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Opening Statement 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

sustainable development continue to bear fruit despite 

the triple threat, multiple and multiplier impacts posed 

by the Climate Crisis, the COVID-19 Pandemic, and the 

ongoing conflict in the Ukraine. Our recovery to date, is 

the direct result of our pursuit of unified and strategic 

approaches to difficulty and crisis, which are typical of 

who we are as a people. Put simply, it is what we call, 

άǘƘŜ .ŀƧŀƴ ǿŀȅΦέ   

Barbados is pursuing nationally developed policies and programmes intended to transform all 

three pillars of sustainable development - society, economy and environment.  

Our social thrust is now encompassed in the Declaration of Mission Barbados, signed by the 

trades unions, private sector umbrella bodies and the government, on May 1, 2023. Its 

objective is to ensure that Barbados becomes a sustainable, prosperous, inclusive, and resilient 

society. Declaration Mission Barbados solidified our commitment to the elevation of our 

country by 2030, through collaboration with all national stakeholders and the promotion of 

Barbados as a champion and exemplar of sustainable development locally and globally.  

Lǘǎ ǎƛȄ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ ƛƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

development that delivers value to our people and provides safety nets for the most 

vulnerable, whilst setting us on a path to more inclusive and sustainable growth with climate, 

health, social and cultural goals. As Prime Minister, I will lead in reimagining the role of the 

state as a market shaper and lever for growth, as we seek to build a fair and inclusive society 

where public health and safety are priority; a society in which no one is left behind.   

There is no doubt that the climate crisis constitutes a grave development challenge requiring 

substantial capital for adaptation, mitigation and resilience building. At the level of the 

economy, The Bridgetown Initiative, our proposal to reform the International Financial 

Architecture (IFA), aims to overcome the challenges of mobilising climate finance for 



Barbados Voluntary National Review 2023 

2 

 

vulnerable countries, particularly Small Island Developing States (SIDS).  Further, the Barbados 

Economic Recovery and Transformation (BERT) Plan and its successor BERT 2.0, a series of 

structural reforms aimed at fiscal stabilisation, reduction of debt and promotion of sustainable 

growth, are giving new impetus to our economy and creating greater levels of economic 

empowerment. Through this economic reform we will generate domestic resources for 

sustainable development activities and fighting the climate crisis.  

Conscious that recovery from exogenous shocks must have a significant environmental 

component and rest on promoting and building a resilient green and blue economy, Barbados 

is capitalising on being, not merely a small island developing state, but on maximising our 

ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǎ ŀ άƭŀǊƎŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜΦέ Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ regard, Barbados has also crafted 

indigenous responses to counteract some of the devastating effects of climate change.  

We recognise the value of the Roofs to Reefs Programme (R2RP), a sustainable development 

model that aligns to ten of the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), through the 

improvement of the social and environmental conditions of our people, while enhancing our 

resilience to the climate crisis. We are using renewable energy to meet both our targets to 

protect our natural and built environments, as well as our target of greater economic 

empowerment and intergeneration wealth for a larger number of Barbadians.  

It is encouraging that in compiling this Voluntary National Review (VNR), consultations with 

public and private sector stakeholders, as well as members of our civil society, together with a 

comprehensive review of national SDG implementation and its mainstreaming into our policy, 

programming and planning frameworks, revealed that over 90% of our strategies and policies 

are indeed aligned with the SDGs. The national SDG theme of Creating a Sustainable Future for 

Generations to Come, highlights the importance of our children and youth, but urges adults to 

take a moment for introspection and consider the consequences of their current actions.  

As Barbados presses forward with our objective of sustainable development by 2030, three 

clear imperatives emerge for us ς we must remain committed to the 2030 agenda; we must 

ōŜ ƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƪŜŜǇŜǊǎΣ ǳƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΤ ǿƘŀǘŜǾer the challenges, we must 

prioritise and accelerate our solutions to national development challenges. We must give to 

these imperatives, the urgency of now.   

The Honourable Mia Amor Mottley, S.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Barbados 
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Highlights 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is grounded in the integrated, indivisible and 

balanced nature of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable 

development. The Agenda envisages: 

 
Χŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭusive and sustainable 
economic growth and decent work for all. A world in which consumption and 
production patterns and use of all natural resources ς from air to land, from 
rivers, lakes and aquifers to oceans and seas ς are sustainable. One in which 
democracy, good governance and the rule of law, as well as an enabling 
environment at the national and international levels, are essential for 
sustainable development, including sustained and inclusive economic growth, 
social development, environmental protection and the eradication of poverty 
and hunger. One in which development and the application of technology are 
climate-sensitive, respect biodiversity and are resilient. One in which humanity 
lives in harmony with nature and in which wildlife and other living species are 
protected.  

ςTransforming Our World, The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Paragraph 
9.  

 

The Government and people of Barbados remain fully committed to this vision. Despite the 

challenges that confront us, our advancement in the achievement of the SDGs is underpinned 

by the deliberate implementation of national policies, programmes and initiatives aimed at 

fostering inclusive sustainable development.  We commit to continuing to press forward, 

recongising that delivering on the SDGs also means that, as a government we deliver on our 

own explicit development agenda.  This commitment is reinforced in our Declaration Mission 

Barbados. In this VNR, we will report on all seventeen (17) of the SDGs, highlighting where we 

have made significant progress but also identifying areas in need of acceleration.  
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.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ !ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мт {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Dƻŀƭǎ 

SDG in Focus Progress toward the Goal 

 

Barbados is making progress to eradicate extreme poverty and build resilience of the 

poor and those most vulnerable to multiple shocks and disasters in our society. Our 

social protection systems and measures are adequately structured and on target to 

provide comprehensive assistance to the poor and the vulnerable by 2030. 

Approximately 55.3% of the population was covered by at least 1 social protection 

benefit in 2021. 

 

Barbados is making meaningful progress towards achieving food security and meeting 

the nutritional needs of our people. Local food production has been enhanced and 

several initiatives are being implemented to ensure an adequate and healthy diet for 

all, especially for the poor and people in vulnerable situations. Barbados is committed 

to decreasing food imports by 25% by 2025. 

 

The health and wellbeing of citizens is of paramount importance and Barbados has 

advanced on many fronts in this regard. Our maternal, infant and child mortality rates 

are low and our life expectancy is higher than the regional average. In 2020, the current 

life expectancy was 80 years for females and 79 years for males. While non-

communicable diseases continue to pose a challenge to the health of our people, we 

are making concerted efforts to address the risk factors. Access to health care is 

facilitated by our universal healthcare system and we continue to improve on our 

health financing to further strengthen our health care system. 

 

Barbados has a strong record in providing quality education and we have advanced in 

ensuring equal access to affordable and quality education for all. Barbados achieved a 

literacy rate of 99.9% and a gross enrolment rate of 98.33 % and 105.48% in primary and 

secondary education respectively, in 2021. Our ongoing education reform agenda is 

tailored to increase the number of youth and adults with relevant skills for decent jobs, 

entrepreneurship and national development. The agenda also allows us to enhance 

learning opportunities for persons with disabilities.  

 

Women and girls are provided equal opportunities to fully participate in decision-

making across all spheres of life. However, we realise that more needs to be done to 

achieve gender equality and parity, especially in female employment in senior and 

middle management and representation in national Parliament.  In 2020, 20% of seats 

were held by women in Parliament. In addition, the female share of employment in 

senior and middle management positions was 48% in 2019. We are also making progress 

in addressing violence against women and girls and in recognizing and valuing unpaid 

care and domestic work. 
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SDG in Focus Progress toward the Goal 

 

We are well on track to achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable 

drinking water and adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all of our citizens. 

As of 2020, 99% of the population have received access to safely managed drinking water 

services. We are also making progress in implementing integrated water resource 

management, including the protection and restoration of water-related ecosystems. 

 

 

Barbados has attained universal access to modern energy services, and we are on an 

ambitious plan to become the first 100% renewable energy island state in the world 

through the implementation of the Barbados National Energy Policy (BNEP) 2019-2035. 

In 2020, 100% of the population had access to electricity and access to clean fuels for 

cooking. 

 

The Government of Barbados (GOB) continues to facilitate economic growth and 

productivity through its monetary and fiscal policies. After a decline occasioned by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we have seen sustained per capita economic growth and 

increased productivity. In 2021 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita was Barbados 

Dollars (BDS) 34,452 and unemployment stood at 8.4% in 2022.  The supportive policy 

environment has also fostered the creativity and innovation of our people and provided 

opportunities for productive employment and decent work, especially targeted at the 

youth. 

 

Considering the vulnerability of our infrastructure to extreme events and disasters, we 

are making efforts to build resilient infrastructure to sustain our industrialization. Our 

progress in upgrading infrastructure and retrofitting industries is notable, but more 

needs to be done to facilitate small- and medium-ǎŎŀƭŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎΩ access to financing. 

In 2021, 81.8% of the population had access to the internet and 122% mobile cellular 

penetration was reported.  

 

Barbados is a champion of social, economic and political inclusion and has 

demonstrated this on the global scene.  The policies of the government promote 

equality across all spheres and contribute to the empowerment of those most at risk of 

being left behind. These policies include fostering higher minimum wages for decent 

living and reduction of inequalities. In fact, the human capital index was 0.79, ranking 

Barbados at number 70 in the world.  

 

Provision of adequate, safe and affordable housing is essential to wellbeing and the 

Government of Barbados is making investment in this area. Complementary to this is 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ urban renewal/regeneration as part of our comprehensive 

Physical Development Plan (PDP) 2021 to enhance inclusive and sustained urbanization.  
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SDG in Focus Progress toward the Goal 

 

Government is facilitating the implementation of policies to assist with the adjustment 

of consumption patterns through updated legislative acts. We are making progress in 

attaining responsible consumption and production. Public-private partnerships such as 

the Sustainable Barbados Recycling Centre (SBRC) assist with the reduction of the 

volume of waste which ends up at landfill sites. Strategies to make our consumption 

and production patterns sustainable are ongoing and are being aided by raising 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ consciousness of lifestyles that promote sustainable 

development.  

 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

action are robust. We are implementing integrated climate change measures in our 

policy frameworks. The Barbados 2021 Update of the First Nationally Determined 

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ όb5/ύ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ 

greenhouse gas emissions by 70% by 2030. Our citizens have a high level of awareness 

of climate change, and we continue to enhance our technical capacity in the area of 

climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning systems in 

order to strengthen our resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and 

natural disasters.  

 

Barbados is at the forefront of promoting the economic benefit of the sustainable use 

of marine resources. To this end, we are making progress in preventing and reducing 

marine pollution and promoting responsible fishery practices, including those related 

to trade. In 2022, approximately 6,000 persons were employed in the fisheries sector 

and in 2019, fisheries contributed 0.15% to GDP. 

 

The biodiversity of our ecosystem is paramount to our sustainable development and 

Barbados is making progress in promoting sustainable use of the terrestrial ecosystem. 

We have incorporated integrated ecosystem and biodiversity values in the national 

policy framework through the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 

2020. With this plan, we are taking actions to preserve the environment and conserve 

our biodiversity.  

 

Barbados has strong institutions that promote a peaceful and inclusive society. We have 

equal access to justice and have built a culture of accountability in our people. We are 

committed to ending violence and modernising our justice systems. In 2021, the 

Homicide rate was 16.72 per 100,000 people. Additionally, in 2021, Barbados received a 

grade of 65 on the corruption perception index making Barbados the least corrupt in the 

Caribbean. Barbados continues to make progress in tackling trafficking of persons and 

illicit goods, including arms and illicit financial flows.  
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SDG in Focus Progress toward the Goal 

 

Barbados is a global leader in advocating for a revitalised Global partnership for 

Sustainable Development. Through the Bridgetown Initiative (BI), we have proposed a 

revolutionary climate finance model which aims to overcome some of the main 

shortcomings of mobilizing climate finance for climate vulnerable countries with low 

ability to raise finance, and dependence on official development assistance (ODA) or 

remittances for economic development. Nonetheless, we continue to strengthen our 

domestic resource mobilization and attract foreign direct investment for sustainable 

development, including for the SDGs. 
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Our response to COVID-19 

On March 17th, 2020, Barbados confronted the realities of the global COVID-19 pandemic as 

we recorded our first two cases of the virus. As of May 12th, 2023, more than three years later, 

Barbados has recorded 107,794 cases1. It was through the assistance of the international 

community, regional partners, the Barbadian diaspora, and those resident in the country, that 

we were able to reach, and assist some of our most vulnerable on the island. Like many 

countries in the Caribbean, the COVID-19 pandemic not only caused a public health emergency 

such as we have never experienced before, but it also decimated our economy. The impact 

was particularly felt by micro and small enterprises which are directly or indirectly linked to the 

tourism sector. In responding to the challenge, the pandemic posed to our health, economic 

and social systems, the GOB prioritized the protection of the most vulnerable in society.  

 

The aim of the GOB has been to facilitate macroeconomic stability and to build resilience to 

ensure that we are able to withstand future shocks and challenges.  While, the pandemic had 

devastating effects on our nation, our response exemplified the understanding that the only 

way to get through the toughest of times is to take definitive and strategic decisions, and to be 

our brothersΩ keeper. It was through a strong national spirit, the support of regional partners 

and the assistance of the international community, the ǳƴǿŀǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ άƘƻƳŜέ 

demonstrated by the Barbadian diaspora, that we were able to reach, and assist those in need.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/covid-19-statistics-for-april-29-to-may-12-2023/  

https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/covid-19-statistics-for-april-29-to-may-12-2023/
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Figure 1 Timeline of COVID-19 responses- phases 1 ς 3, Barbados (number of cases). 

 

Source: Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) 

 

Throughout our COVID-19 response, an inclusive and consultative approach by engagement with 

the social partnership and dialogue with the public of Barbados was adopted. 

 

The Impact of The COVID-19 Pandemic On SDG Attainment 

No doubt, tƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ SDGs. Several 

projects and initiatives, either ongoing or scheduled for upcoming implementation, were 

paused, or delayed as we prioritized our response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our financial 

system was also restructured, and funds previously allocated for specific programmes and 

projects were redirected to the health sector to address the impact of the pandemic. SDG 

acceleration will require decisive action. The GOB plans to achieve this through enhanced 

policy coherence, strengthened stakeholder relations, both in the public and private sectors, 

and improved monitoring and evaluation frameworks which adequately measure progress and 

facilitate adequate reporting on the Global Goals. The GOB remains committed to fostering an 

environment for realizing the SDGs and stimulating the necessary fiscal and economic 

transformation which are required to deliver on the 2030 Agenda.  

 

Lƴ нлнлΣ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was BDS $9.2 billion, representing an 11.6% 

decline from 2019 and due to the COVID-19 impacts. Forecasts project a slow but gradual 

recovery, with pre-pandemic levels set to return fully by 2024. GDP growth is driven largely by 
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the tourism sector, particularly in the post COVID-мф ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǘŀȄ-to-GDP ratio stood 

at 35.2% in 2020, above the average for Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) (21.9 %). 

Between 2019 and 2020, our GDP ratio increased by 1.3 percent (from 33.9 % in 2019 to 35.2 

% in 2020)2. The BERT program aims to decrease the debt-to-GDP ratio.  

 

Agriculture 2017 2018 2019R 2020R 2021P 

Total 129.5 146.4 138.5 139.1 143.6 

Sugar Cane 6.9 7.7 4 10.1 6.8 

Total Non-Sugar Agriculture 122.6 138.7 134.5 129 136.9 

Food Crops 24 36.5 37.5 38.1 36.8 

Livestock 83.8 88.3 90.8 83 92.8 

Other Cultivation 0 0 0 0 - 

Fishing 14.8 13.9 6.1 7.9 7.3 

Manufacturing     

Total 510.1 498.3 498.2 456.7 489.9 

Sugar 9.1 14 11.8 12.1 13 

Food, Beverages & Tobacco 272.5 263.4 263.1 243.8 270.5 

Wood/Wood Products 14.7 13.1 13 12.2 14.5 

Paper Products, Printing & Publishing 63.9 59.6 57.1 51.1 50.4 

Chemicals, Oil & Non-Metallic Minerals 68.3 68.4 73.6 68.5 75.2 

Metal Products & Assembled Goods 49.2 47.7 45.9 43.7 43.4 

Other Manufacturing 32.3 32.2 33.6 25.3 22.8 

Total Selected Sub-Industries 639.6 644.7 636.7 595.8 633.5 

Gross Domestic Product at Basic Prices 9,963.2 10,194.60 10,648.50 9,343.6 9,687.6 
Table 1 GDP by sub-industry 2017 ς 2021. 
Source: Barbados Statistical Service (BSS) 

 

 

                                                 
2 Revenue Statistics in Latin America and the Caribbean 2022 ς Barbados. Available at: www.oecd.org/tax/tax-policy/revenue-
statistics-latin-america-and-caribbean-barbados.pdf 
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Introduction  

Barbadians have a strong sense of culture and national identity, and the building of social 

cohesion and social capital has been the priorities of successive governments.  Emphasis has 

always been placed on sustainable development and in consequence, there is free universal 

health care, and education for all citizens from primary to tertiary levels, housing programmes 

provided by both the public and private sectors and social safety nets for the most vulnerable. 

¢ƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǊŜƛƳŀƎƛƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ƛǘǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

is more fair, inclusive, relevant, ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ όCLwaύΣ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ άŀ 

ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ, featuring 

customised lessons which match studentsΩ learning styles, will be more grounded in 

technology. The country is aiming to produce citizens who are proud of national values and 

traditions but are equipped to compete in global theatres.  

 

Barbados has transformed its economy from a traditional, agrarian-based economy at the time 

of Independence, to one that is modern and service-based, with the tourism and banking 

sectors contributing around 70% of GDP.3 With a GDP per capita of BDS $37,964.20 (World 

Bank 2022),4 our island nation is considered a high-income country. Barbados is therefore 

largely unable to access concessionary loans or grant capital for climate change adaptation and 

mitigation initiatives or for sustainable development programmes, although located within the 

hurricane belt and highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 

 

A four-month period in 2021 is indicative of the kind of environmental and climate crises which 

jeopardise development gains and stymie planning and execution of programmes. On April 10, 

the La Soufriere Volcano5 in St.  Vincent erupted and continued to erupt for weeks thereafter. 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘƛŎƪ ŀǎƘ ǇƭǳƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǘǳǊƴŜŘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƴƛƎƘǘέ ƛƴ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ 

                                                 
3 https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-
brb.pdf  
4 World Bank Indicators. Available at 
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-
brb.pdf  
5 https://bb.usembassy.gov/natural-disaster-alert-volcanic-ash-in-barbados-u-s-embassy-barbados-and-the-
eastern-
caribbean/#:~:text=Event%3A%20The%20Barbados%20Meteorological%20Services,is%20currently%20affectin
g%20the%20island  

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-brb.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-brb.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-brb.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-brb.pdf
https://bb.usembassy.gov/natural-disaster-alert-volcanic-ash-in-barbados-u-s-embassy-barbados-and-the-eastern-caribbean/#:~:text=Event%3A%20The%20Barbados%20Meteorological%20Services,is%20currently%20affecting%20the%20island
https://bb.usembassy.gov/natural-disaster-alert-volcanic-ash-in-barbados-u-s-embassy-barbados-and-the-eastern-caribbean/#:~:text=Event%3A%20The%20Barbados%20Meteorological%20Services,is%20currently%20affecting%20the%20island
https://bb.usembassy.gov/natural-disaster-alert-volcanic-ash-in-barbados-u-s-embassy-barbados-and-the-eastern-caribbean/#:~:text=Event%3A%20The%20Barbados%20Meteorological%20Services,is%20currently%20affecting%20the%20island
https://bb.usembassy.gov/natural-disaster-alert-volcanic-ash-in-barbados-u-s-embassy-barbados-and-the-eastern-caribbean/#:~:text=Event%3A%20The%20Barbados%20Meteorological%20Services,is%20currently%20affecting%20the%20island
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impacts for agriculture, the state of roads and buildings, human health, social activity, and 

resulting in the ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ international airport. Then on June 17, there was a freak 

storm during which the Barbados Meteorological Service (BMS) registered 4700 lightning 

strikes in the space of an hour.6 That was followed three weeks later, by Elsa, a Category 1 

Hurricane.7 The combined cost of cleanup, the repair of property and infrastructure resulting 

from Hurricane Elsa is currently BDS $66 million and is expected to rise to BDS $120 million as 

recovery efforts continue.  

