 49.8%its total expenditure on prescriptions for hypertension; 32.4%

on diabetes; 8.6% on glaucoma; 7.4% on asthma; and 1.9% on cancer. These human and
economic costs are not sustainable, especially in light of the inherent social, economic, and

environmentalulnerabilities’3

32\WHO/PAHO. 2017. Availablefatps://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272540
33 Ministry of Health and Wellness National Strategic Plan for the Prevention of NCDs
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Maternal mortality rate (per 100,000 live births) (2017) 27
Neonatal mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) (2020) 8.1
Mortality rate, under 5 (per 1,000 live birtHgD20) 12.2
Incidence of tuberculos{per 100,000 population) (2020) 2.4

New HIV infections (per 1,000 uninfected population) (2020) 1.0
Prevalence of HIV: total % of population aged4&021 0.90

Agestandardized death rate due to cardiovascutiisease, 16.0
cancer, diabetes, or chronic respiratory disease in adults ag

¢ 70 years (%) (2019)

Agestandardized death rate attributable to household 31
pollution and ambient air pollution (per 100,000 populatit

(2016)

Traffic deaths (pet00,000 population) (2019) 8.2
Life expectancy at birthotal (years) (220) 79.30
Life expectancy at birth: female (years) (2020) 80.57
Adolescent fertility rate (births per 1,000 females aged 15 to 29.29
(2020)

Births attend to by skillegersonnel (%) (2016) 99.1

Surviving infants who received 2 WF#8ommended vaccines (¢ 85
(2020)

Universal Health Coverage (UHC) index of service coverage 74
0¢ 100 best) (2019}

Prevalence of diabetes in adults aged 18 and-feraale (2019) 15.8

Prevalence of obesity in adults aged 18 and-tarmiale (2019) 34.7
Prevalence of diabetes in adults aged 18 and-made (2019) 12.2
Prevalence of obesity in adults aged 18 and-owae (2019) 17.1%

32 2NIR I SFHEGK hNEFYATFGA2Yy ® &/ hitps:/imwh.Wid indista/gh@imtiBaidmatddate Yy RSE 6 { 5
registry/imrdetails/4834+#.~:text=Rationale%3A,medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D

35 Compiled from Global Nutriton Report 2021. Country Profile Barbados. Available at:
https://globalnutritionreport.org/resourc&/nutrition-profiles/latinramericaand-caribbean/caribbean/barbados/and  the
Annual SDG Report, 2022.
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Severaldctors, includinghte COVEL9 pandemic, led to a reduction in the number of persons
seeking rehabilitative care for NCBBespite the challenges fateith NCDs and the financial
burden on the healthcare system, this sector remains a top priority. O r&nains
commited to providing healthcare service that ensures the population achieves optimum
physical, mental and social wellbeing, giving credence to the belief that health is a right for all

Barbadians.

Policies

National Strategic Plan for the Prevention and @butf NornCommunicable Diseases 2020
2025(NSHPNCD)
The goal of the Barbados Nation

Strategic Plan for the Prevention ar
Control of NCDs 2022025 is to reduce
mortality, morbidity, and disability duds
to the major NCDs. The intended imp
of the Plan i$) a reductionin the main
NCD risk factors anig strengthening
the management of the major NCBsfocusing on the first level of care. The N\EFD 225

was developed through a participatory and iterative process that sought input and feedback
from key stakeholders étudinggovernment, civil societgnd the private sector. It provides a
blueprint for actionand reflects multi-sectoral, wholeof-government, wholef-society,
healthrin-all-policies approaches that are essential to address NCD and their risk factors, as

well as their social, economia)@ronmental, commercial, and other determinants.

New Health Financing Model
The Government is developing a new health financing model, underpinned by four key

principles to ensure universal health coverage:

36 Cardiovascular Disease Annual report 2022. Available at: http://www.bnr.org.bb/cms/remositesyétidown/72/
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1 strengthening of the public health aqmlimary health care system

1 higher levels of efficiency in the provision of health care and the efficient use of scarce
resources

1 ahealth care system that is resilient and can respond to potential natural disasters and
pandemicsand

1 partnerships ané wholeof-government approach to health delivery.

The Barbados School Nutrition Policy

With the technical and administrative support of the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO), th&HW in collaboration with the METVT spearheaded a consultative prioceke
development of a nationalcBool Nutrition Policyfor BarbadosThis Policywwhich came into
effect in April 2023will significantly advance SDG 3: Good HealthVégibeingamong the

schoolaged population in Barbados.

Barbados Nationalction Plan on Combatinn

Antimicrobial Resistance 202022 for Human

and Animal Health | 7 \
The strategic vision of the National Action P! \ i 2 )

DN el s -/ §
Ada WLYGSaANIGSR KSIf _ o =~ BV

that by 2027, work to prevent, detect, an / S aech o
control iliness and death \kd to infections =
caused by antimicrobial resistance through
AKI NBR NBalLR2yairoAfAale oKAfAad SyadaNAy3I adzadl
provides the roadmap for Barbados in the effort to address the urgent and serious threat of
antimicrobidresistance The Plan comprises of thré goals as follows:

1 Goal 1: Slow/Reduce the emergence of resistant bacteria and prevent the spread of

resistant infections
T D2Ff HY {ONBYyFOIESHYOIKE (A&NBEA fathlyy650S; STF 2 NI

and
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1 Goal 3: Improve international collaboration and capacities for antimicrobial resistance

prevention, surveillance, control and antibiotic research and development.

The Plan also includes four (4) strategic objectigdsllows

1 strengthen, coordinate and institutionalise interdisciplinary effé®ugh National
and Health Establishment legvernance structures

1 optimize surveillance and early detection of antimicrobial resistance to enable
reporting of local, regional and maal resistance pattes to optimize empiric and
targeted antibiotic choice

1 enhance infection prevention and control the spread of resistant microbes to patients
in healthcare settings, focusing on improvement in hand hygiene andithtEication
and solation of patients with resistant organisms. Community measures include
preventing infection through wide reaching vaccination programmes and
improvements in water and sanitatioand

1 promote appropriate use of antimicrobials in human and animal healthugh

antimicrobial stewardship.

The National'ask~orce on Physical Activity and Exercise

The Physical Activity Guidelines fa~

Barbados were developed as a k
component in support of thel
mandate of the Task Forcen
Physical Activity and Exercise. It heg}'ﬁ
Barbadians at all stages of the I@L
cycle to increase their physic{l
activity levels through active play
leisure activities and sportsThe / = 53,,
guidelines provide a listing of sportlng associations, councils emnélational facilities in

Barbados.
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4

Ministry of Health and Wellness Initiatives

The Geriatric and the District Hospitals introduced therapeutic dietary services in January 2021.
Therapeutic dietary services aim to enhance the health of elderly chbntgasiljpecome

frail and weak through poor dietary intake, andnprove the maragementof nutrition-

related medical conditions. Additionally, refurbishments at the Geriatric Hospital in 2018 and
the completion of outstanding repairs at the St. Philip District Hospital resultedreased

total bed capacityof 408 These actions will further enhance the rehabilitative services and
promote the independence, dignity and wiedling of all clients.Theconstruction of a new

Geriatric Hospital with the first phase of construction costing Biz&$100 millionisexpected

to be completed ireighteen 18) months
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Barbados Association of MediBahctitioners (BAMP)

The Better Health Radio Show focuses on a wide range of health topics and serves as a
knowledge platform to disseminate information to the public. In 2023, the focus has been on

b/ 5& dzy RSNJ 6 KS (GKSYS WOGNRBAY3I Yeé ahgbiastflesii 2 Sy C
Additionally, theBAMPhas a range of preventative healthcare activities which are targeted at

NCDs as this is a significant issue in Barbados and ultimately places a financial burden on the
healthcare system. In Jurg2023 BAMP will be laxching a project aimed at increasing
awareness of cancer as a means of preventative care. The BAMP has partnered with the Heart
and Stroke FoundatiotHSFBY increase awareness of childhood obesity and provide

continuous education to the public.

TheBarbados Trailway:

The Barbados Trailway project aims to repurpose approxintaehyy-four (24) old train lines

in Barbados into a multise recreational area. The project involves clearing the land to create
safe spaces for locals and tourists to engagactivities such as cycling, walking, and hiking
away from main roads. The train lines pass through significant historic and cultural areas,
including plantations. While tourism is a potential aspect, the primary focus is to provide a safe
environment or recreation As part of the projectiive thousand §,000 fruit trees will be

planted along the Trailway, serving as carbon offsets and providing free fruit to trail users. The
project has the potential to extend the Trailway all the way to Bridgetoffering additional
benefits along the entire length of the space such as creating safe spaces, with reduced vehicle

emissions, and promoting public health by combatinge@mmmunicable diseases.

The University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Catpis)

The University of theWestIndies(UWI)Cave Hill Campumas provided expertise to assist not
only Barbados, but also the wider Caribbean communities to cope with the -C®VID
pandemicUWI Cave Hill established a UWI C&IDask Force and published several works
related to testing regimes, psychological vulnerabilities;pf@rmaceutical interventions and
produced a COVID in the islanedsoak entitleddCOVIEL9 in the Caribbean arRadfic Island
Regiong.
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.dzaAySaa YR tNBFSaaA2yLtt 22YSyQa [/ f dz

BPW engages in policy implementation in collaboration with 8 @ universal health
coverageBPW has hosteskveralectures and discussions on areas such as Nutrition and Diet
as anncrease in BDss being fueled by Fast Food and reduction in consumption of vegetables

and fruits as well as inactivitin 2022 hese discussions reached 30 women.

The Heart and Stroke Foundation of Barbados

TheHSFBs a key entity in the fight agat norcommunicable diseases in Barbados, with a

focus on cardiovascular diseases and strokes. The organization offers cardiac rehabilitation
service and professional certifications in First Aid and Basic Life Sup$bi. has facilitated

some of the mpr advocacy campaigns such as those linked to preventing childhood obesity,
GKS oFyyAy3 2F a46SS0 FyR dzyKSFHf GKeé F22Ra Ay

which encourages persons to monitor their blood pressure.
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SD& I NBSia dzy RSNJ D2l f o
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targets under SD@ Ensure healthy lives and promote wlsding for all at all ages.

LINR INB a

- Target met or likely to beet by 2030/ substantial progress - Moving away from target/ deterioratior]
Fair progress but acceleration is needed - No trend data available

- Limited or no proaress Insufficient data/ not applicable

Targets SDG & Ensure Healthy Lives and Promote MBelhg For All At All Ages

I ND I |

Progress

By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,00
births

By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of ag
all countries aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as 1200€ live

births and undeb mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births

By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected
diseases and combat hepatitis, waberne diseases and other communica

diseases

By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from-4communicable disease

through prevention and treatment and promote mental health and-lithg

Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcoti

abuse and hanful use of alcohol

By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive-baadtiservices
including for family planning, information and education, and the integratig

reproductive health into national strategies and programmes

Achieveuniversal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to (
essential healtitare services and access to safe, effective, quality and affor

essential medicines and vaccines for all

By 2030, substantially reduce the numberdehths and illnesses from hazardg

chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination

Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, development, tr:
and retention of the health workforce in developing countrespecially in leas

developed countries and small island developing States
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= SDG 4: Quality Education N
EDUGATION
i WoyadwNBE AyOfdzaig®S |yR Slidaadl
LINRY20S tAFSt2y3 §SINYyAy3 LILJZ
,/
Equal access for Gender disparities Literacy & Development
vulnerable, numeracy assistance for.
differently-abled & Free, equitable & scholarships
indigenous quality primary &
secondary

Overviewof SDG 4

The ®Bcontinues to prioritizean education system that gvidesequality of accessand
quality of delivery Free education is institutionalized in Barbadnd other support systems
are provided,includng a school meals programme at the primary level, a textbook loan

scheme, free transportation to and from school, a uniform grant and sshigagrants.

Education at the primary leve!

, , The Barbados School System
begins at age 4 and continue _

: Government: Private:
until age 11, when students s _ _

- 68 Primary Schools - 27 Primary Schools
the  Barbados  Secondar - 4 Special Schools - 5 Special Schools
School Entrance Examinatig - 21 Secondary Schools - 10 Secondary Schools
(BSSEE) and transition - 12 Nursery Schools - 16 Nursery Schools

secondary schoolSecondary

education is provided for children ages ©116 years, and at age ltheoretically,students

write the Caribbean Examination Council (CXC) examinations Caribbean Secondary Entrance
Certificate (CSE&he equivalent ofseneral Certificate of Educati@CEO-Levels. At about

age 18, those students who continue at scHoopostsecondary no#tertiary educatiorcan

sit the CX@QCaribbean Advanced Proficiency Certifi¢@®&PEA-Level Alternatively, students

may pursue competendyased certification from XC and other international examination
bodies.Freetuition is provided at the following institution¥he Erdiston TeacherJraining
College(ETTG)Samuel Jackman Presdodtitute of Technolog{SJPJ)Barbados Community
ColleggBCCG)and UWI.
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In2022, the Government speb.%oof its GDP on the education sector, a 0.9 percent increase

from 2021. The enrolment rate for girls $ighty hgherat the secondary level (at 106%4n

2021) than boys (104.%g while theeffective transition rate from primary to lower secondary

general education stood &9.7%6(2020%’. As a result of our concerted efforts over several
decades, Barbados ksis a literacy rate of approximatel®.9% (percentage of population

aged 15 to 24§, thisrate iscurrentlybeing reassesseBespite our successes in the education

sector, theGOBIs setting its sights higher as we reform this foundational element of our
society¢ KS AaflyR Aad Odz2NNBydfée aSSq|AyaHsysiethtoa NSA Y
one thatisFIRMi KS 202SO0GABS 2F 6KAOK A& G2 SyadzaNB
proposed thatinew approach to teaching featuring customised lessons which match students
learning styles will be more grounded in technology.cBumtry is aiming to produce citizens

who are proud of national values and traditions but are equipped to compete in global

theatres.

o)

OoyS 2F G(KS D2@SNYyYSyiliQa Y2ad SESYLX I NE AYyAGA
(NTI) The NTWas established as part dERT (20180 ensure a comprehensive retraining of
the Barbadian workforc®ver the period 2022022, NTI implemented trREST programme,

3T UNESC@arbados statisticévailable at: https://uis.unesco.org/en/country/bb
38 The GOV is currently reassessing in light of the impact of COVID 19
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targeted at upskilling employees within the tourism sector to offer customised cauesess
such as management language and vocation training. A total of three thousand and eighty
three (3083) workers were trained from figgven (57) properties as a result of this important

initiative which helped to buffer the impact of the COY®@pandemic for hospitality workers.