 

Within the last two decades, Barbados has made significant progress in achieving the SDGs, 

including the implementation of numerous policies and initiatives aimed at promoting 

resilience, which allows the country to better face shocks and disasters, and enables faster, 

more comprehensive responses and recovery.  Some of the policies and initiatives on which 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ǊŜǎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {5Dǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ мт Global Goals, include the BNEP, the Public 

Sector Smart Energy Project, Barbados Blue Economy Initial Action Plan, Barbados Growth and 

Development Strategy, BERT, the R2RP, Barbados National Green Economy and the Barbados 

Sustainable Development policies, as well as policies for sustainable agriculture, food security 

and water resources protection, all of which are of critical importance in a country that is water 

scarce and is heavily reliant on food imports.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the economy of Barbados. The 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ǿƘƛch is a major source of revenue for the country8, was severely 

affected by the pandemic. The closure of borders and the implementation of travel restrictions 

resulted in a significant decline in tourist arrivals.9 As a result, many hotels and other tourism-

related businesses were forced to close, leading to a loss of 40% of jobs in that sector and 

income for many Barbadians.  

                                                 
6 https://barbados.loopnews.com/content/weather-expert-says-2021-freak-thunderstorm-could-reoccur-
607091#:~:text=The%20Barbados%20Light%20and%20Power,their%20infrastructure%20%2D%20lines%20and
%20hardware 
7 https:// today.caricom.org/2021/07/02/elsa-is-the-first-hurricane-to-hit-barbados-in-65-years-reports-of-
damage-across-the-island/  and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9JYSYcMl5w  
8 Estimated some 31%of GDP https://www.undp.org/barbados/first-impact-data  
9Impact of the COVID-Pandemic on Barbados: Available at: 
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/9880/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-barbados-economy   
https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/covid-19-impact-could-lead-to-over-4-trillion-in-losses/  

https://barbados.loopnews.com/content/weather-expert-says-2021-freak-thunderstorm-could-reoccur-607091#:~:text=The%20Barbados%20Light%20and%20Power,their%20infrastructure%20%2D%20lines%20and%20hardware
https://barbados.loopnews.com/content/weather-expert-says-2021-freak-thunderstorm-could-reoccur-607091#:~:text=The%20Barbados%20Light%20and%20Power,their%20infrastructure%20%2D%20lines%20and%20hardware
https://barbados.loopnews.com/content/weather-expert-says-2021-freak-thunderstorm-could-reoccur-607091#:~:text=The%20Barbados%20Light%20and%20Power,their%20infrastructure%20%2D%20lines%20and%20hardware
https://today.caricom.org/2021/07/02/elsa-is-the-first-hurricane-to-hit-barbados-in-65-years-reports-of-damage-across-the-island/
https://today.caricom.org/2021/07/02/elsa-is-the-first-hurricane-to-hit-barbados-in-65-years-reports-of-damage-across-the-island/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9JYSYcMl5w
https://www.undp.org/barbados/first-impact-data
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/9880/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-barbados-economy
https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/covid-19-impact-could-lead-to-over-4-trillion-in-losses/
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In response to the pandemic, the GOB implemented a series of measures aimed at mitigating 

the impact on the economy and protecting the most vulnerable in society. These measures 

include the introduction of a stimulus package to support businesses and individuals affected 

by the pandemic, the implementation of a social safety net to provide support to vulnerable 

households and the provision of financial support to the healthcare system. These initiatives 

were financed through various loan facilities amounting to BDS $1406 million, which resulted 

in an increase of public debt by 11% (Barbados Development Finance Assessment 2022).  

 

A defining feature of SIDS such as Barbados is that they are far from the centres of global 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ {L5{Ω ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƭƻǿ-volume customers 

whose distance results in high supply costs. The Global shutdowns which were caused by 

COVID-19, resulted in supply shortages and high costs for food, fuel and every commodity in 

between. These supply side challenges also drove inflationary prices. Supply-side shortages 

and high costs were ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜŘ ōȅ {L5{Ω ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜΣ ƭƻǿ 

volumes, great distance and the high costs to reach markets. The GOB continued national 

support programmes for the vulnerable, through the provision of financial support for food 

and essentials to some thousands of families.  

 

Despite the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ukraine war and the ever-

hovering pall of the climate crisis, Barbados is recovering well. The Central Bank of Barbados 

(CBB) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) both project growth10,11 of approximately 4% 

in 2023. In the following sections of this VNR, there will be a more detailed analysis of 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 

development. As we advance in our SDG implementation nationally, Barbados is also actively 

advocating for social, environmental and economic justice for other vulnerable SIDS and 

                                                 
10Outlook for the Barbados Economy. Available at:  
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlook-for-the-barbados-
economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to,further%20impetus%20to%20the%20economy  
11 IMF Reaches Staff level Agreement. Available at: 
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2023/05/12/pr23150-barbados-imf-reaches-staff-level-agreement-
with-barbados-on-the-
ŜŦŦІΥϤΥǘŜȄǘҐά¢ƘŜ҈нлŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ҈нлƎǊŜǿ҈нлǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ҈нлƛƴΣƘŀǎ҈нлŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ҈нлŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ҈нлнлмф҈нлƭŜǾŜƭǎ. 
 

http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlook-for-the-barbados-economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to,further%20impetus%20to%20the%20economy
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlook-for-the-barbados-economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to,further%20impetus%20to%20the%20economy
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2023/05/12/pr23150-barbados-imf-reaches-staff-level-agreement-with-barbados-on-the-eff#:~:text=
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2023/05/12/pr23150-barbados-imf-reaches-staff-level-agreement-with-barbados-on-the-eff#:~:text=
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2023/05/12/pr23150-barbados-imf-reaches-staff-level-agreement-with-barbados-on-the-eff#:~:text=
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developing countries. The Prime Minister, the Honourable Mia Amor Mottley, S.C., M.P. was 

appointed in 2020 as co-chair ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

Azucena Arbeleche, Minister of Economy and Finance of Uruguay. More recently, in April 2022 

the UN Secretary-General, António Gueterres, appointed Prime Minister Mottley to co-chair 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Advocates Group with the Honourable Justin 

Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada.  

 

Overall, Barbados is strongly committed to promoting sustainable development and following 

a low carbon development strategy. Our socio-economic and environmental policies and 

initiatives align with many SDGs and are designed to help us reduce our vulnerabilities to social, 

economic and environmental shocks, thereby achieving a more sustainable future, while 

always ensuring the provision of support to the most vulnerable members of our society. Our 

goal is a resilient economy; an environment which is protected for this and future generations; 

and a prosperous inclusive society with happy, self-actualised citizens.  
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The Dimensions of Sustainable Development, a Barbados Context 

The three dimensions of sustainable development: environmental, social and economic, are 

embedded in our approaches to development. On the environmental front, Barbados has 

implemented several policies and initiatives to protect our natural resources, such as the Blue 

Economy Roadmap, which oversees the management, conservation and development of the 

Blue Economy.   

 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ IǳƳŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴŘŜȄ 

(HDI), ranking number 70 out of 19112 countries in the 2021 Human Development Report with 

a strong focus on universal education and healthcare13. The GOB has also implemented several 

programmes to support vulnerable populations such as the Poverty Alleviation and Reduction 

strategy. As a services-based economy, the tourism sector contributes significantly to the GDP. 

In 2019, according to the Central Bank of Barbados (CBB), 17.5% of our GDP was attributed to 

the tourism sector. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the contribution decreased sharply to as 

low as 2.8% in 2021 due to restrictions on travel and dampened demand. However, the country 

has been working to diversify its economy further and reduce its dependence on this sector 

through initiatives such as the Blue Green Economy Scoping Study and Initial Action Plan, which 

identifies opportunities and strategies for green growth. Overall, we recognize the 

interconnectedness of the three dimensions of sustainable development and are working to 

balance economic growth with environmental protection and social progress. 

 

Our Social Context  

Population dynamics 

Barbados population, estimated at 281, 995 is relatively aged, with 16% of the population over 

the age of 65, 66% between 15 and 64 years old, and only 16% below the age of 1514. Between 

2021 and 2022, our population grew at an annual average rate of 0.15%. Barbados has a fairly 

balanced population of males and females, with a slightly larger female population in most age 

groups, as seen in Figure 215. 

                                                 
12 https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/country-insights#/ranks  
13 https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/human-development-index#/indicies/HDI 
14 Trading Economics. Available at:https://tradingeconomics.com/barbados/indicators-wb-data.html?g=health  
15 Population pyramid, Barbados. Available at: https://www.populationpyramid.net/barbados/2021/ 

https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/country-insights#/ranks
https://tradingeconomics.com/barbados/indicators-wb-data.html?g=health
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Year 

  

End-of-Year 

Population Birth Rate Death Rate 

Rate of 

Natural 

Increase 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate of 

Population 

Growth 

('000 persons) (Per 1000 pop.) (Per 1000 pop.) (Per 1000 pop.) (Per 1000 births) (%) 

2010 276.3 12.2 8 4.2 10.1 0.2 

2011 276.8 11.8 8.8 3 13.7 0.2 

2012 277.7 11.5 8.7 2.8 11 0.1 

2013 277.5 10.9 8.2 2.7 7.3 0.2 

2014 276.9 10.5 9.3 1.2 10 -0.2 

2015 276.3 10.4 9.2 1.2 8 -0.2 

2016 275.4 9.2 9.4 -0.2 13.5 -0.3 

2017 274.5 9.4 9.6 -0.2 8.9 -0.3 

2018 273.5 8.8 9.3 -0.5 9.1 -0.4 

2019 272.3 9.5 10.6 -1.1 7.3 -0.4 

2020 270.9 8.7 10 -1.3 6.4 -0.5 

2021 269.4 8.2 9.2 -2.5 11.3 -0.6 

Table 2 Population and Demographic Statistics for Barbados 2010-2021 

(Compiled from data obtained by the Barbados Statistical Service). 

 

Figure 2 Barbados Population Pyramid 2021 
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Barbados faces a challenge of its ageing population and declining fertility rates16 as shown in 

Table 2, which may affect our economic and social development in the future. The GOB has 

implemented various policies and programmes to address these challenges. In addition, the 

GOB has established the National Population Commission which has posited several 

recommendations including longer periods of maternity leave, establishing rights of fathers to 

take paternity leave and offering tax concessions for families with dependent children. Also 

included in those recommendations were measures to encourage repatriation of citizens in 

the diaspora through increased job opportunities and increased ease of doing business, and 

the continuity of the Barbados Network Programme which allows the tax-free importation of 

vehicles and other belongings by repatriated nationals17. 

 

 

Human Development 

Barbados has made notable progress in 

each of the HDI indicators, positioning 

us among the countries with high HDIs. 

Over the past decade, Barbados has 

made significant progress in increasing 

our HDI value from 0.764 in 2010 to 0.8 

in 2021.  Access to universal health care 

and education up to tertiary level have 

been considered as priority for the GOB and has contributed to the progress being seen. Life 

expectancy at birth has also increased steadily over the past 20 years, with an average increase 

of 2.2 years between 2000 and 2020.  

                                                 
16 Trading Economics. Available at:https://tradingeconomics.com/barbados/fertility-rate-total-births-per-woman-wb-
data.html 
17  Draft Recommendations of the National Population Commission. Available at 
https://barbadosdigital.com/news/draft-barbados-population-commission-report-published 

https://tradingeconomics.com/barbados/fertility-rate-total-births-per-woman-wb-data.html
https://tradingeconomics.com/barbados/fertility-rate-total-births-per-woman-wb-data.html
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Education 

Barbados has achieved Universal Education 

and has seen an increase in enrolment in the 

pre-primary level, from 57% in 2000 to 94% 

in 2020. At the secondary level, enrolment 

has been consistent at 98%, while at the 

tertiary level, it stood at 40% in 2020.  

 

We boast of a well-developed education system that emphasizes lifelong learning, critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills. As a government, our focus areas in education now include 

improving the quality of education, increasing access to tertiary education and promoting 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) education to support our 

long-term plans of developing a Blue Green Economy. Additionally, the country aims to bridge 

the gender gap by encouraging more women to pursue careers in STEAM fields. We also seek 

to improve the transition from education to employment, by enhancing vocational training 

programmes and aligning education curricula with the needs of the labour market. 

 

Health 

An important feature of our healthcare system is that from 2018, Barbados began upgrading 

its system of polyclinics to increases access to services and reduce wait times at the Queen 

Elizabeth Hospital. This system facilitated the  24 hour opening of some polyclinics. We have 

also made significant strides in improving our health indicators over the past few years. The 

average life expectancy in Barbados is 79 years, with females having a 5-year lead life 

expectancy at birth. Maternal health rates have also shown significant improvement, with 

100% coverage on births attended by skilled staff. The mortality rate in Barbados is 12.6 per 

1000 live births, under 5 mortality rate is 13.8 to 1000 live births. One out of four children (0-

5 months) in Barbados are exclusively breastfed. The adolescent fertility rate (births per 1000 

teenagers between the ages of 15-19) has decreased from 33.5 in 2017 to 26.29 in 2020.   
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The GOB has implemented capacity-building policies and other interventions through the 

World Health Organization (WHO) to address morbidity and mortality rates in the country, and 

our adherence to regional health cooperation agreements has contributed to an improvement 

in the health sector. Despite progress in several aspects of our national health profile, we have 

seen persistent rates of obesity in children and adolescents and Diabetes Mellitus. One out of 

10 children (10%) under 5 years old is overweight. There are also challenges with obesity and 

the prevalence of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in our adult population. It has been 

reported that one quarter of all adults in Barbados have a NCD, and these diseases are 

invariably responsible for 83% of all deaths in the country18. As a result, government has 

formulated a National NCD Commission to provide strategic guidance and oversight for the 

prevention and control of non-communicable diseases. 

 

                                                 
18 ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ bƻǘ wŜŀƭƭȅ aǳŎƘ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƻƴ b/5ǎέτExploration of Knowledge and 

Attitudes of Health Professionals on a Climate Change-NCD Connection in Barbados: Available at: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6982231/#:~:text=One%20quarter%20of%20all%20adults,%2Dcommunica
ble%20disease%20%5B29%5D. 
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Our Economic Context  

Tourism is the largest income earner for Barbados, employing around 30% of the workforce 

(Figure 3)Φ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ǿŀǊƳ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊƛŎƘ 

cultural heritage. We have been successful at positioning our country as a premium, quality 

tourism destination, attracting visitors from around the world, particularly from the United 

States, the United Kingdom and Canada.  

(Compiled from data obtained by the Barbados Statistical Service (BSS)19) 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic, however, has had a significant impact on the tourism industry, with 

a sharp decline in international travel and ultimately in visitor arrivals and revenue as seen in 

Figure 4. An uncertain international economic environment had emerged, leading to volatile 

financial markets. Countries were forced to adopt various restrictive measures, including 

closing their borders temporarily to international travel. Long stay tourist arrivals saw a great 

decline in passenger arrivals of 71% from 692,658 in 2019 to 195,102 in 2020 and further to 

144,833 in 2021. In 2019, Tourism contributed 17.5% to GDP with an estimated contribution 

of BDS $1,409.9 million to the economy 20. The average contribution from tourism to GDP for 

2020 was 6.2% and fell to 2.8% at the end of the year 2021.This reduction in arrivals 

contributed severely to an 18% contraction of the economy in 202021.  

                                                 
19 https://stats.gov.bb/subjects/economic-statistics/gross-domestic-product/gdp-by-sub-industry/ 
20 Barbados exchange rate to the US is approximately 2 to 1  
21 https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/g431_e.pdf    

Figure 3 Barbados GDP by select industries 2016 ς 2021. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/g431_e.pdf
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Figure 4 Long-stay Tourist Arrivals Over a Four Year Period 

 

Source: Central Bank of Barbados  

 

To mitigate the impact of the pandemic, in 2021 the government launched several initiatives 

to support the tourism industry, including a travel bubble with select countries and a vaccine 

tourism programme. In July 2021, Barbados recorded over 10,000 air passenger arrivals after 

months of a slump caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  According to the Caribbean 

Development Bank (CDB), the Barbados economy is expected to see continued economic 

growth in 2023 due to the continued expansion in tourism and private sector investments, 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻƴ-going public investment programme22.  

 

The GOB has announced a plan to transition to 100% renewable energy by 2030. To achieve 

energy efficiency, the GOB has been investing in solar and wind power, as well as other 

measures such as retrofitting buildings. This is expected to generate savings in the importation 

costs of fossil fuels, while also advancing our climate goals.  

 

                                                 
22 http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlook-for-the-barbados-
economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to,further%20impetus%20to%20the%20economy. 

http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlook-for-the-barbados-economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to,further%20impetus%20to%20the%20economy
http://www.centralbank.org.bb/news/article/11257/outlook-for-the-barbados-economy#:~:text=The%20economy%20is%20expected%20to,further%20impetus%20to%20the%20economy
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The renewable energy drive is aligned 

with Goal 7 of the SDGs, which aims to 

ensure access to affordable, reliable, 

sustainable and modern energy for all 

citizens. By transitioning to renewable 

energy, we are promoting energy 

security, climate resilience and 

economic growth. 

 

Our Environmental Context  

As a SIDS, we are particularly vulnerable to climate change and natural disasters. More 

specifically, our island faces several environmental challenges, including rising sea levels, ocean 

acidification, and extreme weather events such as hurricanes and tropical storms. These 

challenges threaten our infrastructure, coastal ecosystems, and the livelihoods of our people, 

particularly those in the tourism and fisheries sectors. During the period 2000 to 2021, over 8, 

000 people were affected by disasters and the financial impact was in excess of BDS $10.4 

million (See Figure 5).  

Source: Adapted from: OCHA Barbados Country Profile, May 2022. 

 

In Barbados, Hurricane Elsa in 2021 affected more than 3, 000 people and caused extensive 

damage to infrastructure, costing the government over BDS $66 million in repairs thus far and 

expecting to rise to BDS $120 million. The 2021 La Soufriere's volcanic eruption in Saint Vincent 

Solar Farm in Trents, St. Lucy, Barbados 

Figure 5 Disaster Mapping in Barbados (2010 ς 2021). 
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and the Grenadines also negatively impacted Barbados. Across the island, volcanic ash fall 

disrupted day-to-day activities for almost two weeks and resulted in large-scale clean-up 

efforts. The Ministry of Finance, Economic Affairs and Investment (MFEAI) estimated the initial 

cost of the ash fall to the economy at approximately BDS $87.1 million23 with the construction, 

wholesale and retail, accommodation, food services and transportation sectors facing the 

brunt of the economic fallout24. 

 

According to global experts, there has been increased tropical cyclone activity in the North 

Atlantic region and this can be directly related to climate change. At 130 N, 590 W, our location 

at the southern end of the hurricane 

belt makes us susceptible to severe   

impacts of these storms during the 

annual Hurricane Season (June 1 ς 

November 30). We are not only 

susceptible to storms and hurricanes 

but also other natural hazards 

including earthquakes and drought as 

seen in Figure 625.  

 

 

 

As a result of our experiences, we recognize the importance of sustainable development. As 

such, our national policies and programmes reflect a position of reducing our vulnerability to 

risks while promoting economic growth coupled with social and environmental responsibility. 

The GOB has developed many policies and programmes aimed at promoting sustainable 

development and protecting the environment.  

 

 

                                                 
23 Approximately US 44 million 
24 Barbados Economic Recovery and Transformation (BERT) Plan, 2022. 
25 Climate Knowledge Portal. Available at: 
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/barbados/vulnerability#:~:text=Related%20effects%20of%20storms
%20and,is%20located%20on%20the%20coast. 

Figure 6 Average annual natural hazard occurrence for 1980 ς 2020 
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Two key policies are: 

 

¶ The National Sustainable Development Policy ς providing a framework for sustainable 

development with a focus on promoting economic growth, social inclusion and 

environmental sustainability; and 

¶ The National Climate Change Policy ς aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 

increasing resilience to the impacts of climate change. 

 

The GOB is also implementing sustainable land use practices, which will diversify our economy, 

to include agroforestry and sustainable agriculture, in line with SDG 15 (Life on Land). 

Additionally, we are promoting sustainable tourism practices, such as ecotourism and 

responsible tourism, in line with SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) and SDG 12 

(Responsible Consumption and Production). 

 

We remain fully committed to achieving the SDGs as we implement our national development 

priorities, which are articulated in Declaration Mission Barbados.  

 

Declaration Mission Barbados 

On 1 May 2023, the Social Partnership comprising government, workers and employers, signed 

the Declaration of Mission Barbados which has a vision to collectively transform the country 

into a sustainable, prosperous, inclusive and resilient society by the year 2030. While 

acknowledging the development challenges of global and national scope that the country is 

faced with, chiefly categorized as: an unhealthy planet in crisis; a constantly changing value 

system, which threatens social cohesion; food and water insecurity; deteriorating physical and 

mental health and pockets of social instability; development deficit that has spawned financial 

marginalization and worker vulnerability; and inequitable digital access and slow technological 

conversion, the Declaration challenges Barbadians to shift mindsets towards engaging as 

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

To address these challenges and much in alignment with the tenets of the 2030 Agenda, the 

Social Partners agree to implement Mission Barbados by pursing the following objectives: 
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I. By 2030, become a clean and beautiful large-ocean state, championing sustainable development 

locally and globally ς with the goal of all domestic activities becoming 100% sustainable by 2035. 

II. By 2030, transform Barbados into a country of active, involved citizens. All Barbadians will feel 

empowered and engaged in the social, economic, and cultural development of the country as 

confident, creative, compassionate and entrepreneurial citizens. 

III. By 2030, ensure that every Barbadian has equitable and reliable access to clean water and nutritious 

food that are affordable.  

IV. By 2030, create a society that prioritizes wellness and happiness. Improve public health and safety, 

leading to a 50% reduction in new cases of non-communicable diseases and a 50% reduction in crime. 

V. By 2030, empower and enfranchise all Barbadian workers and families by creating opportunities for 

ownership and wealth creation that enable Barbadians to take better care of themselves and each other 

and reduce the rate of poverty by 50%. 

VI. By 2030, transform Barbados to be a high-functioning, resilient society with seamless access to 

services and meaningful digital inclusion for all Barbadians. 

 

The Policy and Enabling Environment  

Since adopting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the GOB has worked diligently 

to incorporate the principles of Sustainable Development and the 17 SDGs into its national 

policies and programmes. These include policies at the national level, sector-specific policies, 

cross-sectoral programmes and sector-specific initiatives which benefit the national 

community. This indicates a robust policy and enabling environment which is key in advancing 

progress under the Global Goals. Here, we highlight some of our keystone national policies 

which articulate our efforts to integrate the SDGs into national development objectives.  

 

The Roof to Reefs programme (R2RP) and the Barbados Economic and Recovery 

Transformation Plan (BERT) are two stellar initiatives that are currently being implemented by 

the GOB to assist with the achievement of the SDGs. Many of these initiatives cannot be 

positioned neatly under one SDG and have cross-cutting elements related to the areas of 

climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction, advancing economic prosperity as well as 

financing the SDGs. We have taken deliberate steps to effectively integrate economic, social, 

and environmental issues across several initiatives in pursuit of more sustainable development 

outcomes and within the context of leaving no one behind in the development space. 
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SDGs Policies, Plans Initiatives, Programmes and Projects 

SDG 1: No Poverty 

 

 

1. Barbados Social Protection System 
2. Barbados Social Protection Policy, Strategy and Implementation Plan 

for a Rationalised National Social Protection System (BARSPIP) 2021 
ς 2024 

3. Barbados COVID-19 Response and COVID Related Budget Support  
4. The Adopt Our Families Programme 
5. E-Training Programme on Social Protection and Quantitative 

Techniques to support the Implementation of CODI (Core Diagnostic 
Instruments ς related to Social Protection) in Barbados 

SDG 2: Zero Hunger 

 

 

6. The Barbados One Million Trees Food Security and Mitigation 
Initiative 

7. St. Barnabas Accord 
8. The Barbados/ Guyana Food Terminal (Logistics Food Hub) 
9. CARE (Community Agricultural Response and Empowerment) Project 
10. Farmers Empowerment and Enfranchisement Drive (FEED) 
11. HOPE Agricultural Training Project 
12. Increasing Access to Climate Smart Agriculture 

SDG 3: Good Health and 

Well Being 

 

13. National Strategic Plan for Health 2017 ς 2022 
14. National Strategic Plan for the Prevention and Control of Non-

Communicable Diseases 2020 ς 2025 
15. New Health Financing Model  
16. State of the Art Facility for School Meals Programme 
17. Barbados National Action Plan on Combating Antimicrobial 

Resistance 2017-2022 

Goal 4: Quality Education 

 

18. Education Reform Agenda: Reimaging Education 
19. National Transformation Initiative 
20. нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΩ IǳōΧ [ƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ in Action 
21. /ƻŘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΥ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ {¢9!a ŦƻǊ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΩ 

Initiative 
22. Introduction of Coding in Nursery. Primary, Special and Secondary 
{ŎƘƻƻƭǎΧ YŜȅ ǘƻ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ IǳƳŀƴ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ 

Goal 5: Gender Equality 

 

 

23. National Committee of Gender-based Violence  
24. Project On Gender-Based Workplace Violence 
25. Gender Based Violence (GBV) Referral Pathways 
26. Online Initiative to Enhance Career Opportunities with an Emphasis 

on Women Participation 

Goal 6: Clean Water and 

Sanitation 

 

 

27. Green Paper on 2020 Water Protection and Land Use Zoning Policy 
28. National Water Reuse Policy 
29. Water Sector Resilience Nexus for Sustainability in Barbados (WSRN 

S-Barbados) 
30. Roofs to Reef Programme (R2RP) ς Water Component 
31. Modernization of Water Supply Infrastructure and Wastewater 

Treatment Equipment Project 
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SDGs Policies, Plans Initiatives, Programmes and Projects 

32. South Coast Water Reclaim and Water Reduce Project 
33. National Erosion Control and Aquifer Recharge Programme on Sugar 

Plantation Lands 
Goal 7: Affordable and 

Clean Energy 

 

 

34. Barbados Energy Policy 2019 ς 2030 
35. Public Sector Smart Energy Programme (PSSEP) 
36. Sustainable Energy Investment Programme (Phase II)/ Energy Smart 

Fund II 
37. Residential Energy Efficiency Programme (REEF) 
38. Barbados Energy Local Content Project 
39. Home Ownership Providing Energy (HOPE) Project   

Goal 8: Decent Work and 

Economic Growth 

 

 

40. Barbados Economic Recovery and Transformation (BERT) Plan 2022: 
Fiscal Year 2022/23-Fiscal Year 2026/27 

41. Disaster Risk Financing Initiatives -  
42. Financial Resilience in the Central Bank of Barbados 
43. Financial Resilience of the Insurance Sector and Stress-Testing of 

Insurance Corporations to Climate Change Effects 
44. wŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀōƻǳǊ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ όL[hύ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ 

and Harassment Convention 
Goal 9: Industry, 

Innovation and 

Infrastructure 

 

 

45. Strategic Platform to Promote Sustainable Energy Technology 
Innovation, Industrial Development and Entrepreneurship in 
Barbados 

46. BLOOM ς /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ /ƭŜŀƴǘŜŎƘ /ƭǳǎǘŜǊ 
47. Barbados Port Community System (PCS) Project 
48. Barbados Building Standards Authority  

Goal 10: Reduced 

Inequalities 

49. The Charter of Barbados 
50. The Spirit of Speightstown: From Inequality and Vulnerability to 

Prosperity for All and the Bridgetown Covenant 
51. Recreational and Rehabilitative Facility for Persons with Disabilities 

Goal 11: Sustainable 

Cities and Communities 

 

  

52. The 2021 Physical Development Plan Amendment 
53. R2RP Shelter Component 
54. Housing Assessment ς Operation Seek and Secure Project 
55. National Fruit Orchard 
56. Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan 
57. Policy, Regulatory Framework and Technical Guidelines for Solid 

Waste Management Facilities 
58. Gully Ecosystem and Restoration Project 
59. Waste-to-Energy Assessment 
60. Waste Management - Moving Waste Collection from Manual to 

Efficient and Safer Mechanical Operation 
Goal 12: Responsible 

Consumption and 

Production 

61. Barbados Port Development Infrastructure Waste-to Energy Project 
62. Production of Bio Energy (Bio-gas and Hydrogen) to enhance Natural 

Gas Supply Resilience 
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SDGs Policies, Plans Initiatives, Programmes and Projects 

 63. National Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Emergency 
Response Plan 

64. Pesticide Container Management Scheme 
65. Implementing Sustainable Low and Non-Chemical Development in 

Small Island Developing States (Islands) Project 
Goal 13: Climate Action 

 

 

66. 2nd National Communication to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) ς Barbados National 
Determined Contributions 

67. The Barbados Comprehensive Disaster Management (CDM) Country 
Work Programme (CWP) 2019 ς 2023 

68. Regional Logistics Hub to Strengthen Emergency Preparedness and 
Response 

69. Green Climate Finance Bank 
70. R2RP  

Goal 14: Life Below Water 

 

71. Blue Economy (BE) Roadmap 
72. Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Plan  
73. Ratification of the Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-Based 

Sources and Activities  
74. .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ .ƭǳŜ .ƻƴŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ hŎŜŀƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΧ ¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ 5Ŝōǘ 

into Ocean Conservation 
75. The Barbados National Coastal Risk Information and Planning 

Platform 
76.  R2RP ς Ecosystems Component 
77. New Fisheries Regulations 
78. CORVI (Climate and Ocean Risk Vulnerability Index) for Barbados 
79. Coral Replanting Initiative 

Goal 15: Life on Land 

  

80. Ecosystems Based Adaptation and Nature Based Solutions 
81. National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2020 
82. Renovation of the National Botanical Gardens 
83. The Clean and Green Initiative - National Beautification Project 
84. Soil Care Project 
85. Community Empowerment & Environmental Project ς 

Environmental Action and Community Empowerment 
Goal 16: Peace, Justice 

and Strong Institutions 

 

86. Modernization of the Public Sector 
87. Digital Transformation of the Public Sector 
 

Goal 17: Partnerships for 

the Goals 

 

88. The Bridgetown Initiative for Climate Financing and Sustainable 
Development 

89. ¢ƘŜ LaCΩǎ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 

 

https://www.thegef.org/project/implementing-sustainable-low-and-non-chemical-development-sids-islands
https://www.thegef.org/project/implementing-sustainable-low-and-non-chemical-development-sids-islands
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Our commitment to achieving the SDGs is also highlighted by our efforts to monitor and track 

progress at a national level. The Rapid Integrated Assessment (RIA) and the National SDG 

Report, both completed in April 2023, point to substantial progress in the attainment of all 17 

SDGs. The findings of the RIA, which mapped SDG targets against more than 25 policy 

documents, report a 92% percent SDG target alignment (see Table 3).  

 

 Alignment 

SDG Full % Partial % None % Full & 
Partial 

Total 
% 

1: No Poverty  3 75 1 25 0 0 4 100 

2: Zero Hunger 3 60 2 40 0 0 5 100 

3: Good Health and Well-  
     being  

3 38 3 38 2 25 6 75 

4: Quality Education 7 100 0 0 0 0 7 100 

5: Gender Equality 3 60 1 20 1 20 4 80 

 6: Clean Water and    
      Sanitation 

2 33 3 50 1 17 5 83 

7: Affordable and Clean  
     Energy 

3 100 0 0 0 0 3 100 

8: Decent Work and  
     Economic Growth 

4 40 6 60 0 0 10 100 

9: Industry, Innovation and  
     Infrastructure 

0 0 4 80 1 20 4 80 

10: Reduced Inequality 3 60 2 40 0 0 5 100 

11: Sustainable Cities and  
       Communities 

6 86 1 14 0 0 7 100 

12: Responsible  
       Consumption and  
       Production 

5 63 3 38 0 0 8 100 

13: Climate Action 3 100 0 0 0 0 3 100 

14: Life Below Water 5 71 2 29 0 0 7 100 

15: Life on Land 5 63 3 38 0 0 8 100 

16: Peace and Justice Strong  
       Institutions 

2 22 5 56 2 22 7 78 

17: Partnerships for the Goals 3 27 6 55 2 18 9 82 

All SDGs 60 54 42 38 9 8 102 92 

Table 3 {5D ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ όǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭύ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
Source: Adapted from the RIA Report, 2023. 
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.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ progress, as captured in the Sustainable Development Report 2022, ranks us at #73 

out of 163 countries, with a score of 70.3, well above the regional average of 69.5 (Figure 7). 

The GOB remains steadfast in involving our citizens in the process of national policies and 

programmes formulation. This inclusive, multi-sectoral and robust policy framework and 

enabling environment will ensure our continued success in advancing progress towards the 

Global Goals. 

Figure 7 .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ {5D ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ нлннΦ 

 

(Source: Sustainable Development Report, 2022; From Crisis to Sustainable Development: the SDGs as Roadmap to 2030 and 
Beyond). 

 

Engagement with the SDGs 

¢ƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ όtahύ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ Ƙŀǎ ŜƳōŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀǘŀ-driven approach to 

measuring progress towards the achievement of the SDGs. In consultation with key technical 

personnel from each Ministry, the 17 SDGs have been carefully mapped and aligned to 

Ministries, with several SDGs falling under the remit of two or more Ministries. Furthermore, 

the PMO in collaboration with all state Ministries have adopted core SDG Indicators for 

reporting in a concerted effort to enhance our data collection and analysis systems as we 

monitor our progress on the SDGs.  

 

Yet, the GOB remains mindful of the challenges that hinder adequate data collection for 

measuring our progress in achieving the Global Goals. Recognising these challenges, the GOB 
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remains committed to refining and improving data collection mechanisms and statistical 

ecosystem in general. 

 

VNR Methodology and Process 

Lƴ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ±bw 26, the GOB undertook several key actions. We 

recognized that multi-sectoral cooperation is required to advance the SDGs and in April 2021, 

an SDG Working Group was commissioned. This Working Group is tasked with the 

responsibility to localize the SDGs, and develop and refine methods for inter-agency 

collaboration, SDG monitoring and reporting systems.  

 

The Working Group commissioned the RIA study in 2023, which measured the alignment of 

our national policies and other supporting documents to the SDGs. The RIA Report, 

coordinated by the United Nations System Team for Barbados, was completed in April 2023. 

Additionally, through the support of ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 

Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean, a National SDG Report was commissioned in late 2022 

and this report detailed our progress on all 17 SDGs. Building on the findings of the RIA and 

National SDG Report, the GOB received technical assistance in April 2023 from the Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in the conduct of the VNR. A critical 

component of the VNR process was the stakeholder consultations held with members of our 

public and private sectors as well as civil society organizations. These engagements enriched 

the process and have informed our VNR report. The timeline of VNR activities is highlighted in 

Figure 8.  

 

 

 

                                                 
26 Barbados made its first VNR presentation to the UN High-level Political Forum in July 2020. Since this 
presentation was in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, Barbados virtually presented a Ministerial 
statement.  
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Figure 8 Timeline of VNR activities in Barbados. 

 
 

Stakeholder engagement 
 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tahΣ ǘƘŜ Dh. ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

{5DǎΦ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±bw ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлно ǿƛǘƘ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ {ƛȄ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ bƻƴπDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴǎ όbDhǎύΣ 

ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǝŎŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ The consultations 

ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ рtΩǎΥ tŜƻǇƭŜΣ tƭŀƴŜǘΣ tǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΣ tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦ ! ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {5Dǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ рΣ нлноΣ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ .ŀǊōŀŘƛŀƴǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

ǘƘŜ {5DǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻΥ 

¶ Foster ownership of the SDGs in Barbados ς raise awareness of the SDGs and 

ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ-term investment in the 

SDGs. The sessions also allowed stakeholders to review the VNR report. 

¶ Identify and gather data ς Utilize engagement sessions to collect quantitative and 

qualitative data on the activities of stakeholders contributing to the achievement of the 

SDGs; and 

¶ Create opportunities for collaboration ς Provide groups involved in implementing the 

SDGs the chance to share challenges and solutions, while identifying policy and 

implementation gaps. 

 

 

SDG Working Group 
April 2021

National SDG 
Mapping 

commenced Sept 
2022

RIA Mapping 
commenced Jan 

2023

RIA & National SDG 
Reports completed 

April 2023

Stakeholder 
Consultations 

(Virtually and In-
Person)

May 2023

VNR Report June 
2023
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Stakeholder 

Consultations 

(virtual) with 

stakeholders under 

ǘƘŜ ΨtŜƻǇƭŜΩ ǘƘŜƳŜ 

held on May 17, 

2023. 

Stakeholder 

Consultations 

(virtual) with 

stakeholders under 

ǘƘŜ ΨtǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ 

ΨǘƘŜƳŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 

May 18, 2023. 
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Stakeholder 

Consultations 

(virtual) with 

stakeholders under 

ǘƘŜ ΨtŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨǇƭŀƴŜǘΩ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ 

held on May 19, 

2023. 

National 

Stakeholder 

Consultations 5 

June, 2023. 
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SDG 1: No poverty 
 

Ψ9ƴŘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΩ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of SDG 1  

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ development model is a deep commitment to social cohesion which 

is predicated on tackling the systemic challenges impacting economic and social 

enfranchisement. Our policies and programmes are deliberately designed to foster poverty 

eradication, reduce inequality and protect vulnerable communities. Despite the fiscal 

constraints brought on by the COVID 19 pandemic, the GOB deliberately chose to spend 

approximately BDS $77 million shielding Barbadian families from the impact of the pandemic 

and climate change.  This included BDS $31 million for the Welfare Department and over BDS 

$20 million to support vulnerable households. This was buttressed by the expansion and 

introduction of new NIS benefits where government supported the scheme to pay out more 

than BDS $150 million in unemployment benefits. 