The focus of th&lTlis to build competencies ratherahfocus oncourse completions, through
the creation of an approaalhich providen-demand access to learning, flexible deadlines
GKFG YIFGdOK £ SlasNuglSablfeprovisidh df feddidadk farid indlthle attempts as

learning is mastered

[ {YyFrLAK2G 2F . FNDIFR24AQ LINE:
N )

Literacy rate (% of population aged 15 to 24) (2014) 99.9

Gross Enrolment Rate (Primary Education) (2021) 98.33

Gross Enrolment Rate (Primary Educatidiémale (2021) 96.89

Gross Enrolment Rate (Primary Educatidvple (2021) 99.72

Net Enrolment Rate (Primary Education) (2021) 95.4

Gross Enrolment Rate (Secondary Education) (2021) 105.48

GrossEnrolment Rate (Secondary EducatpRemale (2021) 106.84

Gross Enrolment Rate (Secondary Educatidfale (2021) 104.17

Government Expenditure on Education as a % of GDP (2021) 6.5

Government Expenditure on Education as a % of total Govern 16.6
Expenditure
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Policies

AN

Education Reform Agenda:-Reagining Education

Barbados is undergoing an education reform agenda that aims to make the national curriculum
relevant to emerging technological and global trends, the labor marketth@endountry's
developmental needs. This reform agenda aims to build and implement robust lifelong learning
policies and systems, create a weled education system that adapts to evolving skill
demands including digital technology and the green econding.agenda provides multiple
pathways for certification and access to psstondary education. The reform agenda also
incorporates several opportunities for equitable provision of education to students with special
educational needs, including-@hass gpport at the primary and secondary levéhsaddition,
lifelong learning opportunities for tertiary level and further education for persons with
disabilitiesare provided The education sector also plans to promote inclusivity and equity by
providing a rore diverse curriculum, increasing access to appropriate education for students
with special educational needs, and setting out a policy framework governing the education
and employment of persons wittlisabilities.Apart from SDG 4 (quality education)isth
education reform agenda aligns with several Sustainable DevelopmenirnghalgngSDG 8

(decent work and economic growthnd SDG 10 (reduced inequalities).
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Best Practice: The National Transformation Initiative

The National Transformation Initiative (NTI) (2021) was launched by Barbados, as ¢
the BERT (2018) programme to retrain, empower, and enfranchise every Barbadian
through providing training courses. By the end of 2022, al®@s000Barbadians hac
received online or face to face training throughout that period.

The NTI, in partnership with the Coursera learning platform, offers free online courses
individuals improve their knowledge and skills in various areas, provitiieg<with the
opportunity to compete for jobs locally, regionally, and internationally. The courses,
include personal financial management, occupational safety and heaktrassfbrmation,
citizenship and many others, have been designed tchtéae basics of key subject aree
Among the top skill competencies gained were leadership and manage
entrepreneurship, communication in business; computer graphics, computer progran
and theoretical computer science.

be¢eLQa 1S5& I MdbtbratioaRrarEfanOadzn indfey (

i) Active Citizenship and modeling Barbadian identity & Excellence

i) Highlighting the need for upskilling and embracing opportunities for continuous pel|
and professional development

iii) Highlighting the crital need for inclusion for equality on behalf of and in support of
community of Persons with Disabilities (PWD)

iv) Showcasing the central role of creatives in shaping national identity

v) Highlighting the value and future forward trajectory of orlaening

GAO [/ 2dzNESN)I Qa AYGSNYylFGAz2yltte | OONBRA
vii) BEST training initiatives for the Tourism Sector

The 21st Century Educators' Hub

The 21st Century Educators' Hub is a training platform developed in partnershipenitfil,
Coursera, thtMETVT, théADB, and ETTC. Its purpose is to provide professional development
courses for educators and education leaders to improve the quality of education in Barbados.
The courses are accredited and certified by global instiwsitimmversities, and organizations.
Many educators have already taken courses in Performance Assessment in the Virtual
Classroom and Soesmotional Learning for Students: A Path to Social and Emotional

Wellbeing. The platform is part of the governmentmmitment to lifelong learning.
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Introduction to Coding in Nursery Primary, Special and Secondary Schools

This coding and robotics programme has been introduced at all levels of the education system

from preschool to tertiary. It will give citizens
The Literacy Diagnostic Assessment and

an opportunity to become competitive and b

better prepared for the future in this era g Intervention Centreis utilized as a tool by t

digitisation. Code Caribbean is an initiati METVT to facilitate the assessment of stud

aimed at promotingSTEAMeducation in the and the development of remedial work plans.

Caribbean to drive innovation and econonl WEESUCKEINIES that no student is left beh

growth in the region. In Barbados, tipdot The Centre also instituted the Postgrad

project began in 2022 and continues into 207 2SRRI EI =6 EEEUTE T

The program is a partnership between the
GOBthe CDB and theUWI Cave Hitampusamong other stakeholders.

CodeCaribbean labs in schgohcross the islangrovide students with hanesn learning
experiences in areas such as robotics, coding, and 3D printing. The issue of gender parity is also
being addressed through the programme as female students are being ageduto
participate, while male participants are encouraged to extend the programme through to
entrepreneurship. Additionally, the program has provided training and support for teachers to

enhance their capacity to deliver STEAM education.

Code Caribbearnas also facilitated various competitions and hackathons to encourage
students to use their STEAM skills to develop innovative solutions tevaedl problems.
These events provide opportunities for students to showcase their creativity and ingenuity and
receive recognition for their work. The government has built partnerships with the private
sector ensuring that job opportunities exist in areas of the programdweerall, the Code
Caribbean initiative in Barbados aims to equip students and educatbithevitecessary skills

to compete in a rapidly changing global economy and to promote the development of a vibrant

technology industry in the Caribbean region.

80



Barbadogd/oluntary National Review 2023

¢tKS a9¢x¢Q3a {OK22faQ t2aAlAdS . SKIGA2dzNI al yI

The METVT in collaboration witHJnited Nations Children FuntNICEf: embarked on a

multi-sectoral approach to transform the school climate at primary and secondary s@heols

climate (at the time) asomeschooswas such that students were being sent in langebers

to the principal for behavioural issues.

The students were unsettled apdnatmingtasks

in the classrooms and teachers were

having difficulty teaching the student
without stopping the lessons t¢
respond to behavioural issues. To tf
end, the Initiative at that time was
SydAaidft SR al/ Ky 3a
I TAYF(0S¢® wS a dz
showed that successes were noted

the overall behaviours of the student

and that they were more susceptible t

Solar Energy Instruction at Schools
The METVT also incorporated instruction Solar Energy
the Electronics programme with the investment of sd
panels and the requisite additional equipment to set u
demonstration model for the students. These initiati
were made possible by donais the school including C
Operators General Insurance, Barbados National Oil
Ltd., The Sandy Lane Trust, The European Union Deled

Massy Distribution and Emera.

the teaching and learning procesghis initiative was then rolled out in 2009 in eleven schools;

ten primary and one secondary. Since the inception, the initiative is now integrated in all 105

public nursery, primary, special and secondary schools in Barbados.

The objectives of the 8RIP include:

= =4 =4 =4 = =

of student councils.

building on the positive practices that already exist in schools

the creation of orderly and effective learning environmgnts

making discipline fair, consistent and transparent

greater involvement of parents and the community in developffectve schools
the teaching of lifeskills through the Health and Family Life Education Currigcatuon

creating a culture of student governance and participation, through the establishment
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The Barbados Community College

In 2022, the BrbadosCommunity College (BCOpunched theVirtual Centre for Teaching
ExcellenceThe Virtual Centre for Teaching Excellence provides teaching staff with resources
relating to best practices for classroom instructioém,improve the quality of delivery.

Resources include training vasefor online tuition, which would also assist new tutors.