  

The GOB responded to the effects of COVID-19 with a range of measures, including: 

¶ a Household Survival Programme for 1,500 households who had no income due to 

COVID. This BDS $20 million programme provided up to BDS $600 per month for six 

months and was extended once the ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ or 

remained the same;  

¶ a 40 per cent increase in all social assistance rates and fees paid, for a total cost of BDS 

$10 million. Over 18,000 Barbadians applied for assistance;  

¶ eƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΩ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘions were deferred for 3 months for those keeping 

at least 2/3 of their employees;  

Extreme 
poverty 

Building resilience of 
the poor & vulnerable 

Social 
protection 

Equal access to education, 
health, food, water & 

sanitation 

Vulnerability to 
climate-related 
extreme events 

Mobilization 
of resources 

Access for all to 
social services and 

economic resources 
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¶ a BDS $20 million Small Business Wage Fund was also set up ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ 

wages;  

¶ unemployment benefits were extended to the self-employed, paying BDS $1,500 for 

the months of April and May 2020; 

¶ the Shelter for Abused Women being defined as an essential service allowing persons 

in abusive relationships to access the services of the Shelter; 

¶ accessible medical services were provided to the homeless with the assistance of the 

Ministry of Health and Wellness (MHW); 

¶ mental health support services were provided to the vulnerable populations through 

the national hotline by a support team and; and 

¶ the Barbados Family Planning Association was allowed to remain open as an essential 

service. The organisation used curb side pickup for contraceptives as well as 

telemedicine for persons who wanted information on sexual and reproductive health. 

It allowed its clients to access services via social media such as WhatsApp. 

 

Post recovery, the GOB continues to focus on the most vulnerable in the society. At the policy 

level, this focus is clearly articulated in the Barbados Social Protection Policy, Strategy, and 

Implementation Plan (BARSPIP) 2021- 2024. The R2RP also highlights our holistic approach to 

supporting the vulnerable. While public financing varies across sectors - education, social 

protection, and social services - public expenditure as a percentage of GDP is higher in 

Barbados for three out of four areas than the average of other regional countries. For example, 

coverage of essential health services in Barbados is the highest of the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) states and the second highest in the Caribbean, behind only Cuba27. See Figure 9 

below. 

                                                 
27 World Health Organization. ά¦I/ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ LƴŘŜȄ ό{5D оΦуΦмύΣέ. Available at: 
https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-
details/4834#:~:text=Rationale%3A,medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D  

https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-details/4834#:~:text=Rationale%3A,medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D
https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-details/4834#:~:text=Rationale%3A,medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D
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Figure 9 public expenditure across several sectors 

 

 

 Barbados, like other Caribbean countries, has embarked on the reform of its social protection 

programmes to build a universal, shock responsive, social protection system that is inclusive. 

The World Social Protection Report 2020 ς 2022 identifies the effective social protection 

coverage (including SDG indicators 1.3.1 and 3.8.1), (percentage of the relevant population 

group) for Barbados as follows: 

  People protected by social protection systems including floors (%) 

  SDG Indicator 

1.3.1 ς 

Population 

covered by at 

least one social 

protection 

benefit 

(excluding 

health) 

Persons 

with severe 

disabilities 

Unemployed Older 

Persons 

Workers 

in case of 

work 

injury 

Vulnerable 

persons 

covered by 

social 

assistance 

Labour 

force 

covered 

by 

pension 

scheme 

Barbados  55.3 45.7 88.0 63.5 65 9.6 73.6 

The 

Bahamas  

49.1 51.0 26.9 89.6 67.4 2.1 67.4 

Dominica 46.8 9.7 0 60.3 68.3 28.2 70.6 

Jamaica  30.8 31.1 0 40.3 N/A 14.3 31.6 

Trinidad & 

Tobago  

55.2 68.1 0 91.1 67.8 24.8 67.8 

High Income 

Countries 

(World)  

85.4 85.6 52.2 97.5 81.2 62.8 89.8 

Table 4 Showing the Percentage of People Protected by Social Protection Systems 
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 In 2020, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) estimated that 2.5% of the 

population of Barbados (or 7,000 people) is multidimensionally poor, while an additional 0.5% 

is classified as vulnerable to multidimensional poverty (1,000 people in 2020). Recognizing the 

complexity of multidimensional poverty, the GOB is applying a multi-pronged approach to 

addressing the systemic and structural challenges which perpetuate poverty. One of the Dh.Ωǎ 

Mission Objectives focuses specifically on empowering and enfranchising Barbadian workers 

and families through the creation of opportunities for ownership and wealth creation, allowing 

for the reduction in the rate of poverty by 50% by 2030.  To this end, our focus remains resolute 

on bolstering economic growth, creating jobs, improving livelihoods, reducing vulnerabilities 

to climate change and ensuring that no one is left behind. This will be reflected in our policy 

mix. See Figure 10 below.  

 

Figure 10 DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ aǳƭǘƛ-Pronged Approach To Addressing The Systemic And Structural Challenges Which 
Perpetuate Poverty. 

 

 

 
Institutionally, the Government is currently engaged in the strengthening of its Social 

Protection System which falls under the Ministry of People Empowerment and Elder Affairs 

(MPEA). The institutional strengthening of the social protection system is being designed to 

protect the poorest and most vulnerable from adverse socioeconomic shocks and risks and is 
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{ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {5D м 

being undertaken within the context of the implementation of the BERT Programme 2022: 

Fiscal Year 2022/23-Fiscal Year 2026/27.   

 The GOB ŀƭǎƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлннΣ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ά9ŀŎƘ 

hƴŜ wŜŀŎƘ hƴŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

most vulnerable. The programme will seek to address the psychosocial, financial and other 

needs of participants through a whole of government approach and the deployment of a range 

of services intended to provide families with the necessary tools and opportunities to enable 

personal development which can foster social inclusion, improve family relationships in an 

effort to foster improved social community spirit, and strengthen community and family 

relations through holistic service delivery.   

  

 

 

Poverty headcount ratio at 1.90/ day (%) (2022) 2.7 

Poverty headcount ratio at 3.20/day (%) (2022) 7.1 

Population covered by at least one social protection benefit (excluding 

health) (2021) 

55.328 

Persons with severe disabilities covered by social protection systems (%) 45.7 

Unemployed covered by social protection systems (%) 88.0 

Workers in case of work injury covered by social protection systems (%) 65 

Vulnerable persons covered by social assistance (%) 9.6 

Working-age population covered by pension scheme (active 

contributors) (%) 

48.229 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
28 Compiled from the ILO Social Protection Report, 2022 and the SDG Annual Report, 2022. 

 
29Compiled from the ILO Social Protection Report, 2022 and the SDG Annual Report, 2022. 
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Policies 
 

 

Barbados Social Protection Policy, Strategy and Implementation Plan for a Rationalised National 

Social Protection System (BARSPIP) 2021 ς 2024 

 

The BARSPIP 2021 ς нлнпΣ Ψŀdopts a rights-

based approach, which seeks to ensure that 

the most vulnerable citizens receive the 

necessary services to break cycles of 

poverty across generations and ultimately 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΩΦ Furthermore, the 

Plan facilitates a responsive framework, 

which will facilitate the improvement and 

expansion of existing social protection 

policies thereby ensuring that social 

protection systems are adequate and efficient.   

 

BARSPIP is guided by 7 principles which include: 

¶ universality; 

¶ community participation; 

¶ gender responsiveness; 

¶ sustainability; 

¶ a rights-based approach; 

¶ multi-dimensional poverty reduction; and 

¶ an integrated approach. 
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The four strategic objectives of BARSPIP and the associated seven outputs are shown in Table 

5. 

 
  

Strategic Objective 1:  

Robust Social Protection System 

Output 1: 

Rationalisation of Social Protection System 

Output 2: 

Operationalisation of a Monitoring and 

Evaluation System for Social Protection 

Strategic Objective 2:  

Income Security for Households 

Output 3:  

Operationalisation of a Household Mitigation 

Unit 

Strategic Objective 3:  

Income Security for Persons in Active Age 

Output 4:  

Ensuring of a Minimum Income 

Output 5:  

Development of a Retooling and Empowering, 

Retraining and Enfranchising (ReRe) Programme 

Output 6:  

Increased Access to Tertiary Education 

Strategic Objective 4: 

Income Security for Older Persons 

Output 7:  

Increased Pensions 

Table 5 Strategic Objectives and Outputs of BARSPIP 2021- 2024. 

 

One of the most important outputs of the BARSPIP with respect to access to services by the 

population is the establishment of a single new entity through which social services will be 

accessed. This output was identified as critical to ensuring that social protection access is 

people-centred and decentralized. The plan offers a multidimensional approach to reducing 

and eradicating poverty and vulnerability within Barbados buttressed by a robust social safety 

net. The overall framework considers the complexity of poverty and the dynamic ways in which 

it affects various groups. At the same time, the strategy provides support to livelihood 

enhancement through the provision of skills development, educational and vocational training 

designed to promote job creation and self-employment opportunities within communities. 
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Programmes, Projects & Initiatives  

 

COVID-19 Response Programmes 

The Government of Barbados, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, implemented several 

response programmes to provide aid to those most affected including the Barbados 

Employment and Sustainable Transformation (BEST) and the Adopt Our Families Programme. 

 

The Barbados Employment and Sustainable Transformation (BEST) 

The BEST programme was aimed at safeguarding jobs in the tourism sector, minimizing 

bankruptcies, and strengthening the competitiveness of the sector. Under the programme, 

financing for green initiatives, digitisation of processes and systems for lower cost and 

improved service, as well as investment in local suppliers of food, furniture and other supplies 

were also provided (Bobb and Worrell, 2022). The programme also offered  free training with 

approximately five hundred and thirty-three (533) persons trained.  

 

The Adopt Our Families Programme  

This programme started as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020 and was 

designed to support families that were hardest hit by the pandemic. The programme relied on 

funds from both private and government sources with corporate partners donating BDS $2.5 

million and the Government contributing BDS $5 million as of March 2021. This programme 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ψŀƭƭ-of-ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΦ  

 

Increase in the Minimum Wage 

In an effort to provide equitable and fair pay for workers, the GOB instituted a new minimum 

wage which came into effect from April 1, 2021. The GOB recognized that under the previous 

wage rates, many persons in our society were unable to adequately afford food, transportation 

and other household needs. The minimum wage stands at BDS $8.50, with a sectoral minim 

wage (for security guards only) of BDS $9.50. Prior to this increase, employees in the hotel, 

agriculture and public sectors were paid above the minimum wage, however, the GOB 

recognized that persons working in the retail sector, at gas stations and as domestic workers 

also needed to be considered. This increase in minimum wage will further advance SDG 1 and 

also has direct linkages to SDG 2: Zero Hunger, SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being, SDG 8: 
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Decent Work and Economic Growth and SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities.  

 

 

The Roofs to Reefs Programme (R2RP) 

The R2RP is a 100% homegrown Bajan programme which acts as the GovernmentΩǎ sustainable 

development model. R2RP takes into account our specific challenges including dense 

population, a large marine space but exposed to high wave energy, unique hydrology and 

geology, as well a highly modified natural environment. The R2RP is 1) a development model 

for the next decade, 2) designed with an integrated whole-of-country approach, 3) a 

homegrown national initiative for sustainable and resilient development, 4) a further 

development on the ridge to reef concept, 5) the vehicle for operationalising national 

development and adaptation planning and 6) a public and private investment programme. 

Additionally, the main objectives of the programme are as follows:  

¶ to make low- and middle-income homes more resilient to extreme weather events and 

their impacts, such as possible loss of access to electricity and potable water 

distribution system; 

¶ to increase freshwater storage capacity and water use efficiency and reduce emissions 

through the deployment of distributed renewable energy generation;  

¶ to decrease land-based sources of marine pollution through more sustainable land use 

practices; 
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¶ to make critical utilities such as water and sanitation and road infrastructure climate 

resilient; 

¶ to restore vulnerable coral reef ecosystems, particularly on the west and south coasts 

of the island; and 

¶ to reduce carbon emissions through the deployment of distributed renewable energy 

generation.  

The Roofs to Reefs concept and associated SDGs are represented in Figure 11.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Adapted from Cepal.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENERGY WASTE 

Roofs to Reefs Programme 

Holistic, Sustainable Development Based approach 

H Climate Change (cross cutting) 

SHELTER WATER LAND USE ECOSYSTEMS 

Related SDGs 

Figure 11 The Roofs to Reefs Concept and associated SDGs. 
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Strengthening Human and Social Development Programme (SHSD) 

The SHSD, under the MPEA, was developed to reduce extreme poverty and unemployment in 

Barbados. The program, which was launched in September 2017 and ended in March 2023, 

was financed jointly by the Inter-American Development Bank Ordinary Capital, BDS $10 

million and the China Co-financing Fund for Latin America and the Caribbean BDS $10 million. 

 

The objective of the program was to contribute to the reduction of extreme poverty and 

unemployment in Barbados. The SHSD programme aimed to promote the social inclusion of 

the extreme poor, the accumulation of human capital among the moderate poor and 

vulnerable with the aim of achieving their productive labour market insertion. It provided the 

poorest families with a) access to psychosocial support and monetary subsidies, b) preferential 

access to state programs, and c) employment support. Under the programme, four (4) areas 

of critical interventions are addressed, aimed at breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty 

and improving quality of life: 

¶ Identification/Assessment: The poor and vulnerable are identified and their needs 

assessed; 

¶ Stabilization: Immediate needs are addressed; 

¶ Enablement: Skills to survive are imparted; and 

¶ Empowerment Individuals are imbued with the capacity to succeed and excel in society. 

 

The National Assistance Programme and the Household Survival Programme 

The Welfare Department is a Government social service agency responsible for providing a 

national safety net for the poor and vulnerable persons in society.  The mandate focuses on 

poverty reduction and empowerment through the offering of various forms of assistance, 

inclusive of financial assistance and in-kind assistance in the form of counseling services. The 

Department fulfills its mandate to assist vulnerable citizens through the National Assistance 

and Family Services Programmes.  

 

The National Assistance Programme includes providing beneficiaries with cash grants and in-

kind assistance.  Assistance-in-Kind refers to assistance granted with respect to items such as 

food, clothing, purchase of spectacles, hearing aids, and dentures. It also includes the payment 



Barbados Voluntary National Review 2023 

48 

 

of utilities (electricity and water), the payment of rent and the cost of burial of destitute 

persons. Food continues to be the highest category of assistance-in-kind granted. 

 

In 2020, the Welfare Department introduced the Household Survival Programme. The 

Programme was implemented to support a 40% increase in cash transfer benefits by the 

Welfare Department and expanded the number of persons receiving a government transfer. 

The Household Survival Programme was premised on mitigating the negative impact of the 

health and economic crisis on the most vulnerable groups in Barbados. During the period, job 

loss was on the increase and many citizens expressed difficulty in meeting their daily survival 

needs. The 40% increase in welfare cash grants across all categories allowed vulnerable 

individuals to improve their spending power. The increase in allocation also allowed additional 

persons to benefit from social assistance such as cash and food grants, rent and utility 

payments. The programme targeted those individuals below the poverty line of BDS $642.52 

monthly, with eligibility confirmed via assessment and means testing. 

 

   

 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō (BPW) ς The BPW conducts an annual Financial 

Literacy Series of Seminars for Women, especially those who are unemployed or have low 

income.  The workshops teach the basics of finance, debt management, loans, insurance and 

mortgages and aim to reduce prevailing factors creating vulnerabilities in the world of work 

and family life.  The BPW introduced a free six-week course on Financial Planning, titled 

άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

economic level - covering areas such as: understanding money and living within your means, 

budgeting, savings, understanding debt such as use of credit cards, and entrepreneurship and 

money. Over the two years 2022-2023, the Workshops have catered to 113 women with 3 

attending from the CARICOM region. 

  

Civil Society and NGO initiatives 
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SDG Targets under Goal 1 and .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

 

 

 

Our progress with respect to the achievement of the targets under SDG 1 is highlight in the 

following dashboard: 

 

 

 

 

Targets - SDG 1 - End Poverty in all its Forms Everywhere .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ 

Progress 

By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as 

people living on less than 1.25 a day. 

 

By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages 

living in poverty in all its dimensions. 

 

Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, 

including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the 

vulnerable. 

 

By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, 

have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership 

and control over land and other forms of property, inheritance, natural resources, 

appropriate new technology and financial services, including microfinance. 

 

By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce 

their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and 

other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters. 
 

 

  

        Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progress                 Moving away from target/ deterioration 
 
         Fair progress but acceleration is needed                                                    No trend data available 
 
         Limited or no progress                                                                                   Insufficient data/ not applicable 
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SDG 2: Zero Hunger 
 

Ψ9ƴŘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊΣ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of SDG 2 

Food security and the advancement of 

sustainable agriculture are critical focus areas for 

the GOB, the private sector and our citizens.   In 

this effort the government is seeking to 

transform and re-position the agriculture sector 

to be technology-driven and competitive.  

 

The 2021 food import bill had a value of BDS 

$709.12 million of which 67% were 

manufactured goods (54% processed goods, 13% 

are beverages including water and alcoholic 

drinks) while only 33% were agricultural and fish 

products, Figure 12. This composition has 

remained fairly consistent when compared to data from the 1980s. To address this at the 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /!wL/ha άнр Ȅ нлнрέ !ƎǊƛ-Food Systems initiative 

which is meant to reduce foreign food imports into CARICOM countries by 25% by 2025. 

The vulnerable & 
infants 

Nutritious & 
sufficient food 

Agricultural 
productive capacity 

Climate proofing the 
agricultural sector 

Sustainable 
food production 

Malnutrition 
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Figure 12 Value of Agricultural Imports in 2020 and 2021 

 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Nutritional Security (2022)  

 

Even as government attempts to reduce its 

dependence on imports, current global food 

prices present a constraint to access.  Global food 

prices have risen sharply due to the war in 

Ukraine, with a knock-on effect on the local retail 

market thus impacting on ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ to 

affordable food, Figure 13.   In response, the GOB 

in 2022 worked with local retailers to maintain an 

agreed markup, on critical food items.  
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Figure 13 Food inflation in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean (2022) 

 

 Source: Regional Report (2022) Caribbean Food Security & Livelihoods Survey Impacts of COVID 19 and the Cost of 

Living Crisis 

 

Because Barbados does not have that luxury of natural resources, ample land, water and 

climate to replace the 67% of manufactured goods ŀƴŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎΣ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ŦƻƻŘ 

security strategy is one of self-reliance where a country relies on some level of domestic food 

production but imports a significant amount of its food. Thus, the food security strategy for 

Barbados takes a three (3) -fold approach using explicit and competitive policies to: 

¶ Maintain some of its own food supplies by: 

- Maximizing its Domestic Production Capability; 

¶ Safeguard its external food supplies by: 

- Encouraging firms to grow food for Barbados in overseas territories that 

share strong ties with Barbados and mutual values on food security; 

¶ Import Diversification: 

- Diversifying its imported food supplies by sourcing from countries with large 

surpluses over domestic consumption, to offset/avoid inevitable supplier 

disruptions.  

The food security strategȅΩǎ effectiveness must be underscored by a food stockpiles plan that 

maintains a threshold of several weeks of local and imported food supplies, in the same 

manner that there is a fiscal plan for ensuring the local earning of foreign exchange, to maintain 
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the exchange reserves above a certain threshold. To support this, the Barbados-Guyana Food 

Terminal which will be a building complex with a National Packhouse and a Food Terminal are 

being established with planning permission approved for construction to begin. A state-of the 

art Abattoir has also been agreed on to support the butchering and storage of meat.  

 

Agriculture development has a multi-dimensional role which becomes increasingly evident as 

a country develops and is integral to both economic and social development and consequently 

to the SDG goals.  

 

Against this backdrop, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Nutritional Security (MAFS) has 

set out a new vision and mission and strategic objectives that reflect this understanding. The 

new vision is to become a food and nutritionally secure country and the leader in sustainable 

tropical food and agriculture solutions in CARICOM by 2024, in the Americas by 2026 and 

internationally by 2028. The mission is uniting and optimizing the many dimensions of 

agriculture to enhance the food and nutrition security and food systems of the nation. 