The EECis also undertaking thRefurbishment and Upgrades of Computer labs campdis

(2020 present).The refurbished and upgraded computer labs provide students with access to
state-of-the-art facilities and are also available to students who do not have access to internet

or suitable device§he smart classroomsy A G A F G A @S Aa LI NI 2F GKS /
develop a smart campus and allow for diversification of instruction as weteggation of
technology in classroom instructiofhis initiative was facilitated by th@©8who provided

funding in the sum of[BS$26,26400.

The Barbados Vocational Training Board

The Board facilitates apprenticeship programmes (typically 3 yeadsration) where
apprentices receive woitkased practical training with employers to whom they are
contractually linked. Additionally, the Skills Training Programmes is offered over one (1) or two
(2) semesteraind trainees are placed on job attachmenafser completing the training. The

Skills Training Programme comprises both evening courses-plagticourses.

The Technical & Vocational Education and Trafiivig TCouncil
The TVET Council is a statutory organisation set up to make Barbadosomqetitive
through the development of its workforcEVET has received funding from the IADB and the
GOBt +9¢ Q& 202SO0GAGSa AyOf dzRSY
1 to support employerdriven education and training. Specifically facilitate
alignment of the supply of training with market demand anddoip employees
with up-to-date skills required by industry
1 t2  &AdzLILI2 NI GKS D2@SNYyYSyaQa 1dzyly wSaz
emphasis on improving the quality and relevantc8econdary Education and the

effectiveness of TVET
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1 to provide financing for employers, business associations as well as public and
private institutions to train employees and members, inclusive of general ;public
and

1 to provide individuals with new or @ditional knowledge, skills for personal, social

and professional development, continuously.

e A

Civil Society Initiatige

The Barbados Workers Uni@WU)

TheBWUis committed tocreaing a society that supporteearing impairedndividualsand
fosters inclusive workspaces. In this regardB¥AéJhas partnered with the Deaf He&oject

to promote education and inclusivity foearing impairedndividuals. The project aims to
teach sign language and create an inclusive working environnwbere effective
communication is possible. i§lunique approach involves having deaf individuals teach sign
language to the hearing population. The project will provide certification to individuals who
successfully complete sign language courses, endldingto communicate effectively in sign
language and enable the deaf and hearing to effectively perform their duties effectively in any

work environment.

The My Inclusive School Project

This project was launched during the Day for persons with dissbditid is currently running

in 5 schools (inclusive of primary and secondary schools) and aims to foster a sense of empathy

for persons with disabilities among students in the school system. Additionally, the programme

also facilitates a DAD Ambassador whseelected from each school (of the 5 schools under

the project). This annual project aims to impact an estimated 60,000 school children and
supports the ETVO NI A YAy I Qad RNAGGS (2 YI 1S GKS yIFGA2y !
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¢KAd RIaKo2FINR KAIKEAIKGEA . FNDFR2aQ LINRIAINBaA
targets under SDG #&nsure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong

learning opportunities for all.

- Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progres' Moving away from target/ deterioratior]
Fair progress but acceleration is needed - No trend data available

- Limited or no proaress Insufficient data/ not applicable

learning opportuities for all

Targets SDG 4 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lif¢ .

I ND I §

Progress

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality p

and secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes.

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access dlityqearly childhoog
development, care and pigrimary education so that they are ready for prim

education.

By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and

technical, vocational and tertiary education, including unityersi

By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have re
skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent job

entrepreneurship.

By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and eresjua access to all leve
of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons

disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations.

By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults,rbeh and

women, achieve literacy and numeracy.

Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender se

and provide safe, newiolent, inclusive and effective learning environments for a
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GENDER

EnaL SDG 5: Gender Equality

; WOKASYS 3ISYRSNI Sljdzt t AGé +FyR SYLRS

P —
Universal access Violence against 22YSYyQ End all forms
to sexual & women & girls participation in of
reproductive decisioamakina discrimination
health

Overviewof SDG 5

The ®Bis committed to ensuring gender equality at all levels within our society. We believe

that if women and girls are unable &xhievetheir full potential due to genddrased and

domestic violencet will pose a threat to the overall development of B&A Q SO2y2Ye |
society.Genderequality allows for both sexes to have access to opportunities and are not

disadvantaged on the basis of whether they are male or female.

TheGOB through the Bureau of Gender Affairs, continues to work towards gendelitgqua
and to bring about the empowerment of women, through policy, programs and strategies. The
Government nevertheless recognizes that the achievement of gender equality cannot be
realized without the need to create significant and meaningful partnershifis.being the

case, the Government welcomes and is committed to working with thegoegrnmental

organizations and civil society in this regard.

The issue oflomestic violence an@BVremains a focal area for the Government, especially
during the heightened COVID period which sawZ8%increase in domestic violence reports

during the early stages of the 2Q20@hich represented an increase from 20@i8nbers.

The currenfegalframeworkspromote, enforce and monitor gender equaliyith a focus on
violence against women, covering 83.3% of the releSB@@ndicatois®®. Reports of domestic
violence betweeduly2020 andJuly 202%re as follow¥:

39 UN WomenBarbados. Available at:
https://data.unwomen.org/country/barbados#:~:text=In%20Barbados%2C%2083.3%25%200f%20legal, Rlasatis{jetl
%20with%20modern%20methods.

40 Family Conflict Intervention Unit, Royal Barbados Police Force
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Barbados continues to engagetire fight against genddrased violence through several
strategies and programmesThe Family Conflict Intervention Unit (FCIU) of the Barbados
Police Servic@BPSyvorks with a high degree of confidentiality with perpetratorstims,and

the wider community, to bring awareness to the issue of domestic violence. The FCIU has found
that since they can issue emergency protection orders and warnings to the perpetrators,
victimsappear to appreciate that the issue is being taken moresgyidable8 shows select
statistics collected by the FCIU, as they relate to victims and perpetrators of domestic violence.

Statistics are supplied for the year 2020, unless otherwise stated.

July 202QJuly 2021 Number

Women aged 189 yearssubjected to physical violence by an intimate partner | 138

Women aged 189 years subjected to physical violence by other 37

Women aged 189 years subjected to sexual violence by an intimate partner | 6

Women aged 189 years subjected to sexual violetgeother 5

Table8 Women aged 1649 Subjected to Physical Violence
Source: Family Conflict Intervention Unit
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MONTH MALE FEMALE TOTAL
JANUARY 32 2 34
FEBRUARY 28 1 29
MARCH 24 0 24
APRIL 19 3 22
MAY 46 3 49
JUNE 18 1 19
JULY 39 5 44
AUGUST 41 5 46
SEPTEMBER 24 4 28
OCTOBER 30 3 33
NOVEMBER 25 3 28
DECEMBER 28 5 33
TOTAL 354 35 389

Table9 Sexof Suspected Aggressors Within Domestic Violence Reported Cases
Source: Familgonflict Intervention Unit

Based on the data collectdtbm the FCIUboth women and men are victims of domestic
abuse in Barbasb. In 2020, it was reported that out of a totalf@fir hundred and thirtysix
(436) cases, ir20.6% of cases memere considered as victims of domestic violence, while
women were victims ithe remaining79.4% of casedomen remain the prime victims of

genderbased violence, while men remain the primary perpetrators of these acts.

The Bureau of Gender Affairs, cognisainthe need to include men and boys in the fight
against gendebased violence, has adopted a Masculinity programme and one aspect of this
programme is to work with young males from secondary schools across the island. During the
past years the Bureau sidneld workshops on the issue of gentdased violence and the link

with masculinity. These workshops have been held with students from the Lester Vaughn
Secondary School, the Parkinson Memorial Secondary School and most recently in 2021, via

virtual platbrm with students at the Princess Margaret Secondary School.
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The GOBhas sought to not only address the victims of ge#rdesed violence / domestic
violence but has also provided an avenue for the perpetrato@Bato receive support and
counselling, through the Partnership for Peace programme, which was launched in 2012 within
the then Ministry of Social Care. The programme is psychuzational and the perpetrators

are exposed to several topics, with the goaltedching them an alternative to violent
behaviour. Since its inception, approximatatg hundred and twentyl@0) males have been
through the programme, and many have expressed the view that the programme has been
beneficial. The programme now residethimBureau of Gender Affairs and efforts are ongoing

to start the first cohort of applicants within the next few months.