 

While hunger in Barbados is below 5%, over-nutrition is at near crisis levels with 52.4% of adults 

and one (1) in every three (3) children overweight or obese. Obesity is due, mainly, to the over-

ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǳƭǘǊŀ-ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘέΣ άŜƴŜǊƎȅ-ŘŜƴǎŜέ ŦƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ άŜƳǇǘȅ-ŎŀƭƻǊƛŜέ 

foods, which are generally low-cost; but also to other major factors, such as insufficient 

exercise and genetics. Furthermore, more than one (1) in every three (3) adults suffered from 

hypertension; one (1) in every five (5) adults has diabetes and eight (8) out of every ten (10) 

deaths in Barbados are caused by NCDs. Nutrition plays a significant role in preventing and 

reversing these diseases. Consequently, nutritional security to ensure the health of the nation 

is a national priority for Barbados.  

 

¢ƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻƴ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

nutritional quality resulting from how food is grown and processed, to ensure that foods 

provided to its citizens are of high intrinsic quality. Our agricultural sector is supported by 

regional partners including the Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute 

(CARDI), which provides technical (and other) support in genetic mapping, germplasm and 

disease reduction. Further, we have adopted a partnership approach and have signed regional 
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{ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {5D н 

Policies 

agreements with two of our CARICOM neighbours including: The Agreement for a Strategic 

Dialogue and Cooperation Platform between Barbados and Suriname and the St. Barnabas 

Accord between Barbados and the Cooperative Republic of Guyana.   Many of these initiatives 

are interwoven and intended to increase the incomes of farmers as well as introduce climate 

smart agricultural practices to reduce losses due to climate change. 

 

 

 

Prevalence of undernourishment (%) (2019) 4.1 

tǊŜǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻōŜǎƛǘȅΣ .aL җол ό҈ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴύ όнлмсύ 23.1 

Human trophic level (best 2, 3 ς worst) (2017) 3 

Cereal yield (tonnes per hectare of harvested land) (2018) 2.9 

Sustainable Nitrogen Management Index (best ς 0, 1.41 worst) 

(2015) 

1.2 

Exports of hazardous pesticides (tonnes per million population) 

(2019) 

0.0 

Percentage of arable land equipped for irrigation (2018) 77.130 

 

 

 

 

Barbados Herbs, Spices and Condiments Industry Development Plan 2015 ς 2022 

The goal of the Development Plan is to map a 

pathway towards real growth, competitiveness and 

sustainability of the Herbs, Spice and Condiments 

industry in Barbados. The Plan focuses on select 

herbs, spices and condiments namely, onions, hot 

peppers, thyme, marjoram, parsley, ginger, chives, 

celery, coriander and basil. It includes a review of the 

international, regional and local situations as they 

relate to production, trade, and price trends for 

herbs, spices and condiments. The Plan also provides 

                                                 
30 https://data.humdata.org/dataset/faostat-food-security-indicators-for-barbados  
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Programmes, Projects & Initiatives 

a review of past and present initiatives which support the advancement of the sector as well 

as an Action Plan for the further advancement of the industry. 

 

 

 

The National Tree Planting Programme- The Barbados One Million Trees Food Security and 

Mitigation Initiative (1M TFSMI) 

The Barbados One Million Trees Food Security and Mitigation Initiative is a project that focuses 

on soil conservation and reducing soil erosion, while also promoting food security and climate 

change mitigation. The project involves the planting and maintenance of plants (for food) and 

medicinal herbs, which will increase local food production and reduce the country's food 

import bill. ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ through 

the planting of species such as dunks, ackees, guavas, plums and golden apples, as well as fruits 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ǳǊƛƴŀƳŜΩǎ dragon fruit and rambutan. To date, over 

430,000 trees have been planted under the initiative.  

 

 

This initiative aims to create significant jobs in the agricultural sector and raise public 

awareness of the importance of planting and maintaining trees to combat climate change. In 

addition, the initiative supports several SDGs, such as reducing net greenhouse gas emissions 

(Goal 13: Climate Action), increasing food security, and creating jobs and supporting economic 

growth in Barbados (Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth). Overall, the Barbados One 
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Million Trees Food Security and Mitigation Initiative represents a vital step towards building a 

sustainable and resilient food-secure future for Barbados. 

 

Community Agricultural Response and Empowerment Project (CARE)  

The CARE Project in Barbados is an 

initiative aimed at promoting sustainable 

agriculture and food security among 

vulnerable communities. It enables these 

communities to plant their own food. This 

initiative is in response to the food 

insecurity challenges posed by the COVID 

19 Pandemic and the Russia/Ukraine War. 

The project is funded by the European Union (EU) and implemented by the Barbados 

Agricultural Society, in collaboration with several community-based organizations. 

 

The CARE Project focuses on providing training opportunities for small-scale farmers, with an 

emphasis on agro-ecology and climate-smart agricultural practices. It also seeks to address 

issues of food waste and food insecurity by promoting healthy local food production, 

distribution and consumption.   

 

One of the key components of the CARE Project is the establishment of community gardens, 

where residents can grow their own fresh produce and learn about sustainable agriculture 

practices. The project also provides training on value-added processing and marketing, which 

will assist small under ς employed farmers to increase their income and contribute to local 

food systems. Apart from Goal 2, the CARE Project is contributing to the achievement of several 

other SDGs, including, SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth), and SDG 12 (responsible 

consumption and production). By promoting sustainable agriculture and local food systems, 

the project is helping to build resilience and reduce poverty among vulnerable communities in 

Barbados. 
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Farmers Empowerment and Enfranchisement Drive (FEED) 

FEED is one of a suite of similar agricultural empowerment programmes aimed at reducing 

agricultural imports and increasing food security, especially to vulnerable populations in 

Barbados. The programme is meant to provide employment to the under ς and/or unemployed 

who wish to create a livelihood in a range of agricultural pursuits and therefore reduce our 

reliance on food imports. Some of the key components of the programme are that farmers will 

have access to land and irrigation at subsidized rates and a three (3) month training course is 

a prerequisite in the areas of budgeting, farm management, technology in agriculture to name 

a few.  Table 6 shows production data, Table 7 identified the land allocated to famers under 

the FEED programme.  

 

 

Table 6 Total Production from the FEED Program in 2021 and 2022 
Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Nutritional Security 

 

 

Table 7 the Placement of Farmers and the Allocated Acreage 
Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Nutritional Security 

 

 

 

Year Acreage
Forecasted 

Yield (lbs)

Projected avg 

value 

(wholesale)

Projected avg 

value (Retail)

2021 9.875 217,544 $590,803.64 $878,889.23

2022 116.14 2,389,918 $4,996,970.63 $7,649,296.98

Total production from FEED program 2021 and 2022

Farming District Parish
# of farmers

placed

# of acres

allocated

1 Mount Poyer St. Lucy 117 92.5

2 Fairy Valley Christ Church 28 27

3 Graeme Hall Christ Church 18 19

4 3ÐÅÎÃÅÒȭÓ 0ÌÁÎÔÁÔÉÏÎChrist Church 28 27

5 Bath Plantation* St. John 6 63

6 Wakefield St. John 28 25

7 River Plantation** St. Philip 16 24

8 Bawdens** St. Andrew 6 11

9 Greenland** St. Andrew 3 9.5

10 4ÕÒÎÅÒȭÓ (ÁÌÌɕɕSt. Andrew 16 34.7

11 Sedge Pond St. Andrew 1 2.5

12 Pine Basin** St. Michael 7 7

13 Spring Hall St. Lucy 1 1

275 343.2

FEED Allocations (Acres and # of farmers)
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Hope Agricultural Training Project 

This project involves the construction of a facility in the northern part of Barbados which offers 

training in both crop production and animal husbandry. The project will support practical 

training in agriculture to tertiary-level as well as primary and secondary level students. 

 

Climate Smart Aquaponics Project 

Five Caribbean countries, namely, Barbados, Antigua and Barbuda, Grenada, the 

Commonwealth of the Bahamas and St. 

Lucia are partnering with the CDB to 

increase access to climate smart 

agriculture. The project builds the 

capacity of small-scale farmers (mainly 

in aquaponics farming) which not only 

provides a financial incentive to these 

farmers but also builds climate resilience in line with several UN SDG Goals. The project 

supports innovative solutions, which are especially needed as regional economies face a 

variety of climate-driven events.  

 

The St. Barnabas Accord 

The St. Barnabas Accord is a bilateral agreement signed between Barbados and Guyana. The 

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōȅ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

comparative advantage. Some areas of cooperation being considered include manufacturing, 

agriculture and energy. In the agricultural sector, the Accord focuses on increasing agricultural 

productivity and promoting food security through south-south cooperation. The agreement 

outlines several measures, such as the creation of a joint working group on food and nutritional 

security, the export of various agricultural products from Guyana to Barbados, the lease of land 

in Guyana to Barbados for animal husbandry and crop production, and the establishment of a 

food terminal in both countries for local use and export.  

Caribank.org 
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Aspects of the animal husbandry production are already underway as the GOB continues to 

work closely with Guyana to achieve the goal of having a million Barbados Black Belly sheep 

within the next five years. This initiative is also expected to yield a new crossbreed between 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ .ƭŀŎƪōŜƭƭȅ {ƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ DǳȅŀƴŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ǘƻ develop a regional brand of sheep to 

reduce the importation of lamb and mutton products into the region. In fact, in August 2022, 

Guyana received 132 Blackbelly sheep from Barbados and more tranches are expected in the 

coming months. This programme will benefit local sheep farmers, including women, the youth 

and differently abled persons. 

 

The Accord also aims to promote aquaculture training and establish a youth exchange program 

at agriculture ministries. Additionally, the agreement includes provisions for Barbados to 

become a center for the processing of meat and fish products for the Eastern Caribbean and 

for the production of eucalyptus trees and cane grass for use in a biomass plant. It also targets 

the SDG Goal 2, by promoting sustainability mainly in the agricultural sector31 

                                                 
31 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Barbados. Available at: https://www.foreign.gov.bb/saint-barnabus-accord-
for-cooperation-signed/ 
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The Barbados / Guyana Food Terminal 

The Barbados/Guyana Food Terminal is a joint initiative between the two countries aimed at 

enhancing food security and promoting agricultural trade in the region. The project is an 

initiative of the St. Barnabas Accord and involves the establishment of a food terminal with 

operational plants and facilities in both Barbados and Guyana. The terminal will serve both 

local markets and export markets in the Caribbean and beyond, offering a range of agricultural 

products such as beef, poultry, fruits, vegetables, and coconut products. When completed, the 

Terminal will be able to store over 40 containers of food and will be equipped with a processing 

and packaging plant as well as cold storage facilities for seafood packing and processing.  

 

The facility is to be built according to state-of-the-art specifications and is scheduled to be 

constructed in 2023. It will serve as a food logistic hub, aimed at addressing the CARICOM 

wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ άнр .¸ нлнрέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŦƻǊeign 

imports into the Caribbean by 25% by 2025 and the Hub will feature processing and packaging 

facilities for meat and fish products, aimed at positioning Barbados as a center for this 

processing in the Eastern Caribbean. Furthermore, Barbados and Guyana's agriculture 

ministries will establish a youth exchange program for aquaculture training.  
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The Barbados/Guyana Food Terminal project will improve food security, promote regional 

agricultural trade and provide healthy(ier) food options for vulnerable citizens in the region. 

The construction of the facility will lead to lower transportation costs, lower storage and 

distribution fees. This initiative will support several other UN SDGs including Goal 8 (Decent 

work and Economic growth) for both countries, Goal 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure) 

and Goal 12 (Responsible consumption and production). 

 

The Tissue Culture Lab 

The MAFS is embarking on a program to expand the tissue culture lab. The new facility will 

make available to farmers a wider range of clean planting materials as well as serve as a 

germplasm bank for crops. It is expected that the availability of clean material will result in 

increased production through the achievement of higher yields. The facility is also expected to 

be a ready ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
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The School Meals Department 

The Ministry of Education, Technological and Vocational Training (METVT) is responsible for 

the school feeding programme across the island.  School feeding has long been globally 

recognised as an integral tool in the facilitation of learning and as a much-needed safety net 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ indisputable that the school aged child 

needs a healthy diet to grow, develop and have the energy to study, learn, and be physically 

active.  Taking these factors into account, a school meals programme must not only aim to feed 

children but must nourish their bodies while encouraging them to develop healthy eating 

habits.  In so doing, the programme must act as an instrument to stimulate the development 

of our children and to complement broader health and nutrition education goals both 

nationally and in the school environment, while inculcating healthy eating habits from an early 

age.  This is of particular importance in addressing prevalent issues such as childhood obesity 

and the increased development of NCDs in children.  It is this insight that drives the long term 

goal of the School Meals Department to revamp the feeding programme into one that not only 

aims to provide the school aged child with a meal at lunch time, but one that recognises its 

social responsibility to the health and well-being of our children and of our nation by extension, 

by increasing its focus 

on the purpose and 

value of the meals 

that it provides.  This 

is a goal that must be 

approached from 

several points in 

order to be achieved, 

and will require a 

multisectoral 

approach to the 

provision of school 

meals.  Currently, 

four school meals 

centres provide thousands of lunches to students and in times of disaster, the School Meals 

Department assists with providing lunches to the hospital and the prison.   

#ActOnFacts ς The Food in Schools Matters 

This campaign encourages public and policymaker support for the 

introduction of policies limiting the sale and marketing of foods full of 

sugar, fats and salt in and around schools, while increasing the 

availability of healthy foods and drinking water. 

Spearheaded by the Healthy Caribbean Coalition (HCC), the campaign 

brings together a raft of partners: UNICEF, the Pan American Health 

Organization (PAHO), the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States 

(OECS) Commission, the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA), 

the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Barbados (HSFB), the Heart 

Foundation of Jamaica (HFJ), the Jamaica Youth Advocacy Network 

(JYAN), with the technical collaboration of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 
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Civil Society and NGO initiatives 

 

In recognizing this SDG goal, the METVT is currently constructing a new state-of-the art modern 

facility capable of preparing 12,000 to 15,000 meals per day, and catering to emergency 

situations in the event of a national disaster.   

 

 

 

The Barbados Organisation of Parents of the Disabled 

The Barbados Organisation of Parents of the Disabled hosts events for persons with disabilities 

to network and gain support, form partnerships and access services to better help persons with 

disabilities and their caǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ψ9ŀǘ What Yƻǳ DǊƻǿΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ 

households to supplement their grocery bills with food grown in their backyard. The project 

also sources food vouchers for families caring for persons with disabilities and hopes to provide 

these vouchers on a monthly basis in the future as a means to address SDG 3: Good Health and 

Well-being and SDG 1: No Hunger.  

 

The Barbados Red Cross Society 

¢ƘŜ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ΨaŜŀƭǎ hƴ ²ƘŜŜƭǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

needy population in Barbados. The Red Cross Society works alongside the National Assistance 

Board to identify beneficiaries and the programme provides meals to 56 recipients weekly. 

Needy persons can also make direct requests for assistance. Future improvements under the 

project include the establishment of a kitchen garden which will serve a dual purpose: to offset 

costs associated with meal preparation and provide healthier meals for those in need. 
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{5D ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Dƻŀƭ н ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
 

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5D 

targets under SDG 2: End Hunger, Achieve Food Security and Improved Nutrition and Promote 

Sustainable Agriculture. 

 

Targets - SDG 2 ς End Hunger, Achieve Food Security and Improved Nutrition and Promote 

Sustainable Agriculture 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ 

Progress 

By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in 

vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year 

round. 

 

By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally 

agreed targets on stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of age, and address the 

nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older people. 

 

By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, 

women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers. 

 

By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural 

practices that increase productivity and production, that help maintain ecosystems, that 

strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, flooding 

and other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil quality. 

 

By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and 

domesticated animals and their related wild species, including through soundly managed 

and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional and international levels. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progress                 Moving away from target/ deterioration 
 
         Fair progress but acceleration is needed                                                    No trend data available 
 
         Limited or no progress                                                                                   Insufficient data/ not applicable 
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    SDG 3: Good health and well-being 

 

 Ψ9ƴǎǳǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΩ 

 

   

 

 

Overview of SDG 3 

The GOB has undertaken major steps over the years to institute comprehensive, equitable, 

efficient and quality health care service. Good health and well-being is the cornerstone of a 

productive society. Our health care system comprises both public (accounting for 65 percent) 

and private (accounting for 30 percent) institutions. The public health care system is based on 

two components: access to free health services and access to free medicine (for certain chronic 

conditions). Free medical care at public hospitals and polyclinics and this includes a wide range 

of benefits and services including maternity, HIV/ AIDS treatment, geriatric care, nutrition 

services and emergency care. 

 

Maternal health rates have shown significant improvement, with almost 100% coverage on 

births attended by skilled staff. The mortality rate in Barbados is 12.6 per 1000 live births, under 

5 mortality rate is 13.8 to 1000 live births. One out of four children (0-5 months) in Barbados 

are exclusively breastfed. The adolescent fertility rate (births per 1000 teenagers between the 

ages of 15-19) has decreased from 33.5 in 2017 to 26.29 in 2020.  Barbados also boasts of a 

consistent childhood immunization and vaccination programmes.  In the context of COVID-19, 

over 55% of the population has received at least two doses of COVID-19 vaccine. The 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ of the COVID-19 pandemic was lauded as a best practice given its ability 

to quickly mobilise multisectoral support for the effort and establish sound management 

protocols. We leveraged this support to  quickly establish a specialized facility ŀǘ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ 

Point in the north of the island to provide care and support for COVID 19 positive patients, 

allowing our main hospital, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) to continue to provide other 

critical care.  

Reduce 
maternal 
mortality 

End preventable 
deaths of children 

& new-borns 

Epidemics- AIDS 
& communicable 

diseases 

Universal 
health 

coverage 
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The QEH, which is a public institution, has over 600 beds and provides specialized care in areas 

such as pediatrics, obstetrics, plastic surgery and radiology. There are also five (5) district 

hospitals for care of the elderly. To support the existing complement of district hospitals, 

construction has begun on a new four hundred (400) bed facility which will cost over BDS $100 

million. The  hospital has been focused on improving its service delivery across several 

departments. Five hundred (500) cataract surgeries were performed by the Ophthalmology 

Department over an eight-month period after they commenced a programme to clear the 

backlog of cases. After a hiatus of 10 years, the Orthopedic department restarted knee and hip 

replacement surgeries in 2022. We have also seen a decrease in readmission of vulnerable 

patients and launched a pre-anesthesia clinic to help with cancelation of surgeries. 