The National Committee onB¥has been established, whicbhmprises several government
agencies athnongovernmental agencies, witmaandate to develop a national action plan to
combatGBV. An initiative to address GBYV in the workplacalsadeen launched byhe
Ministry of Labour, SaliPartnershipand the Third SectdMLSP)

Women's right to equal participation and freedomas$embly and association are guaranteed

dzy RSNJ KS /2yadtAaddziazy 2F . I NbBlIR2a gKAOK O
principles. There are no legal impediments regardive participation ofwomen in the

election process or with respect to womlenlding office or other leadership positions. In May

2018, the Honourable MiamorMottley SCM.Pg | & a2 NYy Ay | a (GKS O2d
Prime Ministerand for a second time in 282 In 2021, Her Excellendlge Most Honorable

Dame Sandra Prunellaasbn,FB, GCMG, D.A, Q.C., lidapme our first female President.
Additionally two of our former @vernois General(prior to Barbados becoming a Republic)

were women. Presently 26.6®”6 of seats inParliament are held by women.Thirty
parliamentarians (2Males and 6 females) were elected to the lower house by adult suffrage

on the fird pastthe-post system. Since thenpgelection was held in 2020, there are now
twenty-three males and seven females or 23 %. Tweng/senators were appointed to the

upper house, 43 % of whom are womestatistics on women participating in the voting

process are provided in the beloakies
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Year | Number of Womerl Number of Malg Proportion of Womer Total Registeres
Registered Voters Registered Voters | Registered Voters Vaers

2003( 115,789 104,034 0.526 220,093

2008]| 123,348 123,348 0.524 235,510

2013( 129,903 119,121 0.521 249,024

2018( 134,750 124,151 0.520 258,901

Tablel0 Women Registered Voters over four national elections
Source: Report oiine Barbados General Election 2013, 2618

Year Number of Women Proportion of Women
2003 9 0.145
2008 10 0.145
2013 12 0.176
2018 37 0.276

Tablell Trends in women candidates over the past four national elections
SourceReport on the Barbados General Election 2013,%2018

There was a more than 200 % increase in women candidates from 2013 to 2018. It should be
noted that, apart from the traditional two political parties contesting the elections, an

additional seven partiegelded women candidates in 2018.

Number and Proportion of Judges and Prosecutors who are Women
At 2021, there were seven female High Court judges and seven males. Within the Court of

Appeal, there were two females and three ma{8g€elable12 below)

41 hitp://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb

42 http://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb

89


http://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb
http://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb

Barbadogd/oluntary National Review 2023

Positions Total Males Females
Elected Members of Parliament 30 23 7
Members of Cabinet 26 19 7
Senators 21 13 8
Permanent Secretaries (2020) 27 8 19
Judges of High Court 14 7 7
Magistrates 10 5 5
Judges of Appeal 5 3 2

Tablel2 Select decisiomaking positions by sex for 2021
Source: Bureau of Gender Affairs

Women Appointed to Sit on Boards of Management

The disparity between men and women sitting on the boards of management of various public

and private entities continued to be an issue of concern. An Evaluation of Board Diversity in
Barbados was conducted in 2020 on behalf of the Barbados Branch of the International
22YSYy Qa4 C2NHzYd® ¢KS NBadzZ §a 2F GKS @)y S adz
nonrgovernmental organisations (6 %) and public service/statutory organisations revealed that

only approximately 29 % tife board members were female.

The ®Brecognises that additional work is required to advance SDG 5, particulargspiiot

to adolescent birthend unpaid care workThe adolescent birth ratstood at49.7 per 1,000

women aged 189in 2007, up from 45.8 per 1,000 in 20@ther areas requiring focder

additional data gatheringnclude unpaid work and domestic car®arbados obtained an

overall score of 0.83 in th€enderGap Index in the area of economic participation and
opportunity in Barbados in 2022 (by category). This indicated economic disparities between
women and men in BarbadoSlosing these gender gajgsassential for achieving gender

related SDG commitments in Badoa.. St 2¢ A& | ayl LAK24G 2F . | Nb
achieving SDG 5.
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\ {yFHLBEAK2G 2F . FNDBIFR23aQ LINE.
Ratio of femal@¢o-male mean years of educatioeceived (%) (2019) 106.8
Women Business and the Law Index Sé¢seale 1100) (2021) 76.9
Ratio d femaleto-male labour force participation rate (%) (2020) 87.6
Seats held by women in national parliament (%) (2020) 20.0
Female share of employmeintsenior and middle management (%) (201¢ 48
Gender Equity Index score (2019) 0.25
Gender Inequality Index (country ratfk) 64
Global Gender Gap Index R&nk 30
% Femalddeaded Households 47.5%

SDG 5.1.1 focuses on the legal frameworks in a cotlnatrypromote, enforce, and monitor

general equality. Barbad@s & inlfoiirdey areas highlighted ifFigurel4.

Figurel4 Political participation, accountability and gendeesponsiveness

[ Area 1: overarchingegal frameworks and public life
Area 2: violence against women
Area 3: employment and economic benefits
Area 4: marriage and family

Source: SDG National Report, 2023

822YSysy . dzaAySaa FyR GKS [lFg 02.[0 LINRPGARSA LktAde YIF{SN
opportunity and further evidence of the relationship beem legal gender equality and economic outcomes. In economies
GKSNB 62YSy TIOS tSaa RAAONAYAYlLFIGA2Y dzy RSNJ GKS ¢ INBIGS
employment and entrepreneurship, among other outcomes.

44 The Gender Ineqlity Index is a composite measure reflecting inequality between women and men in three different
dimensions: reproductive health (maternal mortality ratio and adolescent birth rate), empowerment (share of parliamentary

seats held by women and share of plaion with at least some secondary education), and labour market participation (labour

force participation rate). Source: United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Report 2021/2022.

45The Global Gender Gap Index benchmarks national gereoga@&conomic, political, education and health criteria. Source:

World Economic Forum, the Global Gender Gap Report 2022.

46 Data sources also included the Sustainable Development Report, 2022 and the Barbados National SDG Report.
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Projects & Initiatives

TheNationalCommittee for GendeBased Violence
In 2019,the GOBapproved theestablishment of a National Committee for Gerdased
Violence charged with the overall responsibility to develop strategies, initiatives and

programmes aimed at reducing gendersedviolence in all its forms.

Partnership for Peace

Efforts to address SDG 5 also target the men in our society. Through the Partnership for Peace,
our men areencouraged and supported in achieving a violdnee lifestyle Tre Partnership

for Peace, an initiative of UN Women, is a psyaghecational programme designed to
encourageoffenders to take responsibility for their violent actions and equip them with skills

to end that behaviour.

It is deemed "as a new beginning amat a punitive measure for the men, as they will be
afforded an opportunity to turn their lives around and embark on &lifaging journey that
could reap significant lorgrm benefits". Following several successful outcomes of the
initiative, a recommedation was made for women to be included as the target audience for

the programme.

The Caribbean Policy for Gendased 3
Violence in the Workplace »

The policy gives clear,

guidelines on creating a saf
environment for the confidential anc
appragoriate handling of reports of GBY
incidents, in addition to providing ¢W0M§NJW
framework for addressing challenge;ﬂlvo_“/p,q

N 7, ! ]

= 'I:PIIE Barbados Adv;:été(-)lg‘
faced by survivors of GBV in thidt \A
G2N] L I OSd ¢KAA 22AYy 0 AYyAGonkdedtdn (EBOjandtkey G KS
Caribbean Confederat of Labou(CCL), is supported by tbaited Nations Population Fund
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(UNFPAand ILO under the Spotlight Initiative, with generous funding fromuhe &iminate

all forms of violence against women and girls (VAWG) in the world of work.

Thegenderbased violence in the workplace project
This project followed Blemorandum of Understanding between UN Women and the Ministry
of Labour, Social Partnership and the Third Sector in an &ffbetighten awareness of this

type of violence in the workace.

The Spotlight Initiative

¢CKS wSIAZ2YIlf {LRGEAIKI LYAGAFGAGS SyiaAaidft SRY
Respond to Family Violence in thé NJA 0i$b@ihgyointly implemented by four UN agencies
(UNDPUNICEF, UN Women, and UNEFFPAg Spotlight Initiative has diéred approach: (1)
reforming legal procedures, (2) improving the capacity of national institutions for evidence
based violence prevention programmes, (3) expanding programmes that prevent family
violence, (4) supportinghproved service delivery to survivors of family violence, (5) enhancing
data collection, analysis, monitoring on violence against women and girls, and (6) improving
the capacity of national civil society organisations to design, implement and morgacegio

prevention programmes.

Online Initiative to Enhance Career Opportunities with an Emphasis on Women Participation

With the partnership between the government and Coursera, Barbadians can gain significant
benefits that can also enhance their digital competencies and expand their range of career
2LIR NI dzy AGASEDd ¢KS LI NIy SNARKALI ooBlinededrfigg / 2 dzNE
LI I GF2NXVas yR D2@SNYYSyidQa be¢LI Aa& RSAAITYSF

and values to be citizens of good character and competence in a digital world.

The success and impact of this initiative has paved the way lrgaerm partnership,
YENJAY3 be¢eL FYyR [/ 2d2NESNI Qa 22Ayid O2YYAlYSyi
future. As part of the initiative, Coursera and Google, a Coursera industry partner, are providing

20,000 scholarships to Barbadian women actiosgountry.
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Gender Based Violence (GBV) Referral Pathways

Barbados is one of seven Caribbean countries and territoriefdisadaunched GBV Referral
pathways with thesupportof UNFPA Barbados. GBV Referral pathways facilitate primary duty
bearers andactors with information on how to respond to GBV cases and provides guidance
for survivors of GBV on where to seek assistance and what services are available at different
referral points. GBV Pathways can include any of the following: Case Managemeént, Heal

Psychosocial, Security and Protection, Legal/Justice, and/or Economic support.

The Bureau of Gender Affairs

The Bureau of Gender Affaitmder the MPEAIs continuingts efforts to promote gender
equality and eliminate gendéased violence. Through an Act of Parliament, a National
Committee on Gender Based Violence was established in 20ib5.Committee was
established with a view to providing a more holistic an@loothtive approach to the efforts
attackling gendebased violence. THeommitteehas a mandate to develop a National Action

Plan againggenderbasedviolence.

The Bureau of Gender Affalmasalsotargeted young males from the secondary schaols
efforts to address gendeelated issues in BarbadoEheannualworkshops for young male
students were designed to introduce young males to the concepts of gender, masculinity, and
genderbased violence. These workshops were further intended to provide shesents with

an understanding of how gender and masculinity impact behaviour and can lead to acts of

genderbasedviolence.

The Bureau of Gender Affairs also recognised the need for gender discourses whthi:he
Therefore, the Bureau in collaboration with the UNDP, organised training sessions with MPEA
Heads of Sections, to sensitise key decisiakers on the concepts of gender and gender
inequality, particularly in relation to programme design and delivech. tBaining sessions will
continue toimpact the ability of men and women to avail themselves of the basic human right

to engage equally in all areas of their lives and endeavours.
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L Civil Society and NGO initiatives

The Barbags Association dfluslim Ladies

The Barbados Association of Muslim Ladies, an associate organisadtmBaifliados Muslim
Associationhas undertaken severgbrograms for women and girl$hese programs have
facilitated seminarsand workshopstargeted at empowerment. Théssociation has also
worked withother agencies in Barbados, including Institute for Gender Studies, to build out
better opportunities for young girls ameomenwithin the Muslim communitand the wider

society.

SAVE Foundation

The SAVE Foundation raisegareness of domestic violence through community outreach
programmes and sensitizes Barbadians to their rights under the Domestic Violence Protection
Orders Act and provides trainifigr stakeholders and collaborates with agencies to address
domestic viatnce, record and monitor incidents of domestic violence in Barbados and

advocates for the adoption of conventions on domestic violence.

Projects include the sensitization of domestic violence suntivdsir rights. The Foundation
also offers freanental health counseling for victims of domestic violence (including children)
and free legal advice- week workshops targeted at livelihood skills and financial management
are also offered to survivors. Since 2009, an estinfardgnine thousand49, 000) persons

were impacted by the work of the SAVE Foundation.

Barbados International Business AssociagiBiBA

BIBA, the Association of Global Business service companies in Barbados is focused on
operationalizing and actualizing theGawithin the piivate sector. The organization is involved

in several projects and initiatives related to sustainable development and corporate
responsibility. One recent initiative undertaken by the organization, in collaboration with Open
for Business, is focused on SB@sender Equality). A workshop was conducted with the
financial sector to address the needd.esbian Gays Bisexual Transgender and QUB&T )

clients and develop internal policies that respect client identities.
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The Barbados Workers Union

The BVUaddresses SDG 5 (Gender Equality) through its Gender Commtitels is actively
involved in reducing inequality in Barbados and the wider Caribbean. This Committee works on
promoting female empowerment, and gender equality, and also works to addresagay a
compensation imbalances. The committee organizes panel discussions and collaborates with
organizations including theAl, to educate members on topics related to gender equality. The
GCommittee also focuses on addressing ingrained cultural norms retatskual harassment

through a series of education and awareressing initiatives.

The BWU engages in policy discussions, particularly in relation to issues faced by @he LGBT
community, in an effort to support workers that halaeed discriminatiorbased on their

sexual preferences or gender identity. The BWU focuses on educating the public and finding
solutions to challenges within tiveorkplace andespecting individual rights. The union also
emphasizes decent work and economic growth, advocatinggfioality and equity to benefit

workers.

.dzaAySaa YR tNRFSaaA2yrt 22YS8SyQa /[ f dz
BPWQ @verriding mandate aéqual rights, social justice and empowerment of women are the
mainstay of all its projectsThe BPW executesveralprojects aimed aimplementdion of
SDG 5. The BPW has conductedledevelopmentprogramme for ovethree hundred(300)
women over the past 5 yearsTheir projects/programmeisicludea crisiscentre andhotline
which handles, rape, sexual assauitimate Partner Violence aridomestic Violencand
Suicide which begun in 1986 and ralasly. Thehotline provides counselling and is a gateway
to the BPW Shelter. Tloeisiscentre is also an information and educational arm to all the
sectors dealing with these areas includingjtitgcial, police, social workers, medical fraternity
etc. Thecrisiscentre has handled ovdwenty-thousand20,000 calls since it started. BPW
operates theshelter for abused women and their children which was started in 1999. The

shelter has housed ovéwenty-three hundred2,300 women since it started operation.