 

One of the more significant epidemiological trends in Barbados has been the increase in NCDs 

and an increased prevalence of overweight and obesity in the population. NCDs are the leading 

cause of death in Barbados and approximately 5% of deaths from NCDs are in those less than 

70 years old.32  They also consume 65% of the budget allocated to the QEH, and 60% of the 

budget of the Barbados Drug Service is allocated to pharmaceuticals used in the management 

of chronic diseases. In fiscal year 2017-2018, the Barbados Drug Service Special Benefit Service 

which provides formulary medicines free of cost to children under 16 years of age, persons 

over age 65, and persons diagnosed with diabetes, cancer, hypertension, glaucoma, asthma, 

and/or epilepsy, spent 49.8% of its total expenditure on prescriptions for hypertension; 32.4% 

on diabetes; 8.6% on glaucoma; 7.4% on asthma; and 1.9% on cancer. These human and 

economic costs are not sustainable, especially in light of the inherent social, economic, and 

environmental vulnerabilities.33  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
32 WHO/PAHO. 2017. Available at: https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272540 
33 Ministry of Health and Wellness National Strategic Plan for the Prevention of NCDs  
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{ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {5D о 

 

 

 

 

 

Maternal mortality rate (per 100,000 live births) (2017) 27 

Neonatal mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) (2020) 8.1 

Mortality rate, under 5 (per 1,000 live births) (2020) 12.2 

Incidence of tuberculosis (per 100,000 population) (2020) 2.4 

New HIV infections (per 1,000 uninfected population) (2020) 1.0 

Prevalence of HIV: total % of population aged 15-49 (2021 0.90 

Age-standardized death rate due to cardiovascular disease, 

cancer, diabetes, or chronic respiratory disease in adults aged 30 

ς 70 years (%) (2019) 

16.0 

Age-standardized death rate attributable to household air 

pollution and ambient air pollution (per 100,000 population) 

(2016) 

31 

Traffic deaths (per 100,000 population) (2019) 8.2 

Life expectancy at birth: total (years) (2020) 79.30 

Life expectancy at birth: female (years) (2020) 80.57 

Adolescent fertility rate (births per 1,000 females aged 15 to 19) 

(2020) 

29.29 

Births attend to by skilled personnel (%) (2016) 99.1 

Surviving infants who received 2 WHO-recommended vaccines (%) 

(2020) 

85 

Universal Health Coverage (UHC) index of service coverage (worst 

0 ς 100 best) (2019)34 

74 

Prevalence of diabetes in adults aged 18 and over-female (2019) 15.8 

Prevalence of obesity in adults aged 18 and over-female (2019) 34.7 

Prevalence of diabetes in adults aged 18 and over-male (2019) 12.2 

Prevalence of obesity in adults aged 18 and over-male (2019) 17.135 

                                                 
34 ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά¦I/ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ LƴŘŜȄ ό{5D оΦуΦмύΣέΣ https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-

registry/imr-details/4834#:~:text=Rationale%3A,medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D 

35 Compiled from Global Nutrition Report 2021. Country Profile Barbados. Available at: 
https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-profiles/latin-america-and-caribbean/caribbean/barbados/ and the 
Annual SDG Report, 2022.    

https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-details/4834#:~:text=Rationale%3A,medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D
https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-details/4834#:~:text=Rationale%3A,medicines%20and%20vaccines%20for%20all%E2%80%9D
https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-profiles/latin-america-and-caribbean/caribbean/barbados/


Barbados Voluntary National Review 2023 

68 

 

Policies 

 

 

Several factors, including the COVD-19 pandemic, led to a reduction in the number of persons 

seeking rehabilitative care for NCDs.36 Despite the challenges faced with NCDs and the financial 

burden on the healthcare system, this sector remains a top priority. The GOB remains 

committed to providing healthcare service that ensures the population achieves optimum 

physical, mental and social wellbeing, giving credence to the belief that health is a right for all 

Barbadians. 

 

 

 

National Strategic Plan for the Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Diseases 2020 ς 

2025 (NSP-NCD) 

The goal of the Barbados National 

Strategic Plan for the Prevention and 

Control of NCDs 2020-2025 is to reduce 

mortality, morbidity, and disability due 

to the major NCDs. The intended impact 

of the Plan is i) a reduction in the main 

NCD risk factors and ii) strengthening 

the management of the major NCDs by focusing on the first level of care. The NSP-NCD 20-25 

was developed through a participatory and iterative process that sought input and feedback 

from key stakeholders including government, civil society, and the private sector. It provides a 

blueprint for action and reflects multi-sectoral, whole-of-government, whole-of-society, 

health-in-all-policies approaches that are essential to address NCD and their risk factors, as 

well as their social, economic, environmental, commercial, and other determinants.  

 

New Health Financing Model  

The Government is developing a new health financing model, underpinned by four key 

principles to ensure universal health coverage:  

                                                 
36 Cardiovascular Disease Annual report 2022. Available at: http://www.bnr.org.bb/cms/remository/func-startdown/72/ 
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¶ strengthening of the public health and primary health care system;  

¶ higher levels of efficiency in the provision of health care and the efficient use of scarce 

resources;  

¶ a health care system that is resilient and can respond to potential natural disasters and 

pandemics; and  

¶ partnerships and a whole-of-government approach to health delivery. 

 

The Barbados School Nutrition Policy 

With the technical and administrative support of the Pan American Health Organization 

(PAHO), the MHW in collaboration with the METVT spearheaded a consultative process for the 

development of a national School Nutrition Policy for Barbados. This Policy, which came into 

effect in April 2023, will significantly advance SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being among the 

school-aged population in Barbados. 

 

Barbados National Action Plan on Combating 

Antimicrobial Resistance 2017-2022 for Human 

and Animal Health 

The strategic vision of the National Action Plan 

ƛǎ ΨLƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ 

that by 2027, work to prevent, detect, and 

control illness and death related to infections 

caused by antimicrobial resistance through 

ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ 

provides the roadmap for Barbados in the effort to address the urgent and serious threat of 

antimicrobial resistance. The Plan comprises of three (3) goals as follows: 

¶ Goal 1: Slow/Reduce the emergence of resistant bacteria and prevent the spread of 

resistant infections; 

¶ Dƻŀƭ нΥ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ άhƴŜ-IŜŀƭǘƘέ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ; 

and  
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¶ Goal 3: Improve international collaboration and capacities for antimicrobial resistance 

prevention, surveillance, control and antibiotic research and development. 

 

The Plan also includes four (4) strategic objectives as follows: 

¶ strengthen, coordinate and institutionalise interdisciplinary efforts through National 

and Health Establishment level governance structures; 

¶ optimize surveillance and early detection of antimicrobial resistance to enable 

reporting of local, regional and national resistance patterns to optimize empiric and 

targeted antibiotic choice; 

¶ enhance infection prevention and control the spread of resistant microbes to patients 

in healthcare settings, focusing on improvement in hand hygiene and the identification 

and isolation of patients with resistant organisms. Community measures include 

preventing infection through wide reaching vaccination programmes and 

improvements in water and sanitation; and 

¶ promote appropriate use of antimicrobials in human and animal health through 

antimicrobial stewardship. 

 

The National Task Force on Physical Activity and Exercise 

The Physical Activity Guidelines for 

Barbados were developed as a key 

component in support of the 

mandate of the Task Force on 

Physical Activity and Exercise. It helps 

Barbadians at all stages of the life 

cycle to increase their physical 

activity levels through active play, 

leisure activities and sports. The 

guidelines provide a listing of sporting associations, councils and recreational facilities in 

Barbados.  
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Ministry of Health and Wellness Initiatives 

The Geriatric and the District Hospitals introduced therapeutic dietary services in January 2021. 

Therapeutic dietary services aim to enhance the health of elderly clients who easily become 

frail and weak through poor dietary intake, and to improve the management of nutrition-

related medical conditions. Additionally, refurbishments at the Geriatric Hospital in 2018 and 

the completion of outstanding repairs at the St. Philip District Hospital resulted in increased 

total bed capacity of 408. These actions will further enhance the rehabilitative services and 

promote the independence, dignity and well-being of all clients.  The construction of a new 

Geriatric Hospital with the first phase of construction costing over BDS $100 million is expected 

to be completed in eighteen (18) months. 
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Civil Society and NGO initiatives  

 

Barbados Association of Medical Practitioners (BAMP) 

The Better Health Radio Show focuses on a wide range of health topics and serves as a 

knowledge platform to disseminate information to the public. In 2023, the focus has been on 

b/5ǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ΨǘǊȅƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘΩ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƘŜŀƭthy lifestyles. 

Additionally, the BAMP has a range of preventative healthcare activities which are targeted at 

NCDs as this is a significant issue in Barbados and ultimately places a financial burden on the 

healthcare system. In June 2023, BAMP will be launching a project aimed at increasing 

awareness of cancer as a means of preventative care. The BAMP has partnered with the Heart 

and Stroke Foundation (HSFB)to increase awareness of childhood obesity and provide 

continuous education to the public.  

 

The Barbados Trailway: 

The Barbados Trailway project aims to repurpose approximately twenty-four (24) old train lines 

in Barbados into a multi-use recreational area. The project involves clearing the land to create 

safe spaces for locals and tourists to engage in activities such as cycling, walking, and hiking 

away from main roads. The train lines pass through significant historic and cultural areas, 

including plantations. While tourism is a potential aspect, the primary focus is to provide a safe 

environment for recreation. As part of the project, five thousand (5,000) fruit trees will be 

planted along the Trailway, serving as carbon offsets and providing free fruit to trail users. The 

project has the potential to extend the Trailway all the way to Bridgetown, offering additional 

benefits along the entire length of the space such as creating safe spaces, with reduced vehicle 

emissions, and promoting public health by combating non-communicable diseases.  

 

The University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus (UWI) 

The University of the West Indies (UWI) Cave Hill Campus has provided expertise to assist not 

only Barbados, but also the wider Caribbean communities to cope with the COVID-19 

pandemic. UWI Cave Hill established a UWI COVID-19 Task Force and published several works 

related to testing regimes, psychological vulnerabilities, non-pharmaceutical interventions and 

produced a COVID in the islands e-book entitled άCOVID-19 in the Caribbean and Pacific Island 

Regionsέ. 
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.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō 

BPW engages in policy implementation in collaboration with the GOB on universal health 

coverage. BPW has hosted several lectures and discussions on areas such as Nutrition and Diet 

as an increase in NCDs is being fueled by Fast Food and reduction in consumption of vegetables 

and fruits as well as inactivity.  In 2022 these discussions reached 30 women.  

The Heart and Stroke Foundation of Barbados  

The HSFB is a key entity in the fight against non-communicable diseases in Barbados, with a 

focus on cardiovascular diseases and strokes. The organization offers cardiac rehabilitation 

service and professional certifications in First Aid and Basic Life Support.  HSFB has facilitated 

some of the major advocacy campaigns such as those linked to preventing childhood obesity, 

ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦƻƻŘǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άYƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳǊ bǳƳōŜǊǎέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 

which encourages persons to monitor their blood pressure.   
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SDG ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Dƻŀƭ о ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5D 

targets under SDG 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 

 

 

 

 

Targets - SDG 3 ς Ensure Healthy Lives and Promote Well-Being For All At All Ages .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ 

Progress 

By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live 

births 

 

By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, with 

all countries aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live 

births and under-5 mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births 

 

By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical 

diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable 

diseases 

 

By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases 

through prevention and treatment and promote mental health and well-being 

 

Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug 

abuse and harmful use of alcohol 

 

By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, 

including for family planning, information and education, and the integration of 

reproductive health into national strategies and programmes 

 

Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality 

essential health-care services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable 

essential medicines and vaccines for all 

 

By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous 

chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination 

 

Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, development, training 

and retention of the health workforce in developing countries, especially in least 

developed countries and small island developing States. 

 

  

        Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progress                 Moving away from target/ deterioration 
 
         Fair progress but acceleration is needed                                                    No trend data available 
 
         Limited or no progress                                                                                   Insufficient data/ not applicable 
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SDG 4: Quality Education 
 

Ψ9ƴǎǳǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΩ 

 

 

 

 

Overview of SDG 4 

The GOB continues to prioritize an education system that provides equality of access and 

quality of delivery. Free education is institutionalized in Barbados and other support systems 

are provided, including a school meals programme at the primary level, a textbook loan 

scheme, free transportation to and from school, a uniform grant and scholarship grants. 

Education at the primary level 

begins at age 4 and continues 

until age 11, when students sit 

the Barbados Secondary 

School Entrance Examination 

(BSSEE) and transition to 

secondary school. Secondary 

education is provided for children ages 11 to 16 years, and at age 16, theoretically, students 

write the Caribbean Examination Council (CXC) examinations Caribbean Secondary Entrance 

Certificate (CSEC) - the equivalent of General Certificate of Education (GCE) O-Levels. At about 

age 18, those students who continue at school for post-secondary non-tertiary education can 

sit the CXC- Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Certificate (CAPE) A-Level. Alternatively, students 

may pursue competency-based certification from CXC and other international examination 

bodies. Free tuition is provided at the following institutions: The Erdiston Teachers' Training 

College (ETTC), Samuel Jackman Prescod Institute of Technology (SJPI), Barbados Community 

College (BCC), and UWI. 

 

Free, equitable & 
quality primary & 

secondary 
education 

Gender disparities Literacy & 
numeracy 

Equal access for 
vulnerable, 

differently-abled & 
indigenous 

Development 
assistance for 
scholarships 

The Barbados School System 

Government: Private: 
- 68 Primary Schools 

- 4 Special Schools 

- 21 Secondary Schools 

- 12 Nursery Schools 

- 27 Primary Schools 

- 5 Special Schools 

- 10 Secondary Schools 

- 16 Nursery Schools 
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In 2022, the Government spent 5.9% of its GDP on the education sector, a 0.9 percent increase 

from 2021.  The enrolment rate for girls is slightly higher at the secondary level (at 106.84% in 

2021) than boys (104.17%) while the effective transition rate from primary to lower secondary 

general education stood at 99.7% (2020)37. As a result of our concerted efforts over several 

decades, Barbados boasts a literacy rate of approximately 99.9% (percentage of population 

aged 15 to 24)38, this rate is currently being reassessed. Despite our successes in the education 

sector, the GOB is setting its sights higher as we reform this foundational element of our 

society. ¢ƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǊŜƛƳŀƎƛƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ƛǘǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴal system to 

one that is άFIRMέ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ άŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ Lǘ ƛǎ 

proposed that a new approach to teaching featuring customised lessons which match students 

learning styles will be more grounded in technology. The country is aiming to produce citizens 

who are proud of national values and traditions but are equipped to compete in global 

theatres.  

 

 

OƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 

(NTI). The NTI was established as part of BERT (2018) to ensure a comprehensive retraining of 

the Barbadian workforce. Over the period 2020-2022, NTI implemented the BEST programme, 

                                                 
37 UNESCO- Barbados statistics. Available at: https://uis.unesco.org/en/country/bb 
38 The GOV is currently reassessing in light of the impact of COVID 19 
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{ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {5D п 

targeted at upskilling employees within the tourism sector to offer customised courses in areas 

such as management language and vocation training. A total of three thousand and eighty-

three (3083) workers were trained from fifty-seven (57) properties as a result of this important 

initiative which helped to buffer the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic for hospitality workers.  

 

The focus of the NTI is to build competencies rather than focus on course completions, through 

the creation of an approach which provides on-demand access to learning, flexible deadlines 

ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ as well as the provision of feedback and multiple attempts as 

learning is mastered.  

 

 

 

Literacy rate (% of population aged 15 to 24) (2014) 99.9 

Gross Enrolment Rate (Primary Education) (2021) 98.33 

Gross Enrolment Rate (Primary Education) ς Female (2021) 96.89 

Gross Enrolment Rate (Primary Education) ς Male (2021) 99.72 

Net Enrolment Rate (Primary Education) (2021) 95.4 

Gross Enrolment Rate (Secondary Education) (2021) 105.48 

Gross Enrolment Rate (Secondary Education) ς Female (2021) 106.84 

Gross Enrolment Rate (Secondary Education) ς Male (2021) 104.17 

Government Expenditure on Education as a % of GDP (2021) 6.5 

Government Expenditure on Education as a % of total Government 

Expenditure 

16.6 
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Policies 
 

 

Education Reform Agenda: Re-imagining Education 

Barbados is undergoing an education reform agenda that aims to make the national curriculum 

relevant to emerging technological and global trends, the labor market, and the country's 

developmental needs. This reform agenda aims to build and implement robust lifelong learning 

policies and systems, create a well-oiled education system that adapts to evolving skill 

demands including digital technology and the green economy. This agenda provides multiple 

pathways for certification and access to post-secondary education. The reform agenda also 

incorporates several opportunities for equitable provision of education to students with special 

educational needs, including in-class support at the primary and secondary levels. In addition, 

lifelong learning opportunities for tertiary level and further education for persons with 

disabilities are provided. The education sector also plans to promote inclusivity and equity by 

providing a more diverse curriculum, increasing access to appropriate education for students 

with special educational needs, and setting out a policy framework governing the education 

and employment of persons with disabilities. Apart from SDG 4 (quality education), this 

education reform agenda aligns with several Sustainable Development Goals including SDG 8 

(decent work and economic growth) and SDG 10 (reduced inequalities). 
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The 21st Century Educators' Hub  

The 21st Century Educators' Hub is a training platform developed in partnership with the NTI, 

Coursera, the METVT, the IADB, and ETTC. Its purpose is to provide professional development 

courses for educators and education leaders to improve the quality of education in Barbados. 

The courses are accredited and certified by global institutions, universities, and organizations. 

Many educators have already taken courses in Performance Assessment in the Virtual 

Classroom and Socio-emotional Learning for Students: A Path to Social and Emotional 

Wellbeing. The platform is part of the government's commitment to lifelong learning. 

 

Best Practice: The National Transformation Initiative 

The National Transformation Initiative (NTI) (2021) was launched by Barbados, as a part of 

the BERT (2018) programme to retrain, empower, and enfranchise every Barbadian worker 

through providing training courses. By the end of 2022, almost 60, 000 Barbadians had 

received online or face to face training throughout that period.   

 

The NTI, in partnership with the Coursera learning platform, offers free online courses to help 

individuals improve their knowledge and skills in various areas, providing citizens with the 

opportunity to compete for jobs locally, regionally, and internationally. The courses, which 

include personal financial management, occupational safety and health, self-transformation, 

citizenship and many others, have been designed to teach the basics of key subject areas. 

Among the top skill competencies gained were leadership and management, 

entrepreneurship, communication in business; computer graphics, computer programming 

and theoretical computer science. 
 

b¢LΩǎ ƪŜȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŎŜƴǘral to national transformation include: 

i) Active Citizenship and modeling Barbadian identity & Excellence 

ii) Highlighting the need for upskilling and embracing opportunities for continuous personal 

and professional development 

iii) Highlighting the critical need for inclusion for equality on behalf of and in support of the 

community of Persons with Disabilities (PWD) 

iv) Showcasing the central role of creatives in shaping national identity 

v) Highlighting the value and future forward trajectory of online learning 

Ǿƛύ /ƻǳǊǎŜǊŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

vii) BEST training initiatives for the Tourism Sector 
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Introduction to Coding in Nursery, Primary, Special and Secondary Schools  

This coding and robotics programme has been introduced at all levels of the education system 

from preschool to tertiary. It will give citizens 

an opportunity to become competitive and be 

better prepared for the future in this era of 

digitisation. Code Caribbean is an initiative 

aimed at promoting STEAM education in the 

Caribbean to drive innovation and economic 

growth in the region. In Barbados, the pilot 

project began in 2022 and continues into 2024. 

The program is a partnership between the 

GOB, the CDB, and the UWI Cave Hill Campus, among other stakeholders. 

 

Code Caribbean labs in schools across the island provide students with hands-on learning 

experiences in areas such as robotics, coding, and 3D printing. The issue of gender parity is also 

being addressed through the programme as female students are being encouraged to 

participate, while male participants are encouraged to extend the programme through to 

entrepreneurship. Additionally, the program has provided training and support for teachers to 

enhance their capacity to deliver STEAM education. 

 

Code Caribbean has also facilitated various competitions and hackathons to encourage 

students to use their STEAM skills to develop innovative solutions to real-world problems. 

These events provide opportunities for students to showcase their creativity and ingenuity and 

receive recognition for their work.  The government has built partnerships with the private 

sector ensuring that job opportunities exist in areas of the programme.  Overall, the Code 

Caribbean initiative in Barbados aims to equip students and educators with the necessary skills 

to compete in a rapidly changing global economy and to promote the development of a vibrant 

technology industry in the Caribbean region. 

 

 

 

The Literacy Diagnostic Assessment and Early 

Intervention Centre is utilized as a tool by the 

METVT to facilitate the assessment of students 

and the development of remedial work plans. This 

measure ensures that no student is left behind.  