The BPW visits schools and tertiary education ingtitato discuss with students various
aspects of becoming a young lady/gentleman and providing information and awareness of

Teen Educabtn & Dating Violence, gender base violence, anger management, conflict
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resolution and introducing human rights to the youth. Thaye visited ovefifteen (15)

primary and secondary schools and {&yptertiary institutions in the padtve (5) years.
| am a Girl Barbados

¢KS aL FY DA NXofit Cdmimunity in[ SBppdrtAol Girls. bTBis/4poofit
organization dedicated to empowering young girls and giving them opportunities to lead and
create positive change. The organization provides cgdauwiding, mentorship, and guidance

to girls agedive 6) to eighteen(18), with the goal of making a lowtgrm difference in their

lives and promoting positive and letegm change in their community. Private sessions,
events, and school outreach programs are all part of the group's work, and they employ

engaging and interacevmethods such adrama therapyand experiential learning.
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| {5D ¢FNBSGAa dzy RSNJI D2 ¢

¢CKAAd RIaKo2FNR KAIKfAIKGA . I NPl R2aQ

targets under SD& Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.

LINR INB a

- Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progres' Moving away from target/ deterioratior]
Fair progress but acceleration is needed - No trend data available

- Limited or no proaress Insufficientdata/ not applicable

Targets SDG 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all woraed girls

I ND |

Progress

End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere.

Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and |

spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other typegpibitation.

Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of
services, infrastructure and social protection policies and the promotion of s

responsibility within the household and the family as nationally aptepri

OY&dNB 62YS5yQa FdzXt YR STFTSOGADS L

at all levels of decisiamaking in political, economic and public life.

Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive ri
agreed in accordance with the Programme of Action of the International Confe
on Population and Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and the ou

documents of their review conferences.

Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to@remmic resources, as well
access to ownership and control over land and other forms of property, fin

services, inheritance and natural resources, in accordance with national laws.

Adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legiskatidthe promotion of

gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls at all levels.
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SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

7

E WOy EdNB | 00Saa | OrAtloAtAdGe |
AL YyAGFGA2Y F2NJ I E€Q

TJ¢

Access to safe & Equitable Efficient Support for
affordable drinking water sanitation water- use developing
countries
Management of Protection of water
integrated water related ecosystems

Overviewof SDG 6

For several decades, Barbados hasitsasights on the design and implementatioriasfe

scale water management systems. Rated in thditigen (15) most water scece countries of

the world and especially vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, Barbados recognizes the
importance of enhancing thisland) @ater sourcesin recent years, we have experienced
saline intrusion, the decreasing recharge rates of ouifeguand drastically decreasing

ground water levels. In this regard, serious and sustained intervention is needed.

With almost 98% of the groundwater resources fully developed and with the more frequent
occurrences of drought, the island has starte@xperience some water supply issues in the

high elevation areas of the island as well as a rise in salinity levels in the coastal aquifers.

wSO23yATAy3a (GKSAS GKNBIFGa FyR GKS Aafl yRQa
aimed at mitigation, daptation and building resilience of water and wastewater systems.
Therefore we have put the following measures in place:
1 augmentationof the water supply through desalination of brackish aedwater
(23%)Public Private PartnershipPParrangement
1 dtrategic mains replacement programme to replace and rehabilitate the ageing
infrastructure to reduce the level of ngavenue water (averaging at 4Q%sequency
of bursts and disruptions in servjce
1 planned upgrades of the two existing municipal wastew&eatment plants to

tertiary level with the intention of reusing the reclaimed water for irrigation and
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groundwater recharge. This has been facilitated through approval of a Water Reuse
Policy and theecently passed Water Reuse Act.B&S$78 million grant has been
received from the Global Climate Fund (GCF) to upgrade one of the plaihts

1 aGreening Initiative has been conceptualized to increase the resilience and stability of
the water supply systems to the impacts of climate change, while nmangeahe

required service deliver standard that increases resilience at the household level.

Over 80% of our drinking water resources are related to a shallow coastal aquifer that is heavily
influenced by the sea and is very responsive to sea leveamsedrought.Despite the
challengesve face Barbados has been making significant advances under SDG 6. We have
achieved over 99% access to safe drinking water and access to sanitation services. Our progress
on SDG 6 is also linked to SB&e?o HungerSDG 5Gender Equality, SDG-Tdimate Action,

SDG 14Life below water and SDG-1%fe on Land.

The ®Bis committed to eating a sustainable, resilient water supply fitre country by
implementing renewable energy solutions, increasing water cap#uibyigh rainwater
harvesting and water storage, supporting adaptation funding, and raising awareness about

climate change and the water cycle.

Population using safely managed drinking watervices (% 99
(2020)

Population using safely managed sanitation services (%) (20| 100
Freshwater withdrawal (% of available freshwater resour 87.5

(2018)
Anthropogenic wastewater that receives treatment (%) (2018 1.2*'

47 Compiled from IDB Caribbean Water Study adstainable Development Report, 2022
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Green Paper on 2020 Water Protection and Land Use Zoning Policy
The Green Paper on the 2020 Water Protection and Land Use Zoning Policy describes the
existing groundwater protection zoning policy, outlines its strengths and shortgoraind
LINELI2ASE | ySg AydSaANIGSR FLIWINERIFOK (2 LINRPGSO
coastal watersThe new proposed water protection and land use policy is guided, inter alia, by
the following principles:

1 prevention is better than cure,

1 systematic approaches are more effective than ad hoc, and

1 policy should be guided by the best science.

The Green Paper is an integrated approach which addresses sources of pollution, uses the best
technology and practices, strengthens capacity and csedie appropriate regulatory and
legislative structure. It also proposes azoming scheme with Zones A to E, where various
activities and measures would be prescribed. Once approved, the new policy will result in:
1 stricter control of chemical usage antposal
1 sewering of communities around the Belle public supply wiith is responsible
for almost one third of our drinking water
1 reduction in the use of suck wells as the primary method of domestic wastewater
disposaland
1 new measures for developers and proposed developmemist incorporate

groundwater protection mechanisrs

National Water Reuse Policy
The @Bpromulgated the Mtional Water Reuse Policy in 20Z8e Reuse Policy is supported
by the ®Pand the WatelProtection and Land Use Zoning Policy, which call for the treatment

of all wastewater discharges.

48 Ministry of Energy. Available at: https://energy.gov.bb/projects/2020water-protectionrandland-usezoning
policy/#:~:text=land%20use%20zoning.

, The%20Green%20Paper%2®?0the%202020%20Water%20Protection%20and%20Land,water%20resources%2C%20incl
uding%20coastal%20waters.
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Water Sector Resilience Nexus for Sustainability in Barbados (VBaRIdd®Ss)

The Water SectdresiliencéNexus for Sustainability in Barbados (WSSRpFoject is fulfilling

its objectivesof creating a sustainable, resilient water supply for Barb#idse project, which

also incorporates other areas including energy and infrastructure, is due for comiol &

2024. Utilizing renewable energy technologies, WSB&t&dos will increase water security

via the installation of soldPV (photovoltaic) and backup natural gas power for pumping
stations. Additionally, the project will also implement climatglience actions in the water
sector, including enhanced filtration and enhanced water management systems. A public
awareness component will encourage more sustainable water use throughout communities in
BarbadosThe WSRN LINP 2SO0 ¢ | &CHickuStry préjdctt Yy RQa FANER

— B = E 3 1.5“ 7 '«%."___ |
v s B AL 30 > 3T o

3RCReWSReduce, Reuse and Recycle) for Climate Resilience Wastewater Systems in Barbados
The @FA A Ff a2 adzZlR2NIAYy3I GKS AYLIE SYSydaladazy 27
Climate Resilience Wastewater Systems in BarbadgSR8R/S) Project. The overall objective

of this project is to reduce the stress internal renewable water resources witteated

wastewater to increase water and food security. Additionally, it will facilitate the enhancement

of the health, welbeing and productivity of Barbadians through the use of caneartral and
climateresilient water and energy management techn@segand strategies that ensures

water is protected, managed, recycled, reused, and cons€rved

49 GCF https://www.greenclimate.fund/project/fp060
50 GCR3RCREWS. Available at: https://www.greenclimate.fund/documessgducereuseandrecycleclimae-resilience
wastewatersystemsbarbados3r-crews
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Personal Tank Programme

The Personal Water Tank Programme, managed by the Barbados Water Authority (BWA) and
launched in 2017, has provided water conservaailifies for people in Barbados. Under this

new phase of the programme, financed by tHeFGwvater storage capacity on the island will

be significantly improved by the introduction of samve thousand, four hundred and eighty

nine @,489 tank systemstK S LINP IANJ YYSZ G KA OK FINRIpjecdzy RS NJ
is being executed in collaboration with the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre

(CCCCC)

National Erosion Control and Aquifer Recharge Programme on Sugar Plantation Lands
The Barbados Agricultural Management Company (BAMC) commenced a project in 2021
aimed at combatting erosion and enhancing water resources for the sugar industry. The
National Erosion and Aquifer Recharge Programme has two components: erosion mitigation
andaquifer recharge¢ KS LINPINJ YYSQa 262S00A0Sa NS a ¥

1 mitigate and control erosion using natural methadsuch as the planting of Vetiver

(Khus Khus) Grass and Lemon Grass
1 control erosion within acres of sugarcane and other agricultural lasplscially within

natural watercourses, headlands and sloping or hilly areas, to arrest soil movement and

loss

1 capture surface water through

system of linked suck wells t Tonnes | beneficiaries Result areas:

of Energy, Food &
recharge aquifersand emissions waters security.,
, , avoided Infrastructure,
91 replenish groundwater reservoir Livelihoods

through the removal ofils and the
general cleaning and refurbishment of wells.
Noteworthy successes of this project include the more geuen ) miles of grass which was
planted to halt soil movement, reduction of flooding in St. Lucy and St. John and the increase

in water for farmers from 1 million gallons to 6 million gallons over gy&ao period.
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TheBarbados Agricultural Developmental Magagnt CooperationrBADM(is also engaged
in a pilot aquaculture programme aimed at enhancing the resilience of the agriculture sector

to climate change impacts (related to water scarcity) and reducliagee on fertilizers.

The South Coast Wateclamtionand Water Reduce Project
The ®Bis implementing &argescale watereclaimand reuse project on the soutioast. This
sustainable water initiative will transform the existing South C®estagePlant (and the
Bridgetown plant) into a futurist Water Resource Recovery Facilitadging approximately
two hundred thousand200,00Q additional3 I f f 2y a LISNJ Rl & {2 (GKAaA&
water supply.
The project will facilitate the reuse of 10 percent of the 1.98 million gallons of potable water
(which is pumped through the@astewatersystem).The projectwill also:
1 augment existing water supplies
mitigate climate change effects
reduceseawater itrusion and sea level rise

1

1

1 diversify potable water sources

1 enhane water supply resilien¢gynd
1

reduce the impact of treated effluent on marine life and the natural environment

The project will also lead to the development of a new secondary rstiticransport the
effluent from one building to a new and more advanced treatment plant nearby. This
secondary treatment will include a biological nutrient removal plant that will remove nitrogen
and phosphorous. This is of critical importance as it essimat our water is not polluted by

agricultural runoff which often leads to eutrophication.

Modernization of Water Supply Infrastructure and Wastewater Treatment Equipment Project

The Modernization of Water Supply Infrastructure and Wastewhteatment Equipment

Project has been designed to improve water supply across the country and will allaiAhe B

G2 NBKFIOGATAGIGS GKS AatlyRQa RNAY(1AYy3 g1 G§SNI
guality and resilience to mitigate the adveeséects of climate change. Investments will also

lead to improvements to the deteriorated wastewater treatment facilities. The project has a
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strong focus on the rehabilitation of aged and deteriorated leaking infrastructure, pipes, and
reservoirs. Underhie project, Barbados will replace 16km of aged pipes, reservoirs, and
pumping stations. The project also will construct a wastewater treatment plant and related
sewerage network and revitalize some key pieces of infrastructure in the environmental sector.
Additional benefits to be gained include substantial energy savings, reducing water losses (non
revenue water) in networks and an improvement in wastewater treatment operations. The

project is backed by the European Union with resources from the Europesstnhent Bank

ThePit Toilet Eradication Programme

ThePit Toilet Eradication Programme was laundhethe GOl March2019,and specifically
addresss Target6.2 by 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and
hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and
girls and those in vulnerable situatiofbkis programme also incorporates elements of climate

resiiency, particularly within the vulnerable members of our society.

The main goal of this programme wasetadicate pit latrines from the urban landscaged
replace thesdoy waterborne facilitiesThe three (3) objectives of the programme were to:
1 identify 100% of the urban residents who have pit latrine2a380,
1 reduce by 90% the number of identified pit latrines throughout the urban area for those
homeowners who own the lands on which they live by 2884
1 provide impetus for legislative change apadlicy reform throughthe provision of
information and identification of nesdfor clients who do not have landowner

permission or where the landlord cannot be identified.

The implementation of the program has revealed several challenges includingviaardlap
issues, poor property construction, unfavorable locations of properties, inadequate
supervisory resources and lack of private sector/charitable group/community group
assistance. Despite these challenges, the Pit Toilet Eradication Programmerhées didy
successful in advancing progress under &D8GeGovernment hasompleted a total ofhree
hundred and threg303) projects from 204 to 2023 under the Pit Eradicatiggmogramme

with an additional five hundred and sevewtye projects (571) tbe started.

105



Barbadogd/oluntary National Review 2023

Civil Society and NGO Initiatives

BANGO and the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre

The Barbados Association of N®&avernmental OrganisationlBANGO) is an umbrella
organisation for NGOs in Barbados. Tatonal network facilitates training in advocacy,
capacity building, compliance and grant writing. dfganisation is also working on a project
with the CCCC@hich allows their membership to learn about watelated issues including
water availabilityand water conservation techniques (for example rainwéi@mnvesting)
throughseveral workshops. This project will be extended in the future to the commuamities

schools across the island.

Barbados Muslim Association

The Water Fountains in Schools project is an initiative in collaboration witSfgand the
Barbados Childhood Obesity Prevention Coalition that started following a sangeictedin
schoolsNinety (90)percentof the respondents felt as though thesere not having the access

to clean drinking water in the public schools. As such, the Barbados Muslim Association sought
to raise funds to purchase equipment to provide clean drinking water and tawatey 20)

schools (both secondary and primary goweent schools) haviastalledwater fountains
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targets under SDG Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation

for all.

- Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progres' Moving away from target/ deterioratior]

Fair progress but acceleration is needed - No trend data available
- Limited or no proaress Insufficient data/ not applicable
Targets- SDG 6- Ensure availability and sustainalleanagement of water an( . | ND I K
sanitation for all Progress

By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinkin

for all.

By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for
end opendefecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girlg

those in vulnerable situations.

By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping
minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halvingotnartpn of

untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse glg

By 2030, substantially increase watise efficiency across all sectors and eng
sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water tgcard

substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity.

By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels.

By 2020, protect and restore watszlated ecosystems, including, forests, wetlan

rivers, aquiérs and lakes.

Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving wate

sanitation management.
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