The Centre also instituted the Postgraduate 

Diploma in Special Education.   



Barbados Voluntary National Review 2023 

81 

 

¢ƘŜ a9¢±¢Ωǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ό{t.atύ 

The METVT, in collaboration with United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), embarked on a 

multi-sectoral approach to transform the school climate at primary and secondary schools. The 

climate (at the time) at some schools was such that students were being sent in large numbers 

to the principal for behavioural issues.   The students were unsettled and not performing tasks 

in the classrooms and teachers were 

having difficulty teaching the students 

without stopping the lessons to 

respond to behavioural issues.  To this 

end, the Initiative at that time was 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ 

/ƭƛƳŀǘŜέΦ  wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 

showed that successes were noted in 

the overall behaviours of the students 

and that they were more susceptible to 

the teaching and learning process.   This initiative was then rolled out in 2009 in eleven schools; 

ten primary and one secondary.  Since the inception, the initiative is now integrated in all 105 

public nursery, primary, special and secondary schools in Barbados.  

 

The objectives of the SPBMP include: 

¶ building on the positive practices that already exist in schools; 

¶ the creation of orderly and effective learning environments; 

¶ making discipline fair, consistent and transparent; 

¶ greater involvement of parents and the community in developing effective schools; 

¶ the teaching of life-skills through the Health and Family Life Education Curriculum; and 

¶ creating a culture of student governance and participation, through the establishment 

of student councils. 

 

 

 

Solar Energy Instruction at Schools 

The METVT also incorporated instruction Solar Energy into 

the Electronics programme with the investment of solar 

panels and the requisite additional equipment to set up a 

demonstration model for the students. These initiatives 

were made possible by donors to the school including Co 

Operators General Insurance, Barbados National Oil Co. 

Ltd., The Sandy Lane Trust, The European Union Delegation, 

Massy Distribution and Emera. 
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The Barbados Community College  

In 2022, the Barbados Community College (BCC) launched the Virtual Centre for Teaching 

Excellence. The Virtual Centre for Teaching Excellence provides teaching staff with resources 

relating to best practices for classroom instruction, to improve the quality of delivery. 

Resources include training videos for online tuition, which would also assist new tutors. 

 

The BCC is also undertaking the Refurbishment and Upgrades of Computer labs campus-wide 

(2020-present). The refurbished and upgraded computer labs provide students with access to 

state-of-the-art facilities and are also available to students who do not have access to internet 

or suitable devices. The smart classrooms ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ 

develop a smart campus and allow for diversification of instruction as well as integration of 

technology in classroom instruction. This initiative was facilitated by the GOB who provided 

funding in the sum of BDS $26,264.00. 

 

The Barbados Vocational Training Board  

The Board facilitates apprenticeship programmes (typically 3 years in duration) where 

apprentices receive work-based practical training with employers to whom they are 

contractually linked.  Additionally, the Skills Training Programmes is offered over one (1) or two 

(2) semesters and trainees are placed on job attachments after completing the training. The 

Skills Training Programme comprises both evening courses and in-plant courses. 

 

The Technical & Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Council  

The TVET Council is a statutory organisation set up to make Barbados more competitive 

through the development of its workforce. TVET has received funding from the IADB and the 

GOB. ¢±9¢Ωǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

¶ to support employer-driven education and training. Specifically, to facilitate 

alignment of the supply of training with market demand and to equip employees 

with up-to-date skills required by industry; 

¶ tƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ IǳƳŀƴ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

emphasis on improving the quality and relevance of Secondary Education and the 

effectiveness of TVET; 
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Civil Society Initiatives 

¶ to provide financing for employers, business associations as well as public and 

private institutions to train employees and members, inclusive of general public; 

and 

¶ to provide individuals with new or additional knowledge, skills for personal, social 

and professional development, continuously. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Barbados Workers Union (BWU) 

The BWU is committed to creating a society that supports hearing impaired individuals and 

fosters inclusive workspaces. In this regard, the BWU has partnered with the Deaf Heart Project 

to promote education and inclusivity for hearing impaired individuals. The project aims to 

teach sign language and create an inclusive working environment where effective 

communication is possible. This unique approach involves having deaf individuals teach sign 

language to the hearing population. The project will provide certification to individuals who 

successfully complete sign language courses, enabling them to communicate effectively in sign 

language and enable the deaf and hearing to effectively perform their duties effectively in any 

work environment.  

 

The My Inclusive School Project 

This project was launched during the Day for persons with disabilities and is currently running 

in 5 schools (inclusive of primary and secondary schools) and aims to foster a sense of empathy 

for persons with disabilities among students in the school system. Additionally, the programme 

also facilitates a DAD Ambassador who is selected from each school (of the 5 schools under 

the project). This annual project aims to impact an estimated 60,000 school children and 

supports the METVTΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΦ  
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SDG Targets under Goal п ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5D 

targets under SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all. 

 

 

 

Targets - SDG 4 - Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ 

Progress 

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary 

and secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes. 

 

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood 

development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary 

education. 

 

By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality 

technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university. 

 

By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant 

skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and 

entrepreneurship. 

 

By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels 

of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with 

disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations. 

 

By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and 

women, achieve literacy and numeracy. 

 

Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive 

and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all. 

 

 

  

        Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progress                 Moving away from target/ deterioration 
 
         Fair progress but acceleration is needed                                                    No trend data available 
 
         Limited or no progress                                                                                   Insufficient data/ not applicable 
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SDG 5: Gender Equality 
 

Ψ!ŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ 

 

 

 

 

Overview of SDG 5 

The GOB is committed to ensuring gender equality at all levels within our society. We believe 

that if women and girls are unable to achieve their full potential due to gender-based and 

domestic violence, it will pose a threat to the overall development of BarbaŘƻǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ 

society. Gender equality allows for both sexes to have access to opportunities and are not 

disadvantaged on the basis of whether they are male or female. 

 

The GOB, through the Bureau of Gender Affairs, continues to work towards gender equality 

and to bring about the empowerment of women, through policy, programs and strategies. The 

Government nevertheless recognizes that the achievement of gender equality cannot be 

realized without the need to create significant and meaningful partnerships. This being the 

case, the Government welcomes and is committed to working with the non-governmental 

organizations and civil society in this regard.  

 

The issue of domestic violence and GBV remains a focal area for the Government, especially 

during the heightened COVID-19 period which saw a 38% increase in domestic violence reports 

during the early stages of the 2020, which represented an increase from 2018 numbers.  

 

The current legal frameworks promote, enforce and monitor gender equality, with a focus on 

violence against women, covering 83.3% of the relevant SDG indicators39. Reports of domestic 

violence between July 2020 and July 2021 are as follows40:  

                                                 
39 UN Women- Barbados. Available at: 
https://data.unwomen.org/country/barbados#:~:text=In%20Barbados%2C%2083.3%25%20of%20legal,planning%20satisfied
%20with%20modern%20methods. 
40 Family Conflict Intervention Unit, Royal Barbados Police Force   

End all forms 
of 

discrimination 

Violence against 
women & girls 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
participation in 
decision-making 

Universal access 
to sexual & 

reproductive 
health 
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Barbados continues to engage in the fight against gender-based violence through several 

strategies and programmes.  The Family Conflict Intervention Unit (FCIU) of the Barbados 

Police Service (BPS) works with a high degree of confidentiality with perpetrators, victims, and 

the wider community, to bring awareness to the issue of domestic violence. The FCIU has found 

that since they can issue emergency protection orders and warnings to the perpetrators, 

victims appear to appreciate that the issue is being taken more seriously. Table 8 shows select 

statistics collected by the FCIU, as they relate to victims and perpetrators of domestic violence. 

Statistics are supplied for the year 2020, unless otherwise stated.  

  

July 2020ςJuly 2021 Number 

Women aged 15-49 years subjected to physical violence by an intimate partner 138 

Women aged 15-49 years subjected to physical violence by other 37 

Women aged 15-49 years subjected to sexual violence by an intimate partner 6 

Women aged 15-49 years subjected to sexual violence by other 5 

Table 8 Women aged 15ς49 Subjected to Physical Violence  
 Source: Family Conflict Intervention Unit  
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MONTH MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

JANUARY 32 2 34 

FEBRUARY 28 1 29 

MARCH 24 0 24 

APRIL 19 3 22 

MAY 46 3 49 

JUNE 18 1 19 

JULY 39 5 44 

AUGUST 41 5 46 

SEPTEMBER 24 4 28 

OCTOBER 30 3 33 

NOVEMBER 25 3 28 

DECEMBER 28 5 33 

TOTAL 354 35 389 

Table 9 Sex of Suspected Aggressors Within Domestic Violence Reported Cases 
Source: Family Conflict Intervention Unit 

 

Based on the data collected from the FCIU, both women and men are victims of domestic 

abuse in Barbados. In 2020, it was reported that out of a total of four hundred and thirty-six 

(436) cases, in 20.6% of cases men were considered as victims of domestic violence, while 

women were victims in the remaining 79.4% of cases. Women remain the prime victims of 

gender-based violence, while men remain the primary perpetrators of these acts. 

 

The Bureau of Gender Affairs, cognisant of the need to include men and boys in the fight 

against gender-based violence, has adopted a Masculinity programme and one aspect of this 

programme is to work with young males from secondary schools across the island. During the 

past years the Bureau has held workshops on the issue of gender-based violence and the link 

with masculinity. These workshops have been held with students from the Lester Vaughn 

Secondary School, the Parkinson Memorial Secondary School and most recently in 2021, via 

virtual platform with students at the Princess Margaret Secondary School.  
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The GOB has sought to not only address the victims of gender-based violence / domestic 

violence but has also provided an avenue for the perpetrators of GBV to receive support and 

counselling, through the Partnership for Peace programme, which was launched in 2012 within 

the then Ministry of Social Care. The programme is psycho- educational and the perpetrators 

are exposed to several topics, with the goal of teaching them an alternative to violent 

behaviour. Since its inception, approximately one hundred and twenty (120) males have been 

through the programme, and many have expressed the view that the programme has been 

beneficial. The programme now resides in the Bureau of Gender Affairs and efforts are ongoing 

to start the first cohort of applicants within the next few months. 

 

The National Committee on GBV has been established, which comprises several government 

agencies and non-governmental agencies, with a mandate to develop a national action plan to 

combat GBV. An initiative to address GBV in the workplace has also been launched by the 

Ministry of Labour, Social Partnership, and the Third Sector (MLSP). 

 

Women's right to equal participation and freedom of assembly and association are guaranteed 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ΨŜǉǳƛǘȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΩ 

principles. There are no legal impediments regarding the participation of women in the 

election process or with respect to women holding office or other leadership positions. In May 

2018, the Honourable Mia Amor Mottley S.C; M.P ǿŀǎ ǎǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ 

Prime Minister and for a second time in 2022.  In 2021, Her Excellency the Most Honorable 

Dame Sandra Prunella Mason, FB, GCMG, D.A, Q.C., LLD, become our first female President. 

Additionally, two of our former Governors General (prior to Barbados becoming a Republic) 

were women. Presently, 26.67% of seats in Parliament are held by women. Thirty 

parliamentarians (24 males and 6 females) were elected to the lower house by adult suffrage 

on the first past-the-post system.  Since then, a by-election was held in 2020, there are now 

twenty-three males and seven females or 23 %. Twenty-one senators were appointed to the 

upper house, 43 % of whom are women. Statistics on women participating in the voting 

process are provided in the below tables. 
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Year Number of Women 

Registered Voters 

Number of Male 

Registered Voters 

Proportion of Women 

Registered Voters 

Total Registered 

Voters 

2003 115,789 104,034 0.526 220,093  

2008 123,348 123,348 0.524 235,510 

2013 129,903 119,121 0.521 249,024 

2018 134,750 124,151 0.520 258,901 

Table 10 Women Registered Voters over four national elections 
Source: Report on the Barbados General Election 2013, 201841 
 
 

 

Year Number of Women Proportion of Women 

2003 9 0.145 

2008 10 0.145 

2013 12 0.176 

2018 37 0.276 

Table 11 Trends in women candidates over the past four national elections 
Source: Report on the Barbados General Election 2013, 201842 

 

There was a more than 200 % increase in women candidates from 2013 to 2018. It should be 

noted that, apart from the traditional two political parties contesting the elections, an 

additional seven parties fielded women candidates in 2018. 

 

Number and Proportion of Judges and Prosecutors who are Women  

At 2021, there were seven female High Court judges and seven males. Within the Court of 

Appeal, there were two females and three males. (See Table 12 below). 

 

                                                 
41 http://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb 

42 http://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb  

 

http://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb
http://www.caribbeanelections.com/bb
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Positions Total Males Females 

Elected Members of Parliament  30 23 7 

Members of Cabinet 26 19 7 

Senators  21 13 8 

Permanent Secretaries (2020) 27 8 19 

Judges of High Court  14 7 7 

Magistrates 10 5 5 

Judges of Appeal  5 3 2 

Table 12 Select decision-making positions by sex for 2021 
Source: Bureau of Gender Affairs 

 

Women Appointed to Sit on Boards of Management 

The disparity between men and women sitting on the boards of management of various public 

and private entities continued to be an issue of concern. An Evaluation of Board Diversity in 

Barbados was conducted in 2020 on behalf of the Barbados Branch of the International 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CƻǊǳƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻr (72 %), 

non-governmental organisations (6 %) and public service/statutory organisations revealed that 

only approximately 29 % of the board members were female.  

 

The GOB recognises that additional work is required to advance SDG 5, particularly with respect 

to adolescent births and unpaid care work.  The adolescent birth rate stood at 49.7 per 1,000 

women aged 15-19 in 2007, up from 45.8 per 1,000 in 2006. Other areas requiring focus for 

additional data gathering include unpaid work and domestic care.  Barbados obtained an 

overall score of 0.83 in the Gender Gap Index in the area of economic participation and 

opportunity in Barbados in 2022 (by category). This indicated economic disparities between 

women and men in Barbados. Closing these gender gaps is essential for achieving gender-

related SDG commitments in Barbados. .Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

achieving SDG 5.  
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{ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {5D р 

 

 

 

  

Ratio of female-to-male mean years of education received (%) (2019) 106.8 

Women Business and the Law Index Score43 (scale 1- 100) (2021) 76.9 

Ratio of female-to-male labour force participation rate (%) (2020) 87.6 

Seats held by women in national parliament (%) (2020) 20.0 

Female share of employment in senior and middle management (%) (2019) 48 

Gender Equity Index score (2019) 0.25 

Gender Inequality Index (country rank)44 64 

Global Gender Gap Index Rank45 30 

% Female-Headed Households 47.546 

 

SDG 5.1.1 focuses on the legal frameworks in a country that promote, enforce, and monitor 

general equality. BarbadosΩ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ in four key areas is highlighted in Figure 14. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
43 ²ƻƳŜƴΣ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ό².[ύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
opportunity and further evidence of the relationship between legal gender equality and economic outcomes. In economies 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦŀŎŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƎŀǇ ƛƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
employment and entrepreneurship, among other outcomes. 
44 The Gender Inequality Index is a composite measure reflecting inequality between women and men in three different 
dimensions: reproductive health (maternal mortality ratio and adolescent birth rate), empowerment (share of parliamentary 
seats held by women and share of population with at least some secondary education), and labour market participation (labour 
force participation rate). Source: United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Report 2021/2022. 
45 The Global Gender Gap Index benchmarks national gender gaps on economic, political, education and health criteria. Source: 
World Economic Forum, the Global Gender Gap Report 2022. 
46 Data sources also included the Sustainable Development Report, 2022 and the Barbados National SDG Report. 

       Area 1: overarching legal frameworks and public life 

       Area 2: violence against women 

       Area 3: employment and economic benefits 

       Area 4: marriage and family 

 

 

 

Source: SDG National Report, 2023. 

 

 

 
 

  

Figure 14 Political participation, accountability and gender-responsiveness 
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Projects & Initiatives  

 

The National Committee for Gender-Based Violence 

In 2019, the GOB approved the establishment of a National Committee for Gender-based 

Violence charged with the overall responsibility to develop strategies, initiatives and 

programmes aimed at reducing gender-based violence in all its forms. 

 

Partnership for Peace 

Efforts to address SDG 5 also target the men in our society. Through the Partnership for Peace, 

our men are encouraged and supported in achieving a violence-free lifestyle. The Partnership 

for Peace, an initiative of UN Women, is a psycho-educational programme designed to 

encourage offenders to take responsibility for their violent actions and equip them with skills 

to end that behaviour. 

 

It is deemed "as a new beginning and not a punitive measure for the men, as they will be 

afforded an opportunity to turn their lives around and embark on a life-changing journey that 

could reap significant long-term benefits". Following several successful outcomes of the 

initiative, a recommendation was made for women to be included as the target audience for 

the programme.  

 

The Caribbean Policy for Gender-Based 

Violence in the Workplace 

The policy gives clear, practical 

guidelines on creating a safe 

environment for the confidential and 

appropriate handling of reports of GBV 

incidents, in addition to providing a 

framework for addressing challenges 

faced by survivors of GBV in the 

ǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΩ Confederation (CEC) and the 

Caribbean Confederation of Labour (CCL), is supported by the United Nations Population Fund 

The Barbados Advocate, 2019 
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(UNFPA) and ILO under the Spotlight Initiative, with generous funding from the EU to eliminate 

all forms of violence against women and girls (VAWG) in the world of work.    

 

The gender-based violence in the workplace project 

This project followed a Memorandum of Understanding between UN Women and the Ministry 

of Labour, Social Partnership and the Third Sector in an effort to heighten awareness of this 

type of violence in the workplace. 

 

The Spotlight Initiative 

¢ƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ {ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΥ ά{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ tǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

Respond to Family Violence in the /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴέ is being jointly implemented by four UN agencies 

(UNDP, UNICEF, UN Women, and UNFPA). The Spotlight Initiative has a 6-tiered approach: (1) 

reforming legal procedures, (2) improving the capacity of national institutions for evidence-

based violence prevention programmes, (3) expanding programmes that prevent family 

violence, (4) supporting improved service delivery to survivors of family violence, (5) enhancing 

data collection, analysis, monitoring on violence against women and girls, and (6) improving 

the capacity of national civil society organisations to design, implement and monitor violence 

prevention programmes. 

 

Online Initiative to Enhance Career Opportunities with an Emphasis on Women Participation  

With the partnership between the government and Coursera, Barbadians can gain significant 

benefits that can also enhance their digital competencies and expand their range of career 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƻǳǊǎŜǊŀΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ online learning 

ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ b¢LΣ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǉǳƛǇ .ŀǊōŀŘƛŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ 

and values to be citizens of good character and competence in a digital world.  

 

The success and impact of this initiative has paved the way for a long-term partnership, 

ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ b¢L ŀƴŘ /ƻǳǊǎŜǊŀΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ .ŀǊōŀŘƛŀƴǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ 

future. As part of the initiative, Coursera and Google, a Coursera industry partner, are providing 

20,000 scholarships to Barbadian women across the country. 
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Gender Based Violence (GBV) Referral Pathways 

Barbados is one of seven Caribbean countries and territories that has launched GBV Referral 

pathways with the support of UNFPA Barbados. GBV Referral pathways facilitate primary duty 

bearers and actors with information on how to respond to GBV cases and provides guidance 

for survivors of GBV on where to seek assistance and what services are available at different 

referral points. GBV Pathways can include any of the following: Case Management, Health, 

Psychosocial, Security and Protection, Legal/Justice, and/or Economic support.   

 

The Bureau of Gender Affairs 

The Bureau of Gender Affairs, under the MPEA, is continuing its efforts to promote gender 

equality and eliminate gender-based violence. Through an Act of Parliament, a National 

Committee on Gender Based Violence was established in 2015. The Committee was 

established with a view to providing a more holistic and collaborative approach to the efforts 

at tackling gender-based violence. The Committee has a mandate to develop a National Action 

Plan against gender-based violence. 

 

The Bureau of Gender Affairs has also targeted young males from the secondary schools in 

efforts to address gender-related issues in Barbados. The annual workshops for young male 

students were designed to introduce young males to the concepts of gender, masculinity, and 

gender-based violence. These workshops were further intended to provide these students with 

an understanding of how gender and masculinity impact behaviour and can lead to acts of 

gender-based violence.  

 

The Bureau of Gender Affairs also recognised the need for gender discourses within the MPEA.  

Therefore, the Bureau in collaboration with the UNDP, organised training sessions with MPEA 

Heads of Sections, to sensitise key decision-makers on the concepts of gender and gender 

inequality, particularly in relation to programme design and delivery. Such training sessions will 

continue to impact the ability of men and women to avail themselves of the basic human right 

to engage equally in all areas of their lives and endeavours. 
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Civil Society and NGO initiatives  

 

The Barbados Association of Muslim Ladies 

The Barbados Association of Muslim Ladies, an associate organisation of the Barbados Muslim 

Association, has undertaken several programs for women and girls. These programs have 

facilitated seminars and workshops targeted at empowerment. The Association has also 

worked with other agencies in Barbados, including Institute for Gender Studies, to build out 

better opportunities for young girls and women within the Muslim community and the wider 

society.  

 

SAVE Foundation 

The SAVE Foundation raises awareness of domestic violence through community outreach 

programmes and sensitizes Barbadians to their rights under the Domestic Violence Protection 

Orders Act and provides training for stakeholders and collaborates with agencies to address 

domestic violence, record and monitor incidents of domestic violence in Barbados and 

advocates for the adoption of conventions on domestic violence.  

 

Projects include the sensitization of domestic violence survivors to their rights. The Foundation 

also offers free mental health counseling for victims of domestic violence (including children) 

and free legal advice. 6- week workshops targeted at livelihood skills and financial management 

are also offered to survivors. Since 2009, an estimated forty-nine thousand (49, 000) persons 

were impacted by the work of the SAVE Foundation.  

 

Barbados International Business Association ς BIBA 

BIBA, the Association of Global Business service companies in Barbados is focused on 

operationalizing and actualizing the SDGs within the private sector. The organization is involved 

in several projects and initiatives related to sustainable development and corporate 

responsibility. One recent initiative undertaken by the organization, in collaboration with Open 

for Business, is focused on SDG 5 (Gender Equality). A workshop was conducted with the 

financial sector to address the needs of Lesbian Gays Bisexual Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) 

clients and develop internal policies that respect client identities. 
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The Barbados Workers Union 

The BWU addresses SDG 5 (Gender Equality) through its Gender Committee, which is actively 

involved in reducing inequality in Barbados and the wider Caribbean. This Committee works on 

promoting female empowerment, and gender equality, and also works to address pay and 

compensation imbalances. The committee organizes panel discussions and collaborates with 

organizations including the UWI, to educate members on topics related to gender equality. The 

Committee also focuses on addressing ingrained cultural norms related to sexual harassment 

through a series of education and awareness-raising initiatives. 

 

The BWU engages in policy discussions, particularly in relation to issues faced by the LGBTQ 

community, in an effort to support workers that have faced discrimination based on their 

sexual preferences or gender identity. The BWU focuses on educating the public and finding 

solutions to challenges within the workplace and respecting individual rights. The union also 

emphasizes decent work and economic growth, advocating for equality and equity to benefit 

workers.  

 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō 

BPWΩǎ overriding mandate of equal rights, social justice and empowerment of women are the 

mainstay of all its projects.  The BPW executes several projects aimed at implementation of 

SDG 5. The BPW has conducted a self-development programme for over three hundred (300) 

women over the past 5 years.  Their projects/programmes include a crisis centre and hotline 

which handles, rape, sexual assault, Intimate Partner Violence and Domestic Violence and 

Suicide which begun in 1986 and runs daily. The hotline provides counselling and is a gateway 

to the BPW Shelter.  The crisis centre is also an information and educational arm to all the 

sectors dealing with these areas including the judicial, police, social workers, medical fraternity 

etc.  The crisis centre has handled over twenty-thousand 20,000 calls since it started. BPW 

operates the shelter for abused women and their children which was started in 1999. The 

shelter has housed over twenty-three hundred (2,300) women since it started operation.  

 

The BPW visits schools and tertiary education institutions to discuss with students various 

aspects of becoming a young lady/gentleman and providing information and awareness of 

Teen Education & Dating Violence, gender base violence, anger management, conflict 
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resolution and introducing human rights to the youth. They have visited over fifteen (15) 

primary and secondary schools and two (2) tertiary institutions in the past five (5) years.  

I am a Girl Barbados 

¢ƘŜ άL ŀƳ ŀ DƛǊƭέ ƛǎ ŀ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ bƻƴ-Profit Community in Support of Girls. This non-profit 

organization dedicated to empowering young girls and giving them opportunities to lead and 

create positive change. The organization provides capacity building, mentorship, and guidance 

to girls aged five (5) to eighteen (18), with the goal of making a long-term difference in their 

lives and promoting positive and long-term change in their community. Private sessions, 

events, and school outreach programs are all part of the group's work, and they employ 

engaging and interactive methods such as drama therapy and experiential learning. 
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{5D ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Dƻŀƭ р ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

 

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5D 

targets under SDG 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

Targets - SDG 5 - Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ 

Progress 

End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere. 

 

 

Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private 

spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation. 

 

Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of public 

services, infrastructure and social protection policies and the promotion of shared 

responsibility within the household and the family as nationally appropriate. 

 

9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

at all levels of decision-making in political, economic and public life. 

 

Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as 

agreed in accordance with the Programme of Action of the International Conference 

on Population and Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome 

documents of their review conferences. 

 

Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources, as well as 

access to ownership and control over land and other forms of property, financial 

services, inheritance and natural resources, in accordance with national laws. 

 

Adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legislation for the promotion of 

gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls at all levels. 

 

 

 

 

        Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progress                 Moving away from target/ deterioration 
 
         Fair progress but acceleration is needed                                                    No trend data available 
     
         Limited or no progress                                                                                   Insufficient data/ not applicable 



Barbados Voluntary National Review 2023 

99 

 

   SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation 
 

Ψ9ƴǎǳǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŀƴƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΩ 

 

 

  

 

 

Overview of SDG 6 

For several decades, Barbados has had its sights on the design and implementation of large-

scale water management systems. Rated in the top fifteen (15) most water scarce countries of 

the world and especially vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, Barbados recognizes the 

importance of enhancing the islandΩǎ water sources. In recent years, we have experienced 

saline intrusion, the decreasing recharge rates of our aquifers and drastically decreasing 

ground water levels. In this regard, serious and sustained intervention is needed.  

 

With almost 98% of the groundwater resources fully developed and with the more frequent 

occurrences of drought, the island has started to experience some water supply issues in the 

high elevation areas of the island as well as a rise in salinity levels in the coastal aquifers. 

 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

aimed at mitigation, adaptation and building resilience of water and wastewater systems. 

Therefore, we have put the following measures in place:  

¶ augmentation of the water supply through desalination of brackish and seawater 

(23%). Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement; 

¶ strategic mains replacement programme to replace and rehabilitate the ageing 

infrastructure to reduce the level of non-revenue water (averaging at 40%), frequency 

of bursts and disruptions in service; 

¶  planned upgrades of the two existing municipal wastewater treatment plants to 

tertiary level with the intention of reusing the reclaimed water for irrigation and 

Access to safe & 
affordable drinking water 

Equitable 
sanitation 

Efficient 
water- use 

Support for 
developing 
countries 

Management of 
integrated water 

resources 

Protection of water-
related ecosystems 
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{ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {5D с 

groundwater recharge. This has been facilitated through approval of a Water Reuse 

Policy and the recently passed Water Reuse Act. A BDS $78 million grant has been 

received from the Global Climate Fund (GCF) to upgrade one of the plants; and 

 

¶ a Greening Initiative has been conceptualized to increase the resilience and stability of 

the water supply systems to the impacts of climate change, while maintaining the 

required service deliver standard that increases resilience at the household level.  

 

Over 80% of our drinking water resources are related to a shallow coastal aquifer that is heavily 

influenced by the sea and is very responsive to sea level rise and drought. Despite the 

challenges we face, Barbados has been making significant advances under SDG 6. We have 

achieved over 99% access to safe drinking water and access to sanitation services. Our progress 

on SDG 6 is also linked to SDG 2- Zero Hunger, SDG 5- Gender Equality, SDG 13- Climate Action, 

SDG 14- Life below water and SDG 15- Life on Land. 

 

The GOB is committed to creating a sustainable, resilient water supply for the country by 

implementing renewable energy solutions, increasing water capacity through rainwater 

harvesting and water storage, supporting adaptation funding, and raising awareness about 

climate change and the water cycle. 

 

 

 

Population using safely managed drinking water services (%) 

(2020) 

99 

Population using safely managed sanitation services (%) (2020) 100 

Freshwater withdrawal (% of available freshwater resources) 

(2018) 

87.5 

Anthropogenic wastewater that receives treatment (%) (2018) 1.247 

 

 

 

                                                 
47 Compiled from IDB Caribbean Water Study and Sustainable Development Report, 2022 
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Policies, Plans and Supporting Studies  

 

Green Paper on 2020 Water Protection and Land Use Zoning Policy 

The Green Paper on the 2020 Water Protection and Land Use Zoning Policy describes the 

existing groundwater protection zoning policy, outlines its strengths and shortcomings and 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

coastal waters. The new proposed water protection and land use policy is guided, inter alia, by 

the following principles: 

¶ prevention is better than cure, 

¶ systematic approaches are more effective than ad hoc, and 

¶ policy should be guided by the best science. 

 

The Green Paper is an integrated approach which addresses sources of pollution, uses the best 

technology and practices, strengthens capacity and creates the appropriate regulatory and 

legislative structure. It also proposes a re-zoning scheme with Zones A to E, where various 

activities and measures would be prescribed. Once approved, the new policy will result in: 

¶ stricter control of chemical usage and disposal; 

¶ sewering of communities around the Belle public supply well which is responsible 

for almost one third of our drinking water; 

¶ reduction in the use of suck wells as the primary method of domestic wastewater 

disposal; and 

¶ new measures for developers and proposed developments must incorporate 

groundwater protection mechanisms48. 

 

National Water Reuse Policy  

The GOB promulgated the National Water Reuse Policy in 2023. The Reuse Policy is supported 

by the PDP and the Water Protection and Land Use Zoning Policy, which call for the treatment 

of all wastewater discharges.  

                                                 
48 Ministry of Energy. Available at: https://energy.gov.bb/our-projects/2020-water-protection-and-land-use-zoning-
policy/#:~:text=land%20use%20zoning.-
,The%20Green%20Paper%20on%20the%202020%20Water%20Protection%20and%20Land,water%20resources%2C%20incl
uding%20coastal%20waters. 
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Programmes, Projects and Initiatives 
 

 

Water Sector Resilience Nexus for Sustainability in Barbados (WSRN S-Barbados) 

 

The Water Sector Resilience Nexus for Sustainability in Barbados (WSRN-S) project is fulfilling 

its objectives of creating a sustainable, resilient water supply for Barbados.49 The project, which 

also incorporates other areas including energy and infrastructure, is due for completion in April 

2024. Utilizing renewable energy technologies, WSRN S-Barbados will increase water security 

via the installation of solar PV (photovoltaic) and backup natural gas power for pumping 

stations. Additionally, the project will also implement climate resilience actions in the water 

sector, including enhanced filtration and enhanced water management systems. A public 

awareness component will encourage more sustainable water use throughout communities in 

Barbados. The WSRN-{ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ GCF country project. 

 

3R-CReWS- Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) for Climate Resilience Wastewater Systems in Barbados 

The GCF ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ оwΩǎ όwŜŘǳŎŜΣ wŜǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŎȅŎƭŜύ ŦƻǊ 

Climate Resilience Wastewater Systems in Barbados (3R-CReWS) Project. The overall objective 

of this project is to reduce the stress on internal renewable water resources with treated 

wastewater to increase water and food security. Additionally, it will facilitate the enhancement 

of the health, well-being and productivity of Barbadians through the use of carbon-neutral and 

climate-resilient water and energy management technologies and strategies that ensures 

water is protected, managed, recycled, reused, and conserved50. 

                                                 
49 GCF https://www.greenclimate.fund/project/fp060 
50 GCF -3R-CREWS. Available at: https://www.greenclimate.fund/document/r-s-reduce-reuse-and-recycle-climate-resilience-
wastewater-systems-barbados-3r-crews 
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Personal Tank Programme 

The Personal Water Tank Programme, managed by the Barbados Water Authority (BWA) and 

launched in 2017, has provided water conservation facilities for people in Barbados. Under this 

new phase of the programme, financed by the GCF, water storage capacity on the island will 

be significantly improved by the introduction of some two thousand, four hundred and eighty-

nine (2,489) tank systems. tƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ²SNR-S project, 

is being executed in collaboration with the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre 

(CCCCC).  

 

National Erosion Control and Aquifer Recharge Programme on Sugar Plantation Lands 

The Barbados Agricultural Management Company (BAMC) commenced a project in 2021 

aimed at combatting erosion and enhancing water resources for the sugar industry. The 

National Erosion and Aquifer Recharge Programme has two components: erosion mitigation 

and aquifer recharge. ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

¶ mitigate and control erosion using natural methods ς such as the planting of Vetiver 

(Khus Khus) Grass and Lemon Grass;  

¶ control erosion within acres of sugarcane and other agricultural lands, especially within 

natural watercourses, headlands and sloping or hilly areas, to arrest soil movement and 

loss;  

¶ capture surface water through a 

system of linked suck wells to 

recharge aquifers; and  

¶ replenish groundwater reservoirs 

through the removal of silt and the 

general cleaning and refurbishment of wells.  

Noteworthy successes of this project include the more than seven (7) miles of grass which was 

planted to halt soil movement, reduction of flooding in St. Lucy and St. John and the increase 

in water for farmers from 1 million gallons to 6 million gallons over a two-year period.  

WSRN-S Outputs 

220.2k 474k 4 
Tonnes 

of 
emissions 
avoided 

beneficiaries Result areas: 
Energy, Food & 
waters security., 
Infrastructure, 

Livelihoods  
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The Barbados Agricultural Developmental Management Cooperation (BADMC) is also engaged 

in a pilot aquaculture programme aimed at enhancing the resilience of the agriculture sector 

to climate change impacts (related to water scarcity) and reducing reliance on fertilizers.  

 

The South Coast Water Reclamation and Water Reduce Project 

The GOB is implementing a large-scale water reclaim and reuse project on the south coast. This 

sustainable water initiative will transform the existing South Coast Sewage Plant (and the 

Bridgetown plant) into a futuristic Water Resource Recovery Facility by adding approximately 

two hundred thousand (200,000) additional Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ǇŜǊ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎŎŀǊŎŜ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ 

water supply.  

The project will facilitate the reuse of 10 percent of the 1.98 million gallons of potable water 

(which is pumped through the wastewater system). The project will also:  

¶ augment existing water supplies;  

¶ mitigate climate change effects;  

¶ reduce seawater intrusion and sea level rise;  

¶ diversify potable water sources;  

¶ enhance water supply resiliency; and   

¶ reduce the impact of treated effluent on marine life and the natural environment. 

 

The project will also lead to the development of a new secondary station to transport the 

effluent from one building to a new and more advanced treatment plant nearby. This 

secondary treatment will include a biological nutrient removal plant that will remove nitrogen 

and phosphorous. This is of critical importance as it ensures that our water is not polluted by 

agricultural runoff which often leads to eutrophication.  

 

Modernization of Water Supply Infrastructure and Wastewater Treatment Equipment Project  

The Modernization of Water Supply Infrastructure and Wastewater Treatment Equipment 

Project has been designed to improve water supply across the country and will allow the BWA 

ǘƻ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

quality and resilience to mitigate the adverse effects of climate change. Investments will also 

lead to improvements to the deteriorated wastewater treatment facilities. The project has a 
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strong focus on the rehabilitation of aged and deteriorated leaking infrastructure, pipes, and 

reservoirs. Under the project, Barbados will replace 16km of aged pipes, reservoirs, and 

pumping stations. The project also will construct a wastewater treatment plant and related 

sewerage network and revitalize some key pieces of infrastructure in the environmental sector. 

Additional benefits to be gained include substantial energy savings, reducing water losses (non-

revenue water) in networks and an improvement in wastewater treatment operations. The 

project is backed by the European Union with resources from the European Investment Bank. 

 

The Pit Toilet Eradication Programme 

The Pit Toilet Eradication Programme was launched by the GOB in March 2019, and specifically 

addresses Target 6.2: by 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and 

hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and 

girls and those in vulnerable situations. This programme also incorporates elements of climate-

resiliency, particularly within the vulnerable members of our society. 

 

The main goal of this programme was to eradicate pit latrines from the urban landscape and 

replace these by waterborne facilities. The three (3) objectives of the programme were to: 

¶ identify 100% of the urban residents who have pit latrines by 2030; 

¶ reduce by 90% the number of identified pit latrines throughout the urban area for those 

homeowners who own the lands on which they live by 2030; and 

¶ provide impetus for legislative change and policy reform through the provision of 

information and identification of needs for clients who do not have landowner 

permission or where the landlord cannot be identified.  

 

The implementation of the program has revealed several challenges including land ownership 

issues, poor property construction, unfavorable locations of properties, inadequate 

supervisory resources and lack of private sector/charitable group/community group 

assistance. Despite these challenges, the Pit Toilet Eradication Programme has been largely 

successful in advancing progress under SDG 6. The Government has completed a total of three 

hundred and three (303) projects from 2019 to 2023 under the Pit Eradication programme 

with an additional five hundred and seventy-one projects (571) to be started.  
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Civil Society and NGO Initiatives 
 

 

 

BANGO and the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre  

The Barbados Association of Non-Governmental Organisations (BANGO) is an umbrella 

organisation for NGOs in Barbados. This national network facilitates training in advocacy, 

capacity building, compliance and grant writing. The organisation is also working on a project 

with the CCCCC which allows their membership to learn about water-related issues including 

water availability and water conservation techniques (for example rainwater harvesting) 

through several workshops. This project will be extended in the future to the communities and 

schools across the island. 

 

Barbados Muslim Association 

The Water Fountains in Schools project is an initiative in collaboration with the HSFB and the 

Barbados Childhood Obesity Prevention Coalition that started following a survey conducted in 

schools. Ninety (90) percent of the respondents felt as though they were not having the access 

to clean drinking water in the public schools. As such, the Barbados Muslim Association sought 

to raise funds to purchase equipment to provide clean drinking water and to date, twenty (20) 

schools (both secondary and primary government schools) have installed water fountains.   
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SDG ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Dƻŀƭ с ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5D 

targets under SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation 

for all. 

 

 

 

 

Targets - SDG 6 - Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and 

sanitation for all 

.ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΩ 

Progress 

By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water 

for all. 

 

By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and 

end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and 

those in vulnerable situations. 

 

By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and 

minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of 

untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally. 

 

By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure 

sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and 

substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity. 

 

By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels.  

By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including, forests, wetlands, 

rivers, aquifers and lakes. 

 

Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and 

sanitation management. 

 

 

 

 

  

        Target met or likely to be met by 2030/ substantial progress                 Moving away from target/ deterioration 
 
         Fair progress but acceleration is needed                                                    No trend data available 
 
         Limited or no progress                                                                                  Insufficient data/ not applicable 
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